
December 02 2018 

141 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel, CT  06801     Office Phone 203-743-6835 

www.bethelmethodist.net 

Rev. John Parille -  Senior Pastor     Email:  pastorjohnparille@gmail.com 

Pastor Emeritus – The Rev. Robert T. Johnson 

Cheryl DePoi– Administrative Assistant  email: bmethodistchurch@snet.net    

Jessica Bardelli - Music Director     Sarah DeShan - Accompanist      

NORTH CAMPUS 

687 Kent Rd, Gaylordsville, CT 06755   Office Phone (860) 355-0553  

Pastor John Esposito – Campus Pastor Email: pastorjohnesposito@gmail.com 

www. gumcinct.org 

Our Mission is all about Knowing Jesus &  

Making Jesus Known in the Heart of Bethel and Beyond 

 

 

 

 

*

 

VPS is having their  1st fundraiser of the year!  
Order forms are  available for Kansas  
Maid (formerly Butter Braid) Braided Pastry fundraiser.  This  event 
helps raise  extra money for VPS’s  toys, instructional materials, 
field trips and events. Every little bit helps build an environment 
that encourages and enhances our children’s learning. 
 

Order by Dec. 5th. The share of the profits increases the more is 
sell, so don’t forget to ask family, friends, neighbors and co-workers 
if they’d like to buy some yummy pastries! Delivery is Dec. 18th.  - 
forms are available  in the Narthex.  

The Food Pantry needs the following: Paper products,  

feminine products, condiments, crackers, baking 

items, juice & cereal. The  pantry serves  Bethel  

Families. Their phone number is 203-947-1754 

Hello Saints, I wonder what the response might be if I hung a 
sign on the front door that read "Only well behaved children are 
allowed in this church." I think most would have a problem with 
this and would let me know it! Yet, this exact message is sent 
explicitly through dirty looks, stares or even an unkind word to a 
parent.   
 

I fully understand that people want to focus their attention on 
the liturgy and not be distracted by noises in the church, howev-
er, let’s consider what Jesus had to say on the subject of children 
when adults began to push them away so that the “adult” inter-
actions could take place: 
 
 “And they were bringing children to Him that He might touch 
them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, He 
was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the children come to Me; 
do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it.’ And He took them in His arms and 
blessed them, laying His hands on them.” – Mark 10:13-16 

 

This account was so important that it is included in Matthew’s, 
Mark’s and Luke’s Gospels. Turning toward someone with a 
noisy baby or child and giving them an angry glare might success-
fully convince them to take the child out of the church, but it 
also might mean that family won't want to return for a long 
time, if at all. Is that really the message we want to send?  
Friends, we have no idea what is going on in peoples' lives, and 
this short period of time in church may just be the difference in 
their life that will help them to believe that God is at work and 
that there is hope. As the church continues to grow and impact 
new lives, let us all be mindful of the words of Jesus. We know 
that children are a gift to the church, so we should do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help and bless all. Pastor John  

UMW Christmas Dinner will be held on  
December 11th at 6:30pm at Whitlock’s.  
ALL Women are welcome! 
Bring warm winter socks for homeless men and  
women (instead of a grab bag) they will be  
delivered to the Dorothy Day House.  
 
*The UMW sent monies to the following in November: 
Red Bird Mission, UMCOR, UNICEF, Bethel Food Pantry 
Gift in Memory of Jim Pugliatti, Bethel Social Services & 
Wesley Village 
Our 2018 donations by region.   
Global     $695.91     20% 
National    $575.00     17% 
District      $558.75     16% 
BUMC      $825.00      24% 
Local        $825.00      24% 

Please join us for our Monthly 
Pasta Dinner 
December 8th  

Bethel United Methodist Church 

Serving 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

                                                Adults $10       

                      Seniors & Students with College ID $8       

                                 Kids $5 (under 5 eat free) 

Family max price $25 (parents & kids) 

Dinner includes: 

Salad with homemade dressings 

                            Pasta with marinara or meat sauce 

                                   Homemade meatballs .50 ea 

                                 Gluten free option available 

Desserts 

Dinners also available to go!  Call BUMC 203.743.6835 the day 

of dinner to place your order 

Family Sunday– Gifts for the 

Christ Child 

           December 16th 

Children & Youth are being 

asked to choose a gift to 

give. Some are going to 

perform, some draw a picture, or read something they wrote. 

Some might put a prayer or thought on a piece of paper and 

wrap it in a small box.  Wendy Williams needs to know what 

gifts they want to bring by December 8th at the latest in or-

der to put the program together. Parents please discuss this 

with your children. You can contact Wendy at williams-

bumc@gmail.com 

 the Giving Tree gifts are due 

back on Sunday, December 9th? 

