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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Thu Jan   7 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Jan   9 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Jan 10 Second Sunday after Christmas Day 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Tue Jan 12 6:30 pm Finance Committee 
Wed Jan 13 7:30 am Holy Eucharist, Pearson Room 
  12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
  7:00 pm Confirmation Class 
Thu Jan 14 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Jan 16 2:00 pm Book Group, Pearson Room 
  5:00 pm Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist 
Sun Jan 17 Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

The Season of Epiphany 
 

P erhaps the most persistent of human dreams is that we are not alone in the universe.  

We hope that life and what happens to us are not all an accident to which the rest of 

the universe is indifferent.  In modern dress, responses to this yearning sometimes take the 

form of stories about visitors from outer space or the sighting of unidentified flying objects.  

In every age, versions of astrology have offered the comfort that there is some design.  By 

sign and story the readings of the 

Epiphany season tell of God’s way of 

salvation and its outreach beyond 

Judaism to all peoples.  Light and 

revelation transform darkness, fear, and 

uncertainty. 

Christians are called to respond by 

proclaiming “the boundless riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8) and by 

becoming missionaries of this message of light.  But their first response is more 

simply awe, joy, and the worshipful bringing of gifts along with the Magi. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday of 
each month we encourage everyone to bring 

in food donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.  
For an up to date list of the priority needs of the 
Woodbury Food Bank see the handout sheet in food 
collection basket in the narthex.  The food bank is not 
able to accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

Immediate food bank request are: Canned cat food & canned chicken.  Gluten 
free items.  No chicken noodle soup!  Thank you. 

Book Group Starts Next Week 

The Great Emergence, by Phyllis Tickle 

W e will be starting a new book group next 
Saturday, January 16, at 2 pm in the Seabury 

Room.  We will be discussing the book, The Great 
Emergence by Phyllis Tickle.  This book is a historical 
reflection about how the church has gone through 
great changes in the past and how the past might 
inform how we might negotiate the many changes we 
face in the present.  This class will meet every month 
on the third Saturday as we work though this book. 
 The book is available as an e-book download and 
you can get used copies through many online 
vendors. (If you need help getting a copy, I’d be happy 
to show you some options. – Greg)  

As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold;… 

As they offered gifts more rare 

 at that manager rude and bare; 

so may we with holy joy, 

 pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, 

 Christ! To thee, our heavenly King. 
    (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 119) 
The readings of the Epiphany season 

emphasize what God has done in and through 

Jesus.  The star shines and we rejoice in stories 

of his nativity and baptism.  He is God’s 

beloved and chosen one to bring the forgiveness of sins and “light to the Gentiles.”  We hear 

stories of his teaching, miracles, and acts of healing.  As the prophets foretold, we learn who 

he is, and we come at the end of the season of Epiphany (that means literally “shining 

upon”) to glimpse his transfiguration in glory.  He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5) who 

causes the heart to “thrill and rejoice” (Isaiah 60:5) and brings “Exceeding great 

joy” (Matthew 2:10), and new “boldness and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12) in the 

relationship with God and all creation.           - Frederick Borsch 

(Continued from page 1) The Season of Epiphany 
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Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are now available each week on our website 
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following link: 
www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons. 

    

Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 24, after the 10 am service 

A 
s part of our annual meeting, we will discuss some questions that will help us 

move through the Priest-in-charge process.  We need to begin to assess the 

sorts of ministry that are emerging and life-giving for the parish and then to 

imagine the sorts of ministry and leadership gifts we need to seek going forward.  The first 

step for us will be to look at the work we are doing together and to look at our strengths. 

During our annual meeting, we will follow an appreciative inquiry approach.  We will 

look at what is working and where we are having success.  We will discuss several ministry 

groups that are working well.  Some suggestions are: 

Church School 

The confirmation class 

Community Connections 

Learning communities in the church 

What other groups could you imagine? 

For each of these areas, we will be asking: 

What is the success?  What is the positive 

change?  Where is the energy or excitement? 

What qualities or gifts contribute to this 

success? 

What hope is emerging?  What do we want to 

continue or to create? 

Please think about different ministry groups 

or teams you have been participating part of 

in the parish?  What groups would you want 

to talk about or what group would you like to 

add?  Think about what has been working 

well and what qualities you can appreciate.  

