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Is There Something Broken That You Could Help With?
When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God
of heaven. Neh. 1:4 NASB
Are you a problem solver? When a challenge is put before you
do you run, get busy, recruit people or just think about it until the
thoughts go away? Most of us like to think of ourself as a doer or a
get it done person. Some of us are procrastinators and we put things
off to the last moment. When Nehemiah heard the walls of Jerusalem
lay in ruins and that the survivors of the disaster lived in distress
and disgrace his heart wanted to do something to help. No one
knew what to do or if anything could be done to bring change and
Nehemiah was no exception. Not knowing how to go about working
on a solution made him do what every good leader would do; he
fasted and prayed.
When someone prays earnestly something happens. Solutions
may not come quickly but something happens in the heart of the one
praying to the true God. For Nehemiah the burden of the destroyed
walls took hold of him until he started to take some ownership of
the problem. It made him sit quietly in front of the Lord longing
to receive directions from God that would guide him. His prayers
started to allow Nehemiah to see a vision of what God’s answer to rebuilding the walls would look like.
His prayers also motivated him to take that vision and act upon it, believing God could do the impossible.
I’m wondering if there is something broken that you could help with? You have thought about it,
but the brokenness looks bigger than you and you wouldn’t even know where to start. Let me suggest
Nehemiah as an example. We will be looking at his life in our Bible Fellowship Classes over the next
weeks. Why not be a part? And, why not start like Nehemiah did, with prayer and fasting? Who knows –
God may well do the impossible using you.
							
Pastor Ken
Serving God is not a one day per week activity. It is a daily command. When asked which is the Greatest Commandment
in the Law, Jesus replied in Matthew 22:37-39, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART,
AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. This is the great and foremost commandment. The
second is like it, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” Matthew 20:25-28 says: But Jesus called them
to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority
over them. It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many.” God’s love in us compels us to serve God and others. In this study, we will let
the example of Nehemiah teach us about building a life of service. This study will also lead us to the last letter in our
RESTORES study which is S: God RESTORES us as Christians when we Step up to challenges in His strength.
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LET THE WORD OF CHRIST RICHLY DWELL WITHIN YOU… COLOSSIANS 3:16

Seven Leadership Lessons That Apply to You
by Charles R. Swindoll

When most folks hear the term leader, they
think of presidents, pastors, teachers, and
CEOs. But very few think of
themselves. And yet, it’s true.
You are a leader. As a Christian,
you are an influencer for
Christ, an ambassador for
the Lord, and a change-agent
for the gospel of God’s grace.
In fact, I have discovered in
the book of Nehemiah seven
principles of leadership that
apply to you. Nehemiah’s
example offers principles
you can apply immediately to your sphere of
influence.
The first principle involves a passion for the
project. Passion includes vision, enthusiasm, drive,
determination, and creativity. People with passion
can grasp the big picture without becoming
enmeshed in or preoccupied with all the details.
Nehemiah could hardly sleep as he imagined
himself accomplishing God’s objective. His
passion was off the chart.
The second principle includes an ability to
motivate others. Getting along well with others is
a crucial part of leadership. This would include
such skills as verbalizing ideas, dreams, and
concerns; articulating goals succinctly and simply;
and demonstrating grace with a heavy dose of
enthusiasm and encouragement. Leaders who
motivate always inspire others to do their best.
They quickly affirm and remember to give credit
where credit is due. Nehemiah was strong in all
those qualities.

The third principle is having an unswerving
confidence in God. Nehemiah’s journal is filled with
prayers—silent ones, short
ones, specific ones. He never
failed to remind the people
of the Lord’s presence and
protection. Leaders who are
authentic will consistently
turn others’ attention to the
true Source of strength—the
One who can accomplish
the impossible. Their faith
is contagious. While they
may occasionally doubt their
own ability, they do not doubt God’s invincible
commitment to His work.
Resilience and patience through opposition mark
the fourth principle. Nehemiah endured it all:
sarcasm, suspicion, gossip, mockery, threats,
anonymous notes, false accusations—you name
it. Sound familiar? None of it moved Nehemiah.
No leader can survive if he or she cannot remain
patient and resilient through criticism. It is
important to be firm in purpose without becoming
cranky, vengeful, or mean-spirited.
(continued on page 6...)

As parents, a helpful resource tool for you is our
SKETCH pages. This resource is designed to serve
as a discussion starter for continuing spiritual
conversations at home with your family. The content
of these pages coincides with what we are learning
in our Bible Fellowship classes. You can access these
pages on our website, fbcrussell.org, or you can pick
up a copy at our Welcome Centers. The goal is to
connect home and church!