Feel free to include my info: 

Carol Morey [203-744-

6345] damorey@comcast.net. 

mailto:damorey@comcast.net


Prelude                                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                               R. Prichard 

          

Introit                  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing    arr  J. Althouse      (10:00am) Chancel Choir             

Call to Worship: 

L: The days are shorter and darkness comes early to our lives. 
P: Lord, hear our prayers through the darkness. 
L: Come, seek the Lord. Place your hope in God's mercy and love. 
P: Lord, we seek your presence among us. 
L: Look closely! God is making us ready. 
P: Brighten our Spirits this day, and help us to receive your Good News. AMEN. 
 

Hymns of Praise:            #206 I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light  

                                           #213 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  

Welcome & Announcements    

            Lighting of the Advent Candles    

    8:30am Peter Eckert   10:00am Patricia Hutchinson & Julien Schaad 

                                 Children  dismissed to their classrooms (10:00am only) 

Pastoral Prayer    

                                        a time to share our joys and concerns as a church family 

The Offertory                           In the Bleak Midwinter                  arr. G. Sprunger                     (8:30am)  
                                             Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night          M. Culloton   (10:00am)  Chancel Choir       
                                  

          # 94  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow   
 

Scripture Reading:    Luke 1:39-45 (NIV)  

* Hymn of Preparation     #211 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 1,2,4,6  

* Passing of Greetings & Peace 

Sermon:   Advent; Unexpected Surprises from God       Pastor John Parille 

Holy Communion  All are Welcome!       
                              Communion is served at the altar. Please come down from balcony.   

   Lamb of God (sung in unison) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us, mercy on us, mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world. Grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 

                           # 2196 We Walk By Faith  

* Hymn of Response #77 How Great Thou Art  

Choral Benediction    Benediction Of Hope         J. Hoelscher      (10:00am only) Chancel Choir 

• Benediction & Closing Prayer    

 * Please stand if able.                   Large print  hymnals are available– please ask an usher.  

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

Heartbeat News from the Pews 

New to the church? Here is some helpful information! 

Restrooms: The restrooms are located through the side door 

on the right of the sanctuary, go through both doors and 

make a left then a quick right. They are towards the end of the 

hallway on the right. Each restroom is equipped with a com-

mode. 

Nursery Care & Children’s Church: 10:00 am. Children go to 

Sunday School directly after announcements.  Nursery is avail-

able for ages 2 and under.  

Information Center: Here you will find lost and found, upcom-

ing event information as well as brochures and other pieces of 

information about our church. It is located just outside Fellow-

ship Hall which is located on the lower level.  

Safety: For the convenience of those who wish to cleanse 

their hands after exchanging signs of peace and before han-

dling the communion elements, there are alcohol gel pumps 

available. 

Office Hours: Monday office closed. Regular office hours are 

Tuesday through Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
Readers & Communion Stewards  
8:30am: Peter Eckert 

 

10:00am: Lisa Gallichio & Bill Struth 
Counters: Tracy Brown & Krista Mayer 
Greeters 8:30am: Peter Eckert 
Greeters 10:00am: Debbie Parks & Dawn Tomaino 
Ushers:  Team C: Debbie Albin, Krista Mayer, Frank  
Tomaino, Andrew Serfilippi 
Coffee Hosts: Peter DeJesus 

 

 

 

This Week’s BUMC Calendar: 

Sun. 12/02   South Campus Bethel 

   8:30am  & 10:00am  Worship 

   Sunday School 

                                 UMW Soup Sale 

                                 4:00pm Hanging of the Greens  

                              North Campus Gaylordsville 

                                 10:00am Worship   

Mon. 12/03 7:00pm Brotherhood in Christ 

  7:00pm Sisterhood in Christ  

Tues. 12/04 2:00pm Food Pantry 

  7:30pm  Church Council 

Wed.    12/05 7:00pm Wednesday Night Recharge 

Thurs. 12/06 6:30pm Bell Choir 

  7:30pm Choir 

Fri. 12/07  

Sat.      12/08 11:00am  Bottle Collection 

  5:30pm Pasta Dinner 

Sun. 12/09 South Campus Bethel 

    8:30am  & 10:00am   Worship 

  Sunday School 

                North Campus  & South Campus 

                                10:00am Worship   

Coming Events:     Save the Date:    

Family Sunday– Gifts for the Christ Child—December 16th 

 

Christmas Eve Services—  

       5:00pm & 9:00pm 

 

“God is always faithful 
to His promises, but He 
often surprises us in the 
way He fulfills them.” 
— Pope Benedict XVI 

Thanks to Jessica Bardelli 
and Sarah Deshan for their 
time and talents in putting 

together our Hanging of  the Greens Service today!   

It’s not too late to join  us at  

The Service of the Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday December 2nd from 4pm –5:00pm 


