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How Do We Have a Holly Covid Christmas? 

I got goosebumps up my back when I saw the first truck 

loaded with vaccines leave the Pfizer plant heading out to 

destinations all over America. This was a Christmas mira-

cle in itself and gives us hope that soon we will be able to 

enjoy life as we knew it once again. 

However, how do we have a Holly Covid Christmas now? 

For years we have come to expect very particular things 

each Christmas season. Some of these expectations may 

be a bit over the top, but many are probably more modest 

and humble. None of them I’m sure have included the 

need to wear a mask or stay 6 feet part.  

The core of Christmas always has been being near our 

loved ones. God himself came near to humanity that first 

Christmas. Isaiah prophesied that we would “call his name 

Immanuel,” meaning God with us. How do we celebrate 

Christmas by keeping our distance from each other?  

    Continued on page 3 

 

   

 

We know that many are not able to not comfortable to 

worship in the sanctuary. We are pleased to offer live-

stream services from our sanctuary each week. We alter-

nate the Live-stream services every other week. One week 

will be at 10:00 am and the other week will be at 8:30 am.  

Just click on the link below and it will take you to the new 

BUMC YouTube channel.  We suggest you save this link to 

your “Favorites” in your web browser so you can easily 

access it. This link can also be found on the BUMC website. 

This link will always take you to the channel where you will 

find previous live-streamed services, and be able to con-

nect to the current weekly live-stream.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCok6vCI5EnWaCpjARNbaH2g  

 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

Anyone who does not have access to a computer can 

now call in to listen to the weekly messages at 10am on 

Sundays.  

Listeners should call either 1-312-626-6799 or 1-929-205

-6099 (providing both numbers in case one has a prob-

lem/is busy/etc).   

When prompted, enter the meeting ID 113-104-770 and 

press #, then just press # again when asked for their par-

ticipant ID.  

How To Call In & Hear 
Weekly Sunday Services  

December 18, 2020 

Many have been asking about their giving for the church. 

We have set up online giving for BUMC. There is a link 

with specific instructions on how you can sign up and cre-

ate your own safe, personal account. Just got to the BUMC 

website and find the link.  

Please note, giving can still be mailed into your perspec-

tive church as we are still making deposits and paying ex-

penses.  



Join us on Monday nights at 7:00 pm for on vir-

tual small groups! Please visit our website for 

more detailed information found under an-

nouncements . Below is the link to the church 

website 

https://www.bethelmethodist.net/ 

How to contact  

the Pastor 

Feel free to contact Pastor John: 

Cell Number 203-312-6789  Call or Text 

Email: pastorjohnparille@gmail.com 

Why I Serve 

This column will feature different church 
members sharing what led them to serve at 
BUMC and beyond. This week’s witness is 
from Willa Philip.  

I have been a member of The Bethel United 
Methodist Church since 1976. My family 
moved from Western New York and started 
"church shopping". We visited BUMC one Sunday, Bob Johnson was pastor, the 
members welcomed us and we knew this was the church for us.  

My children attended Sunday School and were confirmed. My youngest was 
baptized at BUMC. I feel it is important to volunteer and give of yourself. Serving 
on various committees kept me "in the loop" regarding church government. I 
enjoy interacting with members for planning and implementing purposes. Being 
a part of the music ministry is very rewarding. Singing and ringing praises to God 
warms my heart. 

The church is a constant in a changing world. It is a comfort to know it will al-
ways be available for spiritual and emotional support.  

I love my church family! 

           Who are the TRUSTEES,  

    and what do they do? 

                       By Deb Albin 

The Trustees for 2021 are: Deb Albin, Rusty Beers, Lori Mott, Dave McClain, 

Jim Fernandez, Victor Holomakoff, Steve Deuschle, Don Olson Jr., and Kevin 

McCloskey. 

 

We are the behind the scenes people! It is our job to make sure our buildings 

and surrounding property are taken care of and kept up. We do everything from 

changing out faucets in the parsonage, orchestrating the care of all the heating 

and air conditioning units, plumbing and electrical for all buildings and hiring 

people to take care of the mowing and plowing. These examples are just the tip 

of the iceberg! 

 

In 2020 some of the projects we took care of were: new altar handrails, finished 

remaining windows in MH, new sound system, helped in set up of live stream 

services, replaced ceiling fans, AC/heat in choir room and food pantry, chimney 

repairs on The  Johnson Building, installed new heating zones in the Johnson 

Building and upgraded the lighting systems.  

