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Family Members are to Protect the Unity of Their Home
We had “Baptism” service a few weeks ago. After the baptism
I shared with the congregation that each person we had just
seen baptized had been submerged into God’s Kingdom, and
also into a new Family. Christians are called to belong, not just
to believe. We are not alone, we have each other for support
and encouragement. Ephesians 2:19 says, The church exists to
provide fellowship for believers in Jesus.
Family members are to protect the unity of their home. The
Bible calls the church by many names:
• A fellowship (Acts 2:37-42)
• A family (1 Tim. 5:1-2)
• A body (Eph. 4:11-12)
• A flock (John 10:1-30)
The top priorities in all of these descriptions are harmony
and unity.
Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding
yourselves together with peace. Eph. 4:3 NLT
So then, let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build each other up. Romans 14:19 NLT
Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an
encouragement to those who hear them. Eph. 4:29 NLT
Everyone in a family needs to protect the unity as well as take responsibility for the life of the
church. This is not easy, but we will be learning some tips on how during our next unit of study in
our Bible Fellowship Classes. I hope to see you there as we do family together.
												

Pastor Ken

Welcome Home! When we hear the word “home”, several thoughts enter our mind. I remember each house we
lived in as I was growing up, but what I remember most is the family relationship that existed inside the house
which made it a “home”. I recall the laughter, encouragement, disappointments, struggles, etc. What about the
church? Is the church a “home”? When people visit our church do they find a “home” and a “family”––a place
to belong? Do our words & actions communicate the same message––Welcome Home! In this 6 week study
we will look at what we need to do so that, when we encounter those who are just beginning to come around
to the truth of God & His church, they don’t just hear, but also feel the same welcome God has given us in
Jesus Christ. In this study, we will focus on the first letter in our yearlong DESIGNED study which is D: God
DESIGNED us for His Kingdom Purposes to fulfill His Disciple’s Lifestyle.

BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

LET THE WORD OF CHRIST RICHLY DWELL WITHIN YOU… COLOSSIANS 3:16

7 Ways to Become a Welcoming Church
In his important book, Outgrowing the
Ingrown Church, Jack Miller recounted an
experience he had at a church in which he had
been invited to speak. As he and his wife walked
around and met people in the church, they
continually heard the members saying things
like, “We’re one of the friendliest churches in
the community,” and “we are a very friendly
church.” Sensing that something was not right
(since he had been told that the attendance of this
church had shrunk considerably over the past
several years), Miller began asking individuals
and officers in the church what was really going
on. What he discovered was that the congregants
were friendly--to one another in a cliquish way-but that the congregation had started relying on
the pastor to do all of the welcoming of visitors.
No one was inviting visitors into their homes for
meals or seeking to help integrate them into the
life of the church. By God’s grace, both pastor
and congregation repented of having lost sight
of the Great Commission and the role of the local
church in the world. Sadly, this story is all too
familiar with many churches in North America
in our day. In fact, many churches that grow do
so through leveraging an appearance of health
through staffing, structures and programs.
So, what can be done to foster a spiritual
friendliness and a welcoming culture in our
churches? Here are 6 things that we should labor
to implement into our churches:
1. Regularly pray for a set number of new
families and individuals. During the first
five years of church planting we repeatedly
prayed for 10 new families every year. When
the Lord answered this prayer, we would start

Excerpt by Nick Batzig

praying for 10 more. As we have grown, this
practice has declined. This should be an ongoing
practice. It should be done from the pulpit,
in small groups and bible studies. This will
help to stir the congregation up to be thinking
about being intentional about reaching out and
welcoming visitors. Additionally, it will be a
great encouragement to a congregation to see
how the Lord answers prayers in bringing these
families and individuals to the church. This shows
commitment to the Great Commission, to our
sincere desire to see God’s Kingdom come and
it shows dependence on the Lord for growth. In
addition to doing this at all gathered meetings,
congregants should be encouraged to do the
same thing in their homes during times of family
worship and prayer.
2. Intentionally sit by someone that you don’t
know. This is probably the least utilized and yet
most strategic step that can be taken to become a
welcoming church. It is easy to sit by someone you
don’t know when you attend a church of 40 to 50
people. This dynamic changes quickly at the 100 +
person mark. Also, we are creatures of habit and
naturally do not like change. We habitually like to
(…continued on page 7)

As parents, a helpful resource tool for you is our
SKETCH pages. This resource is designed to serve
as a discussion starter for continuing spiritual
conversations at home with your family. The content
of these pages coincides with what we are learning
in our Bible Fellowship classes. You can access these
pages on our website, fbcrussell.org, or you can pick
up a copy at our Welcome Centers. The goal is to
connect home and church!

