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French Fries and Giving
Imagine if a father took his son
to McDonald’s and bought him
a large order of french fries.
You know what happens when
you are in a car, with the windows down, and you have a
bag of French fries on the seat
next to you. The entire car fills
up with that enticing aroma and you must have one before
you hit your driveway.
And, as they were driving home, the father thought, “Man,
those fries sure do smell yummy.” But, when he reached over
to take just one french fry, his son pushed his hand away and
said, “Dad, you can’t have one. These are my fries!”

As they continued to drive along, the man thought, “Wow.
First of all, my child has forgotten that I am the source of all
he’s got. I brought him to McDonald’s, ordered the fries, paid
for them, and handed the fries to him. The only reason he has
fries is because of me!
“And my child doesn’t realize I could take those fries away if I
wanted to. I could just grab the whole box and eat them myself. Or I could buy my son french fries every day of his life!
“What’s more”, the dad thought, “I don’t need his fries. If I
wanted some, I could have gotten my own order. But I want
him to learn to be unselfish.”
When it comes to God and your finances, do you ever find
yourself being like the boy with his french fries? When you
feel God prompting you to use your money in a certain way,
do you want to push him away and keep your money for yourself?
In the story, the dad wanted his son to understand three
things that are the same lessons God wants you to learn
about money.

Continued on next page….

We are pleased to have the capability to live-stream and
video our service from our sanctuary. Just click on the link
below and it will take you to the new BUMC YouTube
channel. We suggest you save this link to your “Favorites”
in your web browser so you can easily access it. This link
can also be found on the BUMC website.
This link will always take you to the channel where you will
find previous live-streamed services, and be able to connect to the current weekly live-stream. Again, the livestream begins either at 8:30 or at 10:00 am on Sunday
mornings. You can always go back and watch any livestreamed service at a later date.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCok6vCI5EnWaCpjARNbaH2g

How To Call In & Hear Messages
Anyone who does not have access to a computer can now call in to listen to the weekly messages at
10am on Sundays. Listeners should call either 1-312-6266799 or 1-929-205-6099 (providing both numbers in case
one has a problem/is busy/etc). When prompted, enter
the meeting ID 113-104-770 and press #, then just press
# again when asked for their participant ID.
Please consider joining our
stewardship campaign for 2021.
Covid 19 has taken its toll on
our church so your giving helps
us to continue to do the work
that God has called us to do
here at BUMC.

Thank you!

Fear in Times of Covid
By Jessica Bardelli
Last week I got a call from my boss that one of my coworkers had received a
positive Covid test. This is the kind of call no one wants to get, but sort of expects—is today the day the virus will get too close for comfort? Immediately I
ran to the testing center, and after several hours in line, began my quarantine.
During that time I had to process a lot of fear and worry. I had to reach out to
my bell choir to cancel rehearsal, knowing that they would now all be concerned. I had to speak to the (admittedly very few) people I had been in contact
with, which would lead them to be afraid that maybe now they would have the
virus. I worried over my own health—what if I was one of the unlucky ones who
contracted Covid badly, and ended up hospitalized?

How to contact
the Pastor
Feel free to contact Pastor John:
Cell Number 203-312-6789 Call or Text
Email: pastorjohnparille@gmail.com

We’re taught by God not to fear, but in a situation like this, those words can feel
impossible. How do I give my worry up to Him when it’s all-consuming, and I
have nothing but time alone to let the fear take over?
I prayed, and I asked for others to pray for me. I was offered help—grocery delivery, Zoom chats, offers to bring over books— and I accepted. The faith and
generosity of our Christian community is a powerful presence during times of
trouble. Through their help, I began to fear less, and to give my trials up to God.
Happily, I received a negative test result a few days later, and was able to leave
isolation. Before I did, I gave thanks to God, for the blessings of health and for
the kindness and faith of those around me.
If you are afraid right now, whether it’s due to Covid, something in your daily
life, anything at all, I urge you to reach out to the Lord and to your brothers and
sisters in Christ. This community is a gift, and we are blessed to share Christ’s
blessings together.
Psalm 56:3 “When I am afraid, I put my trust in You.“
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First, he wants us to know it’s not our money. We don’t really own anything; everything we think we own is on loan from God. Next, God could
take our money away in an instant, or He could double it or triple it. And,
lastly, what he wants most of all is for all of us to learn to not be selfish and
be more like him.
What happens when you learn to be more generous with your money? You
become less selfish—more like God—and then he will give you more because he can trust you. And it comes without shame, guilt, or regret.
“When the LORD blesses you with riches, you have nothing to regret”
Proverbs 10:22. Learning to trust God with your money and to become
more like him in the way you use your money is a lifelong process. Start
making choices today that will move you toward this goal.

Pastor John Parille

Join us on Monday nights at 7:00 pm for on virtual small groups! Please visit our website for
more detailed information found under announcements . Below is the link to the church
website

https://www.bethelmethodist.net/

USHERS ARE NEEDED!
Are you being called to serve? Not sure where
to start? We are in need of ushers for both 8:30
and 10:00 services. Contact Victor Holomakoff
for details or to volunteer.

Make a Joyful Noise!
We are thrilled to have our bell choir back in service, and are welcoming NEW RINGERS! Basic
music reading skills are a plus, but not necessary
(we can teach you!). Bells rehearse on Thursdays
from 7pm-8:30pm in the sanctuary. Please contact Jessica Bardelli if you have questions, or are
interested in joining: jessicabardelli@gmail.com.

