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Hello Saints,        March  2019 
 

Lent is here! This is one of my favorite seasons in our church calendar. Many folks have 

been asking me; “How do I prepare for Lent?” This is a great question.  Many times, I will 

answer the question with a question or two. “How have you prepared in the past? What are 

your ideas about what should happen during Lent?” 

We have the traditional Methodist practices of praying, fasting, and maybe trying to be in church more. So, we maybe pray 

more than usual, or we pray with different emphases. We might try eating smaller or fewer meals or give up a favorite food. 

Prayer, fasting, and connecting more to the church can be some good practices during Lent or at any time. 

However, you might think, how do I prepare myself for this special season? There are plenty of ideas for actions and practices 

during Lent. I find for most, coming up with ideas is usually is not the problem. But we don’t want to do anything simply to be 

doing it, even if it’s a good thing. We also don’t want to make a list of things in Lent so that we can place a checkmark beside 

each one as we accomplish it. 

It’s good to have a plan for doing. It’s also good to have a plan for being.  

Maybe a good question for us is; “How do I want to be during Lent this year?” More quiet and thoughtful? More open to God’s 

desire for our lives? More attentive to biblical readings, whether sitting in church or at home? Do I need to become more cou-

rageous about sharing the Good News of Jesus with others?” 

In the days prior to Lent, maybe try one or more of these suggestions.  Ask God, every day, “What does my soul need Lord?” 

Just ask, and then take a few moments to wait quietly.  Ask God, every day, “What about my life makes you happy Lord?” Yes, 

God finds joy in our action and thoughts when we are focusing on things that are Christ centered.   

Maybe try telling God and yourself, every day, “I want to be open to the sacred moments of grace this Lenten season.” Maybe 

you’re not open right now, or you’re not as open and willing as you’d like to be or think you should be. This season can make 

changes in your faith that can last a lifetime.  

Lent is a time of transformation. I encourage you to make the extra effort over these coming weeks to be in church as often as 

possible, prayer a bit more, open your Bible, and see where God will take you on this journey called Lent. It is more than just 

giving up something, it is also about trying something new.  

See you in church,   Rev. John Parille 
                                    Senior Pastor 
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March 3
rd

  

Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Peter Eckert

 

10:00am:  Stacie McLaughlin & Steve Temple 
Counters: Krista Mayer & Betty Lepus 
Greeters 8:30am: Marty Bishop

 

Greeters 10:00am: Deb & Dave Albin 
Ushers:  Team C: Debbie Albin, Krista Mayer, Frank 
Tomaino, Andrew Serfilippi 

 Coffee Hosts: Marty Bishop 
 
March 10

th
 
 

Readers & Communion Stewards  

8:30am: Peter Eckert &Marty Bishop 
10:00am:  Tracy Brown & Chris Barnabo 
Counters: Linda Bruce & Betty Lepus 
Greeters 10:00am: Maureen Raftery 
Greeters 10:00am: Marty Bishop 
Ushers: Team D: Tracy Brown, Fran Bartholomew, 
Jim & Laurie Fernandez 
Coffee Hosts: Betty & Don Campbell 
 

March 17
th

  
Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Peter Eckert

 

10:00am:   Family Worship 
Counters: Bill Struth & Tom Wolff 
Greeters 8:30am Peter Eckert 
Greeters 10:00am: Family Worship 
Ushers: Team F: Alan Brown & Family Worship 
Coffee Hosts: Don Olson 

 

Parish News 

Reverend Johnson has moved to Middlewoods of Farmington. His address is 509 Middle Rd, Farmington CT 06032 

 

March 24
th

   
Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Maureen Raftery

 

10:00am:  Julien Schaad & James Wolff 
Counters: Tracy Brown & Krista Mayer 
Greeters 8:30am:  Marty Bishop 
Greeters 10:00am: Alan & Debbie Brown 
Ushers:  Team B: Alan Brown, Art Langer,  
Don Olson 
Coffee Hosts: Don & Betty Campbell 
 
