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stacked on the dining room table. We had to
behave in the Delia house.

Then, there was the Collins house- the one with the
mysterious blue Christmas lights. For fifteen years I
don’t believe I ever stepped inside. It sat up on top
of a hill and was surrounded by an chain link fence.
I’m sure it was nice and all, but there was just
something imposing about the place.

“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go
into the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1)
This may have been the first bible verse I ever
knew. I may have had to recite it to get a piece of
candy from my Sunday school teacher in the
Quonset building that sat across the street from
the chapel on Andrews Air Force Base. I may
have even gotten it right.

In a few houses that surrounded ours, the kids had
grown and gone. Even though we’d cut through the
Mr. and Mrs. Creasy’s back yard to get to the ball
field, we’d only knock on their door once a year
when we trick or treated. Both of them would come
to greet us at the door with such sad smiles. One
held the door while the other carefully placed a
carefully wrapped popcorn ball in the bag.

“Very good, Ricky. Now, PLEASE settle down.”
And the verse has been strangely prophetic for
our family, as sometimes the line between our
home and the church has been blurry. One time
we forgot our youngest son when we drove
home after worship.

Of course, the best house in the neighborhood is
the one where all the kids wanted to hang out,
right? We had a couple of those. Moms and dads
(but mostly moms) would dole out snacks and
punishment without regard to whose kid was hers.
If we played too late, it was, “Why don’t you stay for
dinner?” And when it was time for the graduation
open house, those were the parents who sat in our
back yard.

“Where’s Jordan?”
“I thought you had him.”
Not to worry, though. When we got back to the
church he was taking his afternoon nap on the
floor of the nursery.

Today as I think about the future story of Christian
Temple, and as I remember this bible verse that
has been so formative for me, I find myself wondering,

Then there were those times when I answered
the home phone, “Good morning, Christian
Temple.”

“What kind of house, is THIS house of the Lord?”

I’m aware that we don’t want to get too cozy in
comparing the church to a house, or the congregation to a family. Some of us arrive at church
from houses that don’t feel too safe. Others don’t
necessarily think good thoughts when the word
“family” comes to mind.

Shalom,
Rick

Still, “home” is such a nice metaphor for what
church can be. “House” is where we dwell
together. “The House of the Lord”? Maybe it’s
where we can drop our car keys in the bowl by
the door, kick off our shoes and have a chat for a
minute with God about our day while supper’s
being placed on the table.
So, if we are the house of the Lord for our
community, what kind of house are we?
I remember all the different kinds of houses in
our old neighborhood. The Delia house is where
everything was just so. There was no play in the
Delia house where all the living room furniture
was wrapped in plastic and nothing was ever
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: LET’S FINISH IN THE BLACK!
Greetings dear Christian Temple members!
Each year, as most of you know, we finance our ministries largely through YOUR contributions. And, true to form,
you have been very generous, made wonderful commitments, and more than honored those commitments. Our
commitment giving through June is running close to 100% of what we anticipated receiving! Now, as we come down
to the last few weeks of our fiscal year which ends on the first of July, we would like you to consider making a small
“over and above” gift to help us finish our year “in the black”.
Some of you will remember that we took care of a few big ticket maintenance items this year including the painting of
our steeple and a few other infrastructure repairs. As a result of these repairs along with other budgeted expenses we
anticipate needing roughly $15,000 to balance our budget by the end of July.
So, if you find yourself in the position to give the church an extra over and above
gift between now and July 1, we would be so very grateful, and will use the fruits
of your generosity to start next year off strongly. No need to mark your gift for any
purpose, just make the check out to Christian Temple!
Thanks so much!
Pastor Rick and the Administrative Council
Fulfilling Promises: Final Phase Of Capital Campaign At Camp
Mary Mac Has Begun!

