
 

  

 

January 2018   Vol. 85, No. 1 

A church dedicated to worship, spiritual nurture, peacemaking, service, and Christian unity. 

THE SOWER    
Christian Temple (Disciples of Christ)      
5820 Edmondson Avenue                                                                                      
Baltimore, MD  21228-1929 
Phone:  410-747-2041                                                            
Website:  www.christiantemple.org;  Email:  office@christiantemple.org    
"Christian Temple Church" is on Facebook                                                     
Office Hours:  Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 8AM—2PM; Tues 12-4PM 
                                                     
Reverend Richard K. Powell, Minister                            
Mark Wilson, Director of Music & Liturgy   
Andy Eaker, Pastoral Resident 
Beau Lochte, Chancel Bell Choir Director                         
Robin Picanso, Office Administrator                                                                   
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January 28
th

  

A “Feast Day” at Christian Temple! 

 

At 10:30  AM Laity Sunday                                           
with Alexandra Wick preaching will feed our spirits, then  

 

12 noon- “Chili Response” Chili Luncheon  with         
proceeds to benefit Catonsville Emergency Assistance, will 
feed our bodies while raising much needed funds for       
Catonsville Emergency Assistance, an organization that, 
among other things, feeds our community. 

http://www.christiantemple.org
mailto:office@christiantemple.org
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be the same kind of Bass, but there are still Bass 
in the lake worth fishing for.  

Greg suggests that congregations take our limit-
ing stories seriously, honestly recognizing our 
context, our capacity and energy. But then he tells 
us not to be defined by those stories because 
sometimes they keep us from seeing new realities 
that are well within our reach.  

One temptation for congregations with rich histo-
ries is to define ourselves more by what we used 
to do than by what we might yet do. It is fun to tell 
stories about all the fun we’ve had around the 
lake over the years!  

But life is coming at us fast these days for the 
church. And we are wise when we not only enjoy 
those fishing stories that are so fun to tell, but also 
keep our tackle with us. Who knows what we 
might pull out?! 

Shalom, Rick 

 

 

 

 

 

FISHING FOR BASS 

Greg Turk is the founder of “Homie Soaps” a 
company that employs young men who live in 
South Central LA and are trying to clear of 
gang life in their neighborhoods.  Greg told a 
story in a workshop he led at last summer’s 
General Assembly of the Christian Church. 
The workshop was called, “Transformative 
Leadership and Innovation”. The purpose was 
to encourage congregational leaders to think 
differently about living into a new future. 

The story he told was about a friend who lives 
in a neighborhood surrounding a lovely old 
lake. Once when Greg was visiting, he asked 
his friend, “Hey, are there any Bass in this 
lake?” His friend responded quickly, “No, there 
aren’t any Bass in the lake. Used to be, but not 
anymore.”  

On another occasion Greg was driving by the 
lake and had some extra time on his hands. 
Being an avid fisherman, he had his tackle in 
the trunk so he pulled off, got out his rod and a 
lure, and fired a cast into the middle of the 
lake. After just a few minutes, he got a bite. 
Sure enough. It was a Bass. 

Greg texted a selfie of him holding the fish, 
and added, “There’s Bass in your lake!” after a 
minute, his friend replied, “That must be anoth-
er lake. There’s no more bass in our lake”.  

Greg went on to make the point that all organi-
zations including congregations tell two kinds 
of stories about ourselves. The first kind we tell 
he calls “limiting stories”. These are stories 
that sound like, we can’t do that, or we’ve tried 
that, or we don’t have enough people to pull 
that off. There aren’t any more Bass in that 
lake.  

The second kind of story, the mirror image of 
the limiting story, is the liberating story. The 
liberating story often starts with, “What if?” 
These stories might recognize that we may not 
be able to do what we’ve always done, but 
there are always other things to do. It might not              

 

“Second Sundays” 
 
 

 

 

    

Sunday, January 14th 
 

7 – 8:30 PM 
 

Join us for an opportunity to talk               

about the  social justice issues of the day                    

with friends from Christian Temple and the                 

South  Baltimore community that surrounds  

Randall Street Christian Church.   

