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of poverty, not subterranean creatures. But the      
realities are the same. Trip once, and life may 
never be the same again. 

Without giving too much away, those clever    
middle school kids figured out how to deal with 
the Upside Down. They entered it. They found a 
way to diminish its power by becoming vulnerable.  

Makes me think that maybe those of us who enjoy 
the comfort of easy evenings in front of the TV 
need to figure out how to do the same thing. 

Shalom, 

Rick 

 

 

 

The Upside Down 

When supper is finished, the dishes are done 
and there’s time to sit down and watch a little 
TV before bed, science fiction programs aren’t 
normally our first choice. But the buzz around 
“Stranger Things” grew too loud to ignore. So 
last fall we began watching.  

What do you get when you mix an irresistible 
band of middle school buddies and their big 
brothers and sisters with a few really scary 
monsters, and put them in a small Indiana 
town where a top secret government laborato-
ry has taken up residence? Stranger Things-   
a fun, creative TV series sprinkled generously 
with startling surprises. But also a series that 
offers a compelling image- the Upside Down. 

In Stranger Things, the Upside Down is a    
parallel universe where nothing is certain and 
fear is the order of the day. It’s easy to get 
tripped in the Upside Down. And when you fall, 
there are forces at work that make it hard to 
get back up. Desperation is the order of the 
day in the Upside Down. And the kicker is this. 
Even though most people don’t know it’s there, 
the Upside Down exists right beside normal 
life. 

Well… 

Life is good for most of us, like it is for the folks 
in Stranger Things. This isn’t to say we don’t 
have our trials and tribulations. We live with 
pain and loss. We work hard at jobs we don’t 
always love. We worry. Sometimes we worry a 
lot. But, most of us do all of this from a living 
situation that is generally comfortable, free of 
fear and desperation. 

Meanwhile, there is an alternative universe 
that is very real and very close to us. There are 
pockets of fear and desperation right around 
the corner, or downtown maybe, that most of 
us don’t even see. Or, if we do see them, we 
are easily able to look away when they get too 
scary. In real life the Upside Down is a function 

 

“Second Sundays” 
 
 

 

 

    

Sunday, February 11th 
 

7 – 8:30 PM 
 

Join us for an opportunity to talk               

about the  social justice issues of the day                    

with friends from Christian Temple and the                 

South  Baltimore community that surrounds  

Randall Street Christian Church.   

 

Second Sundays will meet monthly         

 

Randall Street Christian Church is located at 
the intersection of Randall and Belt Streets 

Congregational Meeting 

There will be a brief congregational meeting 

immediately after the worship service on  

Sunday, February 4th. The purpose of this 

meeting is to elect the leadership and congre-

gational representatives for the 2018- 2019 

church year.   See you there! 
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Come on Thursdays (6:15-7:15 PM) to a Zumba 
party in the Fellowship Hall! No dance skills 
needed! Just the ability to move and have fun! Our          
experienced instructor, Maria Thomas, is full of energy and 
vitality. There is never a dull moment in her classes!  The 
cost is just $5 every time you participate (no need to pay in 
advance).  Maria will donate 50% of the nightly proceeds to 
the church!   

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS! 
18 Lyman Goon 

       Gloria Todd 
 

19   Bob Jones 

       Chuck Mills 

       Michelle Mills 
 

21 Tara Lane  
 

22   Christian Preisinger 

       Silas Welch 
 

24 Rick Carriker 
 

26 Jack & Ryan Fisher 
 

27 Donna Goon 
 

28    Kyle Goon 

1 Beth Wescott 
 

3 Gail Rondon 

 Kristina Yamarik 
 

5 Don Berry, III 

       Rick Jensen 

       Mason Malinofsky 
 

7     Jayna Powell 
 

8 Nolan Fisher 

        Kathy Stansbery 
 

11 Charles Cheadle 

 Liz Myers 

        Mary Ellen Myers 

 

12  Dave Andrews 

       Greg Griffin 

 Dave Myers 
 

13 Phyllis Wolf 
 

14    Christian Johnson        

Matthew Welch 
 

15 Sheila Aschman 
 

16 Caroline Pugh      
 

 

 

During this Lenten Season’s  9:30 Forum       
(Feb 18 - March 25), we will be focusing on our 
various images of God. How we imagine God  
and interact with those images has a great impact 
on how we are perceived as a worshiping family 
here at Christian Temple or elsewhere. By        
focusing our attention on cultural, personal, and   
ecclesiastical images of God, we hope to begin to 
uncover implicit biases we might harbor. Join us 
in a rich conversation, in which we will explore 
our Welcoming Statement, deepening our      
commitment to the differently abled community 
and those with mobility issues, ecological       
concerns, and beyond. 