PRESCHOOL &
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
For I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DECLARES THE LORD… JEREMIAH 29:11

What a Great Summer! from Tina Sparks
This summer has been actioned-packed. The children in the 4th–6th grades made their way to Centrikid
camp June 12-16. We went to the beautiful campus at Campbellsville University in Campbellsville,
KY. During that week we had morning quiet time with God. This is a great way to teach the children
to make God a priority during the first part of their day. I am hoping the children have continued this
new way of thinking about God so they want alone time with our Heavenly Father everyday. The photo
below shows the children during their quiet time. Parents, I highly recommend that you model this in
your life with our One Year Through the Bible. I know that has been the best thing I have done for myself
as I grow in my relationship with Christ. I have a praise report; three children prayed to dedicate their
lives to the Lord while at camp.
VBS was the week of July 23-27. We had an amazing turnout with a high night of 253 children. I
praise God that many children heard the Gospel message and then when Ken did the invitation 24 came
forward. I believe in my heart that the 10 I had the privilege to speak with truly accepted Christ as their
Savior. My prayer for all the children on the platform that night isthat they are or will be adopted children
of the Risen Savior and will follow in the waters of baptism. I can’t thank the ministry team members
enough for all of their hard work and energy for these decisions to be made. Every ministry part was
essential to the decisions made, and I pray God continues to bless this church. I also pray that the young
ones making the decision to be a Christian will continue to attend our church and be discipled.
On September 16, 2018 Kevin and I will be conducting the I’m a Christian Now Class. The children
giving their lives to Christ at camp and VBS will be invited as well as the children who have recently
made decisions. We will meet in the Children’s Theater on the second floor in the Building of the
Generations at 6:30 pm and end at 7:00 pm each night. The children will go to their scheduled classes
and the parents are encouraged to attend the evening Worship following the class.
September 2 will be the children’s promotion day. For August, the children are asked to continue
to report to the grade they just completed (not the grade they are in). They will start their new Bible
Fellowship class on September 2nd.

Building Relationships
Through Summer Fun !!!

STUDENT MINISTRY:
SENIOR HIGH
TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL OF YOUR HEART… PROVERBS 3:5

It’s been a great summer with lots of fun activities and changed lives. We are working
our way through Nehemiah in Bible Fellowship class, and just as Nehemiah built a
wall because of his great love for God we are called to build relationships with others.
As the new school year approaches who can you build a relationship with to
intentionally tell them about Jesus? Who can you invite to church with you? How can
you make a difference in the lives of others for the glory of the Lord?

MISSIONS
& CONNECTIONS

YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD… MATTHEW 5:14

(…continued from page 2)

The fifth principle to adopt is a practical,
balanced grip on reality. While the good leader may
have dreams and ideas, he or she doesn’t live in a
dreamworld of ideals. The actual facts—the hard
pieces of evidence—are in clear focus. Nehemiah
told the workers who were rebuilding Jerusalem’s
wall to stay at their jobs. He, at the same time,
wisely stationed others to protect the wall from
attack. Smart. Discerning. Tough. He acted
without overreacting. Good leaders maintain that
needed balance between staying positive and
keeping aware of the negative.
Number six is a willingness to work hard and
remain unselfish. Most Christian leaders have at
least one thing in common: diligence. They also
know the value of calling it a day. (Diligence
and workaholism are not synonyms.) Because of
his hard work, Nehemiah was appointed to be
“governor of Judah” (Nehemiah 5:14), even before
the wall was rebuilt. He accepted his appointment
humbly, refusing special treatment and willingly
sacrificing for the good of the people. Nehemiah
could have led a clinic on servant leadership.
The seventh principle––leaders must have
the discipline to finish the job. Good leaders are
finishers. They know how to concentrate on
essentials without allowing perfectionistic details
to block the path. I am certain that some of the
wall’s stones were a tad crooked, and a few of the
joints may have been loose. Perhaps a gate or two
wasn’t perfectly level, and it’s possible a hinge
or two squeaked…but that baby got done. Mission
accomplished. The end. Done! (I love that word.)
And when the task is finished, good leaders
celebrate…they have fun! In Nehemiah’s case,
they had a blast walking on the wall, marching
and dancing, shouting and singing. What a grand

and
glorious
party!
Christian leaders with
character continue to be in demand. Ezekiel
recorded God’s search for leaders who would
“stand in the gap in the wall [of righteousness]
so I wouldn’t have to destroy the land,” but,
tragically, He “found no one” (Ezekiel 22:30).
God’s search continues today. Let’s determine
to be the women and men for whom God
is searching to stand in the gap. Let’s be the
Nehemiahs of this generation—Christians who
get things done for God’s glory, standing strong
on rock-solid principles of leadership.

