
CHURCH 
N E W S  

A Season of Thanksgiving 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to 

Your name, O Most High. — Psalm 92:1 

Hello Saints!  

Just like that, Thanksgiving is here and the season of Ad-

vent is just around the corner. One thing I have found as a 

pastor is that people sometimes have trouble asking God 

for special blessings. I compare it to one of my daughters 

coming to me and asking for my help, advice or just an ear 

to listen to their situation.  

I’m always happy to try to be of help in anyway I can! I 

love them and want only the best for their lives. God is no 

different with us, he definitely wants all good things for 

you and your loved ones.  

So yes, go ahead and ask God for any special blessing that 

you feel you may need. However, there is one thing that I 

would suggest you do before you go ahead and ask God 

for any blessing….first, take a moment to THANK Him! 

Do you enjoy good health? Thank God for it. Do you live in 

a comfortable house and have enough to eat? Praise God 

for what He has provided to you. The psalmist said, “It is 

good to give thanks to the Lord” (92:1).  

I truly believe that when we thank God for the things we 

usually don’t really even think about, it opens our minds 

and our hearts to appreciate what God is doing in our 

lives every single day.  

This is something that we can do every day of the year, 

not just around Thanksgiving.  Ask God for whatever your 

heart desires, but go the extra mile, and thank God for all 

that He provides!  

Have a safe and Blessed Thanksgiving.  

 

Pastor John 

We have been working for quite some time now getting 

our new live-stream system up and running. We are 

pleased to announce that we now have the capability to 

live-stream and video our service from our sanctuary.  

Just click on the link below and it will take you to the new 

BUMC YouTube channel.  We suggest you save this link to 

your “Favorites” in your web browser so you can easily 

access it. This link can also be found on the BUMC website. 

This link will always take you to the channel where you will 

find previous live-streamed services, and be able to con-

nect to the current weekly live-stream.  

Again, the live-stream either at the 8:30 or the 10:00 am 

service each Sunday morning. You can always go back and 

watch any live- streamed service at a later date. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCok6vCI5EnWaCpjARNbaH2g  
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Many have been asking about their giving for the 

church. We have set up online giving for BUMC. There 

is a link with specific instructions on how you can sign 

up and create your own safe, personal account. Just 

got to the BUMC website and find the link.  

Please note, giving can still be mailed into your per-

spective church as we are still making deposits and 

paying expenses.  



Join us on Monday nights at 7:00 pm for on vir-

tual small groups! Please visit our website for 

more detailed information found under an-

nouncements . Below is the link to the church 

website 

https://www.bethelmethodist.net/ 

How to contact  

the Pastor 

Feel free to contact Pastor John: 

Cell Number 203-312-6789  Call or Text 

Email: pastorjohnparille@gmail.com 

Why I Serve 

This column will feature different church 
members sharing what led them to 
serve at BUMC and beyond. This week’s 
witness is from Council Chair, Chris Bar-
nabo.  

My call to serve at BUMC started gently 
on a bright fall day when I saw a crowd of 
teenagers on Greenwood Avenue waving 
signs for a car wash.  It was a fundraiser 
for ASP, and while I waited for the car to be washed I spoke to volunteers excit-
ed for their trip and thought "THIS is where I want my kids to grow up."  At first 
we simply worshiped on Sundays - with two young boys I didn't feel I could com-
mit to singing in the choir, and the possibility of other ways to serve didn't really 
occur to me.  But then came the occasional music role; an invitation to serve on 
ASP where I really got to know other members of our church; an invitation to 
serve on a committee - and I could hear the call coming louder to use my time, 
talents, and treasure not only to serve the Lord, but to know Him better and 
help introduce Him to others.  I could never have imagined on that bright fall 
day long ago how deeply fulfilling serving in His church could be, and it all start-
ed with small, single steps.  

God needs you in His church, and is gently calling - listen, and take your next 

step on His path! 

