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Sunday, May 19th
Immediately following worship
All are invited to the Second Annual Strawberry
Festival by the Legacy Society!
~We will be celebrating the lives of Kris Caldwell
and Nancy Denison, as well as others.
~There will be strawberries, ice cream, pound cake
and biscuits.
~There will also be kids’ activities!
Please see any Legacy Member for details. Legacy
members are: Rick Powell, Sonja Scott, Betty
Moore, Rick Jensen, and Jimmy Sweet-Laughlin.

We are on the brink of a new generation of children
growing up in our midst while taking seriously our
ministry to individuals and families without kids.
Maybe you’ve noticed the growing number of kids here
on Sunday morning learning the stories of Jesus and
developing a love of worship AND community service.
Meanwhile things like study groups, women’s retreats
and Theology on Tap give the adults around here a
precious opportunity to open up with one another.

“My daughter is on the brink of everything.”
This is how Courtney Martin described her sixteen
month old daughter in her essay “Reuniting with
Awe”. Everything her little girl experiences ushers in
a whole new world- a daisy, an M&M, being swung
by her hands- “do it again, mommy!”

And, dare I say it, we are on the brink of a new kind
of Christianity, a kind of Christianity that seeks to take
the life-affirming practices of the secular world like
Yoga, gardening, book clubs, meditation, play groups
and volunteering; and center them in the life of Jesus
Christ.

This is also the title for Parker Palmer’s newest book“On the Brink of Everything”. Palmer is about to turn
80 and has been writing for most of those years. This
book is his reflection on “Grace, Gravity, and Getting
Old”. After acknowledging that his body is showing
plenty of the effects of having lived eighty years, he
boldly claims that he likes being old, especially when
he is able to live in the moment and savor the little
things each new day brings- a good night’s sleep, the
way the sun lights up the frost on his bedroom
window at sunrise, and the first sip of his morning
coffee.

This is an exciting time to be part of the church. This is
an exciting time to be a member of the faith community
we call Christian Temple. At such a time as this, we call
upon all the members of this congregation to consider
making a financial pledge that will help us take the
thrilling steps that will carry us from “on the brink” into
“a brand new world”!
Shalom,
Rick

Each day to which he awakens is another day to be on
the brink of everything. Which is also how I like to
think of the life of this 115 year old congregation.
Sure, we are old! But, we are also on the brink of
everything!
Consider our recent life:
We are on the brink of living into our call to
welcome all of God’s people- not only to give everyone a place at the table but to ask everyone to help us
design the menu! What a delight it is as your pastor to
look around and find members of the LGBTQ+ being
warmly and enthusiastically drawn into the bonds of
this community. And how cool is it that we have a
growing number of people in our faith community for
whom English isn’t their first language. All means all!
We are on the brink of becoming a neighborhood
congregation with a metropolitan draw. Most of
our newest members have come to us from right
around the neighborhood while dozens of people we
never see in Sunday morning worship (but are here
during the week for school or maybe a little support)
think of this as their church! Meanwhile our history,
our denominational identity and our vibrant music and
worship lures people of faith to worship here from far
and wide.
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Led by Sherry Welch, "Poetry and the Spirit" will look at how several poets have expressed their
spirituality and thoughts on the human condition through their words. Each Sunday, participants will
learn a little information about a particular poet's life and how it influenced their art. Selected poems from
books written by the author will be read as well.
May 5th— We will consider the work of Ellen Bass in her book, Like a Beggar. In it, she explores life's
essential question: How do we go on? In each poem she confronts the "hard evidence of the earth", with
unflinching honesty, graceful simplicity, and in the end, with hope.
May 12th— The focus will be on Anne Sexton, whose book The Awful Rowing Toward God influenced
the thinking of many theologians. In it, she explores the dilemmas and triumphs, the agony and the
peace, of her own faith. Anne Sexton writes, “I cannot walk and inch/without trying to walk to God. I
cannot move a finger/without trying to reach God.” Her poetry speaks to our deepest yearnings, for love
and our deepest fears of evil and death.
May 19th— Singer/Songwriter/Poet Leonard Cohen is the featured artist. We will consider his final
book, The Flame. Adam Cohen writes, “This volume contains my father’s final efforts as a poet. It is
what he was staying alive to do, his sole breathing purpose at the end.” We will also listen to Leonard
Cohen’s epic song, “Hallelujah”.
May 26th— This last Sunday is reserved for the poetry of the Bible. We will look at selections from
Psalms and Song of Solomon, as well as a surprise verse or two.
Please join us on any given Sunday morning at 9:30 in the library!

