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It is with great sadness that we announce 

the passing of Jim Kulp. Jim was certainly a 

fixture at BUMC as a devoted parishioner 

and our church Sexton.  

We can rejoice in the knowledge that Jim 

is now in the presence of the Lord and 

hearing the words; "Well Done Thy Good 

& Faithful Servant!"  

We are pleased to have the capability to live-stream and 

video our service from our sanctuary. Just click on the link 

below and it will take you to the new BUMC YouTube 

channel.  We suggest you save this link to your “Favorites” 

in your web browser so you can easily access it. This link 

can also be found on the BUMC website. 

This link will always take you to the channel where you will 

find previous live-streamed services, and be able to con-

nect to the current weekly live-stream. Again, the live-

stream begins either at 8:30 or at 10:00 am on Sunday 

mornings. You can always go back and watch any live- 

streamed service at a later date. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCok6vCI5EnWaCpjARNbaH2g  

Bethel United Methodist Church 

How to Listen to Services by Phone 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can call in to 

listen to the weekly services at 10am on Sundays.  Listen-

ers should call either 1-312-626-6799 or 1-929-205-6099 

(two numbers available in case one has an issue/is busy/

etc.)  Simply follow the prompts:   when asked, enter the 

meeting ID 113-104-770# , and the passcode 000000# . 

How To Call In & Hear Messages: 

UPDATED!  

April 16, 2021 

USHERS ARE NEEDED! 

Are you being called to serve? Not sure where to 

start? We are in need of ushers for both 8:30 and 

10:00 services. Contact Victor Holomakoff for details 

or to volunteer.  

Moving Beyond Easter 

There is a six week buildup to 

Easter in the season we know 

as Lent. It begins on a cold  win-

ter day in February and builds 

up during Holy Week until we 

celebrate the Risen Savior on 

Easter Sunday.  

There can be a bit of a let down 

on Monday, the day after East-

er after all of the anticipations 

of  Lent.  We see church attend-

ance drop many times and before we know it, life is back to 

the same old day to day with little thought of what happened 

that Easter Sunday. 

You probably have heard me say in messages that the Bible is 

not just words, they are promises. “Matthew 28:20  promises; 

“I am with you always” This is a wonderful reminder that we 

are not alone and no matter what may come our way, Jesu is 

with us.  

You see, Easter is not just a day, it is a promise. A promise that 

Jesus never leaves us or forsakes us. A promise that we have 

the hope of eternal life after our days here are finished. The 

promise that we can live to the full because Jesus is alive! 

Let us keep the joy of Easter and the glory of the  Resurrection 

before us all the year through! 

See you in church, 

Pastor John 



SMALL GROUPS 

Join us on Monday nights at 7:00 pm for on 

virtual small groups! Please visit our website 

for more detailed information found under 

announcements . Below is the link to the 

church website 

https://www.bethelmethodist.net/ 

How to contact  

the Pastor 

Feel free to contact Pastor John: 

Cell Number 203-312-6789  Call or Text 

Email: pastorjohnparille@gmail.com 

ONLINE GIVING AT BUMC 

Vanco, our online giving platform is now available!  Vanco can 
now be accessed for online donation through the church web-
site: simply click on “Donate Now” and the link will take you di-
rectly to the BUMC page. Your account can be set up using a 
credit or debit card, and donations can be made once or set up 
for recurring donations! 
 
The QR code below gives you easy access to access online giv-

ing directly on your phone.  As an incentive, 10% of your first do-

nation will be given directly to The Bethel Food Pantry, now 

through Easter!  Our first week raised $80 for the Food Pantry- 

keep up the good work BUMC!!!! 

To visit the online giving website directly: https://

secure.myvanco.com/YHX4/home 

For questions regarding online giving, please contact Nancy 

Howland at nancyjhowland@gmail.com 

 

Visit BUMC’s 

new  

ONLINE STORE! 
 
The BUMC online store is now available and is offering a wide variety 
of merchandise with the BUMC logo either printed or embroidered 
with all proceeds benefiting The Jerry Shike Youth Missions Fund!  The 
Jerry Shike Fund raises monies to be gifted to our BUMC youth to help 
offset the cost of mission work and travel.  
Check out the online store on our website and support our youth mis-

sions! 

