
May 16, 2022 

 

Greetings! 

 

May is an interesting month.  It is a month for practical realities, and a month for dreams and celebra-

tions.  May is when the leadership of Christian Temple reaches out to ask our members to make a financial 

pledge - an estimate - of how much they believe they will donate to the church for the coming year.  This     

estimate forms the foundation upon which we build our budget.  Can’t get more practical than that, right?  But 

May is also an exciting month full of moments of breathless expectations; a sense of something new and   

wonderful about to happen just around the corner. 

   

In May, sons, daughters, nieces and nephews are sending out graduation invitations, and between those     

beautiful, classically embossed lines, “You are invited…” are invisible words shouting out in exaltation - This 

is a New Day, something New is being created - come celebrate it with me!  And in May, as couples stand at 

the alter looking into each others’ eyes while the Pastor intones the words, “Do you …”, they feel a surge of 

excitement and maybe a little twinge of fear as they realize this is a New Day; something New is being created. 

 

As you consider how much you will give to Christian Temple for the coming year through your Every     

Member Commitment (EMC) pledge, I suggest that you think of it as you would a wedding gift, a graduation 

gift, or a baby gift for someone very near and dear to you.  It is a gift to both celebrate and help bring into    

being this New Day, this New Thing that God is creating for Christian Temple. More than anything, making a 

pledge up-front for the year makes a bold statement: it says I trust in my church, I trust that we will find a  

ministry leadership that will both fulfill our expectations and surprise us in wonderful ways, and most of all it 

says I trust that God intends good things to come of this New Day for Christian Temple.  

  

In a way, your pledge is also a gift of affirmation and celebration of Pastor Rick Powell’s retirement after 27 

years of ministry with Christian Temple.  For no new thing is ever spun out of nothing. It is built upon the   

history and tradition and foundation laid down by those that come before.  What better retirement gift for a 

minister than the satisfaction of knowing that their legacy is a thriving congregation? 

  

When a ministry has been as fulfilling and rich with love and accomplishments as the one we have experienced 

with Rick and Jayna, it is tempting to let feelings of sadness at their moving away from leadership turn into 

skepticism and fear for the future. But Easter tells us a different story; one in which we can be both sad and 

glad for an ending that is also a glorious New Day. As you consider making a financial pledge this year, I ask 

that you remember God’s joyous promise made through his prophet Isaiah -   “Behold, I will do a new thing.” 

 

Peace & Blessings! 

 

Barbara Cheadle, moderator 

Christian Temple (Disciples of Christ)  

“Behold, I Will Do A New Thing.” 

(Isaiah 43:19) 