Be sure to circle Sunday, July 8th from 3 to 7
PM on your calendars as we celebrate “Music
on the Hill- Neighbors Helping Neighbors”
in the ball field behind Christian Temple. We’ll
have music, food, booths, baked goods, games,
and tons of fun, all for the very good cause of
raising funds for and awareness of a local
Catonsville family facing enormous medical
expenses. We also plan to raise funds in some
way for people affected by last Sunday’s
floods.

More information is sure
to follow, but plan now to
wander over to Christian
Temple with a lawn chair
on Sunday, July 8th at 3!

Even though it was begun in the midst of one of the greatest recessions in the United States and was ultimately undersubscribed, the
Capital Area Region’s Share The Light capital campaign, which
concluded it’s active fundraising in 2012, was able fulfill most of the
commitments it had made to those who gave so generously. One
promise left unsatisfied was the work at Camp Mary Mac to expand
the dining hall, upgrade the kitchen, and add staff quarters.
In conjunction with the 50th Anniversary of the purchase of Camp
Mary Mac, in April of 2017, at a joyful and well-attended celebration, the Capital Area celebrated the completion of two of the three
final commitments to Camp Mary Mac. The Shorty & Thelma
Melott Dining Hall and the new kitchen/office were dedicated on
Saturday, April 29th, 2017. An expanded dining hall, complete with
a beautiful new fireplace, a completely rebuilt kitchen with new appliances and air conditioning, and an office, ADA-compliant bathroom, and first aid room were finished. And as of this writing
Spring of 2018, the walls are going up for the new staff quarters to
complete the final phase if the project. The Region has secured a
contract with Callas Construction Co., who did the work on the dining hall and kitchen, to complete the project.
Not part of the capital campaign, but equally important, is the rebuilding of the cabins which is being funded by congregations and
individuals throughout the Region. Special thanks goes to Bob
Stockslager and Bob Hindsley for their hard work and passion on
this part of the project. All of this work is being led by the Mary
Mac Management Committee under the leadership of Mike Cline,
Chair, Bob Stockslager, Chair-Elect, and Mark Grzeszkiewicz, Sec-
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It’s Not Too Late to Register for Vacation Bible School!
We want to invite children from age 4 through those completing 5th grade to this year’s Vacation Bible
School (VBS), called Rolling River Rampage: Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God. VBS will take
place from June 18-22 from 9 am-12 noon right here at Christian Temple. Kids will experience a Biblebased good time in a camping/rafting environment as they learn the many ways they can experience God
in their lives. We will have a week filled with Bible stories, music, mission projects, crafts, science, a reptile show, games, and a puppet show! It helps us out if you register now so that we can make sure we
have adequate volunteers and supplies for all the children who would like to attend.
To register for VBS, go to http://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/CTemple or pick up a registration form at church.
For more information, contact Donna Goon at 410-750-1936 or at donna.goon@gmail.com. You may also
contact the church office at 410-747-2041.

Here’s A NEW Updated List of Supplies We Still Need
Thanks to those of you who have brought in supplies for VBS! Here is a current list of things you might
have around the house that you could donate or lend to us. There is a purple box in the Gathering where
you can place these items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stickers—Generic camping, rafting, adventure themes
Paper cups, 8oz. or larger (can’t be plastic)
Freezer Paper
Glitter paint
Tracing paper
Inflatable Rafts (to borrow for set only)
Bottle of Dark Cooking Oil (like olive oil)
Liquid Starch
Modeling Clay
Package of Cornmeal, 5 lb.
Kayak or Canoe (to borrow for decorating purposes)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Camping gear (to borrow for set only)
Small rocks, leaves and sticks from
your yard (crafts project)
Beach buckets
Note cards
Pens
Small, snack-size, wrapped candy like
Hershey’s kisses, Milky Way, etc.
Small bottles of lotion (We’re preparing little gift buckets for Glynn Taff
residents and the candies and other gifts
will go inside)