Our Spring Art Exhibit is Here!

MAY 5TH

Art work for the next three
weeks will be in the
Gathering! Our theme for
this exhibit is “Love Your
Neighbors” and there
will be much to catch your
eyes in the many portraits,
sketches and diversity of
people who will fill our
easels and gallery walls.
Featured artists are: Susan
McCurdy Yonkers, Emily
Luking, Lyman Goon,
Edward Williams, Bronwyn
Haymes, Vicki Cearfoss,
Jane Byers, and Janet
McKenzie.
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BROWN BAG LUNCH
Tips for Offering Care for the
Aging in Our Lives
Mark you calendars now to bring your lunch
with you (and maybe one to share!) and stay
after worship for about an hour for a brief
presentation on how to offer care and support (both physical and mental) for the aging
people in our lives.
We'll have a few expert
caregivers on hand to share
some of their wisdom and
then we'll share our own stories.
We hope YOU can come!

CAMP & CONFERENCE PROGRAMS!

Baltimore Faeries Market

NEW REGISTRATION PROCESS
AND DEADLINES

Saturday, May 11th
11am-6pm

Brochures are in the Gathering, attached to
your March Sower email, and on the
Christian Temple website!

The Church grounds will be transformed to a
magical faerie market for just one day! Grab
your market bag and come celebrate spring,
the return of warm weather, the spirit of nature,
fairies, folklore, and mythology. Delight in our
artisan faerie vendors, enjoy our enchanting
musicians, and visit with the elves, mermaids,
and fae folk of all kinds. To buy a limited edition
Fairy Market Bag of your own, go to: https://
www.bigwhimsy.com/baltimore-faeriesmarket.html

www.christiantemple.org
Contact the church office to receive your
special coupon code (available for children,
youth, and young adults). This code will give
eligible participants a 50% scholarship ! Online
Camp Registration and Electronic Payment is
encouraged and now available using the new site:
app.campdoc.com/register/ccca

or just show up, if you trust your luck! Volunteers needed to help the faeries; contact Amy
January at amyfaejanuary@gmail.com if you
are interested in helping out!

Applying for camp using CampDoc.com permits you
to complete a secure Camper Registration and
Medical Form, pay by Credit or Debit Card, and
even spread out your payments.
We can still provide hard copy versions if needed,
as well as PDF versions can be downloaded off the
CCCA website at
www.cccadisciples.org/camp
Please check the camp dates to ensure your camper will be able to attend for the whole time. For
information, contact the Regional Office toll free at
877-942-8266 x201 or by e-mail at:
campregistrar@cccadisciples.org

Registration and
Payment Deadlines
April 1 for all spring events
• June 1 for all summer events
• September 1 for all fall events
•

You Can’t Go Home Again
by Thomas Wolfe

An Early Bird Discount is available on all camp
applications submitted with the minimum payment by the above deadlines.

Questions? Contact Lyman Goon at
goongold@aol.com or the church
office at 410-747-2041.

All registration fees are due in full at least 14
business days prior the event.
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It’s Time to Register for Vacation Bible School
We want to invite all children from age 4 through those completing 4th grade to this year’s Vacation Bible School
(VBS) called, “To Mars and Beyond: Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You”. VBS will take place from
June 24-28 from 9 am to 12 noon right here at Christian Temple. Kids will experience a Bible-based fun time in
an outer space environment as they learn about the wonders of God's universe. We will have a week filled with
Bible stories, music, mission projects, crafts, science, a reptile show, games, and a puppet show!
To register for VBS, go to https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/CTemple or pick up a registration form at church. For
more information, contact Donna Goon at 410-750-1936 or at donna.goon@gmail.com. You may also contact the
church office at 410-747-2041 or go to the church website for more information.

Check for These Supplies for Vacation Bible School!
We need lots of supplies for VBS crafts, science, games and for our set. Here is a current list of things you might
have around the house that you could donate or lend to us. There is a purple box in the Gathering where you can
place these items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4x6 canvas boards - need 36
(Amazon has these in packs of 12)
Aluminum Foil
Glitter glue
Paint pens
Styrofoam plates
Shaving cream
Star stickers
1 box baking soda
Dot stickers
Black paint
Gray paper

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Freezer pizza cardboard circles
Baby food jars
Battery operated tea lights
30-40 antacid tablets
40 thick walled clear plastic
drinking cups
Rainbow –colored parachute
“Alien” dress up clothes &
accessories

Vacation Bible School Still Needs Volunteers
We need lots of volunteers to make VBS happen, including teacher helpers and teen aides. You don’t have to
work the whole week—we’ll take your help any day that you can make it June 24-28. We encourage youth in
high school and middle school to be part of the fun. Adults and teens who wish to volunteer can also register at
our VBS website.

