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Our Mission is all about Knowing Jesus & Making Jesus Known in the Heart of Bethel 

Hello Saints,        November 2018 
 

Two very important holidays for Christians are quickly approaching: Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. These  holidays have their beginnings and very deep roots in Christian celebra-
tions. The word “holiday” actually  means “holy day”, which means we should remember 
and celebrate these events in a holy manner. I  think you would agree we have strayed from 
that purpose over the years.  We have embraced many  unholy practices and worldly cus-

toms and added them to our “holy days.”   
 

 Thanksgiving now seems to be more about Black Friday shopping deals than giving thanks to God for all  that we have. 
Have we lost the emphasis on thanksgiving and prayer, and shifted it to an overeating  feast of food, drink and football games 
like the rest of the world have done? Don’t get me wrong, God  wants us to enjoy family, friends and feasting, but leaving God 
out of the day, I believe, breaks His heart.    
 

 Have you noticed that more and more the media is referring to this holiday as “turkey day” instead of  Thanksgiving 
Day? They also eliminate the object of who we are to offer our thanks.  Even our schools  teach that we are just to be 
“thankful” with no mention of the creator who supplies all of our needs.    
 
 

  The first American Thanksgiving was celebrated less than a year after the Christian Plymouth colonists  had settled in 
the new land of America. The first Thanksgiving Day, set aside for the special purpose of  prayer as well as celebration, was 
decreed by Governor William Bradford on July 30th, 1623. On  November 26th, 1789, President George Washington issued a 
general proclamation for a day of thanks.  Our national day of thanksgiving was proclaimed by President Lincoln in 1863 with 
these words: “a day  of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father.”   
 

 Maybe this year we can do more than just offer up a quick and simple prayer of thanks before we start    
asking to pass the gravy and stuffing! Let us ask God to forgive us, and truly celebrate this day in real  thanksgiving and prayer.  
I encourage you to begin thanking God every day for all the things we typically  take for granted like our loved ones, health, 
jobs and yes, our great church here in the heart of Bethel.    

 

 May you have a peaceful and thankful Thanksgiving holiday! See you in church!  -Pastor John Parille   
 

 

Church Events 
     November Services 

         South Campus Bethel 
             8:30am  & 10:00am Worship 
             Sunday School during 10:00am 
             5:00pm Wednesday Nigh Recharge       
        North Campus Gaylordsville 
             10:00am Worship   

 

°     November 4th—UMW Soup Sale 
      November 4th—All Saint’s Day  

• November 10th —Pasta Dinner 

• November 13th—UMW Service of Light 

• November 11th—ASP Bake Sale 

• November 18th—Family Sunday 

• November 19th—Charge Conference 

• Mondays—Brotherhood of Christ 

• Mondays —Sisterhood of Christ 
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November 04
th

    
Readers & Communion Stewards 8:30am: Paul 
Young & Marty Bishop

 

Readers & Communion Stewards: Tracy Brown & 
Chris Barnabo 
Counters: Tracy Brown & Krista Mayer 
Greeters 8:30am: Maureen Raftery 
Greeters 10:00am: Deb and Dave Albin 
Ushers: Team C: Debbie Albin, Krista Mayer, Frank 
Tomaino, Andrew Serifillippi 
Coffee Hosts: Dale Negri 
 

November 11
th

   
Readers & Communion Stewards 8:30am: Peter 
Eckert

 

Readers & Communion Stewards: Julien Schaad & 
James Wolff 
Counters: Janette Blackstock & Dave Albin 
Greeters 8:30am: Peter Eckert 
Greeters 10:00am: Alan & Debbie Brown 
Ushers: Team D: Tracy Brown, Fran Bartholomew, 
Jim & Laurie Fernandez 
Coffee Hosts: Jim & Laurie Fernandez 

 

November 18
th

  
Readers & Communion Stewards 8:30am: David 
McClain

 

Readers & Communion Stewards: Family Worship 
Counters: Linda Bruce & Betty Lepus 
Greeters 8:30am: Marty Bishop 
Greeters 10:00am: Family Worship 
Ushers:  Team F: Alan Brown & Family Worship 
Coffee Hosts:  
 

November 25
th 

  
Readers & Communion Stewards 8:30am:  Paul 
Young & Marty Bishop

 

Readers & Communion Stewards: Diane Meldon & 
Tom Wolff 
Counters: Bill Struth & Tom Wolff 
Ushers: Team B: Alan Brown, Art Langer, Don Ol-
son 
Greeters 8:30am: Maureen Raftery 
Greeters 10:00am: Alan & Debbie Brown 
Coffee Hosts:  

 

 

YOU can serve YOUR church and serve 

GOD! 