 

Second Sundays will meet monthly         

 

Randall Street Christian Church is located at 
the intersection of Randall and Belt Streets 
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Please consider attending Christian Temple's 4th Annual Chili Response.  This is our annual 
event to raise much needed funds, food, and awareness for Catonsville Emergency Assistance.   
CEA's mission is to ensure the well being of Catonsville, Maryland residents, by providing the 
necessities for living in times of need. They serve area residents with emergency food, eviction 
prevention,  utility cut-off intervention, and other essential aid and services.  
 
The luncheon will begin immediately following the church service on January 28.  It's a chance 
to grab a quick bowl or 2 of chili, visit with friends, support a very worthy cause, and be on your 
way by 1:15pm. Bring a canned good and you'll have a seat and the opportunity to sample an 
abundance of delicious chilis prepared by fellow members.  Consider donating $5 along with 
that canned good and you will be part of furthering CEA's mission. Want to help even 
more?  Reserve a table for a $40 donation and invite up to 10 guests to join you.  This is a great 
way to reach out to newcomers and get to know them, visit with members or invited guests, or 
pay off a lunch debt to some friends.  It's a fun, short, delicious, painless way to help our    
neighbors in need. 
 
In order for this to be a success, we will need donations of crock pots full of delicious chili. Can 
you make a pot of your family's favorite or a try out a new recipe and bring it to church on    
Sunday January 28?  Not a chili connoisseur? In addition, we will need donations of cornbread 
and brownies.  Monetary donations will also be accepted toward the purchase of chili toppings.   

 

Look for sign up sheets in the gathering area or email Pat LaFon to donate 
at dlafon1227@aol.com 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS! 

Christian Temple’s 4th Annual Chili Response 

 

30  Bill Dickson  

      Marie Racz  

      Kaelee Ratajczak-Dickson  

31  Mary Soules  

 

1   Bob Andrews  

      Bob Luking  

 4   Sue Medicus  

 5   Laurie Lane  

 6   Rebekah Cerame  

 7   Dana Miller  

 9   Kari Barnes  

10  Natalie Nichols  

 

16  Bobbi McIntyre  

      Deb Kruse  

20  Alan Rondon  

22  Dick McQuay  

      Kitty Brice  

24  Nancy Ottey  

25 Barbara Cheadle  

27  Gary Ottey  

mailto:dlafon1227@aol.com
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Book Club meets most months to  
review the latest book read.  Join 
them in church library for some lively 
and fun discussions.  

Upcoming schedule:  

Wed January  24, 2018            
Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman 

Wed February  28, 2018  Death on 
the Sapphire (Lady Frances Ffolkes 
#1) by R.J. Koreto  

 

Questions?  Contact Lyman Goon at 
goongold@aol.com 

Chi Rho Sub Sale 

 

 

Chi Rho will be selling 
subs throughout the month 
of January, especially on 

Sundays. 

 

Subs are $5.00 each.                                                   
Pay when you pick up or 

when you make the order.  

 

Pick-Up is Feb 4th,          
after worship.  

 

20-Minute Faith In Action  

 

Jesus said that when we serve someone in 

need, we’re serving him. A pleasant, very      

rewarding way to put love out into the world is 

to join the Transportation Team. Annette 

Joehnk lives just 5 minutes away from the 

church on Edmondson Avenue. Being at 

church on Sundays means so much to her, but 

she has no relatives to give her a ride. If you’re 

willing to make just 3 or 4 one-way trips in a     

6-month period, please consider reaching out 

this way.  

Please let Laurie Lane know if you will help 

out.  Call 410-788-8069 or email 

laurielane49@verizon.net 

 

 

BINGO 

Hosted by the Young Adults 

 

Tuesday, January 16th 

 

6PM  Food 

7PM  BINGO starts! 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Baskets Welcome! 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/171803-lady-frances-ffolkes
https://www.goodreads.com/series/171803-lady-frances-ffolkes
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14243243.R_J_Koreto
mailto:goongold@aol.com
mailto:laurielane49@verizon.net
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CWS BLANKETS   

Our neighbors deserve warmth and comfort 

 

Winters in Appalachia can be long and brutal, especially if 
your home has broken windows and isn’t well insulated. 
Sandy Gunnell, leader   of Sisters of Hope in Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky sees this scenario all  the time. While visiting    
vulnerable neighbors in her community to distribute CWS 
Blankets and other material items, she realized how cold 
their homes were in the winter. 

in and the cold wind out,” explained Sandy. She knows that 
for many families, a CWS Blanket is an important barrier 
separating them from the cold. “Every year the CWS     
Blanket is the only thing they have to keep them warm,” 
said Sandy. 