For the Mission portion of VBS, we are making care packages for the homeless.
We need the following (in TRAVEL or SAMPLE size):
•
•
•
•
•

soaps (bars, preferably)
new shampoos
toothpaste
toothbrushes
Lotions

Look for our box in the Gathering!
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4 James Pugh
5

8

Andra Williams
Erin Lal
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Amelia Haymes

18 Matthew Cerame

Bronwyn Haymes

Dan Guonjian-Pettit

Michael January

Dawn January

25 Doug Kruse
26 Conner January
Joe Pettit

6 James Byrne

12 Bruce Nichols

20 Micah Powell

Bill LaVeck

14 Katie Manger

21 Andy Eaker

Johnnie Fries

23 Kelly Mueller

28 Daniel Broadwater

Taylor Malinofsky 16 Nick Gough
Michael Saks
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17 Evan Barnes

27 Jesse Fisher

29 Jean O'Donnell

Steve Moore

30 Amy January
Alaina (Storie) Redwinski

New Christian Temple Members
Over the past two Sundays it has been our joy to welcome
three new members into the fellowship of Christian Temple.
Two weeks ago Merlin and Tami Taylor transferred their
membership to Christian Temple. The Taylors came to
Baltimore by way of California and were introduced to the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) by the good people at
First Christian Church.
On Easter we were thrilled to welcome Susan Safford as an
official member of our congregation. Susan and her daughter, Hope Cursey, have been contributing to the life of the
church in many ways for the past several years. Hope was
active first in Chi Rho and then CYF after being introduced
to Christian Temple through the Catonsville Children’s
Theatre. Over the years her mom, Susan has done all those
things the parent of a CYFer is asked to do, but has also
become a regular singer in our Chancel Choir.
We are thrilled to have Susan and the Taylors as our
newest members!
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Are You Able to Help?
Civic Works needs women's (ages 18-25)
professional/dress clothes and shoes
At Civic Works, we have 200 Americorps
volunteers. When they graduate from the
program, they are doing interviews and
seeking jobs. And most do not have
money to buy the necessary clothes. So,
they are organizing a free clothing closet.

If you have any WOMEN'S PROFESSIONAL
clothing (including shoes), please put in a
bag and leave in the Gathering MARKED
FOR CIVIC WORKS. Jayna will get them
where they need to go!
(All other clothing is still welcome for
Paul's Place-casual women's, all men's
and children's)

Theology
on Tap

ZUMBA
Come and bring your
friends! Adults of all ages,
faiths, and walks of life are
welcome!

MAY 31st
We are a group of people of all ages with different
backgrounds and beliefs that come together to discuss life, religion, & spirituality.

Thursdays (6:15-7:15 PM) in Fellowship Hall
No dance skills needed! Just the ability to move and have
fun! Our experienced instructor, Maria Thomas, is full of
energy and vitality. There is never a dull moment in her
classes! The cost is just $5 every time you participate (no
need to pay in advance). Maria will donate 50% of the

Please be on the look out for more information about
our meeting in March. Follow us on our Facebook
page, Christian Temple Theology on Tap

Catonsville Farmers’ Market
NOW OPEN
Every Wednesday
May through November
10 AM - 1 PM
The Catonsville Farmers Market is a “producer only”
market. This means that the products you are buying are
grown, made or prepared by the vendor. When you come to
the market you get more than fresh, local products. You get to
know the people behind the products.

Monday, May 13th
7PM in the church library

Ques? Contact Jayna Powell
jaynapowell74@gmail.com
Let’s Get Ready for the

June Sower
We need photos, articles, “Save the
Dates”, tidbits of information, etc...
Please turn in your Sower submissions to Robin by Thursday, May
23rd. Don’t forget to think ahead
and advertise now for events taking
place in May, June, and even July!
Ques? Contact Robin at
office@christiantemple.org
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Young Adult Interfaith Work Trip
to Philadelphia!

Anyone Graduating?
Please let the office know if you have a
college student who has graduated college
in Fall 2018 or Spring 2019. We want to
make sure to recognize their achievement!

