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Week of Compassion
February 17th
Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada.

“We did get a ton of rain this year. Maybe all that
rain still needs a place to go.”

So, while our brightest and best lean into solving
this riddle we have a pond at our church. On the
one hand it is a nuisance and a liability. On the
other maybe our natural baptismal pool can be
seen as a metaphor for what lies at the heart of
what we believe as Disciples of Christ: God’s grace
is mysteriously given to the world and fills the low
places of our lives until our cup runneth over.

“On Ainslie Pond”
Anyone who has visited Christian Temple over
the past six months has seen a new geographical feature winding its way through our playground- the Christian Temple Pond. Or maybe
we should call it the “Ainslie Pond”.

If you haven’t seen the Ainslie pond yet, “Come,
walk beside its still waters, and see how Moses
wasn’t the only one who brought water from the
rock. But you better hurry. Our pond won’t be
around for long.

While the origins of this new Catonsville body of
water are still mysterious it presence is very real.
Once in that space there were parents slipping
their toddlers into the chairs for their first swing
set ride. Now there is a pond surrounding a twin
A-frame work of modern art painted fire engine
red.

Shalom,
Rick

The pond seems to be fed by water oozing out
from the railroad ties at the top of the swing set
bay. While the source is difficult to pinpoint the
runoff is strong and steady, running through the
cut we made in the sidewalk and cascading
down the hill where it is once again absorbed into the ground. Some people pay a lot of money
for such landscaping.
Possible sources of our new water hazard?
Some would say an abandoned water line that
once serviced the Carriage House that sat half
way up the hill is the culprit. Could be.
Others wonder if there once was a water fountain
for thirsty boys and girls in the middle of the old
equipment- a water fountain that had been
capped until last year? Longtime Catonsvillians
say no.

SAVE the DATE

A few neighbors say they remember a drain pipe
that poked out of the hillside just above where
our pond has formed. The drainpipe could have
been capped when they renovated the playground and dug out the swing set bay twenty
years ago. This sounds interesting.

April 27, 2019
Intergenerational Day of
Making a Difference in
Baltimore City!

But just about everyone who sees the pond and
ventures a guess as to its robust and very steady
runoff down the hill will conclude their favorite
theory by making reference to 2018 being the
wettest year on record. Especially since the pond
was born in July, the wettest month of 2018.

Sponsored by the H.O.M.E. Team
(Hands On Mission Experience)
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Vacation Bible School—Save the Date!
Come Join Us: If you have children from age 4 through those completing 4th grade,
you’ll want to save this date: June 24-28! That’s the week for Vacation Bible School
(VBS) at Christian Temple. The theme for this year’s VBS is To Mars and Beyond:
Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You. The program will help kids discover the
wonders of God's universe. They'll become Voyagers on a journey through space,
exploring where God's power can take them. Along the way, they'll learn how God
walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with them, too. We will have a
fun-filled week of Bible stories, music, mission projects, crafts, science, snacks,
games, and of course--a puppet! VBS will take place from 9 a.m. to 12 noon each day.
We’ll provide registration information later, but get June 24-28 on your calendar
right away. Your kids won’t want to miss all the fun.
Please Help Us: We need lots of volunteers to make VBS happen, including teachers,
teacher helpers, set decorators, a puppeteer and actors. We would also welcome anyone who wants to be on our planning team. There are many tasks that will be done well
in advance of the VBS week (prepping crafts, games and science activities to name a
few), so even if you can’t be there during the week of VBS, you might be able to help!
We encourage youth in high school and middle school to be part of the fun.

And finally, we ask for your prayers for a successful VBS program.
For more information, contact:
Donna Goon at 410-750-1936 or at donna.goon@gmail.com or
Erin Fisher at 732-245-3610 or at beachlotr@yahoo.com

Fun at the Young Adults Bingo!

