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Message from the Pastor, 

Christ came on earth to reveal an extraordinary message, a message of love, hope, joy and peace. Christ asks us to have love for one 
another, to be reconciled to one another and to accept one another, right where we are at.   

 

One of my favorite things that Jesus tell us is: “I have come so that you may have life and have it more abundantly.” Giving us life is 
the first purpose for which Jesus came into the world. The second purpose is that the life promised by Christ is a source of joy and 
hope. By His coming, the promise of salvation and eternal life has been achieved. We are now children of God and we will never 
have to wander in darkness but always in the source of Light: Jesus Christ Himself.  

 

Each of us has been entrusted with a special gift, a serious and sacred responsibility: to show others how the mystery of God is 
among us. We are called to go out into the world and share the message of God’s love for all mankind.    
 

My brothers and sisters, let the joy of Christmas penetrate our hearts and souls, so we may change our lives to become peacemak-
ers, love others as we love ourselves, and love God above all things.  
 

With gratitude for all you have been and done to grace the Bethel United Methodist Church, I hold you in my heart and in my prayer 
this Christmas season, asking God to bless you with peace, joy, hope and love.  

 
  May you have a blessed Christmas!     In Christ, Rev. John Parille Senior Pastor 

Last Sunday’s Gifts to the Christ Child from the Congregation included: counseling; service on Nurture & Outreach; serving on recy-

cling group; trumpet; my service; my music; my family’s faith; singing; being a good disciple; music; homemade wrapping paper; 

dance; baking; gardening; working with the children of BUMC; leadership; kindness; speaking-giving self; love & kindness; gardening 

the side of the church garden and selling plants for the outreach fund; crafting, outreach, food pantry; kitchen; to care for his four 

legged creatures; to help the kids behind the scenes with their sport of the arts (guard); helping the social workers when a child or 

family needs something; serving coffee; spread kindness and love; making dinner; love; compassion/kindness; bake a dessert or 

make an appetizer; scripture reading; serving where needed; helping my family around the house; helping people in need; counsel-

ing and baking; plumbing & heating and Christmas cookie taste testing. 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of Service, but the same Lord.  There are different 

kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men & women” – 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
Once again the BUMC Family has  
opened its heart to the needs of others.  
Desperate needs continued right up to  
Christmas Day. Two families had been  
without coats, scarves, gloves and hats  
and we provided warm clothing for them! Your gifts  
brought comfort and joy to 34 children and 2 adults. We delivered 
gifts to Bethel children, to Wellmore Agency children, and to two 
different families experiencing trauma and having few resources. 
We all thank you for shopping for just the right size and just the 
right gift for that special person on your tag. We hope the experi-
ence of sharing gave you a little warm glow of contentment and 
we ask that you keep these special people in your prayers. May 
they feel the love of Christ through your rich spirit of giving. 

                    
  “The UMW wishes everyone a blessed   
           Christmas & Peace  in the New Year.” 

The Food Pantry needs the following: Paper products,  

feminine products, condiments, crackers, baking items, 

 juice & cereal. The pantry serves  Bethel  Families.  

Their phone number is 203-947-1754 

As many of you have seen, we have been continuing to 

improve our building facilities here at BUMC. The new 

office for the pastor is almost complete, which means a 

new family room and practice room for our Bell choir is 

about to come to pass. Room 206 is going to be com-

pletely refurbished including new paint and furniture in 

the next few weeks. We will now have another space for 

small groups which will be a twin of Wesley Lounge.  

I wanted to make everyone aware of another big change 

coming. As we see, our world is full of evil people who 

think nothing of harming others any place and at any-

time. We have been working on a plan to make our 

building safer and more secure.  Beginning December 

26, contractors will begin installing a key fob security 

system. This system will make our building safe and se-

cure, especially during worship times.   

  

Not everyone will need to have a key fob. The doors will 

be opened as needed based upon events. However, 

once the system is completed, the side door by Mitchell 

Hall will lock automatically ten minutes after services 

begins. The reason for this is to be sure our kids are safe 

during Sunday school. The only way into the building at 

this time will be through the front doors. 