March 31

st
    

Readers & Communion Stewards  

8:30am: Peter Eckert & Marty Bishop 
10:00am:  Diane Meldon & Tom Wolff 
Counters: Janette Blackstock & Dave Albin 
Greeters 8:30am:  Maureen Raftery 
Greeters 10:00am: Debbie Parks & Dawn To-
maino 
Ushers: Team C: Debbie Albin, Krista Mayer,  
Frank Tomaino, Andrew Serfilippi 
Coffee Hosts: Jim & Laurie Fernandez 

Church Events 
     March Services 

         South Campus Bethel 
             8:30am  & 10:00am Worship 
             Sunday School during 10:00am 
             7:00pm Wednesday Night Recharge       
        North Campus Gaylordsville 
             10:00am Worship   

 

°      March 3rd—UMW Soup Sale 
°      March 6th—12:00-1:00pm Ashes in Sanctuary 
*      March 6th—7:30pm Ash Wednesday Service 

•  March 9th —  Pasta Dinner 

•  March 10th—St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast 

•  March 17th —Family Worship 

•  March 27th —Prayer Shawl  

• March 30th—UMW luncheon 

•  Mondays—Brotherhood of Christ 

•  Mondays —Sisterhood of Christ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

When: Sunday March 10TH 

At: After Church (11:00) 

Where: 141 Greenwood Ave. Bethel CT 06801 

Price: DONATIONS 

Please help support to support our ASP teams who strive to make homes Warmer, Safer, Drier. 

 From the Red Cross: 

Thank you for your commit-
ment to our lifesaving mis-
sion. Your blood drives ena-
ble us to respond to the 
daily disasters that occur – the automobile acci-
dents, liver transplants, cancer treatments and 
other procedures necessary for critical patient 
care – as well as the mass events that strike. Our 
goal was 29 pints and we collected 34 with 3 first 
time donors. 
 Our next blood drive will be in Sept.  

A Note from the Pastor: 

 Just wanted to keep everyone up to date on various projects within the church. The new security/fob system is all installed. 

We are just uploading all of the needed information into the software and will begin to assign key fobs as needed. We are 

also still programing the doors to open and close at specific times.  

The Narthex, stairwells and new church office are all painted. We will be renovating the old church office to be the new  

family room and bell choir practice room. A new carpet will be installed as well in this office.  

We will also be installing a new sound system in the sanctuary. Proposals are under review and then a decision will be 

made. This will upgrade the quality of speakers, as well as remove the large black speakers currently in place on the  

altar area.     -In Christ, Rev. John Parille  

 

 

Ash Wednesday is March 6th. Pastor 

John will be distributing ashes in the 

sanctuary  from 12pm to 1:00pm. There 

will also be a traditional  

service at 7:30pm that night. 



YOU can serve YOUR church and serve GOD! 
Here are places that YOU can serve YOUR church and serve GOD! See the leader for more in-
formation.  
 
Ushers: Serve once per month or be a backup. Arrive 15 minutes before start of service. Assist 
folks in finding seats, restrooms, classrooms, etc. Collect offering. Clean up sanctuary after ser-
vice. Leader: Alan Brown 
 

Greeters: Serve once per month or be a backup. Arrive 15 minutes before start of service. 
Greet guests and congregation members as they arrive for worship. Provide bulletins.  
Leader: Alan Brown 
 

Safety Committee: This committee is a sub-committee of the Trustee board. This committee 
works with the Trustee board to evaluate, create and help implement plans to make our sanc-
tuary as safe as possible. This includes plan of response to emergencies, evacuations and safe-
ty protocols. Leader: Victor Holomakoff 
 

Communion Stewards: Serve once per month or be a backup. Arrive 15 minutes before start 
of service. Help serve communion and then clean up after service. Leader: Pastor John 
 

Readers: Serve once per month or be a backup. Arrive 15 minutes before start of service. Read 
Call to Worship or Scripture for message. Can also serve communion if desired.  
Leader: Pastor John 
 

Trustees: Meetings are once per month on a Tuesday night. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. 
Trustees major charge is to make decisions that impact the use and upkeep of our church 
buildings. Leader: Deb Albin 
 

Recycling Committee: This committee is a sub-committee of the Trustee board. Meetings are 
held after church on Sundays as needed. This committee works with the Trustee board to offer 
suggestions on how we can make our church more environmentally friendly.  
Leader: Alan Durnin 
 

