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A Message from our Pastor

Dear Saints,
This past week we saw a terrible display of evil in a small town in Texas. A deranged individual took the
lives of innocent people who were, of all places, in a church worshiping the Lord. As the story began to
unfold, and the terrible details became known, I began to pray for all of those involved; the victims and of
course the victim’s families and loved ones.
This happened less than a week from the attack in New York City where another evil and misguided
person took the lives of those who were simply out enjoying a walk or ride on a bike path along the
Hudson River. Our world has become overwhelmed with these kinds of stories, to the point where sadly it
is becoming commonplace and the incidents seem to be getting worse and worse.
The question comes, “if God is in control, why are these terrible things happening?” I have been asked
this many times over the years when we see evil taking place. My honest answer is that I just do not
know. The Bible talks about how evil is a mystery and in all of the cases I mentioned, they are all a
mystery of what drives a person to have no regard for another one’s life.
Here is what I do know. Evil does not come from God. We also cannot “blame” God for evil things that
occur. Evil has one source and that source is Satan. We know that Satan entered into this world when
Adam and Eve made a terrible decision and turned against God. God does not put evil into the world to
punish us or teach us some lesson.
The Bible also promises us that someday evil will be no more and Satan will be banished. Matthew 25:41
tells us that “all evil will be cast into the everlasting fire.” This is all good news but what about today?
God has given us victory over evil. Now this does not mean that evil and bad things will not occur in our
lives and in this world. However, as you see how the folks of this small Texas town are responding with
love and forgiveness, we can know that God is always with us and will give us the strength that is needed
to move on from these terrible tragedies.
Of course we do not know the future, but we know the One who holds the future. As I watched the people
directly affected by this shooting, including the pastor of the church and his wife, I saw something very
distinct; grace.
Grace for those who are suffering, grace for those who knew this troubled young man, and even grace for
the shooter himself. It reminded me of one of Jesus’ final acts on the cross; asking the Father to forgive
those who were torturing Him and even killing Him. An act of Grace that made no sense then and even
today!
Friends, Jesus told us in John 16:33; “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world.” Stand on your faith, join in prayer with those in Texas, unite in Christ and know that these
days are stepping stones on our journey. Jesus has overcome the world, even when we cannot see it or feel
it. That is what faith is all about; Believing without seeing.
Yours is Christ,
Pastor John Parille
Senior Pastor
BUMC
Our Contemporary style worship service is in full swing.
Our service is held on Sunday evenings from 5:00 pm to
6:00 pm. We believe that there are many folks in our
community that are not able to attend a Sunday morning
service because of other family or work commitments.
This service is intended to reach those folks! Come join
us!
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Facebook
If you are on Facebook and have not liked our page, please do so. Here you will find links to our sermons
and get a sneak preview of the upcoming sermon. If you are a member of our Facebook page we would
ask that you “share” links with your community of friends.
2018 Calendar Year Stewardship Campaign
Our annual congregation-wide stewardship campaign will commence this year starting on Sunday, 10/29
and will culminate with a "Celebration Sunday" event after service during fellowship in Mitchell Hall on
Sunday, November 19. This year's campaign will celebrate and educate the congregation on the
spiritual transformation our church is experiencing and how our gifts are deployed to help facilitate our
church operations, teaching ministries, growth and outreach. Now is not the time for complacency, but
rather as active disciples of Jesus the time for committing ourselves to making an even greater difference