Shop now: 

https://stores.inksoft.com/bumc/shop/home 

SPRING PLANT 
SALE! 

 
Alice is again selling plants to benefit 
our Outreach projects. If you want to 
be included in her ”plant of the week” 
email, email her @ amayer@snet.net. 
 
A list of the perennial plants available 
for 2021 is included in this newsletter.  

mailto:amayer@snet.net


I want to share with you the title of a book I have been 
reading called “The  Women of Easter” by Liz Curtis Higgs. This is 
my paraphrasing of a part of her  book.  

During Jesus’s time on the cross, we have the names of 
three women who have been mentioned  many times in connection 
with Jesus, Mary of Bethany, Mary of Nazareth, and Mary Magda-
lene. In fact,  Mary Magdalene is mentioned 14 times across all 
four gospel accounts! Extraordinary for nearly any  Biblical charac-
ter, but especially for a woman in that culture at that time! Howev-
er, there were many  women gathered there, most of whom were 
not named, but there they were. Women who shared their  faith, 
looking at the cross from beneath their linen head coverings, una-
ble to express their grief,  standing as close as they dared. At that 
time, when who was considered an enemy of the state was  hung 
on a cross, it was unsafe to anyone, family or friends, to stay too 
close to the condemned or they  might also be condemned in the 
same terrible way, no matter how innocent they were. These wom-
en  were very brave, risking death in their desire to support their 
Lord in His sacrifice.  

Apparently, Roman crosses were only about nine feet tall, 
so the feet of the condemned were  only about a foot above the 
ground. Jesus could hear and see the anguish these women dis-
played. “Where you there when they crucified my Lord?” These 
women had an answer. They were there. According to this book, 
they did not desert their Lord as many had. There is no record of 
them  having even looked away. Even though there tears could not 
cleanse His wounds, they were there.  Even though their prayers 
could not staunch His bleeding, the women were there. Even though 
women, at that time, were not “highly regarded in Jewish society”, 
they were  highly regarded by God. He observed their compassion, 
noted their courage, and treasured them as His  daughters.  

His mother, having watched her son toddle towards her as 
a baby, been with him as a child,  learning from his parents, now 
stood weeping in despair. Her son gazing into her eyes. Her 
firstborn  whom she was about to lose in a dreadful way. Next to His 
mother, was his beloved disciple, John.  Jesus gave John the re-
sponsibility of taking care of His apparently widowed and somewhat 
destitute  mother. Jesus said to his disciple, “Here is your mother.” 
According to Liz Higgs’s book, this statement  must have assured 
Mary that she was still His treasured Mother. He had not abandoned 
her and never  would. He fulfilled one of the greatest command-
ments in the Torah; the commandment to honor one’s  parents  

After that, Jesus said, “It is finished.” The world turned up-

side down, there events that no one  could explain. The tearing of 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two. This was not a flimsy piece 
of  cotton or wool, it was a fine linen cloth thickly woven with blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn. The earth  shook and rocks were dislodged, 
thousands of graves scattered across the Mount of Olives since 
the  time of David, appeared to have “opened themselves”. Even the 
Roman guards were terrified. Then  darkness came and everything 
stopped. Most of the crowd that had gathered went home, but,  ac-
cording to Matthew 25:55,” Many women were there, watching from 
a distance.” We don’t know  how many stayed, different versions of 
the Bible report “Numerous” or “quite a few”, which doesn’t tell  us 
much. Nor do we know of how “afar off” they were, “beholding the 
chaotic scene.  

Matthew reminds us of who these women were and why 
they had come. Matthew 27:55 says,  hey had followed Jesus from 
Galilee to care for His needs.” 

Among these women were Mary Magdalene, Mary, the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the  mother of Zebedee’s 
sons. Matthew 27:56.  

Mary Magdalene is given pride of her place here. She is 
older, wiser, and devoted to her Lord.  He had set her free from 
her demons. By her side was Mary, the mother of James and Jo-
seph and  Salome, the wife of Zebedee and mother to his sons.  

