
Sincerely Wrong                             
Acts 5:17-42 

 

And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons,  

after receiving authority from the chief priests, but I also cast my vote against them  

when they were being put to death.   Acts 26:10 

 

Now Saul approved of putting Stephen to death.  And on that day a great persecution began  
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea  

and Samaria, except for the apostles.  Some devout men buried Stephen, and mourned loudly  
for him.  But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house; and he would  

drag away men and women and put them in prison.   Therefore, those who had been scattered  

went through places preaching the word.  Acts 8:1-4 
 

When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside  
their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul.  Acts 7:58 

 
 

Some Needed Points About Paul 
 

• Paul was about ____ – ____ when Stephen was stoned. 
 
 

• But Paul said, “I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city; and I beg 
you, allow me to speak to the people.”  Acts 21:39  
 

 

• But when they stretched him out with straps, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, 
“Is it lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?”  When the centurion 
heard this, he went to the commander and told him, saying, “What are you about to do? For 

this man is a Roman.”  The commander came and said to Paul, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” 
And he said, “Yes.”  The commander answered, “I acquired this citizenship for a large sum of 

money.” And Paul said, “But I was actually born a citizen.”  Therefore, those who were about 
to interrogate him immediately backed away from him; and the commander also was afraid 

when he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had put him in chains.    
Acts 22:25-29 
 

 

• circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the 

righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.  Philippians 3:5-6 
 

 

• Studied with ____________, a member of the Sanhedrin 
 

 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, 
strictly according to the Law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are today.” 

Acts 22:3 



 
Some Things We Can Learn 
 

• It is possible to be __________ and zealous about our _________, but be sincerely ___________. 
 

 For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of 
God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of 

my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral 
traditions.  Galatians 1:13-14 

 

 

• It is possible to be very ____________ and knowledgeable about many things and still be sincerely 
_________. 
 
And when I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come as someone superior in speaking 

ability or wisdom, as I proclaimed to you the testimony of God.  For I determined to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  I also was with you in weakness 

and fear, and in great trembling,  and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not 

rest on the wisdom of mankind, but on the power of God.  1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

But while knowledge makes us feel important, it is love that strengthens the church.   
1 Corinthians 8:1c 
 

But a natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness  
to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.   

1 Corinthians 2:14 
 
 

• No matter how you _______ to others – everyone has a _______ side. 
 

“Amazing grace! 
How sweet the sound that saved a ___________ like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, was ___________, but now I see.” 
 
 

• Embrace this truth – no matter what you have ________, no one is beyond ________. 
 
 
 

• Even though we have ___________, we can have a ______ ________ with God through _________. 