Greeters: Serve once per month or be a backup. 
Arrive 15 minutes before start of service. Greet 
guests and congregation members as they arrive 
for worship. Provide bulletins. Leader: Alan Brown 
 

Communion Stewards: Serve once per month or 
be a backup. Arrive 15 minutes before start of ser-
vice. Help serve communion and then clean up af-
ter service. Leader: Pastor John 
 

Readers: Serve once per month or be a backup. 
Arrive 15 minutes before start of service. Read Call 
to Worship or Scripture for message. Can also 
serve communion if desired. Leader: Pastor John 
 

Trustees: Meetings are once per month on a Tues-
day night. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. Trus-
tees major charge is to make decisions that impact 
the use and upkeep of our church buildings. Lead-
er: Bob O’Neil 
 

Finance: Meetings are once per month on a Tues-
day night. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. Fi-
nance major charge is to make decisions that im-
pact the funds that are donated and generated from 
rental incomes and fundraisers. Finance also han-
dles our annual stewardship campaign. Leader: 
Dave Morey 
 

SPRC: Staff Perish Relations Committee meets 
quarterly. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. SPRC 
major charge is to be the Human Resources depart-
ment of the church providing support to the pastor 
and other staff members. SPRC also handles con-
cerns that congregation members could have with 
staff. Leader: Rick Kelly 
 

Nurture: Meetings are once per month after fellow-
ship on a Sunday. Meetings are typically less than 
30 minutes. Nurture major charge is to oversee 
weekly fellowship and special events such as Wor-
ship in the Park. Leader: Jackie Penyak 
 

Outreach: Meetings are typically every other 
month. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. Outreach 
major charge is to create, plan and execute any 
Outreach activities we have in our community. 
These include backpacks for children and gifts for 
families during the holidays. Outreach job is to help 
spread the gospel of Christ outside of the church. 
Leader: Carol Morey 
 

Music Ministry: This includes, Choir, Bell Choir 
and Praise Team. The Music Ministry provides mu-
sic for our worship services and other events as 
needed. Time requirements vary upon position. 
Leader: Jessica Bardelli 
 

Education: Meetings are quarterly and when need-
ed.  Meetings are typically 60 minutes. This in-
cludes oversight of Sunday School, Youth Program-
ming and Adult Education. A Youth Coordinator and 
Adult Coordinator are needed, as well as others to 
make decisions concerning Christian Education. 
Leader Ann McLellan 

YOU can serve YOUR church and serve 

GOD! 

Fall is here and this is when our church leadership 
looks for folks to come on board and serve. Here 
are places that YOU can serve YOUR church and 
serve GOD! See leader for more information.  
 
Ushers: Serve once per month or be a backup. Ar-
rive 15 minutes before start of service. Assist folks in 
finding seats, restrooms, classrooms, etc. Collect 
offering. Clean up sanctuary after service. Leader: 
Alan Brown 
 



Please remember the 
basket for food donations 
for the Bethel Community 
Food Pantry located right 
here @ our church. The 
basket has been relocat-
ed to our Communications 
area downstairs outside 
the kitchen. Most needed 
items: 
Paper products, feminine products, condiments, 
crackers, baking items, juice & cereal. The food pan-
try is located right here at BUMC. It serves Bethel 
families on the 1

st
 & 3rd Tuesdays of the month. 

The Pantry is open the first & third Tuesdays of 

the month. Their phone number is 203-947-

1754 

Off the Streets is all all-volunteer 
run organization which works to get 
homeless people into housing.   If a 
homeless person has a source of 
income, Off the Streets will provide 
a security deposit and basic furni-
ture and household goods. Off the 
Streets collects furniture and 

household goods from 10am to 12noon on the 
first Saturday of each month behind the Bethel 
United Methodist Church.   Items most in de-
mand are dressers, small kitchen tables with 
chairs, end tables, nightstands and lamps. The  
next drop off is  November 3rd   . For more infor-
mation, go to www.offthestreetsnow.com or call 
203-733-5880. 
 

Please consider saving your nickel deposit bot-
tles and cans for our bottle/can drive the 2nd 
Saturday of every month. Our next collection 
date  is November 10th  You can bring them 
to the parking lot between the hours of 
11:00am – 1:00pm. This year the benefits go to 
Julien Schaad’s ASP tuition. 