 
Come join us in the Library at the 9:30 hour to 
consider how our language and metaphors for 
God can create new opportunities to offer   
wholeness to our fragmented world.    

 

Every Member Commitment Program 

Coming in March! 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

SPAGETTI DINNER & TALENT SHOW 

 

 

Book Club meets most months to  
review the latest book read.  Join 
them in church library for some lively 
and fun discussions.  

Upcoming schedule:  

Wed February  28, 2018  Death on 
the Sapphire (Lady Frances Ffolkes 
#1) by R.J. Koreto  

 

Questions?  Contact Lyman Goon at 
goongold@aol.com 

 

Thank You! 

 
Chi Rho would like to thank the congregation for their 
generosity and support during the Sub Sale. We sold 
151 subs and made $755.00, a really good year.  All    

proceeds go towards Chi Rho's work trip to             
Bethany Beach Conference Center.  

Monday, February 12th 

Caring Team Ministry Meeting 

February 11th, after worship 

Brian Edwards, Counselor with Suburban    

Crossroads, will share ways we might improve 

our communication skills. 

All Women Invited! 

 

 

 

Join us for the Women’s Group Movie Night! 

Questions? Contact Jayna Powell at  

jaynapowell74@gmail.com 

Senior Mentor  

NAMI and Christian Temple are partnering with 
Ridgeway Manor Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 
and Glynn Taff Assisted Living to provide Senior 
Mentors for selected residents.       

The goals of this program are to: 

• Increase the quality of life for seniors living 
with a mental health condition, 

• Provide support for families of residents 
through education and access to resources 
through NAMI Metro Baltimore, 

• Develop a community of advocacy and    
awareness in Catonsville, MD. 

 

Volunteer Role Requirements: 

• Must be at least 25 years old 

• Have an interest in and sensitivity to mental 
health conditions 

• Attend a half-day training provided by NAMI  

• Willingness to engage with and be a good       
listener to resident and their families 

Volunteer Commitment: Volunteers are asked to 
make a one-hour weekly commitment for 6 months 
(April 2018—September 2018). Volunteers must 
have weekday availability. 
  

Become a Senior Mentor: If you are interested in 
becoming a senior mentor, please contact Director 
of Outreach, Jaime Ebersole at                             
volunteer@namibaltimore.org. 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/171803-lady-frances-ffolkes
https://www.goodreads.com/series/171803-lady-frances-ffolkes
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14243243.R_J_Koreto
mailto:goongold@aol.com
mailto:volunteer@namibaltimore.org?subject=Senior%20Mentor%20Role
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Messages from The Children’s Home to the    

Christian Temple Congregation:  

• On behalf of the young adults who live at The 

Children’s Home, please know that they very 

much appreciate the Christmas gifts of clothing, 

arts & craft supplies, personal items and books 

you provided. 

• While thinking about warm weather and exercise, 

please plan to join the 5K Walk for Youth in     

Catonsville on Saturday May 5, 2018 beginning 

at 9 AM.  Additional details will be provided 

soon. 

Two “year-round” requests: 

• New undergarments (or funds for purchase) for 

young adult residents are always needed. 

• Individual or group volunteers are essential for 

tutoring, mentoring, landscaping and special 

events; please consider this volunteer               

opportunity. 

Contact: Diane Preisinger  410 747 2406  or              

athenadiane@msn.com 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 

 

Last spring at our “What’s  Next?” lunch-
eon a   number of people expressed an 
interest in getting together informally to 
talk about the issues of the day, and how 
they relate to our faith journey. We talked 
about doing this in a restaurant or bar 
where we could talk and eat at the same 
time! We talked about it being for young 
adults, but lots of people who don’t fit 
neatly in this category seem interested! 
Anyone who wants to be on the ground 
floor of what we are calling “Theology on 
Tap”  is invited to click on the link below 
to fill out a brief survey that will help us 
find the best time and location to gather.  