As I was reading this, I found it difficult to keep all these 
women straight, but what I find  amazing, is that, like Liz Hicks, 
they are even mentioned…in all four Gospels! They are not only 
named,  the gospel writers honored these women, listing them, 
often naming them, and placing them among  their families and 
communities.  

All these women now, probably unknowingly, as they pre-
pared, as we are today, for Easter. Those who had followed Him, 
came to the scene of His death bringing not only their pres-
ence,  but offerings. The women who had stayed with Him through 
His suffering stayed with Him until His  body was laid in the tomb. 
They even went shopping for spices which they used to anoint the 
body of  Jesus.  

Sadly, all these faithful followers still expected to find the 
body of Jesus in the tomb the next  day. However, they still were 
expecting to care for their Lord. They had not forgotten Him, aban-
doned  Him, and not denied they had known Him.  

You can only imagine how they felt the next morning.  
 
By Marty Bishop 

Notes from the Music Department 

Happy Easter! He is Risen! Alleluia! 

It was such a blessing to be able to gather a few singers and our Handbell Choir for our Good 
Friday and Easter services. It brings me so much joy to hear that people are getting vaccines, 

staying healthy, and helping to end this pandemic, which means that we’ll soon be able to bring our full Chancel 
Choir back to our 10:00 services. What a joy that will be!  

If you are interested in joining the Chancel Choir when we are able to safely return, please reach out to me via 
email: jessicabardelli@gmail.com. We are always happy to welcome singers of all levels and abilities—music reading 
is NOT required (though you might learn a bit while you’re there!).  

Til then, I will continue to pray that Covid-19 will be in our rearview mirrors as soon as possible.  

Blessings,  

Jessica Bardelli; Music Director 

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

Due to popular demand, we’re happy to include one of Marty Bishop’s essays on “Women of the Bible” in this edition (as men-

tioned in the UMW section of the last newsletter).  



PERENNIAL PLANT SALE 2021   

PLANT PRICE / AMOUNT Blooms 

Andromeda** $ 5.00/ rooted branch April/ May 

Astilbe ( pink-lavender)** $3.00/ plant June-July 

Azaleas (Red, Rose, Pink, Honey- lavender) $5.00 rooted branch May-June 

Bee Balm (Firecracker Red or pur- $ 3.00/ 10 spears July-Aug. 

Bell Flower ( Campanula)( blue)** $3.00/ 6" clump June-July 

Bishops Weed (snow on the moun- * $ 3.00/ 20 spears June-July 

Black Eyed Susan $ 3.00/ 5 plants July-Sept. 

Bleeding Hearts (pink)** $ 3.00/ plant May-June 

Bugle Weed (ajuga)( Chocolate $ 3.00/ ½ flat April/ May 

Buttercups ** $ 2.00/ 4 plants   May-June 

Chameleon Plant ** $ 3.00/20 spears June-July 

Chives** $ 3.00/ 5" clump  May/ July 

Columbine (purple)** $ 3.00/ plant May- June 

Coreopsis (yellow) ** $3.00/ 5"  June-Sept. 

Coreopsis Verticllata (thread-leaf,  tick-seed) ** $3.00/ 5" clump June-Sept. 

Corydalis ( yellow)** $ 3.00/ plant May-Frost 

Daffodils ** (must order in April) .30/  April 

Daisies (white)** $ 3.00/ 10” clump June-Sept. 

Daisy Chrysanthemum (white) $ 3.00/ 10 spears Sept.-Oct. 

Deptford pink** (Dianthus armeria) $3.00/ 5 spears June- Sept. 

Dianthus (pink & white)** $3.00/ 5" clump June 

English Ivy ** .50/ft. ------- 

English Violets**(white & violet or (order by June) $ 2.00/10 plants April/May 

English Primrose (rose & yellow or  Lt. yellow) $3.00/ plant April-May 

Evening Primrose (yellow)** $ 3.00/  June-July 

False Sunflower (giant ox-eye)** $4.00/plant July-Sept. 