Please come to the annual meeting ready to 

share what you have experienced. 

If you have responsibility for any group or committee in the parish, please submit your 

committee’s annual report to the parish office by Monday, January 11 so we can print 

and distribute the Annual Report the week before the Annual Meeting. 

Thank you for all your hard work! 

The Rev. Greg Welin 

“Y ou are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  In our 
own Baptism, we have been “marked as Christ’s own forever.”  

God is always with us, and we are his beloved children.  He longs for 
us to build a real, holy relationship with him.  Part of being a good 
steward is using the tools of prayer, study, corporate worship and 
generous giving to move steadily and intentionally toward that holy 
relationship. 

http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons
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Stewardship Reflection 

 

“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier 

than I is coming…he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit...’” (Luke 3:16) 
 

J esus’ immersion in the water is a sign for all human beings of the need 

to die to themselves to do God’s will.  In other words, as baptized 

Christians there is only one gift that we need to give to Jesus - the gift of 

ourselves.  Once we surrender ourselves to God, we will know in our hearts 

what God calls us to do. 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Our 

Lord which is remembered each year on the Sunday 

following the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6.  The event of 

Christ’s baptism is recorded in all four gospel accounts: 

“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 

of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 

‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Mark 

1:9-11). 

“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 

had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22). 

“The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, 

‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I 

came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John 

testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I 

myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 

And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God’” (John 1:29-34). 

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 

have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But 

Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 

Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:13-17). 

Men’s Group  Each 
Wednesday at noon a 

men’s group, a growing 
and informal gathering 
of men, meets for lunch 
at the Charcoal Chef. 

Recycle Your Christmas Cards 
All Christmas cards that have served their purpose and 

are now going to be put in the paper recycling 

should be brought to church- for further use!  

Please donate any cards you don't want to retain 

for memories.  If you have any questions about 

this request, ask me.  Thank you for your help 

in this next project.  Brenda 
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House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday 
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer 
and study, concluding with Compline.  If you would like to join House 
Church on Thurssday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net 
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net. 

 C. I. A. - The weekly bible study 
group that meets each Thursday at 
Louise Smith’s home has a new name.  
They are now calling themselves the C. 
I. A. (Christians  in Action) Discussion 
Group.  They meet every Thursday at 
10:30 am and are open to everyone. 

This Weekend’s Readings 
  

God’s Beloved Son 
 

 Isaiah 43:1-7 

I n this prophetic reading the Lord assures Israel that they are God’s 

chosen people.  They are not to fear: God will save them. 

 Psalm 29 

The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm: the 

Lord I mighty over land and sea. 

 Acts 8:14-17 

In this New Testament account we hear of the spread of the early church 

as converts are received from among the Samaritans. 

 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism.  Some people expected that 

John the Baptist might be the Christ, but he points to a yet mightier one to 

come whose baptism will be decisive.  The Holy Spirit is then manifest and 

shows this one to be Jesus.  A voice from heaven speaks to him in words that 

echo 

ancient 

oracles 

concerning 

the king 

and the 

calling of 

the Lord’s 

chosen 

servant. 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Gsp1
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Saturday, January 9th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Matthew & Thayer Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Karen Nash, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 

 
 

Sunday, January 10th 

8 am 

Ushers  Judie Ferris, Dick Leavenworth 

Lector  Dick Leavenworth 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Brenda Weir 
 

10 am 

Ushers  Kathy Baird, Church School Youth 

Lectors  Church School Youth 

Chalicers Peter Bowles 

Intercessor Church School Youth 

Acolytes Maille Kimble 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Dory Holmes 

Brenda Weir 

Saturday, January 16th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Barbara Grant 

Chalicer Sue Truner 

 
 

Sunday, January 17th 

8 am 

Ushers  Brenda Weir, Joan Wilson 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Ed Hord, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Hannah Kimball, Jake Kimball 

Counter Leslie Albrecht 

Altar Guild:  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman, 

Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir, Lois Zane 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Rich Baird, 

Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman 

Participating in the Services 

  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Contact Barbara Elmore to host a Sunday coffee hour. 
Thanks. 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 
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