 

We hope to have our first gathering in 
late February or early March. Let us hear 
from you by filling out this survey! 

https://goo.gl/forms/Di7PDmgtGE77Ll182 

mailto:athenadiane@msn.com
https://goo.gl/forms/Di7PDmgtGE77Ll182
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Both photography  of peaceful Nature scenes or even of a contented face can be an illustration for the 

next art exhibit. Viewing of such is best larger than 8"x10" size, so, share with us !  There is room for two 

more exhibitors in the Art for Art Lovers show being hung on February 23.  Our Peace in our Midst … 

and  Welcome the New Year with Peace… will also recognize the International wording on Peace Poles 

saying:" May Peace Prevail on Earth".  A garden sized Peace Pole will be on display.  
 

What will be your peace sign, photo, painting, icon, symbol that you are willing to share?  The deadline 

for registering has been extended to February  14, 2018… YES ! Valentines' Day…. even a few hand 

made valentines spell the thought and is a symbol of PEACE !… OR  let's say so ! 

 

Any questions and to sign up, email janebyers@me.com or phone Jane; 410-869-8581. 

Vacation Bible School Will Be Here Before You Know It 

 

 

 

 

Come Join Us:  If you have children from age 4 through those completing 5th grade, you’ll want to 
save this date:  June 18-22!  That’s the week for Vacation Bible School (VBS) at Christian Temple.  
The theme for this year’s VBS is Rolling River Rampage:  Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with 
God.  Kids will experience a Bible-based good time in a camping/rafting environment as they learn 
the many ways they can experience God in their lives.  We will have a fun-filled week of Bible      
stories, music, mission projects, crafts, science, snacks, games, and of course--a puppet!  Don’t tell, 
but we think he/she might be a river otter. 

Rolling River Rampage will take place from 9 a.m. to 12 noon each day.  We’ll provide registration    
information later, but get June 18-22 on your calendar right away.  Your kids won’t want to miss all 
the fun.   

Please Help Us:  We need lots of volunteers to make VBS happen, including teachers, teacher help-
ers, set decorators, a puppeteer and actors.  We would also welcome anyone who wants to be on our 
planning team. There are many tasks that will be done well in advance of the VBS week (prepping 
crafts, games and science activities to name a few), so even if you can’t be there during the week of 
VBS, you might be able to help!  We encourage youth in high school and middle school to be part of 
the fun.   

You’d think something was amiss if we didn’t make a plea for decorations and supplies for crafts and 
science.  That will come soon, but meanwhile, start thinking about what camping and rafting supplies 
you might be able to lend us in June.  And, start saving empty tissue boxes (they always come in 
handy for crafts). 

And finally, we ask for your prayers for a successful VBS program.   

For more information, contact Donna Goon at 410-750-1936 or at donna.goon@gmail.com or         
Erin Fisher at 732-245-3610 or at beachlotr@yahoo.com.   

Art for Art Lovers Exhibit 

mailto:janebyers@me.com
mailto:donna.goon@gmail.com
mailto:beachlotr@yahoo.com
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Acolyte  Chase Wescott 

Transportation Team:  Byers (To) , Moore (Home)  

Children at Worship:  Matt Bloedorn, Erin Fisher 

Church Closer:  Jesse Fisher 

Communion Bread:  Denise Treat 

Communion Set-up/Clean-up:  Sherry Welch, John Caldwell 

Deacons:  Sheila Aschman, John Griffin 

Elders:  Sherry Welch (Offering),  John Caldwell (Communion) 

Fellowship Hour:  Men’s Group 

Greeters:  Cheryl & Wayne Storie 

Lay Reader:  Youth Sunday 

Ushers:  Sarah Gerrett 

Stewards:  Hope Cursey, Astrid Jensen, Jamie Pugh,              

Dan Guonjian-Pettit, Luke Guonjian-Pettit 

 

Sunday, February 4 

10:30 AM  Worship– Youth Sunday! 