Finance: Meetings are once per month on a Tuesday night. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. 
Finance major charge is to make decisions that impact the funds that are donated and gener-
ated from rental incomes and fundraisers. Finance also handles our annual stewardship cam-
paign. Leader: Dave Morey 
 

Outreach: Meetings are typically every other month. Meetings are typically 90 minutes. Out-
reach major charge is to create, plan and execute any Outreach activities we have in our com-
munity. These include backpacks for children and gifts for families during the holidays. Out-
reach job is to help spread the gospel of Christ outside of the church. Leader: Carol Morey 

 

Music Ministry: This includes, Choir, Bell Choir and Praise Team. The Music Ministry provides 
music for our worship services and other events as needed. Time requirements vary upon posi-
tion. Leader: Jessica Bardelli 
 

Education: Meetings are quarterly and when needed.  Meetings are typically 60 minutes. This 

includes oversight of Sunday School, Youth Programming and Adult Education. A Youth Coor-

dinator and Adult Coordinator are needed, as well as others to make decisions concerning 

Christian Education. Leader: Ann McLellan 

Helping Hands: A ministry of men and women who help the elderly and veterans with small 
home repairs. Leader: Ken Parks 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Village Pre-School and Day Care is now accepting registrations for the 2019-20 preschool program.  Enrollment is currently 
open only to BUMC Church members and current/former students of VPS.  For more information about the school program 
or to schedule a tour, please call (203) 743-9497 or email us at villagepre@sbcglobal.net. At this time, there are some 
spots available in the daycare.  We have one opening in the Baby Room and one in the Tot room.  Please contact 
the office for more information. 
 

March finds the preschool children well into their school year and a discovery of winter themes.  This is always a 
fun time of year, especially when we can explore snow and ice! Our Scholastic Book Fair will take place on March 
12-15, 2019.  The book fair is open to all, so please feel free to come and browse a great selection of children's 
titles.  The fair will be open most days at arrival (9:00am) and dismissal (11:30am and 1pm).  We will be holding an 
evening event on Thursday, March 14, 2019 from 6-7:30pm with some of our favorite stories being read in the 
school.  We may even have a special guest come to visit!  All are welcome! 

Worship During Lent - Something's Missing! 

 Notes from the BUMC Music Ministry  
 
Have you ever noticed that our doxology changes for a few weeks every year? The hymns change too - you 
won't hear Christ the Lord is Risen Today or Come, Christians, Join To Sing during the whole month of March, 
and most of April. That's not because your music director gets bored of singing the same old doxology or some 
of the congregation's favorite tunes. It's because of a centuries old tradition of "burying the Alleluias" during 
Lent.  
Alleluia is loosely translated from Hebrew to mean "Praise Yahweh" and is an expression of the greatest joy: a 
reminder of the Kingdom of Heaven established on earth. During Lent, however, our worship is focused on the 
Kingdom COMING - like Advent, Lent is a period of waiting and hoping. Our hearts are focused on Christ's suf-
fering, and our eyes are looking to His sacrifice on the cross. The omission of the Alleluia is a symbolic way to 
enter into the spirit of the season of Lent.  
The term "burying the Alleluias" comes from an ancient Catholic tradition - parishes would remove their banners, 
signs, and paraments proclaiming "Alleluia" and literally bury them in a box in the ground. They would remain 
buried for the whole of Lent, and be dug up during the Easter Vigil - the Saturday night service before Easter 
Sunday.  
We've chosen to continue the tradition of withholding Alleluias, not just to remind ourselves of the solemnity of 
Lent, but to refresh the word for our worship the rest of the year. We use Alleluia so frequently, that we tend to 
take its true meaning - PRAISE GOD! - for granted. Waiting patiently to sing our joyful Alleluias on Easter Sun-
day brings them new life - not unlike the new life Christ gave us when He rose from the grave.  
I, and the rest of our music ministry look forward to reflecting, praying, and anticipating the miracle to come with 
all of you during Lent.  
 