PRESCHOOL &
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
For I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DECLARES THE LORD… JEREMIAH 29:11

It’s a New Year in Bible Fellowship!

from Tina Sparks

I am always excited about a new Bible Fellowship year. I pray
that your children are just as excited to start in their new Bible
Fellowship class, to meet the new teachers and to expect a
Lori Etter is the creator of our
great year. Another reason I am excited is the new theme our
wonderful Sketch pages. She has
church is focused on this year––“Designed”. This month your
been an intern to our Preschool &
child will be learning that God Designed Creation. He had a
Children’s ministries this past year,
wonderful plan and it is good. The scripture your child will be
& she is doing a fabulous job! Please
learning this month is Jeremiah 29:11-13 “For I know the plans
continue to pray for your staff &
that I have for you,” declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and
we will be praying for you and your
not for calamity to give you a future and a hope, ‘Then you
family as we continue to partner
will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen
together for God’s Kingdom. Let’s all
to you. You will see Me and find Me when you search for Me
be ready to learn what our Heavenly
with all your heart”.
Father wants us to know about
Last year we introduced to you SKETCH. It stands for
“Designed” and what it means to our
Spiritual Kids Equipped Through Church and Home. As many
spiritual growth as a church family.
of you know our church strongly believes that it is the parents
who are the primary discipleship leaders of their children. We
at FBC Russell are here to help equip the parents in an adult Bible Fellowship class, so they can be
successful to continue with their children’s spiritual growth at home. The children will be starting this
Bible Fellowship year learning about Creation, one of our 10 core concepts. You will see more about
this concept on our own take home page with SKETCH on it. One page with preschool on one side
and on the opposite side for the children in 1st – 5th grades.
On Sunday, September 16 from 6:30 to 7:00, pm Kevin Floyd and I will be conducting the “I’m a
Christian Now Class.” This is for children who have recently decided to follow Jesus and would like
to know more about what it means to follow Jesus. We have the parents to join their children for this
class. I will be getting an invitation letter mailed out. If you do not receive the letter, but would like to
know more about this class, please contact me. I can be reached at 606-836-5111 (ext. 1011) or call my
cell phone at 606-923-0888.

Freedom from Myself

Philippians 2:5-8

Love…does not seek its own (1 Cor. 13:4-5).

From “This Day with the Master”
By Dennis Kinlaw

Have you ever pondered the incredible delight of a negative freedom – not a license to do something,
but a freedom from something? Do you know what a joy it is to realize there are some things you do
not have to do? Perhaps the most thrilling of these neglected freedoms is that of not having to have
one’s own way. There is no greater slavery than that which insists you must have your own way –
or try very hard to get your own way – in every situation. Nothing in the world destroys human
relationships more quickly & more completely than this bondage to one’s own wishes. This tyranny
pollutes marriages, friendships, & parent-child relationships. The Word of God is very clear that we
can be liberated from it.
When the apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 13 that love is not self-seeking, he is dealing with
this insistence on fulfilling our own agendas. At the core of sin is my own self-will & demand that I
get what I want. If I am to be a Christian, I must settle in my life once & for all that the law of my life
is not my will, but Christ’s will. His will has to be supreme, & that means that my will has to be
crucified.
The Lord Jesus allows us to be wrong so many times in life in order to find out whether we can
live without having to get our own way. We are wrong often enough that we ought to know we
should never insist on our way unless it is divinely clear that it is His will we are seeking & not our
own. It is surprising what healing & growth can occur in human relationships when we reach the
place where we can bow to others & above all bow to Him.
Join us in Bible Fellowship as
we begin this new school year
growing in our relationships with
others – truly welcoming them in
a way that reflects our love for
the Lord.
Think about it – This only
happens as we are willing to put
others before ourself – and
Christ first!
It’s not something that just
happens! It is a decision. It is
intentional. And it flows from a
heart that is surrendered to our
Lord, letting Him live through us.
When this is real, and not just an
act of obligation, people young
and old are drawn to Him.

STUDENT MINISTRY:
SENIOR HIGH
TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL OF YOUR HEART… PROVERBS 3:5

How do we welcome others? We are going to spend some time thinking about this
question, and how we can become welcomers. The Bible shows us many ways to
welcome and show God’s love to others, but it’s up to us to learn and to put the art of
being a welcomer into practice. We’ll be looking at how we really measure up when it
comes to welcoming as well as how we can grow in this area. How can we go from
just going through the motions to becoming a person; that through the grace of the
Lord genuinely cares for others and wants them to receive the love of God and feel at
home in the church?