Support Meetings / Groups Held at BUMC 
AA Meetings are held 
Sunday @ 7:30pm, 
Monday @ 6:00pm, 
Thursday @ 7:30 pm, 
Friday @ 7:30 pm 
and Saturday @ 8:00 
pm. Additional Sup-
port Group: “Over-
eaters Anonymous" 
contact Chris at 203-
942-3986 for more 

information.   Support Group for Family & 
Friends who have a loved one suffering from 
the disease of addiction and/or alcoholism con-
tact Joe Benner 203-313-3681. 

Brotherhood  & Sisterhood of Christ meet 
Mondays at 7:00 pm.  

This is not a Bible study but more of a time to 
discuss matters that effect our lives today. We 
start with a core piece of scripture, some de-
votional time that speaks to our topic and then 
look at some pointed questions that will help 
us go deeper in our faith and get to know one 
another a bit better at each meeting. You can 
talk or you can just listen. You can come eve-
ry week or once in a while! We start on time 
and end by 8:15pm. 

Questions? Men, see Pastor Esposito 
or Pastor John. Ladies see Maria 
Parille or Pastor John. 

 

Save the Date! 

Church Council 

Meeting with our 

DS, Monday No-

vember 19th @ 

7:00pm at New 

Life Church in 

New Fairfield.  We will be having a joint Charge 

Conference with 5 other churches this year. 

More info to follow. Please save the date! 

http://www.offthestreetsnow.com/


 

For anyone interested in sewing for Days for 
Girls, 4 workshops are scheduled at the Simsbury 
United Methodist Church, 799 Hopmeadow 
Street, Simsbury.  They are Saturdays NOVEM-
BER 17, DECEMBER 1 and JANUARY 19TH. 
October’s workshop will be October 27, 9 am till 
3 pm.  Please bring 
your sewing ma-
chine/ serger if you 
can. Lunch will be 
provided and mone-
tary donations wel-
comed for lunch and our ongoing DFG 
work.  Park by the playground and enter 
there.  Simsbury United methodist Church 799 
Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury.  
JOBS NEEDED:  SEWERS, SERGERS, RIPPERS, LAY-
ERERS, SNAPPER, CUTTERS, AND PACKERS!   

If you are on Facebook and have not liked our 

page, please do so. Here you will find links to 

our sermons and get a sneak preview of the 

upcoming sermon. If you are a 

member of our Facebook page 

we would ask that you “share” 

links with your community of 

friends 

All Saints’ Day to be Observed 

We will be observing All Saints’ 
Sunday on November 4

th.
   On 

that day we will be calling the roll 
of our saints who have passed 
away in the past year.  Please give Cheryl the 
names of any of your loved ones who have gone 
on to glory in the past year if you would like them 
to be remembered at that service.  Contact her at 
203-743-6835 or bmethodistchurch@snet.net . 
There will also be a notebook in the back of the 
sanctuary.  

From the Red Cross -  
Bloodmobile report: 
You collected 22 productive  
pints of blood.  30 people regis-
tered,  
7 were deferred for various  rea-
sons  and 1 was a quantity not sufficient. 
So, 66 patients lives were helped and that’s wonderful. 
Thank you for your support.  

THANK YOU! 
 
God is so good! We have reached our goal amount 
and have ordered our choir robes! We're very grate-
ful for your support of us and our music program. 
Please join us at the 9:00pm service on Christmas Eve 
to see us debut the new robes! 
 
With grateful thanks, 
The BUMC Chancel Choir 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

There will be NO Wednesday Night Recharge on 

November 21st (the day before Thanksgiving) 

Save a Suit 

Are you passionate about  

giving back to the community 

and veterans? We are currently  

looking for volunteers! Come 

help a great cause! We are 

looking for volunteers to help 

out in our office, administra-

tion, marketing, distribution, help us with veterans and 

much more! 

For more in formation call us at 860-817-6453 and leave 

a message.  
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

 

49th ANNUAL COUNTRY BAZAAR 
 

Friday, November 16th, 2018, 5-8pm 

Saturday, November 17th , 2018, 9am-4pm 

 
The Bazaar’s success depends on your continued 

support!  

