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Dear Teacher, 

This week in our ABF Classes we will study this central point – Following God’s plan 

will require change in your life, but it’s worth it.  If we’re totally honest, how many of us, 

including me, feel totally at peace with that statement?  We want to be able to say that 

in full sincerity, but it’s a bit tough sometimes.  We all have our own agenda or plans that 

we think are best and that we want to accomplish.  There’s nothing wrong with having 

our own plans.  And those plans may even be great plans, but what happens when they 

don’t line up with God’s plans?  Now there is where the real issue lies.  What then?  Do 

we continue with our plan or do we yield to God’s plan?  When God’s plan does not line 

up with ours, can we say then – Following God’s plan will require change in our life, but 

it’s worth it?   

Is it worth it?  The answer to that question is a resounding “YES!”  It might be worth 

taking a moment for us to remember that God is all-knowing; therefore, He sees the full 

picture!  That should sound familiar.  That is the third aspect of our yearlong DESIGNED 

study.  God DESIGNED us to See the Full Picture of Christmas and how that picture is to 

be reflected in us to fulfill His Kingdom purposes.  Our DESIGNED theme verses in 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 remind us that God boldly declares that He knows the plans He has for 

us.  Does that mean you and me?  Well, only you can answer that question for yourself, 

but our answer to that question reveals much about our spiritual maturity. 

You see, God does not make mistakes.  He created us in His image and DESIGNED 

us as His workmanship to be in right relationship with Him in order to fulfill His Kingdom 

purposes.  In order to be in right relationship with Him, He had to send His Son, Jesus, to 

be the perfect sacrificial payment for our sin.  Sin is utter rebellion against God.  Sin broke 

relationship with God and permanently separated us from Him.  Only God the Father 

could restore the relationship.  His plan to do so was always in place.  Revelation 13:8 says 

– All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written 

from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.  This 

verse assures us that God’s plan of redemption was in place before the foundation of the 

world. 
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We remember that plan at Christmas as we celebrate the Incarnation.  John 1:14 

explains Incarnation in this way – And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 

we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

God Himself became flesh in the form of a baby.  This baby would be named Jesus.  He 

would be described as Immanuel which means ‘God with us’.  The Divine – Son of God – 

wrapped Himself in flesh just like His created ones and dwelt among His creation as the 

Son of Man. 

Joseph is no different than you and I.  He wrestled with God’s plan.  He had a plan 

to deal with the cards he had been dealt, but God had other plans in mind.  God revealed 

those plans to him through an angel.  Upon hearing God’s plan, Joseph obeyed God and 

changed course risking insult, ridicule, and much more.  What about you and me?  Are we 

willing to do the same?  Remember – we are learning this Sunday that Following God’s 

plan will require change in our life, but it’s worth it.  Have you found that to be true in 

your life thus far?  Has it been worth it to follow God’s plan?  Pastor Ken clearly set the 

stage in a sermon a few weeks ago – “The flesh always despises the things of the Spirit.  

When our faith fails or is struggling, we will run back to the world trying to figure it out on 

our own using the world’s methods.”   

Considering all this, let’s dive into this lesson entitled – Joseph’s Obedience – and 

allow Holy Spirit to teach us about allowing Him to align our will to His.  Remember, we 

just learned in our previous unit of study on The Model Prayer that we should be praying 

for God’s kingdom come and for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.  He 

wants to accomplish His will through us as we submit our will to Him and walk in 

obedience trusting Him and His perfect plan.   This is God’s DESIGN! 

This is going to be a great study.  We have a lot to discuss.  Thanks for teaching!  

Keep up the great work!  God is moving and working!  Let’s join Him in what He is doing! 