Sept. 2nd - Let’s take a look at how each one
of us are doing when it comes to
welcoming others. How do you think
you’re doing? How can you do better?
Sept. 9th - How can we go beyond the
superÞcial when it comes to welcoming
others? How do you show God’s love to
them?
Sept. 16th - How are you’re actions showing
that you love and care for others? How are
they showing that you want them involved
in the life of the church? Our actions
should convey the love of Christ at all
times. How can we do better at letting our
love be genuine when it comes to others?

Sept. 23rd - Sometimes showing God’s love
to others takes more than just a kind word
or a moment of your time. Sometimes we
really need to get involved through prayer
or action. How can we step up to the plate
to make a difference in the lives of others?
Sept. 30th - We need to remember to always
point the way to Christ. We are His
ambassadors and as such should be
showing His love to others as we welcome
them. How have you worked on this over
the last few weeks?
Oct. 7th - How can you or do you reach out
to others outside of church? What can you
do better in this respect?

This summer has been full of great
adventures. I always dread this time of
year. After about 3 months of having our
students home it’s time for them to go back
to school again. For some this is the start
of new journey. For others, it’s the last
step towards a degree. Wherever they are
in their journey I pray that school is not
their top priority. I pray that this summer
they were rejuvenated in Spirit and they
take that to their respective campuses.
That they make God and sharing His
Gospel their main objective.
During our trip to
Asheville we spoke
about being in the
wilderness. The
wilderness is not
always a bad place to
be. Jesus was led
there by the Spirit and
was able to overcome
Satan. I pray our
students are able to overcome whatever
faces them in the months ahead. I pray
that they are light wherever they go.
Our next 6 weeks is about welcoming others. I pray that
we be a people who welcomes folks where they but
challenges them to reach new growth for Jesus.
-Jamie

(…continued from page 2)

eat the same kinds of food that we enjoy and we
like to sit in the same seat in classrooms and in the
worship service. If congregants would intentionally
look for someone that they do not know well, and
sit by them in order to talk with them after the
service, the church would automatically take the
right steps toward becoming a welcoming church.
As Colin Marshall has helpfully suggested, when
you meet a visiting family before the service “sit
with them and help them feel comfortable in
this strange place by introducing ourselves and
explaining what is going on.” Assist them if they
look unfamiliar with the order of service and what
song/hymn book to use. Marshall further unpacks
this when he says, “Keep attending to newcomers’
needs. If they can’t find their way around the
Bible or the service outline, or they don’t have a
Bible…help them yourself. It is your meeting, not
the minister’s. It’s all about being observant and
outward-looking.”1
3. Go out of your way to talk with someone
you have not yet met. This can seem awkward-especially for introverts--if you are not in the
practice of doing it, but it gets easier and more
comfortable with practice. There are times when
people in a church have not met someone who has
been coming for many months. Obviously you
would not want to go up to them and say, “Is this
your first time here?” Rather, introduce yourself
and say something like, “Hi, I don’t think I’ve
met you all yet. My name is _____.” After they
introduce themselves to you, ask them how long
they’ve been coming to the church. Then ask them
about themselves--how long have they lived in
the area, where they work, where they are from
originally, etc. I have been told that these sorts of
questions are things only Americans ask, but they
help break the awkwardness of meeting someone
new and they open the door for you to get to know
others. Also, remember to be transparent about
your own life if they ask questions in return.
4. Introduce visitors to others in the
congregation who may have common interests.

This takes some thoughtful effort, but it is
immensely important. Having done the work
of breaking the ice, intentionally think about
connecting visitors to others in the congregation.
If you find out that a visiting family or individual
is from a certain city--far from where the church
is--and you know that others are from the same
city, bring them together so that they have a
feeling of commonality with someone. This can
also be done with occupations.
If you meet someone who works at a certain
company and you know that someone else in the
congregation works there, ask them if they have
met that person. If they haven’t, this is a perfect
opportunity to connect them with someone in the
congregation that they may see semi-regularly
outside of worship. If the visitor you meet works
in health care introduce them to others in the
congregation who are nurses, doctors, etc. If they
are musicians, introduce them to other musicians.
If they homeschool, introduce them to other
mothers who are involved in the homeschooling
community. If they have children who attend a
public school, try to introduce them to families in
the congregation who have children who attend
the same school.
Also, seek to introduce visitors to others in the
congregation who may be at a similar stage of
life (i.e. singles, young families with children of
similar age, retirees, etc.).