Also, if you have a stash of craft supplies at home that you are no longer using, we’d be glad to come
to your house and pick them up to use for both VBS and our Children at worship programs.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CONCERT
The 4th of July is just around the corner– and you know what that means! Time to
celebrate! And there’s no better way to begin your celebration than by attending the
annual Independence Day Concert at Christian Temple. Our choir at Christian
Temple will be joined by other singers from Catonsville and the surrounding area for
this annual patriotic event. The Fugitive Brass Quintet from Howard County and the
our own Chancel Bell Choir + guests will add their musical magic with some rousing
marches and patriotic favorites. Mary Lynn van Deventer from North Carolina will be
playing the hammered dulcimer for one of our anthems, "Simple Gifts". She'll also be
featured in a solo piece.
Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, July 4th at 11 am– but remember–
seating fills up quickly, so invite a friend and arrive early to get a good seat. We look
forward to getting your day off to a great start!

Mexican Street Corn Salad (Esquites)
Ingredients:
• 4 ears fresh corn
• Kosher salt

After tasting this dish at CT’s
Cinco de Mayo celebration,
many people asked for Don
Berry’s delicious corn salad
recipe. Here it is! Thanks,
Don, for sharing it with us!

•

2 Tbls Mayonnaise

•

2 oz

•

½ Cup Finely sliced scallion

•

½ Cup fresh cilantro finely chopped

•

1-2 Cloves Garlic grated or finely chopped

•

Juice of one fresh lime
1 Tbls Ancho chili powder ( can use chili powder or red pepper flakes)

•

Feta cheese

Directions:
• Grill corn till well charred on all sides. Cut kernels from cob.
• In a large bowl mix all other ingredients with corn.
•

Season with Kosher salt and additional pepper or chili powder to taste.

•

Serve immediately.
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Thanks to Pat LaFon’s creativity, some
Christian Temple friends were able to
celebrate the recent Royal Wedding
with Glynn Taff residents.

BOOK CLUB
Book Club meets most months to review the latest book
read. Join them in church library (at 3:00 pm) for some
lively and fun discussions.

Proposed Upcoming Schedule:
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion the Witch and
the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis

Crazy Rich Asian by Kevin Kwan
Brochures are available in the Gathering, but the
most complete information will be found by visiting
www.cccadisciples.org/camp .
NEW this year is an online Camper Registration and
Payment System. Access this system by using the
following link:

Last Stories by William Trevor (or other collections
of his short stories)
Questions? Contact Lyman Goon at goongold@aol.com

https://app.campdoc.com/!/home/auth/login?r=ccca
This new registration process allows campers/parents
to sign up for any of the 2018 CCCA-sponsored
camps and conferences, complete medical forms,
enter Scholarship and other discount codes, and
make payments in one sitting! Although online
registration is encouraged, we are still happy to assist
you with the traditional registration process if preferred. Contact the church office by phone (410-7472041) or email ( office@christiantemple.org ).
Scholarship applications are located on
www.christaintemple.org , in the Gathering, and in this
Sower. Please complete an application for each
camper your are registering. This will allow you to
receive Christian Temple’s scholarship code and a
50% discount. Please return your scholarship applications to the church office by email or drop-off.
(Applications are limited to one camp/conference per
camper for the season.)

\

“Allen Harris, Steve Moore and his good friend do their best to
keep track of Pastor Rick at last week’s Festival of Homiletics”
at the National Cathedral!

Summer Season
Wednesdays
10:00-1:00

Christian Temple Parking Lot
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Magic Carpet
The second Saturday in June, artists Jessie Unterhalter and Katey Truhn
will be joining Christian Temple children in designing and painting a
sidewalk mural (The Magic Carpet) for the Christian Temple community
playground. This project’s purpose is to connect our children to the
community through collaboration and hands on creation of a public
painting. The artwork will enhance the visual experience of the playground
and give the children a sense of ownership and pride in their environment.
Think paint by numbers on a bigger scale! The artists will spend several
days prepping the surface, painting in the design, prepping materials etc.
On Saturday June 9 the kiddos will be invited to paint in the design onto
the playground sidewalk. We will be asking the children to split into two
painting teams.