10 Ways That You Can Help! 

1.     Donate a new/unused item or service for the   
        Silent Auction (do you own a time share or  prop 
        erty you could contribute? Do you have a      
        skill, talent/hobby you could share?) 
2.    Donate handmade/new crafts (pillows, blankets, 
   wood crafts, card making, doll making, knitting, 
   crocheting, and felting) for Calico Corners 

3.     Donate Christmas crafts, ornaments, wreaths, or 
   candles for Holly Hearth 

4.     Donate small, new/unused prizes for the Kiss 
   Tree (hit the Christmas Tree Shop and visit 
    those clearance bins when you are out shop
  ping). We need prizes for adults and children. 

5.  Donate plants and pots (or other containers), 
  jewelry or small antiques for the Plants etc Booth 

6.    Bake (cookies, loaves, breads, pies…) or prepare 
  jam, fudge or candy for the Country Store 

7.   Donate a basket for the Theme Baskets Table (
  (cooking, baking, coffee/tea lovers, pet, fishing,   
   games, teddy bears, candles, movie night,  
  sports….) 

8.    Donate your time to help at the Bazaar (setup 
   he day of the 15th (Thursday)  run a booth, help         
   n the kitchen or serve breakfast/lunch in the 
  BUMC Café) 

9. Donate used books, puzzles and games for the 

  Book Sale     

10. Donate specific grocery items, cash or gift cards 
to Caraluzzi’s or Costco. For the lunchroom  
Please see the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall to 
donate groceries.  If you would like to donate 
cash or a gift card please contact Judy Serfilippi  
@ jserfilippi@synapsemail.com. 

 
Please contribute in whatever way you can!  
Contact us with any questions, suggestions, 
offers of donation etc. 

 

Thank you for your support!  Ann McLellan—chair  

 
 

49th ANNUAL  

COUNTRY  

BAZAAR 
Leaders for 2018 BUMC Country Bazaar  

Kitchen Team: Don Olson, Bob Greene 

Greg & Dawn Johnston, Judy Serfilippi 

Holly Hearth: Jackie Penyak, Tamara 

Wachnuik, 

Book Nook: Cheryl DePoi, Caren Rab-

john– co-chair 

Theme Baskets: Nancy O’Halloran, Alan 

Brown 

Silent Bid: Mary Jane Strasser, Ann 

McLellan     

Calico Crafts: Alice Mayer 

Plants/Jewelry: Dawn Tomaino, Angela 

Bassett 

Country Store: Sandy & Ken Bardelli, 

Debbie Parks 

Santa: Jim & Tabby Burghoff, Patty De-

uschle 

Kiss Tree: Sandra Bonagura, Caidyn 

Wachnuik 

Kid’s Craft Room: Audrey Stejskal 

Finance: Dave Morey 

Advertising: Maureen & Bob Raftery 

More are welcome! 

Want a place on  our leadership team? 

Speak right up—There is room! 

 

 



 

Please join us for our 
Monthly 

Pasta Dinner 
November 10th  

ANNUAL VETERAN STUFF A BUS 
(see their FB Page Bethel Women's Club GFWC) 

Or lists in our information center 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

Serving 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

                                     Adults $10       

        Seniors & Students with College ID $8       

                    Kids $5 (under 5 eat free) 

Family max price $25 (parents & kids) 

Dinner includes: 
Salad with homemade dressings 

    Pasta with marinara or meat sauce 
   Homemade meatballs .50 ea 
   Gluten free option available 

Desserts 

Dinners also available to go!  Call BUMC 
203.743.6835 the day of dinner to place your order 

Desserts needed for 

our November 10th 

Pasta Dinner. Home 

made or store 

bought. All donations 

appreciated. Email 

Ann if  you can help 

out or have any questions at 

ann_mc_lellan@sbcglobal.net                                               

The Prayer Shawl group 
meets at 7 pm on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month.  All 
who like or want to learn cro-
chet or knitting are wel-
come.  We meet in the John-
son Alcove.  See Linda Bruce 
for information. 

UMW News 

The UMW assists the Simsbury UMC group  

in compiling Days for Girls kits.  The following  

update came “September we saw 59 kits go 

 to Ghana and 150 kits to Uganda.  SO,  

GOOD WORK!  Congratulations, as you all  

helped to make this happen.  Working together with Rocky Hill DFG 

which gave us their supply of kits already packed and ready to go, and 

with Bethel UMC (Ornah and Maureen) who sent us what we needed 

to get the kits to Ghana!!   

Now we want to pack up many of the parts you have sewn and put 

them into kits and have them ready for the next request.  We will aim 

to pack up 200 kits from components you have already sewn as well 

as continue to make more. In September we heard about a group 

going to Haiti, and we are looking to get as many kits into the hands 

of the girls as we can.” 