Blessings, 
Jessica Bardelli, Music Director 
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Please remember the 
basket for food donations 
for the Bethel Community 
Food Pantry located right 
here @ our church. The 
basket has been relocat-
ed to our Communications 
area downstairs outside 
the kitchen. Most needed 
items: 
condiments, paper products, cereal, juice & 
diapers. 
They are also collecting empty detergent  
& dish soap bottles. The Pantry is open the first 
& third Tuesdays of the month. Their phone 
number is 203-947-1754 

Off the Streets is an all-volunteer 
run organization which works to get 
homeless people into housing.   If a 
homeless person has a source of 
income, Off the Streets will provide 
a security deposit and basic furni-
ture and household goods. Off the 
Streets collects furniture and 

household goods from 10am to 12noon on the 
first Saturday of each month behind the Bethel 
United Methodist Church.   Items most in de-
mand are dressers, small kitchen tables with 
chairs, end tables, nightstands and lamps. The  
next drop off is March 2nd .     For more infor-
mation, go to www.offthestreetsnow.com or call 
203-733-5880. 
 

Please consider saving your nickel deposit bot-
tles and cans for our bottle/can drive the 2nd 
Saturday of every month. Our next collection 
date  is March 9th  .   You can bring them to 
the parking lot between the hours of 11:00am – 
1:00pm. This year the benefits go to Julien 
Schaad’s ASP tuition. 

Support Meetings / Groups Held at BUMC 
AA Meetings are held 
Sunday @ 7:30pm, 
Monday @ 6:00pm, 
Thursday @ 7:30 pm, 
Friday @ 7:30 pm 
and Saturday @ 8:00 
pm. Additional Sup-
port Group: “Over-
eaters Anonymous" 
contact Chris at 203-
942-3986 for more 

information.   Support Group for Family & 
Friends who have a loved one suffering from 
the disease of addiction and/or alcoholism con-
tact Joe Benner 203-313-3681. 

Brotherhood  & Sisterhood of Christ meet 
Mondays at 7:00 pm.  

This is not a Bible study but more of a time to 
discuss matters that effect our lives today. We 
start with a core piece of scripture, some de-
votional time that speaks to our topic and then 
look at some pointed questions that will help 
us go deeper in our faith and get to know one 
another a bit better at each meeting. You can 
talk or you can just listen. You can come eve-
ry week or once in a while! We start on time 
and end by 8:15pm. 

Questions? Men, see Pastor Esposito 
or Pastor John. Ladies see Maria 
Parille or Pastor John. 

If you are on Facebook and have 

not liked our page, please do so. 

Here you will find links to our ser-

mons and get a sneak preview of 

the upcoming sermon. If you are 

a member of our Facebook page we would ask 

that you “share” links with your community of 

friends 

 

http://www.offthestreetsnow.com/


 
 

 

Family Pasta and Corned Beef Dinner 

Please join us for our Pasta and CORNED 

BEEF dinner Saturday March  9
th

 from 5:30pm-

7:30pm.  

Pasta prices are: Adults 

$10, Seniors & Students 

with College ID $8,     

Kids $5 (under 5 eat 

free), Veterans eat free 

Family max price $25 

(parents & kids)  Dinners 

also available to go! ($10.00) Call BUMC 

203.743.6835 the day of dinner to place your 

order.   

Dinner includes:Salad with homemade dress-

ings, Pasta with marinara or meatsauce, Home-

made meatballs 50 ea,  

 Homemade desserts 

Corned Beef prices are:  

Adults $15.00,Seniors $13.00, Veterans $13.00 

Children $5.00, Family:  Not Available,  

Take-Out  $15.00  -No Seconds 

 

Desserts needed for 

our March 9th th Pas-

ta Dinner. Home 

made or store 

bought. All donations 

appreciated. Email 

Ann if  you can help 

out or have any questions at 

ann_mc_lellan@sbcglobal.net                                               

The Prayer Shawl group 
meets at 7 pm on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month.  All 
who like or want to learn cro-
chet or knitting are wel-
come.  We meet in the John-
son Alcove.  See Linda Bruce 
for information. 

UMW News 
 

 

United Methodist Women Day 

March 3rd!!!!! 

Soup Sale—Days for Girls 

 Prayer Shawl  Program 

Red Bird Mission/Box Tops for Education 

                       And more!!!!!!!!!!!  

