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A church dedicated to worship, spiritual nurture, peacemaking, service, and Christian unity.

Please save

for this wonderful event.

This special evening is always filled with a lot of fun and laughter!

Tickets are now on sale, you can buy them
after church on Sundays or contact :
Peter (krusepeter14@gmail.com) or
Mindy (mswain87@gmail.com)

Space is limited and tickets are first come first serve!

Hearing the decision made this week by the United
Methodist church to retain its current ban on gay
clergy and same sex marriage made me think of
the God word “church”.
For me this word is golden. It has always communicated two things: the unmerited love I received as a
little kid who would often get the giggles in worship
and, as a bigger kid, who was absolutely certain I
had a better answer than anyone else to solving
the world’s problems; AND the unequivocal call to
extend love to others- ALL others- by offering
hospitality and working for justice.

God Words
Some words are unmistakable in their meaning.
Baseball, daffodil and lawnmower come to mind,
especially during these days of longing for
spring.
Other words can mean almost anything. A few
weeks ago in worship we talked about the word
‘love’. It’s not only a splendored thing, it has so
many meanings. What comes to your mind when
you hear the word college? Or restaurant?

This is what church means for me. But I fear that
for so many- and now maybe even more- church is
another word for describing that place where we
get to belong and you don’t. Which means that, for
those of us who love the church, our work is cut out
for us. Let’s do our best to make church a “God
thing” more than a “God word”.

A few weeks ago a group of us were introduced
to a way of describing the second kind of wordthe kind with many meanings. Our leader called
them “God Words”.

Shalom, Rick

Those of us who use the word ‘God’ invoke
wildly different and often contradictory images.
When a young person (or an older person for
that matter) says with great fear and trembling,
“I don’t think I believe in God anymore”, I try to
remember to say something like, “Tell me about
the God you don’t believe in. I may not believe
that God either.” Sometimes that frees us up to
talk about other ways to think of the same word.
A God Word is a word that has so many meanings people who use it are often talking right past
each other.
Some examples? A person stands up in a church
meeting and says, “We need more diversity”
Most likely more needs to be said about what
that person means by diversity. Privilege can be
a God word. Some people use it suggest being
part of the one percent- the elite. Others are talking more generally about the opportunities one
group of people has simply by virtue of who they
are- not because of what they do. Whenever the
word “growth” comes up in a conversation it
might be a good idea to ask, “What do you mean
when you say growth?”

Please join us in the sanctuary on
Wednesday, March 6th at 7PM for a simple
Ash Wednesday service.
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Vacation Bible School—Save the Date!
Come Join Us: If you have children from age 4 through those completing 4th grade,
you’ll want to save this date: June 24-28! That’s the week for Vacation Bible School
(VBS) at Christian Temple. The theme for this year’s VBS is To Mars and Beyond:
Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You. The program will help kids discover the
wonders of God's universe. They'll become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God's power can take them. Along the way, they'll learn how God walked
with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with them, too. We will have a funfilled week of Bible stories, music, mission projects, crafts, science, snacks, games,
and of course--a puppet! VBS will take place from 9 a.m. to 12 noon each day. We’ll
provide registration information later, but get June 24-28 on your calendar right
away. Your kids won’t want to miss all the fun.
Please Help Us: We need lots of volunteers to make VBS happen, including teachers,
teacher helpers, set decorators, a puppeteer and actors. We would also welcome anyone who wants to be on our planning team. There are many tasks that will be done well
in advance of the VBS week (prepping crafts, games and science activities to name a
few), so even if you can’t be there during the week of VBS, you might be able to help!
We encourage youth in high school and middle school to be part of the fun.
And finally, we ask for your prayers for a successful VBS program.