 

Next soup sale: December 2nd  

Next Meeting: 

Service of Light— Our annual Service of Light will be on November 

13th at 7:00pm in our Sanctuary. Join us as we remember past UMW 

women who have impacted our lives. A short regular meeting will 

follow.  

*UMW sent $250 to UMCOR undesignated fund for disaster relief. 
* For those of you interested in knowing about the mission and pur-
pose of UMW, there is a District event at Golden Hill UMC in Bridge-
port on November 11, 2018.  Want to know more?  Call the church 
office at 203-743-6835. 
 

Red Bird Mission 
The UMW collects  
Campbell’s labels  
and Boxtops for  
Education for 
the Red  
Bird.  Please cut the  
bar code labels as  
we only need the bar  
codes. There is a green basket on the 
counter in the Information Center.  

mailto:ann_mc_lellan@sbcglobal.net


TO: All Clergy, Lay Leaders, & Administrative 
Council Leaders 
FROM: Thomas J. Bickerton, Resident Bishop 
RE: Hurricane Disaster Response 
Dear Friends, 
On Friday, October 12, I was involved in a meeting 
of the UMCOR Board of Directors in Atlanta, 
GA.  During that meeting, an UMCOR Unit Director 
began speaking about the urgent needs that have 
emerged around the recent round of hurricanes 
and typhoons that have taken place across the 
world.  In her report, she used the phrase, the “new 
normal.” 
The “new normal” simply means that the cycle of 
major disasters that have once again ravaged cer-
tain parts of the world are something that we must 
prepare for and respond to on an annual basis.  A 
recent typhoon in the Philippines, as well as the 
devastating effects of hurricanes Florence and Mi-
chael, have left thousands without homes, power, 
healthcare, and resources.   
Our UMCOR disaster coordinators are working rap-
idly to assess the damage and set in motion the 
level of response that people have come to expect 
and depend upon from our United Methodist con-
nection.  This response is being done simultane-
ously with ongoing efforts to re-build places like 
Puerto Rico as well as the US and British Virgin 
Islands. 
Once again, I am reaching out to you in an appeal 
to provide financial support for our relief efforts.  I 
am asking each of our congregations to receive a 
special offering for UMCOR on Sunday, November 
4th.  The proceeds of these offerings should be 
sent to our Conference Treasurer’s Office at NYAC, 
Attention Accounts Receivable, 20 Soundview Ave-
nue, White Plains, NY 10606 so that they can be 
sent as a whole to UMCOR. 
It has become very evident that disasters and dis-
aster response will always be with us.  Today we sit 
in places of comfort that are not directly affected by 
the recent disasters.  It is out of that comfort that 
we find ourselves in a place where we can re-
spond.  Our offerings and support can be the inter-
cession that our sisters and brothers need as they 
attempt to re-build their lives.   
Thank you for considering this request.  I look for-
ward to a tremendous response from our United 
Methodist connection here in New York.   
The Journey Continues, . . . 
                                                          
     Grace & Peace, 
                                                       

    
    Thomas J. Bickerton 
    Resident Bishop 

 

Update from the Pastor:  

You may have noticed that we are framing out a 

new glass wall with doors up in the loft of the bal-

cony. We are moving my office up to the balcony 

to provide a new space for our bell choir to prac-

tice and to provide a "crying" room for families 

during services. This allows parents to bring their 

children to a safe place if they are crying or need 

attention. We will have the entire service piped in 

for them so that they can hear the message and 

music.  

 

Our bell choir has had to endure harsh cold con-

ditions during the winter months and extremely 

hot conditions during summer months when they 

practice. This new space is climate controlled and 

will give them a wonderful new space to practice. 

We have also built new tables for the bell choir so 

that they will now be performing in front of the 

altar instead of tucked away up in the balcony.  

 

This new space will also provide me with a much 

more private setting for all of the counseling that 

I conduct weekly. A new HVAC unit has been in-

stalled as well in this new space. The entire parti-

tion will be made of glass so that no natural light 

is blocked from the sanctuary.  

Trustees and I wanted you to be aware of what is 

happening and why we are making these new 

changes. If you have any questions, see one of 

our trustees or myself.  

Perennial Plant/ Flower Sale 

Thanks to all who purchased  

plants / flowers this year. We  

made $873.00 and the money will   

be used for various  Outreach projects  

When funds are needed.—Alice 