 

Our list for 2021 keeps growing by the day. Current projects on our list include 

masonry repair of church facade, new kitchen floor and stove, replacing ceiling 

tiles and boxing in columns in MH, painting of ceiling in sanctuary, install audio 

and visual equipment in family room, repairing carpet, replacing pew cushions, 

restriping the parking lot, front landscaping- Phew - I don’t know about you but 

I’m exhausted just thinking about this list! 

 

We enjoy what we do and are happy to have your input! Please contact Deb 

Albin with any questions:  

dcalbin3@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

As of Monday Nov 30, 46 pledges have been 

received! This is great news, as many of you 

have heard the call and we are so very grate-

ful! We still have a long way to go to meet our 

goal of 76 pledges but time and hope are on 

our side! 

Your pledge means that our church can remain 

a vital and meaningful part of the Bethel com-

munity and can continue to support each of 

you and your spiritual needs. Your pledge 

makes it possible for the finance committee to 

plan and budget for the coming year and en-

sures that our church will be ready to re-open 

fully and welcome you back! Thank you for 

considering a pledge. 

Nancy Howland, Stewardship Chairperson 



Christmas Eve 2020 

Christmas Eve 2020 will certainly be a “Silent Night” at BUMC. 

Because of the Covid 19 pandemic, we are unable to safely 

open our church to the community for Christmas Eve          

Services. 

However, we can still be together in spirit by joining us for our 

Live-stream Service at 5:00 pm. Be part of a night of candles, 

songs, and a time of reflection as we embrace this Silent Night 

together. 

Pastor John Parille  

How Do We Have a Holly Covid Christmas?  continued from page 1      

However, I think it is important to remember how at the heart of Christmas , it has neve been about God accommo-

dating himself to our expectations and comforts, but more of a focus on our learning to come awake to His ways and 

to understand that God’s thoughts that are higher than ours. Maybe this Christmas will be our opportunity, long 

overdue, to consider afresh what the first Christmas was really all about. Perhaps we’ve been rocked to sleep a bit 

with our though process and expectations by our Christmas routines and the odd mixture of the church’s story and 

how the rest of the world celebrates Advent.  

I believe that Christmas 2020, can give us more reason to be hopeful than disillusioned. Maybe the very thing that 

would best reintroduce us to what Christmas really means is to have a Christmas that doesn’t fall so easily into what 

we have come to always expect. Perhaps this year God means to free our Christmas from years of extra baggage, 

from the December hustle and bustle of a season of nostalgia and so many expectations that can never really be ful-

filled and probably missing the entire point of what really happened that night in Bethlehem.    

I would encourage you to be mindful of what God is doing in your life right now. Be aware of the many blessings He 

has bestowed upon you. While this year’s Christmas may feel different to your family, it may still offer an inescapable 

opportunity to reflect on what the holiday really means. I do feel like this will be one of those moments that our chil-

dren and even young adults will look back on this in their older years and say, “You know, that Christmas in 2020 was 

something really memorable and we were blessed despite the pandemic.”  May God bless and protect you and your 

loved ones this Christmas.     

   Pastor John Parille 

A Note from the Music Department 

He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and    

sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” Hebrews 2:12 

It has been many months since we’ve been able to lift our praises 

to God in song together in worship, and no one misses that more 

than our music volunteers! Thankfully, with the reopening of our 

sanctuary, and hopeful case numbers in our area, we’ve been able 

to bring some music back in to BUMC. I’m thrilled to have Ted and 

Sarah back in our 8:30 and 10:00 services, and I urge you to make 

their musical offerings a deeper part of your worship—even though 

we can’t sing along, let their songs fill your hearts and bring you 

closer to God.  

The BUMC bell choir has always held a special place in my heart, 

and is one unique way that our church CAN make music together! 

We’ve taken extreme precautions to keep everyone safe, and I’m 

overjoyed to say that you will be seeing our ringers in service VERY 

soon! I thank God everyday that this wonderful program is a part of 

our music department.  

Stay tuned for music videos in worship as well—being unable to 

sing live won’t stop us from carefully, prayerfully lifting our voices 

to the Lord.  

I pray that you find abundant music in your heart this advent sea-

son, and all year long. 

Jessica Bardelli, Music Director 