Laity Sunday- January 28th! 

 

One way we at Christian Temple pay 
tribute to our denomination’s passion for 
the ‘priesthood of all believers’ is to    
annually offer a service of worship    
presided over by non-ordained  mem-
bers of the congregation. Accordingly, 
on Sunday, January 28

th
 we will          

celebrate “Laity Sunday”. Parishioners 
will lead the service, and our special joy 
will be to welcome Alexandra (Lexi) 
Wick as our preacher for the day. 

 

Lexi has been worshipping at Christian 
Temple for almost two years since she 
first visited with her (now!) husband   
Michael Stone and her sister Victoria 
(Tori). Shortly after arriving she began 
singing with the choir and, after immers-
ing herself in congregational life, she 
officially joined Christian Temple in the 
early summer of that year. Lexi is a 
graduate of St. John’s College, works as 
a program administrator with Maryland 
University for Integrative Health  and is 
looking into the  possibility of pursuing 
an advanced degree in the area of the 
philosophy of science. She is a person 
of deep spirituality, keen intellect and a 
delightful love for people.  

 

We look forward to this year’s Laity   
Sunday, to Lexi’s sermon, and to this 
occasion that lifts up one of our most 
important core values. 
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SO JUST WHAT IS DIFFERENT?       

      Last summer Pastor Rick asked Betty 

Moore and Dave Caldwell to organize the 

library anew in sections that would appeal 

to members of the church from every age 

group to find a book that is just right for 

them.  The job is done and to celebrate this 

article will tell you what to expect and 

where to find your offerings.  This listing is 

from the right side near the door to Pastor 

Rick’s office and working to the left: 

 

RICK POWELL’S LIBRARY             

Note: You are welcome to borrow a book 

but sign it out so we can look for you if you 

forget to BRING IT BACK WITHIN FOUR-

TEEN DAYS.  The sheet to sign out is eye 

level by Rick’s books. THIS   PROCESS IS 

THE SAME FOR ALL BOOKS! 

 

NAMI  

National Alliance on Mental Illness 

 

PASTOR PETER AINSLIE 

The founding   pastor of Christian Temple 

 

GROUPED TOGETHER FROM HIGHER 
SHELVES TO LOWER SHELVES: 

 

• BIBLES & INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 

 

• DISCIPLE AUTHORS IN OUR CHURCH 

 

• PHOTO ALBUMS OF TEMPLE PEOPLE 

 

BIBLICAL VIDEOS - FOR TEACHERS, CYF,  
CHI RHO, AND CH URCH FAMILIES 

 

SELF HELP ON THE TOPICS OF THE DAY 

GROUPED TOGETHER FROM HIGHER 
SHELVES TO LOWER SHELVES: 

 

• CHILDREN’S GRIEF RESOURCES 

 

• CHILDREN’S BOOKS ON TOPICS FOR 
EVERY SEASON 

 

• TEENS - WILL PASTOR RICK APPROVE 
ALL OF THESE BOOKS? 

 

GROUPED TOGETHER FROM HIGHER 
SHELVES TO LOWER SHELVES: 

 

• DISCIPLE HYMNALS 

 

• DISCIPLE BELIEFS 

 

• THEOLOGY 

 

GROUPED TOGETHER FROM HIGHER 
SHELVES TO LOWER SHELVES: 
 

• PETER ANSLIE WRITINGS 

 

• COLLECTIBLES (NOT TO BE CHECKED 
OUT OF THE LIBRARY) 

 

• CHILDREN’S CORNER WITH MANY MORE 
BOOKS 

 

• ANDY EAKER’S LIBRARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Betty Moore and Dave Caldwell  
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Pastoral Relations  

Committee  

 

The Pastoral Relations  

Committee (PRC) is a 

small and supportive group 

that meets once a month 

with Pastor Rick.  Our main 

function is to offer support 

to Rick and discuss in confi-

dence any issues that may 

have arisen, good news or 

otherwise.  Members of the 

PRC are: Andra Broadwater, 

Chuck Mills, Kathy Gobbel, 

Deb Kruse, Brian Edwards, 

and Johnnie Fries.  Please 

feel free to share with any 

one of us your thoughts or 

concerns. 