May 30 (or 31) through June 2nd
All young adults are invited to join us for a
weekend of faith journeys and hard work in
Philadelphia! Some will leave on Thursday
evening; others will leave after work on Friday.
We'll all be back Sunday evening. Anyone post
high school through 30's are welcome to join us!

The HOME Team

Intergenerational Work Day Trip
April 27, 2019

Email Jayna Powell for more information!

jaynapowell74@gmail.com
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New Disciples and Their Elder Mentors

Life at Christian Temple!
Sunday, May 5
9:30 AM 9:30 Forum
10:30 AM Morning Worship
12:00 PM Fellowship Hour

Barbara Cheadle
Zach Broadwater

CYF Meeting– Please check with leaders
for time/location details.

Andra Broadwater

Monday, May 6
9:00 AM Counters
1:00 PM VBS Planning Meeting
5:30 PM Shelter Meals
6:30 PM Family Support Group
7:30 PM AA

Denise Treat
Silas Welch

Tuesday, May 7
6:30 PM Admin Council
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice
7:30 PM NA

Kim Junker

Wednesday, May 8
9:30 AM Wed. Bible Study
6:30 PM NAMI Family to Family Class

Cindy Wagner

Thursday, May 9
9:30 AM PATH Baby Buddies
6:15 PM The Well
6:15 PM Zumba
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Practice

Samantha Stewart
Jenn Jones

Friday, May 10
7:00 PM AA
8:00 PM Al Anon

Acolyte: Xander Bloedorn
Transportation Team: Byers (To), Helme (Home)
CAW Teachers: Matt Bloedorn, Donna Goon, Johnnie Fries (H)
Church Closer: TBD
Communion Bread: Deb Kruse
Communion Set-up/Clean-up: Bruce Nichols, Jayna Powell
Deacons: TBD
Elders: Bruce Nichols (offering), Jayna Powell (communion)
Fellowship Hour: EMC Celebration
Greeters: Patti Hannum, Maureen Pugh
Lay Reader: Amy Luking
Ushers: Amy Luking
Stewards: Tyler Getz, Bradley Mills, Natalie Nichols, James
Pugh

9

Saturday, May 11
11:00 AM Baltimore Faeries Market &
Bazaar (closes 6 PM)

Please note that this may not be a
complete listing of all the activities
taking place at Christian Temple during
any given week. If you have any
questions, please contact the event's
coordinator or the church office for the
most up to date information. Thank you!

May 2019

May 5

May 12

May 19

April 26

Acolyte

Xander Bloedorn

Nolan Fisher

Rohman Johnson

Ben Broadwater

Annette Joehnk

Byers (to)
Helme (from)

Jones (to)
Griffin (from)

Goon (to)
Moore (from)

Medicus (to)
Stansbery (from)

CAW:

Matt Bloedorn
Johnnie Fries (H)
Donna Goon

Amy Luking
Erin Fisher

Brooke Scott

Andra Broadwater
Sarah Broadwater (H)
Beth Wescott
Zach Broadwater (H)

Church Closer

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Communion
Bread Baker

Deb Kruse

Deb Kruse

Deb Kruse

Deb Kruse

Communion:
Set up/Clean up

Bruce Nichols

Lisa Nichols

Michael Wick

Michelle Mills

Jayna Powell

Stan Stansbery

TBD

Chuck Mills

Patti Hannum

Michael Wick
Kristina Yamarik
Lisa Nichols
Stan Stansbery
Michelle Mills*
Chuck Mills

Michelle Mills*

Teachers/Helpers
(H)