MONDAY

5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class
6:30-7 p.m. CNCC

30

12-4 p.m. 101 Class
5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class
6:30-7 p.m. CNCC

23

6:30-7 p.m. Children’s
New Christian Class
7:15 p.m. Church
Business Meeting

11-12 Noon Ladies
Upper Room Prayer Hr.

9:30-12:30 p.m.
Stitches of Love

18

3:30-12 Mid. Men &
Boys trip to a Wild
Game Dinner @
Winchester KY
6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

9:30-12:30 p.m.
Stitches of Love

25

16

24

17

3-7 p.m. “Church Picnic
@ Greenbo Lake

6 p.m. Church CL. Mtg

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry
6 p.m. Budget Mtg

6:30-7:30 a.m. Men’s
Devotional Breakfast
9:30-12:30 p.m.
Stitches of Love

11

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

10

9

5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

12 Noon Singles Lunch

6:30-7:30 a.m. Men’s
Devotional Breakfast
9 a.m. Kitchen Com.
9:30-12:30 p.m.
Stitches of Love
6 p.m. WMU Prisms
Mission Event
7 p.m. Deacons’ Mtg.

3 Labor Day 4

5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class

W EDNESDAY
WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

TUESDAY

26

19

12

6:45 p.m. RA’s go to
Dairy Queen

5

6:15-8 P.M. Youth Rally
6:45 p.m. Prayer & Devotional Service
GA’s, RA’s & Mission Friends
7 p.m. Praise Team
7:30 p.m. Choir Practice
9:01 p.m. 901 College Class - Chapel

2

AM
9:00 AM Worship & Bible Fellowship Classes
10:30 AM Worship & Bible Fellowship Classes
And Children’s’ Church
PM
5:00 p.m. Take One Drama Team
6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir, TeamKids,
Bible Skills & Thrills
Evening Worship Service

SUNDAY SERVICES

SUNDAY

27

20

9-11:30 a.m. MOPS

13

6

THURSDAY

28

21

Gym in use all day in
preparation for the
Women’s Simulcast
Event

14

7

FRIDAY

5:30-8:30 p.m. Adult 13
Class Mtg. O.F. H.

29

22

Women’s Beth Moore
Simulcast event.
Sanctuary, Gym &
Kitchen will be used

15

5:30 p.m. TWL Dinner-Gym

11-5 p.m. Private Event—
Old Fellowship Hall

8

1

SATURDAY

2018

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY

MINISTRY STAFF
Ken Gowin, Pastor

9 a.m.
–– 1st Morning Worship & 1st Bible Fellowship
10:30 a.m.
–– 2nd Morning Worship & 2nd Bible Fellowship
–– Children’s Worship (1st-3rd grades) – Family Life Center
6:30 p.m.
–– Evening Worship
–– Preschool Ministry (Age 4 – Kindergarten)
–– Children’s Ministry (1st – 5th grades)

WEDNESDAY

6:15 p.m.
–– Middle School Ministry (6th-8th grades)
–– High School Ministry (9th-12th grades)
6:45 p.m.
–– Worship & Devotional Service
–– Preschool Ministry (Mission Friends; Age 4–Kindergarten)
–– Children’s Ministry (R.A.’s & G.A.’s; Boys & Girls in 1st-5th grades)
9:01 p.m.
–– 901 College & Career Worship Service
Nurseries are provided during regularly scheduled services.

FBC RUSSELL

–– Office hours are Monday through Friday 9 a.m. –– 4 p.m.

FBC
RUSSELL

Where Faith Meets Family

Kevin Floyd
Minister of Families & Small Groups
Brett Nance
Minister of Connections & Missions
Jason Davis
Minister of Students and Families
Nancy Gowin
Minister of Middle School & Families
Tina Sparks
Minister of Children & Families
Jim Wilcox
Minister of Music and Worship
Lisa Wilcox
Music Assistant
David Lily
Ministry Assistant

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Awaiting Baptism
Connor York
Chris Hayes
Millie Eastham
Molly White
Nicholas Collins
Savanah Maynard
Isabelle Mullins
Ramona Helton

P: 606-836-5111 • F: 606-833-2405
www.fbcrussell.org • info@fbcrussell.org
901 Ashland Drive • P.O. Box U • Russell, KY 41169-0518

Shawnia Pruitt
Cassie Williams
Joseph Butcher

