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Hello Saints,        January 2019 
 

Happy New Year Saints! 

As we begin a New Year, I find that many folks are entering in with a great sense of fear. 

Some are worried about our country, many are worried about finances, children or aging 

parents.  Fear is one of the most debilitating emotions known to us I believe. It is powerful, it can go deep into the heart. It can 

act like a poison, paralyzing the soul and make our faith waiver. It has the power to affect you not only emotionally, but men-

tally, and spiritually; it can even affect you physically. 

I love history and I always remember what Franklin D. Roosevelt said to the American people as we became entangled in 

World War II. “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” These are great words from a great man. As we sometimes fall into 

the trap of fear, I find it very helpful and encouraging to remember two little words found in scripture; “fear not!” These are 

great words from a great God! 

As we heard just recently during our Advent season, these words were told to Mary when Gabriel arrived to inform her of her 

future destiny. The same words were offered to the shepherds out in the field the night of Jesus birth. 

Whatever fears you may be facing in the coming year, you can gather them all together and bring them to one place…the feet 

of Jesus. Jesus went to the cross so that we do not have to carry fears around with us like a piece of overweight luggage. “Fear 

not!” Know that Jesus is aware of everything that gives you fear. Know that He also has the solution. I encourage you as you 

enter into 2019 to trust in those two little words. “Fear not!” Surrender your fears and feel the power of Jesus in your life. 

         See you in church, Pastor John 

 

           

Church Events 
     December Services 

         South Campus Bethel 
             8:30am  & 10:00am Worship 
             Sunday School during 10:00am 
             5:00pm Wednesday Night Recharge       
        North Campus Gaylordsville 
             10:00am Worship   

 

°     January 6th —UMW Soup Sale 
°     January 8th–  UMW Monthly Meeting 

•  January 8th—Church Coucil 

• January 12th—Pasta Dinner 

• January 20th—Family Worship 

• January 23rd—Prayer Shawl  

• January 26th—Winter Fundraiser  

• Mondays—Brotherhood of Christ 

• Mondays —Sisterhood of Christ 

mailto:bmethodistchurch@snet.net


 
January 6

th
   

Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Paul Young & Marty Bishop 
10:00am: Tracy Brown & James Wolff 
Counters: Janette Blackstock & Dave Albin 
Greeter 8:30am: Maureen Raftery 
Greeters 10:00am:  Linda Bruce and Betty Lepus 
Ushers: Team C: Debbie Albin, Krista Mayer, Frank 
Tomaino, Andy Serfilippi 
Coffee Hosts:  Betty Campbell 
 
January 13

th
 
 

Readers & Communion Steward  
8:30am: Peter Eckert 
10:00am: Julien Schaad & Tom Wolff 
Counters: Linda Bruce & Betty Lepus 
Greeter 8:30am: Peter Eckert 
Greeters 10:00am: Deb and Dave Albin 
Ushers: Team D: Tracy Brown, Jim & Laurie  
Fernandez 
Coffee Hosts: Angela Bassett 
 
January 20

th
   

 
  

Readers & Communion Steward  
8:30am: Maureen Raftery 

 

10:00am:  Family Worship 
Readers & Communion Stewards: Family Worship 
Counters: Bill Struth & Tom Wolff 
Greeters 8:30am: Marty Bishop 
Greeters 10:00am: Family Worship 
Ushers: Team F: Alan Brown & Family Worship 
Coffee Hosts: Dawn Tomaino 
 
January 27

th
   

Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Paul Young & Marty Bishop 
10:00am: Diane Meldon & Lisa Gallichio 
Counters: Tracy Brown & Krista Mayer 
Greeters 8:30am: Maureen Raftery 
Greeters 10:00am: Marty Bishop 
Ushers: Team B: Alan Brown, Art Langer,  
Don Olson 
Coffee Hosts:  
 
 

 

 

 

 A Note from the Pastor: 

 

Happy New Year Church! We have many projects 
moving along here at our church. The new security 
system is in the final stages of being installed and will 
be in place and ready to use in the coming week or so. 
We have to assign key fobs to individuals who need 
access to the church during non service times, and 
also program the system so that doors are automatical-
ly opened as needed. We will keep you posted on the 
progress, but please don’t worry, nobody will be locked 
out of church!  