The Christian Temple 9:30 Forum is held on Sunday
mornings throughout the church year. Each week before
worship begins you are invited to meet in the library for a
cup of coffee, a donut and a group discussion.
Our current series is based on Adam
Hamilton's book "Unafraid: Living with
Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times".
Each session will include a brief videotape to introduce the topic. Join us!
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February Birthdays!
1

Beth Wescott

3

Gail Rondon
Kristina Yamarik

4

Isaac Lal

5

Don Berry, III
Rick Jensen
Mason Malinofsky

7

Jayna Powell

8

Nolan Fisher
Kathy Stansbery

11 Charles Cheadle
Liz Myers
Mary Ellen Myers
12 Dave Andrews
Greg Griffin

Proposed Slate of Church Positions
Our Nominating Committee is charged in the church
By-Laws with presenting the slate of officers, elders,
deacons, and stewards for the next church year to the
Board at its January meeting. At our meeting on January
16, the Board approved the slate, below. Now, the Board
will ask for your approval of this slate at an upcoming
Congregational meeting (date to be announced). The
proposed slate for the July 2019-June 2020 church year is:

Moderator:
Vice Moderator:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Assistant Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Trustee:
Deacons:

13 Phyllis Wolf

14

Christian Griffin
Matthew Welch

16 Caroline Pugh
18 Lyman Goon
Gloria Todd
19 Bob Jones
Chuck Mills
Michelle Mills

Stewards:

21 Tara Lane

22 Christian Preisinger
Silas Welch
24 Rick Carriker
26

Historian:

Donna Goon
Cindy Wagner
Cheryl Storie
Dave Wagner
Kristina Yamarik
Sarah Gerrett
Wayne Storie
Sarah Gerrett
Marissa Goon
Kecia Johnson
(acting as one deacon) Sarah/Ian Lane
Amy Luking
Bobbi McIntyre
Nancy Saks
Kathy Stansbery
Cheryl Storie
Wayne Storie
Bradley Mills
James Pugh
Dan-Guonjian-Pettit
Tyler Getz
Harry Hite
Sarah Broadwater
Nancy Saks

Jack & Ryan Fisher

27 Donna Goon
28

Kyle Goon

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Donna Goon, Moderator at 410-750-1936 or by email at
donna.goon@gmail.com
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Bethany Beach Summer Retreat

Catonsville Farmers Market

Sunday, July 28th through Thursday, August 1st

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
10:30-12:30
February 13th and 27th

We Still Have A Few Rooms Open!
Summer feels like a long way away, but it is closer than
we realize! Information packets are now available in the
Gathering, as well as on our website
www.christiantemple.org. For site photos, go to
http://www.cccadisciples.org/bethanybeach/
If you are interested in joining the fun, please contact the
office right away by email (office@christiantemple.org) to
reserve your spot. Please let us know your preference
for lodging, and we will try to honor your choice. We
can’t make any promises though. This is especially true
with the first floor ADA rooms in Campbell Hall as we will
want to be sure anyone with mobility issues is able to
use one of those rooms.
Please also remember that the only way to fully secure
your spot is with a 50% deposit of the full cost.
Feel free to contact the church office with any questions!

The Catonsville Farmers Market
is a “producer only” market. This means
that the products you are buying are grown,
made or prepared by the vendor. When
you come to the market, you get more than
fresh, local products. You get to know the
people behind the products.

Thank you!
I would like to thank all of those
who sent me cards, condolences,
phone calls and visitations following the passing of my father in
early January. This has meant a
lot to me and to my family and
was so much appreciated.
~ Kathy Stansbery

Pastoral Relations Committee
Did you know the Pastoral Relations Committee meets monthly with Pastor Rick to
talk about how thing are going with worship and any other topics that arise? If you
have a concern, feel free to pass it along to
any of the following committee members:

HISTORICAL OLD SALEM’S
ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR & FLEA MARKET
SATURDAY MARCH 9

Brian Edwards

9am-1pm at Salem Lutheran Church, 905 Frederick Road,
Catonsville. Come search for treasures, enjoy a delicious
meal, and take home a treat. Admission is $1 per person and
all proceeds from the day benefit Historical Old Salem's
preservation efforts. Have something to sell? Vendors wanted
also-$20 for a 3x8 table (provided).