for each other and for those outside this church. This year's stewardship theme comes from Joshua
24:15 "But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." Stay tuned!
November Volunteers
Sunday Morning Ministries for 8:30am & 10:00am November 5th
Reader & Communion Steward 8:30am: Peter Eckert Readers & Communion Stewards (set-up and
serve): Tracy Brown & Chris Barnabo Communion Stewards (serve and clean-up): James Wolff &
Stacie McLaughlin Counters: Bill Struth and Tom Wolff Greeters: Deb and Dave Albin
Ushers: Team D: Tracy Brown, Fran Bartholomew, Art Langer, Andrew Serfilippi
Sunday Morning Ministries for 8:30am & 10:00am November 12th
Reader & Communion Steward 8:30am: Paul Young Readers & Communion Stewards (set-up and
serve): Julien Schaad & Dave Morey Communion Stewards (serve and clean-up): Tom Wolff & Steve
Temple Counters: Tracy Brown and Krista Mayer Greeters: Alan and Debbie Brown Ushers: Team B:
Alan Brown, Joe Benner, Tammy Esposito
Sunday Morning Ministries for 8:30am & 10:00am November 19th
Reader & Communion Steward 8:30am: David McClain Readers & Communion Stewards (set-up
and serve): Family Worship Communion Stewards (serve and clean-up): Family Worship
Counters: Janette Blackstock & Dave Albin Greeters: Family Worship Ushers: Family Worship plus
Alan Brown and Tammy Esposito
Sunday Morning Ministries for 8:30am & 10:00am November 26th
Reader & Communion Steward 8:30am: Martha Bishop Readers & Communion Stewards (set-up
and serve): Diane Meldon & Stacie McLaughlin Communion Stewards (serve and clean-up): Angela
Bassett & Rick Kelly Counters: Linda Bruce and Betty Lepus Greeters: Marty Bishop & Dawn Tomaino
Ushers: Team C: Debbie Albin, Krista Mayer, Frank Tomaino
Church News
It is with great sadness we announced the passing of our dear sister in the Lord and member of our
church, Nancy Kelly. Nancy passed into the arms of Jesus Friday, October 6th at Danbury Hospital with
her family by her side. She was 58 years old.
Nancy spent the majority of her adult life in Bethel, CT where she and her husband of 32 years (Richard
J. Kelly, Jr.) raised their three children (Megan, 29; Laura, 26; Brendan, 23) and their rescue dog, Riley
(7).
There will be a memorial service on Saturday, October 21 at 1:00PM in our sanctuary. Nancy’s favorite
colors were blue and yellow, and the family encourages all attendees to honor her by wearing bright
clothing.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial fund has been established to honor Nancy’s gentleness of spirit in benefit
of Bethel United Methodist Church Children’s Education and Spiritual Enrichment. Visit
www.youcaring.com and type “Nancy Kelly” into the Fundraisers search bar.
To light a candle, offer an online condolence or for a direct link to her memorial page, please visit
www.Hullfuneralservice.com.
Please keep Rick and his children in your prayers as they go through the coming days. We will all miss
Nancy and her steady quiet presence in our church family.
Baptisms
During the month of October we celebrated the baptism of McKenna Mae Kochan. McKenna is the
daughter of Charles and Ashley Kochan.
Off the Streets
Off the Streets is all all-volunteer run organization which works to get homeless people into housing. If a
homeless person has a source of income, Off the Streets will provide a security deposit and basic
furniture and household goods. Off the Streets collects furniture and household goods from 10am to
12noon on the first Saturday of each month behind the Bethel United Methodist Church. Items most in
demand are dressers, small kitchen tables with chairs, end tables, nightstands and lamps. The next drop
off date is November 4th. For more information, go to www.offthestreetsnow.com or call 203-733-5880.
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Craft Workshops
Craft workshops are being held on Saturday Nov 4th and 11th from 9 to 12 at the church. We are
making crafts for the bazaar. Anyone who is crafty and would like to make something at home to donate,
please contact Jackie Penyak at jackiepenyak@me.com.
Fundraiser – Bottle/Can Drive
Please consider saving your nickel deposit bottles and cans for our bottle/can drive the 2nd Saturday of
every month. Our next drive is November 11th. You can bring them to the parking lot between the hours
of 11:00am – 1:00pm. This year the benefits go to Julien Schaad’s ASP tuition.