 

 

All Women Invited! 

 

 
 

Join us on Monday, January 15th for 
Movie Night! 

 

The plan is to try and watch a movie 
nominated for an Academy Award! 

 

 

 

Questions? Contact Jayna Powell: jpowell74@verizon.net 

Art for Art Lovers Exhibit  

Coming Soon! 

 

Our February 23rd thru March 11th exhibit will have  a 
theme of  

Welcoming the New Year with Peace 

All members and friends of members are encouraged to 
submit an original piece of two or three dimensional art work 
related to this theme.  

First time exhibitors will first be considered.   

Nature scenes of any medium 
including photography will   
apply.  

With questions, or to apply, 
contact Jane Byers by        
February 1st at  

janebyers@me.com  

Christ in Culture: Women's Group 

 
 

 
 
Come on  Thursdays (6:15-7:15 
PM) to a Zumba party in the     
Fellowship Hall! No dance skills 
needed! Just the ability to move 
and have fun! Our experienced      
instructor, Maria Thomas, is full of 
energy and vitality. There is never 
a dull moment in her classes!  
     
The cost is just $5 every time you 
participate (no need to pay in    
advance).  Maria will donate 50% 
of the nightly proceeds to the 
church!   

ZUMBA 

mailto:jpowell74@verizon.net
mailto:janebyers@me.com
mailto:janebyers@me.com
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Acolyte:  TBD 

Transportation Team:  Byers (To) , Cheadle (Home)  

Children at Worship: Andra Broadwater, Erin Fisher 

Communion Bread:  Kim Junker 

Communion Set-up/Clean-up:  Barbara Cheadle, Ray Bosmans 

Deacons:  Beth Wescott, Gloria Todd 

Elders:  Barbara Cheadle (Offering), Ray Bosmans (Communion) 

Fellowship Hour:  Caring Team Ministry 

Greeters:  Pat & Doug LaFon 

Lay Reader:  Byron Foy 

Ushers:  Doug & Deb Kruse 

Stewards:  Natalie Nichols, Christian Preisinger, Patrick  Rodri-

guez, Harry Hite, Tyler Getz 

 

Sunday, January 7 

CCCA Young Adults Lock-in Ends 

10:30 AM  Worship 

11:45 AM  Fellowship Hour 

12:00 PM  CYF Meeting 
 

Monday, January  8 

  9:00 AM  Counters 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  5:30 PM  Shelter Meal Preparations 

  7:30 PM  AA 
   

Tuesday, January 9 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  7:00 PM  Bell Choir Practice 

  7:30 PM  NA   
   

Wednesday, January 10 

9:30 AM  Bible Study 

 3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

 6:30 PM  Admin Council Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 11 

  9:00 AM  PATH Baby Buddies 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  6:15 PM  Zumba 

  6:15 PM  The Well 

  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir Practice 
     

Friday, January  12 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  7:00 PM  AA 

  8:00 PM  Al Anon 
   

Saturday,  January 13 

 9:00 AM  NAMI Basics 

 9:00 AM  Performing Arts Program  

 

Please note that this may not be a    
complete listing of all the activities     
taking place at Christian Temple during 
any given week. If you have any     
questions, please contact the event's 
coordinator or the church office for the 
most up to date information. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 Life at Christian Temple! 

Serving Schedule:   January 7, 2017 

 

 

• Annual Christian Temple Elder Sponsored Symposium 

on Social Justice-  The 2018 Topic will be Racial Sensitivi-

ty.  Please join us on Saturday, January 13th (9 AM-Noon).  

All are welcome! 

• SAVE THE DATE!  The Young Adults will be hosting     

BINGO in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, January 16th.  Food 

at 6PM and BINGO at 7PM.  Baskets Welcome! 