11:45 AM  Congregational Meeting 

12:00 PM  Chi Rho Sub Pick-up 

12:00 PM  Fellowship Hour 
 

Monday, February 5 

  9:00 AM  Counters 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  5:30 PM  Shelter Meal Preparations 

  7:30 PM  AA 
   

Tuesday, February 6 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  7:00 PM  Bell Choir Practice 

  7:30 PM  NA   
   

Wednesday, February 7 

9:30 AM  Bible Study 

 3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

 6:30 PM  NAMI Family to Family Class 
 

Thursday, February 8 

  9:00 AM  PATH Baby Buddies 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  6:15 PM  Zumba 

  6:15 PM  The Well 

  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir Practice 
     

Friday, February 9 

  9:30 AM  VBS Planning Meeting 

  3:30 PM  SCC/Counseling Clinic 

  7:00 PM  AA 

  8:00 PM  Al Anon 
   

Saturday,  February 10 

 9:00 AM  Performing Arts Program  

 

Please note that this may not be a    
complete listing of all the activities     
taking place at Christian Temple during 
any given week. If you have any     
questions, please contact the event's 
coordinator or the church office for the 
most up to date information. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 Life at Christian Temple! 

Serving Schedule:   February 4, 2017 

• Congregational Meeting- There will be a brief congregational 

meeting immediately after the worship service on Sunday, February 

4th. The purpose of this meeting is to elect the leadership and   

congregational representatives for the 2018- 2019 church year.    

• Chi Rho Sub Sale– If you placed an order for subs, then don’t   

forget to pick them up THIS Sunday, February 4th, after          

worship!  Subs are $5 each. If you did not pay when up made your  

order, then please plan to pay at pick up.  Thank You! 

• Pancake Supper-  Join us!  All are Welcome! Tues., February 13 

(5:30-7:00 pm)  Randall St. Christian Church…  Donations accept-

ed ($5 suggested-kids eat free!) 

• Bethany Beach-  Christian Temple’s Beach Week for this year is 

scheduled for July 22nd to July 26th. If you are interested in joining 

us, please contact the church as soon as possible.  By doing so, we 

will be able to tentatively hold you on our reservation list.  Spots are 

filling up though, so please remember a 50% security  deposit is the 

only way to truly finalize your plans.  Due to this year’s deadline 

schedule from CCCA, deposits will be due by February 11th.  

Shortly after that date, we will need to open up unsecured spots to 

others on the waiting list. Info packets are now online and in the 

Gathering.  

• Art for Art Lovers Exhibit Coming Soon!  Our February 23rd 

through March 11th exhibit will have a theme of  “Welcoming the 

New Year in Peace”.  All members and friends are encouraged to 

submit an original piece of  two or three dimensional art work     

related to this theme. Nature scenes of any medium including    

photography will apply.  Contact Jane Byers by February 14th at  

janebyers@me.com 

February 4, 2017 

mailto:janebyers@me.com
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February  2018 February 4 February 11 February 18 February 25  

Acolyte Chase Wescott Marissa Stewart London Johnson Silas Welch  

Annette Joehnk   Byers (To) 

Moore (Home) 
Wagner 

Woodard 

Jones 

Pence 

Preisinger 

Stansbery 

 

CAW: 

 

 

Matt Bloedorn 

Erin Fisher 

Matt Cerame 

Rebekah Cerame 

Lily Cerame 

Kecia Johnson 

Andy Eaker 

 

Sonja Scott 

Beth Wescott 

 

Church Closer Jesse Fisher Sue Medicus Barbara Cheadle Sonja Scott  

Communion 

Bread Baker 
Denise Treat Denise Treat Denise Treat Denise Treat  

Communion:  

Set up/Clean up 
Sherry Welch 

John Caldwell 

TBD TBD TBD  

Deacons 

*Team Leader 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Aschman 

 

John Griffin 

 

Pat Whittier 

TimWhittier 

*Patti Hannum 

Diane Preisinger 

Edie Jones 

Bob Jones 
 

 

Pat Whittier 

TimWhittier 

*Patti Hannum 

Diane Preisinger 

Edie Jones 

Bob Jones 

 

Pat Whittier 

TimWhittier 

*Patti Hannum 

Diane Preisinger 

Edie Jones 

Bob Jones 

 

Elders: 

Offering 

Communion 

 

Sherry Welch 

John Caldwell 

 

Joe Pettit 

Kathy Gobbel 

 

Bonnie Ouellette 

Vaughn Ouellette 

 
 
Kim Junker 
 
Wade Hannum 

 