Please join us for our monthly
Family Pasta Dinners
Bethel United Methodist Church
141 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel, CT
November 11th
Serving 5:30 – 7:30 pm
Adults $10

Seniors & Students with College ID $8
Kids $5 (under 5 eat free)
Family max price $25 (parents & kids)

Dinners also available to go! Call BUMC 203.743.6835 the day of dinner to place your order

Dinner includes:
Salad with homemade dressings
Pasta with marinara or meat sauce
Homemade meatballs .50 ea
Homemade desserts
Please consider donating to our Annual Stuff-a-Van event at our Pasta Dinner on November 11th. We will
also have a container to drop off your donations during the month of November in Mitchell Hall.
Thank you for supporting our Annual drive.

2017 Holiday Gift Suggestions for Veterans Community Drive
Sponsored by Bethel Women’s Club, Member of GFWC

Clothing: New Items with Tags Only
Underwear: (Large, X-large, 2X,3X,4X)
T-shirts
Boxers/Briefs
Bottoms: (all sizes: Men’s Med to 6X, Women’s Sm to XXL)
Dockers” style pants
Jeans, Jeans, Jeans
Sweatpants
Tops: (all sizes to 4X)
Dress shirts
Polo/Sport/ Casual
Hawaiian
T-shirts (pockets a plus)
Sweaters/Vest (Pullover or Cardigan)
Coats: (all sizes: men’s M to 6X, Women’s M to XL)
Winter coats and Jackets
Golf/Light Weight Jackets
Quilted insulated Flannel Jackets
Shoes: (Men’s sizes 7 to 15)
Water shoes (not flip-flops)
Sandals
Slippers
Sneakers (Velcro closing or tie)
Work boots and winter boots
Accessories: (All sizes)
Gloves and Hats
Belts, Suspenders
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Other Popular Items
Gift Certificates
Rechargeable Razors
Picture Frames
Watches (Large Face a Plus!! Or Talking)
Military Memorabilia (Patches, Caps, etc.)
Socks- Diabetic, Crew, Tube, Ankle or Dress

Recreational Items
Scenic posters for rooms
Colored Markers
Adult (scenic) Coloring Books
Sundries (NO HOTEL SAMPLES)
Manly Shampoos & Conditioners
Baby/Shower powder
Men’s Deodorant
Manly Body Wash
Lip Balm
Soft Hair Brushes/Brushes/Combs
Flashlights
Batteries (AA,AAA,C,D)
Postage Stamps
Photo Albums
Women Veterans
Feminine Toiletries
Other Popular Items
IPOD
IPOD Music Players with Speakers
ITUNES Gift Cards
Headsets with soft ear covers
Battery Operated Alarm Clocks
Travel Neck Pillows – (no bean or inflatable)
Battery Powered/Rechargeable Toothbrush
UCONN items
Red Sox, Yankees, Patriots, Giants Items
Portable DVD Players
New CD’s, DVD’s (no VHS tapes!)
AM/FM Radios/Clock Radios

Tellabration
Welcome to Tellabration! an evening of storytelling for adults and young adults.
Tellabration! is a celebration of storytelling. It was begun by J. G. Pinkerton, a Connecticut storyteller
and is now celebrated all over the world in the weeks just before Thanksgiving.
This year, the Bethel Tellabration! is being held in the Wesley Lounge of Bethel United Methodist Church
on Saturday, November 18 at 7 p.m. Admission is by donation for the church. Hosted by local
storyteller Martha Bishop, it features local storytellers, Jeanne Rogers, Ben Shaw, and Maureen
Arvidson.
UMW News
We celebrate the Service of Light beginning at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary on November 27th. This is a
service of remembrance of all the women who have paved the way and touched our lives. All are
welcome to participate. There will be a business meeting after the service.
Save the Date” Our UMW Christmas Dinner will be held on December 11th at 6:30pm