Fern** (2 types) $ 3.00/ 5" clump ------- 

Flowering Pink Almond** $ 5.00/ 1 rooted branch Early May 

Flowering Quince** $ 5.00/ 1 rooted  April/ May 

Forget-me-nots (pink or blue)  $3.00/ 4" clump May/June 

Forsythia ** $ 3.00/ rooted branch  April 

Golden Alexander (zizia aurea) ** $3.00/ plant May/June 

Gooseneck Loosestrife (white) ** $  June-July 

Grass (Ribbon) (low green & white) $3.00 /clump  

Grape Hyacinth $3.00 /2 plants May 

Hair Allium $2.00/ plant July 

Hardy Geranium (purple)** $ 3.00/  May/June 

Hollyhock Malva (lavender) $4.00/ plant July-Aug. 

Hosta (green w/ white center or plain een) $ 3.00- $12.00 depending on size July 

Hyacinth (many colors)(order in  April/ May 

Iris (bearded ) (many colors)** $ 1.00 - $2.00 depends on tuber May/June 

Lamium (Dead Nettle) yellow $3.00/ plant May/June 

Lambs Ear ** $3.00/ 5" clump July 

Leadwort (blue)** $ 3.00/ 10 spears Aug.-Sept. 

Leopard's Bane $3.00/ 5"clump June-Sept. 

Lily of the Valley** $ 3.00/ 20 spears May/June 

   



Lilys (Burnt Orange or Orange Day)  June-July 

Milk Weed Pod plants ** $3.00/ 3  July 

Mint ( spearmint or pineapple)**  July-Sept. 

Money Plant **(silver dollar) $3.00/ plant May-June 

Monkey Grass **(Liriope) $3.00/ plant Aug.- Sept. 

Moss **  $ 3.00/ ft. sq. -------- 

Mullins Pink (Rose Campion)** $ 3.00/ plant June-Sept. 

Myrtle (periwinkle)** $ 3.00/ ½ flat April/ May 

Obedient Plant (purple) $3.00 /20 spears Sept. 

Oregano** $3.00/ 5" clump July-Sept. 

Oregano** (ornamental) $3.00/ 5" clump Aug.-Sept. 

Pachysandra ** $ 3.00/ ½ flat May/June 

Peony ( double pink or white)**  $ 3.00/ large tuber May/June 

Perilla (Beefsteak) $3.00/ 5 spears Sept.-Oct. 

Poppy **(orange CA.) $3.00/ 2 plants May/June 

Poppy **(orange oriental) $3.00/ plant May/June 

Ragged Robin (pink) (Lychnis flos-  May-June 

Ramps (wild leeks) leaves (20/  April-May 

Sedum "Live Forever" non- $3.00/ plant ---------- 

Snow Drops $3.00/ 5" clump March 

Silver King** $ 3.00/ 10 spears Fall plume 

Spiderwort (blue)** $3.00/ 5" clump June 

Star of Bethlehem** (bulbs) $ 3.00/ 5" clump (~20 bulbs) May/June 

Stonecrop **(common) (sedum) 3.00/ 5" clump June/July 

Wild Scallions ** 5 bulbs/ $3.00 July 

TREES/ SHRUBS/MISC.   

Euonymus (green & white)" silver $5.00/ rooted branch  

Weeping or Curly Willow  $ 5.00/ ~ 3’  

Popular Tulip Tree seedling $ 3.00-$10.00 depends on size  

Gray Dogwood (Viburnum) $5.00/ rooted branch May-June 

Red Maple $ 3.00-$10.00 depends on size  

Rose of Sharon (pink or purple) $3.00-$5.00 / 1-3 ft. July-Sept. 

Spirea ( White or pink) $5.00/ rooted branch May 

Pine seedling/ bush .50-$5.00   

Oak seedling $1.00-$3.00    

Kousa Dogwood- depends on size rooted branch May-June 

Lilac ( purple)  $5.00 rooted branch May 

Crooked (curly) Willow Branches $2.00/ 3 ft.  

Curley willow & Silver dollar dried   

Fresh Cut Rubarb 5 stalks/$1.00  

Hummingbird / Butterfly feeders $2.50   

Flower Seeds .50 each or 3/$1.00  

Flower/ Plant Books .50-$3.00  

Brook Stones for marking  5/$1.00  

** deer resistant Please see Alice   

interested in purchasing any of these   

(Bethel United Methodist Church) to   