Fellowship Hour Men’s Group Trustees Marie Racz Jayna Powell  

Greeters 
Cheryl & Wayne 

Storie 

Cheryl & Wayne 

Storie 

Cheryl & Wayne 

Storie 

Cheryl & Wayne 

Storie 
 

Lay Readers Youth Sunday Christian Johnson TBD Sarah Broadwater  

Ushers 
Sarah Gerrett Sarah Gerrett Sarah Gerrett Sarah Gerrett  

Stewards 

 

 

 

 

Hope Cursey 

Dan Guonjian-Pettit 

Luke Guonjian-Pettit 

Astrid Jensen 

Jamie Pugh 

Hope Cursey 

Dan Guonjian-Pettit 

Luke Guonjian-Pettit 

Astrid Jensen 

Jamie Pugh 

Hope Cursey 

Dan Guonjian-Pettit 

Luke Guonjian-Pettit 

Astrid Jensen 

Jamie Pugh 

Hope Cursey 

Dan Guonjian-Pettit 

Luke Guonjian-Pettit 

Astrid Jensen 

Jamie Pugh 
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T H E  W O R S T  H U M A N I TA R I A N  C R I S I S . . .                                   January 30, 2018       

It has been called the world's most under-reported crisis and the world's worst humanitarian crisis since World War II. 

The famine in the east African countries of Kenya and the South Sudan has quietly killed thousands and thousands of 

men, women, and children.   

In Kenya, 2.7 million people - a number equal to the population of the states of Wyoming and Montana - are at high risk 

of starvation due to the ongoing drought that has severely affected the ability of families to grow enough food to feed 

themselves. With too little water - caused by several years of negligible rainfall - livestock have also died in record num-

bers. Andrew Fuys, a staff member with Church World Service, says in many parts of Kenya, "your livestock is everything 

- your food, your savings account, your social status." 

The crop failure rate has been a staggering 70% -- which has led to exorbitant prices for food, a cost that families 

(already struggling to make any money from their failing crops) cannot pay. Fuys notes that in certain parts of the coun-

try, markets completely collapsed so that no food was available even if families had money to pay. Cash for work pro-

grams and emergency food distributions through ACT Alliance partners help families meet their needs. Additionally, 

communities have begun farming two early maturing/ drought tolerant crops, have begun raising small-breed animals 

like shoats, and have received training in livestock disease control. 

ACT Alliance, in responding to this ongoing crisis, notes that "children, pregnant women, new mothers and the elderly 

[are] bearing the brunt of the calamity." Moreover, the drought and famine affected areas where the malnutrition rate 

was already the highest in the country. Improvements in water technologies--such as sand dams and rainwater har-

vesting--aim to alleviate the emergency situation and provide sustained resources for the community for the future. 

Water is life, and where there is not enough water families starve, babies die from diseases caused by poor hygiene, 

hungry adults are increasingly unable to work, and nations whose economies are hobbled are increasingly unable to 

help their people as food prices reach unattainable levels.  Fuys notes that during the worst of the drought, the price of 

staples went up more than 30% in many places in the country.  Where there was food available, there was often no 

money and ACT Alliance creatively used cell phone money transfer technology to give families small amounts of money 

to tide them over, or to help with school fees or health needs. 

Your gifts to Week of Compassion have helped make possible these responses. Your continued generosity can help bring 

life-giving water to our neighbors in Kenya, South Sudan, and around the world. Thank you. 

 

Accessed February 1, 2018  http://www.weekofcompassion.org/our-impact/2018/1/30/the-worst-humanitarian-crisis 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/our-impact/2018/1/30/the-worst-humanitarian-crisis
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/our-impact/2018/1/30/the-worst-humanitarian-crisis
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/our-impact/2018/1/30/the-worst-humanitarian-crisis
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CHRISTIAN TEMPLE  
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 
5820 EDMONDSON AVENUE 
BALTIMORE, MD  21228-1929 

 

 

 
Welcome Statement 

     Christian Temple is an Open and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). For us, this means that we cherish all God’s children and welcome 

everyone to Christ’s table of grace as we ourselves have been welcomed. We are espe-

cially intent on deepening our congregational welcome to anyone for whom church has not 

felt like a safe place.  

     Our community of faith includes members of the LGBTQ community and ranges widely 

in age, physical and mental abilities, family and economic situations, marital status, gen-

der, skin color, ethnicity, and political convictions. 

     Join us as we seek to embody the realm of God through our diversity, celebrate the 

grace of God through our worship, and share the love and justice of God from our door-

steps to the ends of the earth. 