Covenant to Care
It's that wonderful time of year again when we have an opportunity to help
Bethel children in need and children identified by Wellmore social services. The
tree will go up on Sunday, Nov.26th and will be there on Sunday, Dec.3rd also.
Take a numbered TAG and sign it out on the clipboard.The purchased gifts will
be returned to BUMC by December 10th. PLEASE DO NOT WRAP THE
GIFTS just place them in a Christmas gift bag. Tissue paper can be included
also. Have fun shopping for these very special Christmas gifts and smile when
you remember these young people on Christmas morning.With many thanks, Carol
Morey damorey@comcast.net 203-744-6345
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Greetings Everybody;
The Bethel United Methodist 48th Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Friday December 1st from 6
PM to 9 PM and on Saturday December 2nd from 9 AM to 4 PM.
This is the single largest fund raiser for our church.
You can contribute to our success?
The Bazaar offers for sale hand crafted items, plants, a wide array of silent bid items, gifts from a kissing
tree, take a chance on winning a theme basket, books, lunch, homemade cookies, pickles in a barrel,
and pictures with Santa. All of these items are donated!
What can you bring? What can you donate? How about baking some cookies?
For Silent Bid we have had a time share in Orlando, Florida donated. Do you have a time share, winter
get-a-way place or a beach cottage you could donate?
For silent bid you can donate a homemade pie for three months. Offer to rake a lawn, or do minor fixups.. Can you donate doing taxes, or make a will. or dental care?. An antique? A painting? Use your
imagination what could you offer? Hire the choir to sing at your neighbor’s house?
Theme baskets are our most popular event. Could you put together a unique Theme basket? You put
together a basket with a theme maybe for a sports team, or a basket of family games. Visitors buy a
chance ticket and drop it in a basket beside each theme to see if they can win it.
Would your theme basket earn the most chances?
There will be craft making get together's on 11/4. 11/11 - why not join them to make a craft we can
offer for sale?
We need gently read books for re-sale at our book nook. Bring them in.
And, yes we need volunteers to make the Bazaar happen. Please see Peter Philip to sign up.
And invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy the festivities.
Thanks,
Peter Philip
THEME BASKETS FOR THE BAZAAR: Calling all church members and friends!
We are in need of Theme Baskets for the Bazaar and you can help. It’s fun and easy to create a basket.
Gather the kids, your friends, your spouse, come up with a theme and use your imagination. Think of
things you’d enjoy receiving and put it all together in a basket. There are some extra baskets in the
closet in Mitchell Hall if you need one. The completed basket can be dropped of in Mitchell Hall on
Friday, December 1st. If you have any questions you can call me, Nancy O’Halloran, at 203 792-7833
or email me at nancyoh@snet.net. Thanks! And let’s make this year’s Theme Basket Booth the best
ever.
50th year celebration of the Randall-Wright Hall
Come celebrate on December 10th our 50th year of the consecration of Randall-Wright Hall, our
education building.
Dateline 1966: Although agreement is not unanimous, the Bethel Methodist Church decides to build a
church school building. Prior to the courageous decision - assumption of debt far beyond what seemed
repayable - church school was held in the church hall. Rev. Randall wrote: At the Fourth Quarterly
Conference last year we appointed a Building Committee with the task of interviewing and hiring an
architect to have preliminary plans drawn for an addition to our church. They have met faithfully
throughout the year interviewed architects and hired the firm of Van Summern and Weigold Architects of
Stamford, Connecticut and New York. These men have been working on sketches and meeting with a
committee and discussing the needs of the congregation. More final preliminary plans have been made
and they are working still and exploring further all avenues of how best to meet the needs of the people
of this church. How far we go in planning and in plans for our new building depends on all the people of
this church. This is your church and how you meet the needs as forseen and forcast by the Committee
and those concerned depends on each individual member. As your Pastor and friend I see the need for
we are losing people and children from the church because of our inadequate facilities. My plea and
prayer for you to all is that we move ahead with faith as God has given us the ability to see it and erect a
structure dedicated to God and the religious education of our children and children of the future.
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ASP JUG
“Brother can you spare a dime?”
Our ASP spare change jug is being placed in Mitchell Hall
on Sunday mornings. Please stop by and drop in your loose
change. Every little bit helps our teams get to Appalachia…
Thank You!!!