SUNDAY

27

26

5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

4:30-8 p.m. Sketch Sun.-Gym
5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class

2:30- 6:30 p.m. Connect
4 Christ—Gym, Chapel,
Old Fellowship Hall

20

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

6 p.m. Budget &
Finance

13

6 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery Ministry

9:30-12:30 p.m.
Stitches of Love

6:45 p.m. SpeakerCameron Mills

29

7:30 p.m. Choir Resumes

6 p.m. Church Cl. Mtg

28

6:45 p.m. Christmas in August
(RA’s to attend)

22

15

8

9:30-12:30 p.m.
Stitches of Love
11-12 Noon Ladies
“Upper Rm.” Prayer Hr.

21

9:30-12:30 p.m. Stitches
of Love Quilt Guild

14

7 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting

9:30-12:30 p.m. Stitches
of Love Quilt Guild

9:00 a.m. Kitchen
Cleanup

7

6:45-9 p.m. Children’s
Water Fun Night

EACH SUNDAY EVENING
5:00 p.m. Take One Drama Team
6:30 p.m. TeamKids, Bible Skills & Thrills
Evening Worship Service

6

9 a.m. Middle School
Youth trip to the Ark

1

W EDNESDAY

9:00 AM Worship & Bible Fellowship Classes
10:30 AM Worship & Bible Fellowship Classes
And Children’s Worship Service

TUESDAY
EACH SUNDAY MORNING

MONDAY

19

6:30 p.m. Baptismal
Service

5--6 p.m. Pastor’s Class

12

6:30 p.m. Baby
Dedication Service

5-6 p.m. Pastor’s Class

12 Noon Singles Lunch

5

6:15-8 P.M. Youth
6:45 p.m. Prayer &
Devotional Service
GA’s, RA’s & Mission
Friends
7 p.m. Praise Team
7:30 p.m. Choir Pract.
9:01 p.m. 901 College

WED. SCHEDULE

30

23

16

9

6-8 p.m. Upward
Soccer EvaluationGym & Lobby

2

THURSDAY

August 2018

31

24

17

10

3

FRIDAY

1:30- 6 p.m. Private Event—
Old Fellowship Hall

25

18

5:30 TWL Dinner - Gym

11

10-12 p.m. Upward Soccer
Evaluation-Gym & Lobby

4

SATURDAY

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY

MINISTRY STAFF
Ken Gowin, Pastor

9 a.m.
–– 1st Morning Worship & 1st Bible Fellowship
10:30 a.m.
–– 2nd Morning Worship & 2nd Bible Fellowship
–– Children’s Worship (1st-3rd grades) – Family Life Center
6:30 p.m.
–– Evening Worship
–– Preschool Ministry (Age 4 – Kindergarten)
–– Children’s Ministry (1st – 5th grades)

WEDNESDAY

6:15 p.m.
–– Middle School Ministry (6th-8th grades)
–– High School Ministry (9th-12th grades)
6:45 p.m.
–– Worship & Devotional Service
–– Preschool Ministry (Mission Friends; Age 4–Kindergarten)
–– Children’s Ministry (R.A.’s & G.A.’s; Boys & Girls in 1st-5th grades)
9:01 p.m.
–– 901 College & Career Worship Service

Kevin Floyd
Minister of Families & Small Groups
Brett Nance
Minister of Connections & Missions
Jason Davis
Minister of Students and Families
Nancy Gowin
Minister of Middle School & Families
Tina Sparks
Minister of Children & Families
Jim Wilcox
Minister of Music and Worship
Lisa Wilcox
Music Assistant

Nurseries are provided during regularly scheduled services.

FBC RUSSELL

–– Office hours are Monday through Friday 9 a.m. –– 4 p.m.
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Where Faith Meets Family
P: 606-836-5111 • F: 606-833-2405
www.fbcrussell.org • info@fbcrussell.org
901 Ashland Drive • P.O. Box U • Russell, KY 41169-0518

David Lily
Ministry Assistant

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
By Statement

Awaiting Baptism

Steve Evans
Melissa Evans
Braden Rucker
Benton Rucker
Verna Connelly Potter
John Barber
Soyon Barber
Joseph Barber
Daniel Barber
Darrin Black
Michelle Black
Gary Coovert
Angela Coovert
Erik Hall
Gage Patterson
Steffany Patterson

Nick Inskeep
Jacob Gregg
Nicholas Collins
Savanah Maynard
Isabelle Mullins
Sydney Reed
Ramona Helton
Renae Keeton
Anthony McKee
Jose Benjamin McKee
Shawnia Pruitt
Paul Smith
Phoebe Smith
Sotsy Sode
Cassie Williams