• Chili Luncheon–Save the Date! This annual event, “A 

Chili Response”, will be happening on January 28th to   

benefit CEA.  We will need crockpots of chili, cornbread, 

and brownies.  Donations are needed toward the purchase 

of chili toppings too!  All proceeds will go toward helping 

Catonsville residents in need!  Sign-up sheets are in the  

Gathering area  

• Transportation Team- Jesus said that when we serve 

someone in need, we’re serving him. A pleasant, very     

rewarding way to put love out into the world is to join the 

Transportation Team. Annette Joehnk lives just 5 minutes 

away from the church on Edmondson Avenue. Being at 

church on Sundays means so much to her, but she has no 

relatives to give her a ride. If you’re willing to make just 3 or 

4 one-way trips in a 6-month period, please consider reach-

ing out this way. Please let Laurie Lane know if you will 

help out. Call 410-788-8069 or email 

laurielane49@verizon.net.  

December 7, 2017 

mailto:laurielane49@verizon.net
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January 2018 January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28  

Acolyte TBD TBD TBD TBD  

Annette Joehnk   To: Byers 

Home: Cheadle 
Preisinger 

Griffin 

Goon 

Helme 

Wagner 

LaFon 

 

CAW: 

 

Andra Broadwater 

Erin Fisher 

TBD TBD TBD  

Communion 

Bread Baker 
Kim Junker Kim Junker Kim Junker Kim Junker  

Communion:  

Set up/Clean up 
Barbara Cheadle 

Ray Bosmans 

TBD TBD TBD  

Deacons 

*Team Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Wescott 

 

Gloria Todd 

Nancy Saks 
Jimmy Sweet-Laughlin 

Brad Sweet-Laughlin 

Meri Mallette 

Jean O’Donnell 

Doug Kruse 

Nancy Saks 
Jimmy Sweet-Laughlin 

Brad Sweet-Laughlin 

Meri Mallette 

Jean O’Donnell 

Doug Kruse 

Nancy Saks 
Jimmy Sweet-Laughlin 

Brad Sweet-Laughlin 

Meri Mallette 

Jean O’Donnell 

Doug Kruse 

 

Elders: 

Offering 

Communion 

 

Barbara Cheadle 

Ray Bosmans 

 

Dave Wagner 

Cindy Wagner 

 

Sue Medicus 

John Caldwell  

 
 
Jayna Powell 
 
Lyman Goon 

 

Fellowship Hour Caring Team Ministry Elders Legacy Society Chili Luncheon  

Greeters Pat & Doug LaFon Pat & Doug LaFon Pat & Doug LaFon Pat & Doug LaFon  

Lay Readers Byron Foy Bella Woodard Sonya Scott Bradley Mills  

Ushers 
Doug & Deb Kruse Doug & Deb Kruse Doug & Deb Kruse Doug & Deb Kruse  

Stewards 

 

 

 

 

Natalie Nichols 

Christian Preisinger 

Patrick Rodriguez 

Harry Hite 

Tyler Getz 

Natalie Nichols 

Christian Preisinger 

Patrick Rodriguez 

Harry Hite 

Tyler Getz 

Natalie Nichols 

Christian Preisinger 

Patrick Rodriguez 

Harry Hite 

Tyler Getz 

Natalie Nichols 

Christian Preisinger 

Patrick Rodriguez 

Harry Hite 

Tyler Getz 
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CHRISTIAN TEMPLE  
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 
5820 EDMONDSON AVENUE 
BALTIMORE, MD  21228-1929 

 

 

 
Welcome Statement 

     Christian Temple is an Open and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). For us, this means that we cherish all God’s children and welcome 

everyone to Christ’s table of grace as we ourselves have been welcomed. We are espe-

cially intent on deepening our congregational welcome to anyone for whom church has not 

felt like a safe place.  

     Our community of faith includes members of the LGBTQ community and ranges widely 

in age, physical and mental abilities, family and economic situations, marital status, gen-

der, skin color, ethnicity, and political convictions. 

     Join us as we seek to embody the realm of God through our diversity, celebrate the 

grace of God through our worship, and share the love and justice of God from our door-

steps to the ends of the earth. 