Buy a Brick and Give the Gift that Lasts a Lifetime!
Bethel United Methodist Church is selling engraved commemorative bricks that will line the walk way to
our front door. The bricks may be personalized with names, dates, and special messages, and can
include one of five artwork designs if you choose. Bricks will be 4” x 8”, red, and are offered at $50 per
brick (same price if artwork is used or not). Includes up to three lines of print, and 15 characters with an
image, or 20 characters without an image, per line.
Your brick will remain visible for generations to come! All proceeds raised from the bricks will go to fund
our landscaping design project. A sample of the brick is available for viewing in the downstairs area
outside the kitchen (Brick will not include the company's name).
We also offer a 4” x 4” replica brick of your order, suitable for indoor display, or use as a coaster! These
replicas are offered at $20 each in addition to your brick order.
Orders can be placed either by a paper order form found in our communications center , or via online
at www.polarengraving.com/BethelUnitedMethodist. At the site you can see a sample of your brick with
your image and engraving. Orders placed online still need to have a check mailed in - there is no online
payment accepted.
Please contact Lori Mott at 203-300-8516 or zoogirl527@gmail.com with questions. Thanks!
Holy Land Trip Opportunity
Have you ever wanted to see the Holy Land? To walk where Jesus walked? Feel the waves of the Sea of
Galilee and the Dead Sea? Pray in the Garden of Gethsemane or stand on the Mount of Olives?
If so, consider joining Pastor John and Maria Parille on a trip of a lifetime to Israel next February 20 to
March 1, 2018. An incredible 10 day tour of the Holy Land awaits you starting at only $2,998 including air
fare and first class hotels. for more information, contact Pastor John at the church office or by email
at pastorjohnparille@gmail.com.
Prayer Shawl
The Prayer Shawl group meets at 7 pm on the 4th Wednesday of the month in the Johnson Building
Alcove. All who like or want to learn crochet or knitting are welcome. See Linda Bruce for information.
Support Meetings / Groups Held at BUMC
AA Meetings are held Sunday @ 7:30pm, Monday @ 6:00pm, Thursday @ 7:30 pm, Friday @ 7:30 pm
and Saturday @ 8:00 pm. Additional Support Group: “Over-eaters Anonymous" contact Chris at 203942-3986 for more information. Support Group for Family & Friends who have a loved one suffering from
the disease of addiction and/or alcoholism contact Joe Benner 203-313-3681.
Need activity space?
Mitchell Hall: $180 for 4 hrs including set up time, (Pledging Members: $51.00 – tax deductible donation).
$51.00 for partial Kitchen use (refrigeration and warming of meals), There is also a $75 refundable
deposit in case of damage to the room or in case professional cleaners have to be called in. Rm. 201:
$15.50 hr , non-pledging members $25.00 per hour
Red Bird Mission
The UMW collects Campbell’s labels and Boxtops for Education for the Red Bird. Please cut the bar
code labels as we only need the bar codes. There is a small basket on the counter in Mitchell Hall for the
labels.
Food Pantry
Please remember the basket (located in our Information Center) for food donations for the Bethel
Community Food Pantry located right here @ our church. The Bethel Food Pantry is open every other
Tuesday from 3:00pm to 5:30pm. Their phone number is 203-947-1754
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Library
Our lending library is currently looking for new or gently used infant to teenage books. The books should
be appropriate for our church library. There will be a box in Mitchell Hall to drop these books off. You can
also make a monetary donation so our Library Coordinator can purchase a book or two. Any questions
please leave a note in the box or contact Uta Robertson.
Sponsorship
We have set a goal this year to have a sponsor for each of the pasta dinners. We currently need sponsor
to offset the cost. When you contribute towards a sponsorship, you are at least doubling your donation
towards the church. The pasta dinner committee works so hard for the church and having a sponsor
makes it all worthwhile. A full sponsorship is $300. If that doesn't work for you, you might be able to
donate half or a quarter of that amount. Caraluzzi's gift cards can always be used too. Please consider
being a sponsor to make this year's pasta dinners a big success. To donate please contact Jen Garrity
at 203-300-1982 or Dave Morey at 203-744-6345.
CBS
Community Bible Study is beginning again! We have a challenging year ahead as we consider the book
of the prophet Isaiah. While Isaiah contains some sobering judgments against the nations of the world, it
also holds glorious promises and comfort for God’s people! Though written centuries ago, much of what
was happening in Isaiah’s time might be surprisingly applicable to the situations of today. Human nature
with its needs, desires, attitudes, and weaknesses remains the same, but we have a God who is in
control. Isaiah highlights God’s power, sovereignty, holiness, trustworthiness, and salvation.
Classes are held Mondays from 7:30-9:00 p.m. Our local CBS meets at the Ridgefield Baptist Church
located at 325 Danbury Road in Ridgefield, CT. Feel free to invite a friend or two to come along!
For more information, feel free to call Peter Eckert ((203)-733-8917). To register, please contact our
class coordinator, Linda Tilton at 203-431-9491 orLTilton@prodigy.net.
May this study of Isaiah awaken us to hear God’s voice.
“They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
I am looking forward to studying God’s Word together!
A note from the Red Cross
Your Recent Blood Drive Results:
Your blood drive registered 31 donors and collected 28 pints of blood. You and your team also registered
3 first time donors. The goal was 25 pints so you surpassed the goal. Thank you for your gifts of time and
support. We truly appreciate your generosity. The patients who have benefited from the blood collected
at your blood drive are beyond grateful.
A note from Alice:
I am sorry for any people who had time issues @ the blood drive. I have registered a complaint.
Hopefully it won’t happen again.