 

The new Pastor’s office is completed and I’m in the 
process of packing up and moving upstairs. In the 
coming week, we will begin painting my old office, up-
grading the main church office, and painting the Nar-
thex and three stairwells. This will provide a fresh and 
bright feel when you enter the front doors of our 
church.  

 

In the old Pastors office, the new Family Room will 
then be completed and the Bell Choir will have a new 
home to practice and store their equipment. I just want-
ed to keep everyone up to date on the progress of 
these projects. Peace! 

 

In Christ, Rev. John Parille 

 

 

 

 

        OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

  

Once again the BUMC Family has opened its heart to the 

needs of others. Desperate needs continued right up to  

Christmas Day. Two families had been without coats, 

scarves, gloves and hats and we provided warm clothing 

for them! Your gifts brought comfort and joy to 34 chil-

dren and 2 adults. We delivered gifts to Bethel children, 

to Wellmore Agency children, and to two different fami-

lies experiencing trauma and having few resources. We 

all thank you for shopping for just the right size and just 

the right gift for that special person on your tag. We 

hope the experience of sharing gave you a little warm 

glow of contentment and we ask that you keep these 

special people in your prayers. May they feel the love of 

Christ through your rich spirit of giving. 

 



 
Our Gifts to the Christ Child from the Congregation included: counseling; service on Nurture & Outreach; serving on recycling 

group; trumpet; my service; my music; my family’s faith; singing; being a good disciple; music; homemade wrapping paper; 

dance; baking; gardening; working with the children of BUMC; leadership; kindness; speaking-giving self; love & kindness; 

gardening the side of the church garden and selling plants for the outreach fund; crafting, outreach, food pantry; kitchen; to 

care for his four legged creatures; to help the kids behind the scenes with their sport of the arts (guard); helping the social 

workers when a child or family needs something; serving coffee; spread kindness and love; making dinner; love; compassion/

kindness; bake a dessert or make an appetizer; scripture reading; serving where needed; helping my family around the 

house; helping people in need; counseling and baking; plumbing & heating and Christmas cookie taste testing. 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of Service, but the same Lord.  There are 

different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men & women” – 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Bloodmobile—February 2nd  

Our next BUMC Bloodmo-

bile is Sat. 2/2. You can 

make an appt.  @ Red-

cross.org. 

If you can help @ registration or canteen 

please see Alice Mayer. 

        

 

For anyone interested in sewing for Days for Girls, there is one workshop 
remaining,  scheduled at the Simsbury United Methodist Church, 799 
Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, on JANUARY 19TH. 
 
Please bring your sewing machine/ serger if you can. Lunch will be pro-
vided and monetary donations welcomed for lunch and our ongoing DFG work.  Park by the playground 
and enter there.  Simsbury United methodist Church 799 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury.  
 
JOBS NEEDED:  SEWERS, SERGERS, RIPPERS, LAYERERS, SNAPPER, CUTTERS, AND PACKERS!   
 

Save a Suit 

Are you passionate about  

giving back to the community and veter-

ans? We are currently  looking for volun-

teers! Come help a great cause! We are 

looking for volunteers to help out in our 

office, administration, marketing, distri-

bution, help us with veterans and much 

more! 

For more in formation call us at 860-817-6453 and leave a message.  



Please remember the 
basket for food donations 
for the Bethel Community 
Food Pantry located right 
here @ our church. The 
basket has been relocat-
ed to our Communications 
area downstairs outside 
the kitchen. Most needed 
items: 
Paper products, feminine products, condi-
ments, crackers, baking items, juice & cereal. 
The food pantry is located right here at BUMC. 
It serves Bethel families.  
 
The Pantry is open the first & third Tuesdays of 
the month. Their phone number is 203-947-
1754 

Off the Streets is an all-volunteer 
run organization which works to get 
homeless people into housing.   If a 
homeless person has a source of 
income, Off the Streets will provide 
a security deposit and basic furni-
ture and household goods. Off the 
Streets collects furniture and 

household goods from 10am to 12noon on the 
first Saturday of each month behind the Bethel 
United Methodist Church.   Items most in de-
mand are dressers, small kitchen tables with 
chairs, end tables, nightstands and lamps. The  
next drop off is February 2nd.     For more infor-
mation, go to www.offthestreetsnow.com or call 
203-733-5880. 
 