Parents: Mark your calendars for Saturday June 9th in the
morning for either a 10:00 time slot or a 12:00 time slot. Stay
tuned for more information...
Young Adult Interfaith Work Trip

May 17th—20th

JUNE BIRTHDAYS!

1

Katherine McQuay-Lewis
Michael Paradiso

2

Patti Hannum

8

Bob Gerrett

11 Alec Wescott

12 Christy Yingling
16 Peter Kruse
21 Jordan Powell
Denise Treat

Philadelphia, PA

23 Sarah Gerrett
Rachel Saks
Christine Shaffer
24 Beth Wecht
25 Theresa Ratajczak
26 Annette Joehnk
27 Gillian Junker
28 Harlan Stansbery
30 Andrea Nichols

22 Christopher LaVeck
Angelina Aaron
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SENIOR DESSERT
June 10th, 7PM
This is the time of year when we celebrate our Christian Temple graduates. In that
tradition Sunday, June 10th is Graduate’s Sunday, when our high school grads will be
featured during the Sunday morning worship service and all our grads will be feted at the
7PM annual Senior Dessert.
We still aren’t sure we’ve found all our college graduates, but here is a snap shot of the
three who are graduating from High school and heading off into the next chapter of their
lives.
Hope Cursey- Hope has been active in our Chi Rho and CYF programs through the
years. She has an artist’s heart and loves church camp! She graduates from Catonsville
High School and plans to attend Howard Community College next fall.
Mackenzie Junker- Mackenzie used to BE a kid at Christian Temple. Now she is watching our kids in the nursery until she heads off from Catonsville High School to West
Virginia University to pursue her love of early childhood education AND to hang out
once or twice with her big sister, Gillian.
Mark Quackenbush- As Mark grew up in our midst he fine-tuned his talent for music
and drama at Carver High School. Now he plans to attend Rider University where he,
too, will join a sibling, Jason. I believe they will both be seeing where the theatre might
lead them.
Please plan to be in worship or at the dessert on June 10th to congratulate these wonderful
kids.

Christ in Culture
The Christian Temple 9:30 Forum continues on
Sunday mornings through the summer with
“TAD (Theology and Donuts) Talks”, an opportunity to watch timely videos and discuss
among ourselves. Some of those videos will be
taken from the series with a name similar to the
one we’ve chosen. Others might be features on
local issues, or other issues of the day. No preparation required, just come to the CT library
from at 9:30 for some food, fellowship and an
opportunity to learn from each other!
The first session will take place on
Sunday, June 3rd.

Women's Group
Monday, June 11th!

All Women Invited!
Join us for Movie Night!
Questions? Contact Jayna Powell
jaynapowell74@gmail.com
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Come on Thursdays (6:15-7:15
PM) to a Zumba party in the Fellowship Hall! No dance skills
needed! Just the ability to move
and have fun! Our experienced
instructor, Maria Thomas, is full of
energy and vitality. There is never a dull moment in her classes!
The cost is just $5 every time you
participate (no need to pay in
advance). Maria will donate 50%
of the nightly proceeds to the
church!

June 3, 2017
June is an important month to finalize plans for the
upcoming church year! Please be aware of the
following meetings:
Admin Council Meeting: Admin Council members
will meet on Wednesday, June 6th at 6:30 PM in the
church library.
Church Board Meeting: Board Members will meet
on Wednesday, June 13th at 7:00 (6:30 for supper)
in the Fellowship Hall. The Church Board will be
voting on the budget for July 2018– June 2019.
Congregational Meeting: On Sunday, June 24th,
the Congregation will meet immediately after
worship in the sanctuary to consider the 2018-2019
budget.
Also…

A gentle reminder that the end of the Fiscal Year
(FY) is coming June 30. We would appreciate it if
you would please check your pledges to be sure
that payments are up –to-date for this expiring FY.
That would help us close out the year. Thank you!

Life at Christian Temple!