Deacons
*Team Leader

Edie Jones (H)
Sonja Scott

TBD

Donna Goon

TBD

Bob Andrews
Sarah Garrett
Lisa Nichols
Stan Stansbery

Chuck Mills
Joan Bosmans
Doug Kruse
Stan Stansbery
Lisa Nichols

Elders:
Offering

Bruce Nichols

Cindy Wagner

Sue Medicus

Joe Pettit

Communion

Jayna Powell

Dave Wagner

John Caldwell

Glenn Helme

Fellowship Hour

EMC Celebration

Mother’s Day

Strawberry Festival Memorial Day

Greeters

Patti Hannum
Maureen Pugh

Patti Hannum
Maureen Pugh

Patti Hannum
Maureen Pugh

Patti Hannum
Maureen Pugh

Lay Readers

Amy Luking

Bob Gerrett

Greg Griffin

Michelle Mills

Ushers

Amy Luking

Amy Luking

Amy Luking

Amy Luking

Stewards

Tyler Getz
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Tyler Getz
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Tyler Getz
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Tyler Getz
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh
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Growing Hope: In Honduras, and Around the World
Most folks know Week of Compassion as the disaster response ministry of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). When there is a fire, we’re there. When there’s a flood, we’re
there. Hurricane, tornado, earthquake: there. We respond to meet immediate needs in the
aftermath, and we commit to sustained presence as communities look ahead and rebuild.
Those are important parts of our ministry. But it isn’t the entirety of what we do. Week of
Compassion also supports sustainable development projects all over the world. We empower
families and communities to better support themselves, using resources that are often already
available to them. Sometimes, this type of work does not feel as urgent as the devastation of a
natural disaster, especially one that is trending on our local news every day. But this work is
every bit as important and lifegiving as the other side of our ministry.
On a recent trip to Honduras, I was able to witness firsthand the kind of lasting impact that these development projects have and the ways
in which our presence around the world shapes places for good.
Along with our partners at Church World Service and Growing Hope Globally, we support the work of an organization called Comisión
de Acción Social Menonita (CASM). Some of their staff work in the urban center of San Pedro Sula, addressing the violence and drugs
that destroy lives and drive people out of the country. And some of their work focuses on agricultural development in rural areas, addressing the poverty and lack of opportunity that also drive families to migrate.
The challenges of rural poverty and urban poverty vary: people leave the rural areas for want of food and education, but then in the city,
they find similar lack of opportunity, compounded by gang violence. The situation is complicated, and there are no easy solutions. But
wherever our group traveled, the story we heard was the same: “we don’t want to leave;” “this is our home;” “this is our family.”
We also heard another common thread in the communities that welcomed us: the work we support there is changing the narrative.
The small rural villages that welcomed us were in various stages of development. Some are learning better sanitation and hygiene
practices--receiving support to build latrines and wash stations. Some are receiving the resources to pave the floors of their homes or
make improvements to their tin roofs and mud walls. These practices combined cut back on the spread of disease and the contamination
of food sources.
Other communities are learning to plant new crops or to sustain growth in conditions made more challenging by climate change. Some
are learning to coop their chickens, or to raise tilapia. When a community completes these phases, they receive a cow as a ‘graduation
gift.’ Once one family in a village has a cow, the nutrition of the children improves across the whole community, as milk and cheese are
added to their diet. Then, when the cow has its first calf, the expectation is that the family will give it away to a neighboring village. This
pay-it-forward mentality keeps the growth happening across many local communities.
Everywhere we went, entire communities came out to greet us, to tell us the stories of what they have learned and what they can grow
together after having been mentored by the amazing CASM staff. In some cases, people traveled for hours (in the rain!) just to thank us
and tell us what our support has done for their family or their village. They wanted to show us how hard they are working, and how far
they’ve come. This kind of support means families aren’t split up and communities are not disrupted as a whole generation seeks a way
out. Through new opportunities afforded by the CASM program, more people feel that there is hope for them at home. In many cases, the
growth of their farms also means they can afford to send their children to school, so fewer of their younger generation will leave them.
Through education and agriculture, communities gain self-sufficiency and are empowered to build their future together. This work is
every bit as transformative as the work of disaster response. And in fact, the two are not unrelated. What we’ve learned, time and again,
is that empowered, well-connected communities are the most resilient in times of crisis. By supporting development projects in
vulnerable parts of the world, we build capacity to endure emergencies, when and if they occur; in the meantime, your support brings
hope and abundance to the everyday lives of God’s people. This is the work of the body of Christ-- around the year, and around the
world.
Accessed April 30, 2019 http://www.weekofcompassion.org/our-impact
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Welcome Statement
Christian Temple is an Open and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). For us, this means that we cherish all God’s children and welcome
everyone to Christ’s table of grace as we ourselves have been welcomed. We are
especially intent on deepening our congregational welcome to anyone for whom church
has not felt like a safe place.
Our community of faith includes members of the LGBTQ community and ranges widely
in age, physical and mental abilities, family and economic situations, marital status,
gender, skin color, ethnicity, and political convictions.
Join us as we seek to embody the realm of God through our diversity, celebrate the
grace of God through our worship, and share the love and justice of God from our
doorsteps to the ends of the earth.

CHRISTIAN TEMPLE
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
5820 EDMONDSON AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MD 21228-1929
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