For more information, contact:
Donna Goon at 410-750-1936 or at donna.goon@gmail.com or
Erin Fisher at 732-245-3610 or at beachlotr@yahoo.com

For the Mission portion of VBS, we are making care packages for the homeless.
We need NEW washcloths and the following (in TRAVEL or SAMPLE size):
•
•
•
•
•

soaps (bars, preferably)
new shampoos
toothpaste
toothbrushes
Lotions

Look for our box in the Gathering!
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Future Story Home Dinners
Over the season of Lent, from March 9 to March 30,
the Future Story Team has invited all Christian
Temple members to one of a series of home dinners
to enjoy some fellowship and talk a little about the
future of our congregation. Please glance at the
schedule printed below and call the church office
(410-747-2041) or Lisa Nichols (410-530-0117) to
sign up for the dinner of your choice!

The Christian Temple 9:30 Forum is held on
Sunday mornings throughout the church year. Each
week before worship begins you are invited to meet
in the library for a cup of coffee, a donut, and a
group discussion. Please join us!
Our next topic, led by Brian Edwards, is based on
the documentary Briars in the Cotton Patch: The
Story of Koinonia Farm, a not so well known part
of the Civil Rights movement and beyond. Learn
about how a community changed the world by
valuing everyone, regardless of the color of their
skin, and how that community continues to impact
us today.

March 9th
• Patti Hannum- in the Annapolis area
• Rick and Jayna Powell- in Catonsville

March 15th
• Vaughn and Bonnie Ouellette in Ellicott City

Week 1-March 10th:
Introduction/What Being a Briar is All About

March 16th
• Howard and Nancy Saks in Catonsville

Week 2-March 17th:
The Realities of Being a Briar

March 20th
• Rick Jensen in Catonsville

Week 3-March 24th:
Pushback Against Koinonia Farm

March 23rd
• Lisa and Bruce Nichols- in Columbia closer to
Clarksville
• Matt and Cathy Bloedorn- in Catonsville (child
care will be provided!)

Week 4-March 31st:
The Struggle of Being a Briar

Week 5-April 7th:
Changing With the Times

March 30th
• Deb and Doug Kruse- in West Friendship
• Jimmy and Brad Sweet-Laughlin- in Catonsville

Week 6-April 14th:
Being a Briar Today/Conclusion

Hosts are all set to provide a light supper,
so just call and plan to come!
NEW DISCIPLES ARE IN THE MAKING!!!
One of our denomination's core values, is "believers baptism by immersion". The founders of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) felt it was important for people to be baptized only after they reached an age when
they could choose whether or not to become a follower of Jesus. So around here we dedicate infants and toddlers into
the care of their parents and the congregation. Then, around fifth or sixth grade we offer those infants and toddlers,
slightly grown up, an opportunity to learn about the faith we share and make a decision about baptism..
That time has now come for three of our young people.
Those who are in worship this Sunday will have an opportunity to meet these fabulous kids along with their elder
"mentors" who will be the ones to teach the faith and share their own faith journey. The teaching process will begin
the following week, last through Lent and Easter, and culminate in the opportunity to be baptized on Pentecost
Sunday, June 9th.
Over the next few weeks we will all be offered the opportunity to remember these young people in our prayers and,
along with their parents and mentors, look forward to their entry into the Christian faith through the ancient rite of
baptism.
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CAMP & CONFERENCE PROGRAMS!

Women’s Retreat

NEW REGISTRATION PROCESS
AND DEADLINES
Brochures are in the Gathering, attached to
your March Sower email, and on the
Christian Temple website!
www.christiantemple.org
Contact the church office to receive your
special coupon code (available for children,
youth, and young adults). This code will give
eligible participants a 50% scholarship ! Online
Camp Registration and Electronic Payment is
encouraged and now available using the new site:

What in our lives fills us?

app.campdoc.com/register/ccca

Where are we spiritually drained?

Applying for camp using CampDoc.com permits you
to complete a secure Camper Registration and
Medical Form, pay by Credit or Debit Card, and
even spread out your payments.

How might we let God quench our spirit?
This spring you are invited to a day of retreat
exploring the theme Fill My Cup through
activity, laughter, discussion, prayer & scripture.