Sunday, June 3
10:30 AM Morning Worship
11:45 AM Fellowship Hour
12:00 PM CYF Work Trip Meeting
Monday, June 4
9:00 AM Counters
3:30 PM SCC/Counseling Clinic
6:30 PM Family Support Group
7:30 PM AA
Tuesday, June 5
3:30 PM SCC/Counseling Clinic
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice
7:30 PM NA
Wednesday, June 6
9:30 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Catonsville Farmers’ Mkt.
3:30 PM SCC/Counseling Clinic
6:30 PM Admin. Meeting
6:30 PM NAMI Family to Family Class
Thursday, June 7
9:30 AM VBS Planning Meeting
3:30 PM SCC/Counseling Clinic
6:15 PM Zumba
6:15 PM The Well
Friday, June 8
3:30 PM SCC/Counseling Clinic
7:00 PM AA
8:00 PM Al Anon

Acolyte: TBD
Transportation Team: Cearfoss (To), Pence( Home)
Children at Worship: Andra Broadwater, Katie Woodard
Communion Bread: Nancy Saks

Saturday, June 9
Trinity Baptist Work Trip from South
Carolina, June 9th-11th

Communion Set-up/Clean-up: Joe Pettit, Kim Junker
Deacons: Kathy Stansbery, Beth Wescott
Elders: Joe Pettit (Offering), Kim Junker (Communion)
Fellowship Hour: Women’s Group
Greeters: Johnnie Fries
Lay Reader: Nancy Saks
Ushers: Bob & Edie Jones
Stewards: Christian Johnson, Hannah McKeon, Jack McKeon,
Bradley Mills, Patrick Rodriguez
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Please note that this may not be a
complete listing of all the activities
taking place at Christian Temple during
any given week. If you have any
questions, please contact the event's
coordinator or the church office for the
most up to date information. Thank you!

P R AY I N G A N D W O R K I N G T O E N D FA M I N E
"The Horn of Africa is facing its third consecutive year of drought causing thirst and hunger, decimating livestock,
destroying livelihoods, spreading disease and triggering large scale population movements." There is an almost
unimaginable amount of misery contained in this statement from Week of Compassion disaster
relief partner, ACT
Alliance. Beneath this broad description is a daily struggle to survive by
millions of people in what continues to be one of the most under-reported stories of our time.
The horror of this situation is real.
It is so very dry in Somalia that even the famously drought-resistant camels are dying. And in a
country where so many people earn their meager livelihoods from agriculture, the death of such
animals is life-threatening.

Photo: ACT Alliance

It is so very dry in Kenya, that upwards of 70% of crops failed last year. Imagine having your food intake reduced by
70%. Imagine it for your children. There are over 2.5 million Kenyans who aren't imagining it but are forced to live it with the consequent increase in infant deaths, stunting of children's development from malnutrition, and increase in devastating disease due to weakened immune systems from lack of adequate nutrition.
A little further to the north, Ethiopia is dealing not only with the devastating effects of drought, but also with ongoing
armed conflicts in parts of the country. The government of Ethiopia has declared a state of emergency for the 10 million
people affected, and, as our partners note, "Lives remain at risk due to shortage of food and water, and disease outbreaks
coupled with malnutrition are prevalent." In South Sudan, IMA World Health staff member Matt
Hackworth says, "Decades of civil war, economic and ecological strife keep South Sudan on the
brink of famine. As this is the world's youngest country, it is critical now that caring people around
the world- including donors to Week of Compassion - support the men, women and children at
risk."
One of those children is named Teer Majak. He was brought to an IMA facility where he was diagnosed as severely malnourished with medical complications including convulsions, loss of appetite,
high fever, sunken eyes, and yellowish skin. He was stabilized, his medical conditions addressed,
and soon he began to grow and gain weight. In just three weeks he showed significant improvement.
Following a stay in an out-patient therapy and feeding program, he was able to be discharged with
the hopes of now living a life not wracked with the effects of chronic malnutrition.
The horror is real, but it does not need to be the end of the story. Week of Compassion has been
responding to these crises and supporting our partners to provide relief.
•
•

•

Photo: ACT Alliance

Medical feeding centers, like the one that saved Teer provide critical nutrition, as do school feeding programs and
supplies of maize and beans, which are distributed in areas of extreme crop loss.
Cash vouchers for food and wages earned through well-restoration projects help bolster agriculture-dependent
economies and provide food and water.
Water purification and pond de-silting efforts increase the availability of potable water, and hygiene and sanitation
supplies help curtail water-borne diseases.