We will keep you posted as we go along on how this new 

system may impact you. I just wanted to share infor-

mation as it comes along.  - In Christ, Rev. John Parille 



Prelude                       Into Our Hearts/O Little Town of Bethlehem                                 arr. C. McMillen            

Introit                Angels From The Realms Of Glory                                        arr. J. Schrader       

Call to Worship:  

L: It's the day before Christmas Eve! How quickly this time has come upon us! 

P: We are breathless. Still so much to be done. 

L: Calm your spirits. Take time to hear the wondrous news. 

P: Open our ears to hear Gods message this morning 

L: Believe in the good news and let your hearts be at peace! 

P: We believe and rejoice! God's love is here with us! AMEN. 
 

Hymns of Praise:            #223 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light  
                                           # 242 Love Came Down At Christmas  
Welcome & Announcements    

         Lighting of the Advent Candles    8:30am Bobbi Jo Beers    10:00am   Dave McClain & Family 

                                       Children  dismissed to their classrooms (10:00am only) 

Pastoral Prayer    

                                        a time to share our joys and concerns as a church family       

    

The Offertory                              O Come O Come Emmanuel                  arr. M. McDonald & S. Nelson  
               Hallelujah! God Has Come                          (10:00am)      S. Aldredge                                                           
                                                                          

          # 94  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow   
 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 2: 1-12                                                                                      

 

* Hymn of Preparation     #221 In The Bleak Midwinter  

* Passing of Greetings & Peace 

Sermon: Advent Week 4: God's Christmas Ornament                         Pastor John Parille  

Holy Communion  All are Welcome!       
                              Communion is served at the altar. Please come down from balcony.   

   Lamb of God (sung in unison) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world. Grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 

                           #3066 Still, Still, Still  

*Hymn of Response #218 It Came Upon A Midnight Clear v. 1-3  

Choral Benediction    Benediction Of Hope         J. Hoelscher      (10:00am only) Chancel Choir 

• Benediction & Closing Prayer    

 * Please stand if able.                   Large print  hymnals are available– please ask an usher.  

 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

Heartbeat News from the Pews 

New to the church? Here is some helpful information! 

Restrooms: The restrooms are located through the side door 

on the right of the sanctuary, go through both doors and make 

a left then a quick right. They are towards the end of the hall-

way on the right. Each restroom is equipped with a commode. 

Nursery Care & Children’s Church: 10:00 am. Children go to 

Sunday School directly after announcements.  Nursery is availa-

ble for ages 2 and under.  

Information Center: Here you will find lost and found, upcom-

ing event information as well as brochures and other pieces of 

information about our church. It is located just outside Fellow-

ship Hall which is located on the lower level.  

Safety: For the convenience of those who wish to cleanse their 

hands after exchanging signs of peace and before handling the 

communion elements, there are alcohol gel pumps available. 

Office Hours: Monday office closed. Regular office hours are 

Tuesday through Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Maureen Raftery

 

10:00am: Steve & Patty Deuschle 
Counters: Bill Struth & Tom Wolff 
Greeters 10:00am: Deb & Dave Albin 
Ushers:  Team B: Alan Brown, Art Langer, Don Olson 
Coffee Hosts: Stephen Ippolito 
 

 

 
This Week’s BUMC Calendar: 

Sun. 12/23      South Campus Bethel 

     8:30am & 10:00am Worship 

     Sunday School 

                              North Campus Gaylordsville 

                                 10:00am Worship   

Mon. 12/24 5:00pm  

  9:00pm 

Tues. 12/25 Christmas Day 

Wed.    12/26  

Thurs. 12/27 6:30pm Bell Choir 

  7:30pm Choir 

Fri. 12/28  

Sat.      12/29  

Sun. 12/30 South Campus Bethel 

    8:30am & 10:00am Worship  

                North Campus  & South Campus 

                                10:00am Worship   

Coming Events:     Save the Date:    

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT RECHARGE DEC. 26TH  

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON DECEMBER 30TH  
 

 My idea of Christmas, 
whether old-fashioned or 
modern, is very simple: 
loving others!"  
 ―Bob Hope  

 We want to thank Jessica 
Bardelli for all of her work 
to provide us with such 
beautiful and inspiring  

                                music during this season  
                                of Advent.  

Christmas Eve  

Services—  

5:00pm & 9:00pm 
 