OUTREACH is Working Overtime 

By Carol Morey 

The covid crisis has caused many people to lose their jobs in the Danbury area. Families are struggling to pay rent and buy gro-
ceries. Despite having several food pantries in the area, social workers are telling us that many families desperately need more 
food. BUMC Outreach has done its best to help relieve the shortage. We donated bags of canned goods to the Brotherhood-in-
Action Food Drive. We have given food and Aldi’s gift cards to Wellmore (our Covenant to Care agency) monthly, and we contin-
ue to make monthly donations of Shoprite gift cards to the Comida Food Pantry. 

As the temperatures dropped there was an appeal for warm clothing for the growing population of homeless men. We delivered 
some hats, gloves, hooded sweatshirts, socks, and 2 coats to Dorothy Day Center. Thank you to the 3 families who made that 
happen. The coats were gently used and all the other items were brand new! 

We were also able to donate 3 brand new leather jackets to be shared with the community (a generous gift from a church mem-
ber’s employer). These were delivered to the Wellmore agency, who gave the jackets to3 lucky men from the 38 families they 
are servicing.  

Outreach is now turning its attention to Thanksgiving. We will be sending out a card, which will be mailed to 20 people who are 
unable to attend church. Wellmore will be distributing Thanksgiving dinners to their clients. They would greatly appreciate $25 
Aldi’s gift cards to help with the project (contact Carol to donate) 

Bethel Social Services will soon be identifying 20 children in need of Christmas gifts. Wellmore is only allowed to accept $25 
Walmart or Target gift cards. The social workers will use them to purchase gifts for their children. 

You can be a wonderful part of the holiday giving in several ways! $25 gift cards are needed from Aldi’s, Shop Rite, Walmart, or 

Target. Please contact Carol Morey [ damorey@comcast.net ] if you would love to help. Thank you for caring about our commu-

nity!  

mailto:damorey@comcast.net


To minimize the spread of COVID, we are requesting that everyone access the church through the front 

doors. The side entrance will be locked.  As you come up the sidewalk, you will notice these signs informing you what will be ex-

pected as you enter the church:  

Please be aware that you MUST wear a mask and have your temperature taken. You will also be asked to provide your name as 

we need to document anyone who joins us for worship to fulfill tracing guidelines. You are also expected to practice safe social 

distancing by staying 6 feet apart from all individuals, and refraining from handshaking or hugging.  

You will be greeted by an usher who will direct you to either the left or right side of 

the church. Another usher will guide you to the next open row and seat. Please understand, you MUST sit in the seat that 

the usher has assigned you to. We have very strict guidelines that must be followed to provide proper social distancing 

seating in the pews. We need to fill the front rows first, and then work our way back to allow empty seats for late comers.  

The balcony will only be utilized once the lower level sanctuary seating is filled. Families who live in the same household 

must sit together. Children MUST remain with the adults who brought them to church at ALL times.  

Because of COVID we have very strict directives from the Office 

of the Bishop of what we can and cannot do during the service at this time. There will be no bulletins or hymnals as we are 

not having any music. Below is the format of the service; 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship. Words will be on the overhead screen  

Pastoral Prayer. Please note that we cannot take joys & concerns from the floor. Please visit our website and click on the 

“prayer” heading. At the bottom of that page you will find a confidential “Submit Prayer Request” link. Any joys and con-

cerns that are received no later than Friday at 5:00 pm will be included in the next Sunday service.  

Offering. To lower the risk of COVID, we will not be using the collection plates. A drop off container will be available for 

you to leave your offering in as you exit the church. The pastor will provide a blessing over the offering.  

Scripture Reading. Words will be on the overhead screen  

Passing of the Peace. To maintain social distancing, you MUST remain in your pew and in your assigned seat area. Feel 

free to stand and wave, or offer a peace sign to all of those around you. Do not leave your pew please! 

Sermon & Benediction. After the sermon is completed, we will go directly into the closing prayer and Benediction. We are 

not allowed to provide communion at this time. Once final prayer is completed, we ask that everyone leave the building and 

not stop to talk to others in the building. Feel free to fellowship outside as you feel safe to do so.  

Remember, our ushers are volunteers and are only following the rules that have been given to them. Thank you! 