With your partnership and support, we will continue to help relieve the horrors of famine. Join us in observing a
"Global Day of Prayer to End Famine" on June 10, 2018. Global Ministries and World Council of Churches websites have
ideas for helping make folks aware of the need around the world on that day.
Continue to seek out stories about this situation and help keep the plight of these brothers and sisters in your and your
fellow church members' consciousness.
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June 2018

June 3

June 10

June 17

June 24

Acolyte

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Annette Joehnk

(To) Cearfoss
(Home) Pence

Wagner
Moore

Lane
Stansbery

Lane
Helme

CAW:

Andra Broadwater
Zack Broadwater
Katie Woodard

Amy Luking

Kecia Johnson

Church Closer

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Communion
Bread Baker

Nancy Saks

Nancy Saks

Nancy Saks

Nancy Saks

Communion:
Set up/Clean up

Joe Pettit

TBD

TBD

TBD

Byron Foy
Cathy Feinman
Sheronda Gordon
Catherine Bloedorn
Matthew Bloedorn
Kristina Yamarik
Jane Byers

Byron Foy
Cathy Feinman
Sheronda Gordon
Catherine Bloedorn
Matthew Bloedorn
Kristina Yamarik
Jane Byers

Byron Foy
Cathy Feinman
Sheronda Gordon
Catherine Bloedorn
Matthew Bloedorn
Kristina Yamarik
Jane Byers

Deacons
*Team Leader

Lindsay Feroli
Edie Jones
Brad Sweet-Laughlin
Erin Fisher

Sonya Scott

Kim Junker
Kathy Stansbery
Beth Wescott

Elders:

P.E. Ray Bosmans

Offering

Joe Pettit

Dave Wagner

Sue Medicus

John Caldwell

Communion

Kim Junker

Cindy Wagner

Bruce Nichols

Sherry Welch

Fellowship Hour

Women’s Group

Elected Leaders

Father’s Day

Chi Rho

Greeters

Johnnie Fries

Johnnie Fries

Johnnie Fries

Johnnie Fries

Lay Readers

Nancy Saks

Luke Pettit

Lee Taylor

TBD

Ushers

Bob & Edie Jones

Bob & Edie Jones

Bob & Edie Jones

Bob & Edie Jones

Christian Johnson
Hannah McKeon
Jack McKeon
Bradley Mills
Patrick Rodriguez

Christian Johnson
Hannah McKeon
Jack McKeon
Bradley Mills
Patrick Rodriguez

Christian Johnson
Hannah McKeon
Jack McKeon
Bradley Mills
Patrick Rodriguez

Christian Johnson
Hannah McKeon
Jack McKeon
Bradley Mills
Patrick Rodriguez

Stewards
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Welcome Statement
Christian Temple is an Open and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). For us, this means that we cherish all God’s children and welcome
everyone to Christ’s table of grace as we ourselves have been welcomed. We are
especially intent on deepening our congregational welcome to anyone for whom church
has not felt like a safe place.
Our community of faith includes members of the LGBTQ community and ranges widely
in age, physical and mental abilities, family and economic situations, marital status,
gender, skin color, ethnicity, and political convictions.

Join us as we seek to embody the realm of God through our diversity, celebrate the
grace of God through our worship, and share the love and justice of God from our
doorsteps to the ends of the earth.

CHRISTIAN TEMPLE
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
5820 EDMONDSON AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MD 21228-1929
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