Please consider saving your nickel deposit bot-
tles and cans for our bottle/can drive the 2nd 
Saturday of every month. Our next collection 
date  is February 9th .   You can bring them to 
the parking lot between the hours of 11:00am – 
1:00pm. This year the benefits go to Julien 
Schaad’s ASP tuition. 

Support Meetings / Groups Held at BUMC 
AA Meetings are held 
Sunday @ 7:30pm, 
Monday @ 6:00pm, 
Thursday @ 7:30 pm, 
Friday @ 7:30 pm 
and Saturday @ 8:00 
pm. Additional Sup-
port Group: “Over-
eaters Anonymous" 
contact Chris at 203-
942-3986 for more 

information.   Support Group for Family & 
Friends who have a loved one suffering from 
the disease of addiction and/or alcoholism con-
tact Joe Benner 203-313-3681. 

Brotherhood  & Sisterhood of Christ meet 
Mondays at 7:00 pm.  

This is not a Bible study but more of a time to 
discuss matters that effect our lives today. We 
start with a core piece of scripture, some de-
votional time that speaks to our topic and then 
look at some pointed questions that will help 
us go deeper in our faith and get to know one 
another a bit better at each meeting. You can 
talk or you can just listen. You can come eve-
ry week or once in a while! We start on time 
and end by 8:15pm. 

Questions? Men, see Pastor Esposito 
or Pastor John. Ladies see Maria 
Parille or Pastor John. 

If you are on Facebook and have 

not liked our page, please do so. 

Here you will find links to our ser-

mons and get a sneak preview of 

the upcoming sermon. If you are 

a member of our Facebook page we would ask 

that you “share” links with your community of 

friends 

http://www.offthestreetsnow.com/


 

Please join us for our 
Monthly 

Pasta Dinner 
January 12th  

Bethel United Methodist Church 

Serving 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

                                     Adults $10       

        Seniors & Students with College ID $8       

                    Kids $5 (under 5 eat free) 

Family max price $25 (parents & kids) 

Dinner includes: 
Salad with homemade dressings 

    Pasta with marinara or meat sauce 
   Homemade meatballs .50 ea 
   Gluten free option available 

Desserts 

Dinners also available to go!  Call BUMC 
203.743.6835 the day of dinner to place your order 

Desserts needed for 

our January 12th 

Pasta Dinner. Home 

made or store 

bought. All donations 

appreciated. Email 

Ann if  you can help 

out or have any questions at 

ann_mc_lellan@sbcglobal.net                                               

The Prayer Shawl group 
meets at 7 pm on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month.  All 
who like or want to learn cro-
chet or knitting are wel-
come.  We meet in the John-
son Alcove.  See Linda Bruce 
for information. 

UMW News 

Next soup sale: February 3rd 

UMW news: 
 

Our Annual tag sale will be held this spring.  

As you start your spring cleaning or are  

trying to find homes for items you no longer need, please 

consider saving  them for our tag sale.  Drop off dates will 

be announced soon. Proceeds from the tag sale help our 

UMW with their missions work! Any questions see Ann or 

Cheryl in the office.  
 

Red Bird Mission 
The UMW collects  
Campbell’s labels  
and Boxtops for  
Education for the Red  
Bird.  Please cut the  
bar code labels as  
we only need the bar  
codes. There is a Red Bird container 
on the counter in the Information Cen-
ter.  

 

  A Night in the 50’s 

BUMC’s annual fundraiser – Come be transported back in 

time! Saturday January 26th (snow date  Feb.16th) from 6:00pm

-9:30pm. There will be root beer floats, popcorn, classic tv din-

ner style buffet. A photo booth, costume contest, drive in style 

movies. Music from the 

50’s & Dancing. 

$35 per adult, kids under 

12 just $20! For tickets  

call 203-994-9717 or 203-

297-4101  
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