“Faith  - Hope – Love in Action” 

 
Our Annual tag sale will be held on  
May 3rd  & 4th . As you start  your spring  
cleaning or are trying to find homes for items you no longer  
need, please consider saving them for our tag  
sale.  Drop off dates will be  announced soon. Proceeds 
from the tag sale help our UMW with their missions work! 
Any questions see Ann or Cheryl in the office.  
 

The UMW collects Boxtops for Education for the Red 
Bird Mission. Please cut the boxtop  
symbol off 
of the product. There is a Red Bird  
container on the counter in the  
Information Center. There are  
Boxtops on over 250 products!  
To see what products have the labels  
go to https://www.boxtops4education.com 

 Mark Your Calendar!  
 
BUMC Annual Coffeehouse 
 
Please join us for an  
evening of snacks, songs, 
stories, and more! The 
BUMC Coffeehouse is back 
on March 23rd, 2019 at 
7:00pm in Mitchell 
Hall (doors open at 6:30). 
Free will donations will be 
taken at the door and will benefit the BUMC music 
department. Bring the whole family! 
Want to perform at this event? Contact Alan 
Blackstock (alan.blackstock@yahoo.com) or Jessi-
ca Bardelli (jessicabardelli@gmail.com). There are 
a limited number of performance slots available, 
so sign up soon! 
 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/
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VBS Director Needed: 

Energetic, fun-loving person need-

ed to  be the Director for VBS this 

year.  The position requires coordinating  staffing,  staff 

training and registration with the help of a committee.  The 

majority of the time requirement is in May - July as VBS is   

July 29-August 2.  Please contact  Wendy Wil-

liams: williamsBUMC@gmail.com   or Ann McLel-

lan: ann_mc_lellan@sbcglobal.net  

A note of thanks! 

Jackie & Jim Kulp would 

like to thank the “His 

Hands”  ministry for the 

absolutely beautiful job 

they did  

adding new doors to their 

laundry room– it was SO  

appreciated! Thank you! - The Kulp’s 

OUTREACH is collecting 

gently used or new 

games for children who 

have long term stays at 

the hospital. Yahtzee, 

Scrabble, Monopoly, 

Trouble, Parcheesi, and 

Chutes and Ladders 

would be appreciated. 

There will be a wire basket downstairs [outside the kitchen] 

for collection of the games. Thank you! Stacie McLaughlin  

Save a Suit 

Are you passionate about  

giving back to the community 

and veterans? We are cur-

rently  looking for volunteers! 

Come help a great cause! We 

are looking for volunteers to 

help out in our office,  

administration, marketing, distribution, help us with 

veterans and much more! 

For more in formation call us at 860-817-6453 and leave 

a message.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Life is wild * God is good 
Vacation Bible School 2019 - Put it on your calen-
dar now! 

       July 29 - August 2, 9 am - 12:15 pm 
For Kindergarten through 5th Grade. 
Adults needed for Crafts, Games, Photo taking, 
Kitchen Assistants and Registrars. 
Crew Leaders ( High School) and Assistant Crew 
Leaders (Middle School) are needed. 
We will let you know when the Website is availa-
ble for registration.  Meanwhile, let Cheryl in the 
office phone number and bmeth-
odistchurch@snet.net, Wendy Williams 
(williamsbumc@gmail.com or Ann McLellan 
(ann_mc_lellan@sbcglobal.net) know if you are 
willing to volunteer or participate. 
                                The Education Committee 

The BUMC Nursery 

The Nursery is located on the 2nd 

floor of the Education Building. 

Children & babies through 2 

years old can be brought to the 

nursery before church. (staff 

members are there at 9:50am) Parents sign children in 

and out. It is a wonderful Christian play area for tod-

dlers.  We ask parents to sign up to be in the Nursery 

once every 2 months if at all possible.  Wendy Wil-

liams, our children and Sunday School Ministry person, 

will have a signup sheet in Mitchell Hall for all who are 

willing to take a turn in the Nursery.  All volunteers 

undergo a background check as we are a Safe Sanctu-

ary church.  Parents of toddlers- please bring your chil-

dren so they can experience the loving environment. 

Congregation – please volunteer if you are able.  

mailto:williamsBUMC@gmail.com
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

141 Greenwood Ave. 

Bethel CT 06801 