Deb Kruse

Call Sharon for more details 410-744-8724.
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Johnnie Fries
Kathy Gobbel
Michael Stone
Andra Broadwater
Information is kept confidential. Our main
function is to offer support to Rick and
discuss in confidence any issues that may
have arisen, good news or otherwise.

Theology on Tap
Come and bring your friends!
Adults of all ages, faiths, and
walks of life are welcome!

February 22nd
We are a group of people of all
ages with different backgrounds
and beliefs that come together to
discuss life, religion, & spirituality.
Please be on the look out for
more information about our meeting in February. Follow us on our
Facebook page, Christian Temple
Theology on Tap

ZUMBA
Thursdays (6:15-7:15 PM)
Fellowship Hall
No dance skills needed! Just the ability to move and
have fun! Our experienced instructor, Maria Thomas, is
full of energy and vitality. There is never a dull moment
in her classes!

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, is pleased
to offer a preventive health event at Christian
Temple Church on 3/11/2019. Five screenings
will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading
cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat
which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone
density screening, for men and women, used to
assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our
member discount). All five screenings take 60-90
minutes to complete. There are three ways to
register for this event and to receive a $10
discount off any package priced above $129,
please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or visit
http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
or text the word circle to 797979

The cost is just $5 every time you participate (no need to
pay in advance). Maria will donate 50% of the nightly
proceeds to the church!

Women’s Group: Christ in Culture
Monday, February 11th
7PM in the church library

All Women Invited!
Ques? Contact Jayna Powell
jaynapowell74@gmail.com

6

Weekly Seed: February 3rd
Week of Compassion– There will be a special
offering on Sunday, February 17th. Please look
for the special offering envelope in your News
Bulletin, as well as coin boxes in the Gathering. “Your gifts
do more than we can imagine!”
IMAGINATION. It may seem a weak word when compared with
all the need that we see daily in the world. We hear the word
“imagination” and we may think to ourselves “fantasy” (“Imagine
you are on a beach somewhere”) that escapes from the reality of the
world as it is. We hear the word “imagination” and we wonder if it
is truly helpful in a world where some would say clear-eyed
“realism” about the challenges that we face is what is needed.
IMAGINATION. Yet far from being a light or weak thing, far from
being a superfluous or escapist thing, far from being an un-real
thing, imagination is actually one of the most powerful engines for
change that human beings have! Long ago, the philosopher Aristotle said that “Thinking itself begins in wonder, begins in imagination,” and he was right – imagination, particularly when it is fueled
by a vision of God’s hopes for all humankind, can keep us energized, keep us seeking to do the good that is possible, seeking to
better the lives of those who have been battered by circumstance.
~Week of Compassion | 2019 Resource Guide

CYF’s Spaghetti Dinner & Talent Show has
a date! Please save Saturday, April 6th for
this wonderful event. This special evening is
always filled with a lot of fun and laughter!

Life at Christian Temple!
Sunday, February 3
10:30 AM Morning Worship
11:45 AM Congregational Meeting
12:00 PM Fellowship Hour
12:00 PM Newcomers Luncheon
Monday, February 4
9:00 AM Counters
1:30 PM VBS Meeting
5:30 PM Shelter Meal Preparations
6:30 PM NAMI Family Support Grp.
7:30 PM AA
Tuesday, February 5
7:00 PM Bell Choir Practice
7:30 PM NA
Wednesday, February 6
9:30 AM Wed. Bible Study
10:00 AM Catonsville Ministerium
5:30 PM Book Club
6:30 PM Program Council Meeting
Thursday, February 7
6:15 PM Zumba
6:15 PM The Well
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Practice
Friday, February 8
7:00 PM AA
8:00 PM Al Anon
Saturday, February 9