We can still provide hard copy versions if needed,
as well as PDF versions can be downloaded off the
CCCA website at

Prayerfully consider taking 24 hours of retreat
to connect with God, with other Christian
Temple women & refresh your spiritual life this
spring.

www.cccadisciples.org/camp
Please check the camp dates to ensure your camper will be able to attend for the whole time. For
information, contact the Regional Office toll free at
877-942-8266 x201 or by e-mail at:

Friday-Saturday April 12-13 or just come
Saturday the 13th
Place:

campregistrar@cccadisciples.org

Trinitarian Retreat Center
8400 Park Heights Ave

Registration and
Payment Deadlines

Cost:

April 1 for all spring events
• June 1 for all summer events
• September 1 for all fall events
•

•

Fri-Sat (5pm Fri-4:30pm Sat-3 meals) $110

•

Saturday only (8am-4:30pm-2 meals) $45

Bring an old or new bra to donate to the Paul’s
Place marketplace.

An Early Bird Discount is available on all camp
applications submitted with the minimum payment by the above deadlines.

Snacks are welcome Friday night!

All registration fees are due in full at least 14
business days prior the event.

Register by April 1st
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1 Emma Miller

16 Henry Andrew Sipes
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17 Steve Lafferman

Joel Childers
Gwen Jensen

19 Jennifer Wenzel

Book
Club
Reading
List

5 Irene Voneiff
6
7

Nick Sipes
John Myers

22 Betty Moore
Katie Stansbery
24 Brock Barnes
Colin Barnes

9 Glenn Helme
25 Dave Caldwell

11 Rusty Scott
26 Benjamin Broadwater
12 Guy Fisher
Adam LaFon
13 Mark Wilson

March 27
You Can't Go Home Again
by Thomas Wolfe
(Meeting location: TBD)

April 24
Heirs of the Founders
by H.W. Brands
(Meeting location: TBD)

28 Sherry Welch
29 Tara (Hanle) Davis
Chris Schanck

14 Roman Myers
31 Katherine Kruse

A Note from The Children’s Home…
Maleeick, Christopher, Mason, and Kennedy have
sent personal messages to Christian Temple for the
gifts they received at Christmas. The teens
especially appreciate the hats and gloves, clothing,
toys, and gift cards that brightened their holidays.
These young people who, because of difficulties in
their family circumstances, reside at The Children’s
Home on Bloomsbury Avenue in Catonsville.
The Home is sponsoring a 5K walk on May 4, 2019.
For more information you may contact Gail Lee at
410-744-7310.

Monday, March 11th
7PM in the church library

All Women Invited!
Ques? Contact Jayna Powell
jaynapowell74@gmail.com
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Questions?
Contact Lyman Goon at
goongold@aol.com or
the church office at
410-747-2041

Theology on Tap
Come and bring your friends!
Adults of all ages, faiths, and
walks of life are welcome!

March 29th
We are a group of people of all
ages with different backgrounds
and beliefs that come together to
discuss life, religion, & spirituality.
Please be on the look out for
more information about our meeting in March. Follow us on our
Facebook page, Christian Temple
Theology on Tap

ZUMBA
Thursdays (6:15-7:15 PM) in Fellowship Hall
No dance skills needed! Just the ability to move and
have fun! Our experienced instructor, Maria Thomas, is
full of energy and vitality. There is never a dull moment
in her classes! The cost is just $5 every time you participate (no need to pay in advance). Maria will donate
50% of the nightly proceeds to the church!

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, is pleased
to offer a preventive health event at Christian
Temple Church on 3/11/2019. Five screenings
will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading
cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat
which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone
density screening, for men and women, used to
assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our
member discount). All five screenings take 60-90
minutes to complete. There are three ways to
register for this event and to receive a $10
discount off any package priced above $129,
please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or visit
http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
or text the word circle to 797979

Pastoral Relations Committee
Did you know the Pastoral Relations Committee meets
monthly with Pastor Rick to talk about how thing are
going with worship and any other topics that arise? If
you have a concern, feel free to pass it along to any of
the following committee members:

Brian Edwards
Johnnie Fries
Kathy Gobbel
Deb Kruse
Michael Stone
Andra Broadwater
Information is kept confidential. Our main function is to
offer support to Rick and discuss in confidence any
issues that may have arisen, good news or otherwise.
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Art for Art Lovers!
Our Spring Art Exhibit Is About YOU !
People, people, every where! AND, we are all unique. We are taught to love one another! So, let us celebrate our diversity, our uniqueness, our family , friends, and strangers too…. We are looking for a variety of images of faces and postures, portraits and figures, that you have created in any medium.
Contribute your artwork to fill our Gathering with people you have created on paper, canvas, fabric or
wood. Let’s fill our space with a sketch you drew of yourself or family member or copied from a
newspaper article. Enlarge a photo of a person, trace the outline on a piece of drawing paper, and paint interesting colors to fill out your person to submit.
We will also reserve an area for photos of people that are admired or beloved with a statement saying
why. The February issue of The Smithsonian Magazine did one better in tracing the history of the creation
of snowmen. A photo of the Catonsville snowman with the big sign “NO HATE in 21228” was included !

OUR MESSAGE THIS SPRING IS TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS!

The display will go up just after Easter. Please register to submit an artwork or photo by April 2,
2019 by calling or emailing Jane. janebyers@me.com
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Life at Christian Temple!

Sunday, March 3
10:30 AM Morning Worship
12:00 PM Fellowship Hour
5:00 PM Symposium
*CYF has a meeting scheduled. Please
check with leaders for date & location.

Monday, March 4
9:00 AM Counters
11:00 AM Community blood Drive
1:30 PM VBS Planning Meeting
5:30 PM Shelter Meal Preparations
6:30 PM NAMI Family Support Grp.
7:30 PM AA
Tuesday, March 5
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice
7:30 PM NA
Wednesday, March 6
9:30 AM Wed. Bible Study
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service
Thursday, March 7
6:15 PM Zumba
Friday, March 8
7:00 PM AA
8:00 PM Al Anon
Saturday, March 9
Acolyte: Ben Broadwater
Transportation Team: Goon (To) , Stansbery (Home)
Children at Worship: Andra Broadwater, Sarah Broadwater (h),
Beth Wescott, Zach Broadwater (h)
Church Closer: Lyman Goon
Communion Bread: Kathie LaVeck
Communion Set-up/Clean-up: John Caldwell, Wade Hannum
Deacons: Beth Wescott, Marissa Goon
Elders: John Caldwell, Wade Hannum
Fellowship Hour: Deacon Teams 1, 2, and 3
Greeters: Cathy & Matt Bloedorn
Lay Reader: Beth Wescott
Ushers: Doug & Pat LaFon
Stewards: Sarah Broadwater, Bradley Mills, Natalie Nichols,
James Pugh
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Please note that this may not be a
complete listing of all the activities
taking place at Christian Temple during
any given week. If you have any
questions, please contact the event's
coordinator or the church office for the
most up to date information. Thank you!

Christian Temple Work day

Catonsville Farmers

Jim Junker and Vaughn Ouellette are organizing a clean-up work
day to spruce up the flowerbeds in front of the Gathering and
Sanctuary (weeding, mulching, etc.)

Winter Market

Saturday, March 30th.

March 6th and 20th
10:30-12:30

9 AM to 1 PM.
Please let Vaughn Ouellette know if you can be there.
Bring gloves, knee pads or kneelers, and small
garden tools if you have any.

Bethany Beach Summer Retreat
Sunday, July 28th through Thursday, August 1st

We Still Have A Few Rooms Open!
Summer feels like a long way away, but it is closer than
we realize! Information packets are now available in the
Gathering, as well as on our website
www.christiantemple.org. For site photos, go to
http://www.cccadisciples.org/bethanybeach/
If you are interested in joining the fun, please contact the
office right away by email (office@christiantemple.org) to
reserve your spot. Please let us know your preference
for lodging, and we will try to honor your choice. We
can’t make any promises though. This is especially true
with the first floor ADA rooms in Campbell Hall as we will
want to be sure anyone with mobility issues is able to use
one of those rooms.
Please also remember that the only way to fully secure
your spot is with a 50% deposit of the full cost.
Feel free to contact the church office with any questions!
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The Catonsville Farmers Market is a
“producer only” market. This means that
the products you are buying are grown,
made or prepared by the vendor. When
you come to the market, you get more than
fresh, local products. You get to know the
people behind the products.