Acolyte: Rohman Johnson
Transportation Team: TBD (To), TBD (Home)
Children at Worship: Kecia Johnson, Beth Wescott
Church Closer: Laurie Lane
Communion Bread: Denise Treat
Communion Set-up/Clean-up: Joe Pettit, Sherry Welch
Deacons: Jean O’Donnell, TBD
Elders: Joe Pettit (Offering), Sherry Welch (Communion)
Fellowship Hour: Deacons
Greeters: Cheryl & Wayne Storie
Lay Reader: Peter Kruse
Ushers: Sarah & Bob Gerrett
Stewards: Dan Guonjian-Pettit, Luke Guonjian-Pettit, Patrick
Rodriguez, Tyler Getz, Harry Hite
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Please note that this may not be a
complete listing of all the activities
taking place at Christian Temple during
any given week. If you have any
questions, please contact the event's
coordinator or the church office for the
most up to date information. Thank you!
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February 2019

February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

Acolyte

Rohman Johnson

Zoe Lal

Xander Bloedorn

Marissa/Samantha
Stewart

Annette Joehnk

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

CAW:

Kecia Johnson
Beth Wescott

Brooke Scott
Johnnie Fries (H)
Donna Goon

Matt Bloedorn
Sonja Scott

Amy Luking
Brad Sweet-Laughlin

Church Closer

Laurie Lane

Laurie Lane

Laurie Lane

Laurie Lane

Communion
Bread Baker

Denise Treat

Denise Treat

Denise Treat

Denise Treat

Communion:
Set up/Clean up

Joe Pettit

Youth Sunday

Stan Stansbery

Peter Kruse

Edie Jones

Patti Hannum

Deacons

Jean O’Donnell

Stan Stansbery

Peter Kruse

Edie Jones

Patti Hannum*

Patti Hannum*

Diane Preisinger

TBD

Edie Jones

TBD

Stan Stansbery

Bonnie Ouellette

Kathy Gobbel

Vaughn Ouellette

Jayna Powell

Teachers/Helpers
(H)

*Team Leader

Sherry Welch
Youth Sunday

TBD

Elders:
Offering

Joe Pettit

Youth Sunday

Communion

Sherry Welch

Fellowship Hour

Jean O’Donnell

Choir

Elders

Women’s Group

Greeters

Cheryl & Wayne
Storie

Cheryl & Wayne
Storie

Cheryl & Wayne
Storie

Cheryl & Wayne
Storie

Lay Readers

Peter Kruse

Rick Jensen

Brij Lal

TBD

Ushers

Sarah & Bob
Gerrett

Sarah & Bob
Gerrett

Sarah & Bob
Gerrett

Sarah & Bob
Gerrett

Stewards

Dan Guonjian-Pettit
Luke Guonjian_Pettit
Patrick Rodriguez
Tyler Getz
Harry Hite

Dan Guonjian-Pettit
Luke Guonjian_Pettit
Patrick Rodriguez
Tyler Getz
Harry Hite

Dan Guonjian-Pettit
Luke Guonjian_Pettit
Patrick Rodriguez
Tyler Getz
Harry Hite

Dan Guonjian-Pettit
Luke Guonjian_Pettit
Patrick Rodriguez
Tyler Getz
Harry Hite
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Welcome Statement
Christian Temple is an Open and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). For us, this means that we cherish all God’s children and welcome
everyone to Christ’s table of grace as we ourselves have been welcomed. We are
especially intent on deepening our congregational welcome to anyone for whom church
has not felt like a safe place.
Our community of faith includes members of the LGBTQ community and ranges widely
in age, physical and mental abilities, family and economic situations, marital status,
gender, skin color, ethnicity, and political convictions.

Join us as we seek to embody the realm of God through our diversity, celebrate the
grace of God through our worship, and share the love and justice of God from our
doorsteps to the ends of the earth.

CHRISTIAN TEMPLE
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
5820 EDMONDSON AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MD 21228-1929
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