11

Accessed on Feb 27 2019 https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52d3d84ae4b03c7eaedeccdb/t/5bd067190d929757ea4b6d70/1540384541588/
WOC+LG2019+-+Quotes.pdf
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March 2019

March 3

March 10

March 17

March 24

March 31

Acolyte

Ben Broadwater

Rohman Johnson

Zoe Lal

Bradley Moore/
Wren Welch

Nolan Fisher

Annette Joehnk

Goon
Stansbery

Wagner
Moore

Jones
LaFon

Byers
Cheadle

Preisinger
Gtiffin

CAW:

Matt Cerame

Teachers/Helpers
(H)

Kecia Johnson
Andra Broadwater
Sarah Broadwater (h) Edie Jones (h)
Beth Wescott
Sonja Scott
Zach Broadwater (h)

Rebekah Cerame

Brooke Scott
Johnnie Fries (h)
Donna Goon

Matt Bloedorn
Erin Fisher

Church Closer

Lyman Goon

Sonja Scott

Sue Medicus

Lyman Goon

TBD

Communion
Bread Baker

Kathie LaVeck

Kathie LaVeck

Kathie LaVeck

Kathie LaVeck

Kathie LaVeck

Communion:
Set up/Clean up

John Caldwell

Sarah Gerrett

Sarah Gerrett

Sarah Gerrett

Cheryl Storie

Wade Hannum

Stan Stansbery

TBD

TBD

Wayne Storie

Kristina Yamarik

Cheryl Storie

Cheryl Storie

Cheryl Storie

Patty Hannum

Wayne Storie

Wayne Storie

Wayne Storie

Sarah Gerrett*

Sarah Gerrett*

Sarah Gerrett*

Sarah Gerrett*

Bobbi McIntyre

Bobbi McIntyre

Bobbi McIntyre

Bobbi McIntyre

Stan Stansbery

Michelle Mills

Lisa Nichols

Dave Braddy

Diane Preisinger

Chuck Mills

Dave Braddy

Jean O’Donnell

Deacons
*Team Leader

Marissa Goon
Beth Wescott

Lily Cerame (h)

Elders:
Offering

John Caldwell

Dave Wagner

Jayna Powell

Glenn Helme

Ray Bosmans

Communion

Wade Hannum

Cindy Wagner

Bruce Nichols

Joe Pettit

Sue Medicus

Fellowship Hour

Deacon Team 1, 2, 3

CAW Teachers

Trustees

Bell Choir

CT Board

Greeters

Cathy & Matt
Bloedorn

Cathy & Matt
Bloedorn

Cathy & Matt
Bloedorn

Cathy & Matt
Bloedorn

Cathy & Matt
Bloedorn

Lay Readers

Beth Wescott

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Ushers

Doug & Pat LaFon

Doug & Pat LaFon

Doug & Pat LaFon

Doug & Pat LaFon

Doug & Pat LaFon

Stewards

Sarah Broadwater
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Sarah Broadwater
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Sarah Broadwater
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Sarah Broadwater
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh

Sarah Broadwater
Bradley Mills
Natalie Nichols
James Pugh
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Welcome Statement
Christian Temple is an Open and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). For us, this means that we cherish all God’s children and welcome
everyone to Christ’s table of grace as we ourselves have been welcomed. We are
especially intent on deepening our congregational welcome to anyone for whom church
has not felt like a safe place.
Our community of faith includes members of the LGBTQ community and ranges widely
in age, physical and mental abilities, family and economic situations, marital status,
gender, skin color, ethnicity, and political convictions.
Join us as we seek to embody the realm of God through our diversity, celebrate the
grace of God through our worship, and share the love and justice of God from our
doorsteps to the ends of the earth.

CHRISTIAN TEMPLE
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
5820 EDMONDSON AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MD 21228-1929
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