•

“Worship is a lifestyle! What you do throughout the day is
your act of worship to God.”
Patrick Mabilo

•

“It is the pleasing of God that is at the heart of worship!”
R.C. Sproul

A time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they
are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks
(John 4:23).
Have you ever felt intense pain possibly
from a debilitating headache that prevented
you from attending church services with a
local church family? When that happens, do
you grieve the loss of community worship?
It is just not the same watching worship
online (thank God for the technology and
for churches that offer online worship). But
it is not the same.
With online services, at times you have to
deal with poor sound and video quality. Or
when trying to worship at home, there are
the distractions inside your home. You
remember the dishes need washed or the
clothes folded; maybe the dog needs walked,
or lunch started (so you try to cook while the
sermon is playing in the background).
Maybe we just need to hear the words of the
hymn that remind us to: “Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. Naught be all else
to me save that Thou art. Thou my best
thought, by day and by night. Waking or
sleeping, Thy presence my light.” When we
can allow God to be our vision, then we can
focus on the gift of God’s constant presence.
And when that happens, then we can worship Him while sitting in our living rooms.
Scripture
affirms the vital, essential
nature of corporate worship (Hebrews 10:24
-25). “And let us consider how we may spur
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one another on toward love and good
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.“ God’s not bound
within the walls of a church building.
During Jesus’ chat with the Samaritan
woman at the well, He defiled all expectations of the Messiah (John 4:9). Instead of
condemning the woman, Jesus spoke truth
and loved her as she stood next to that well
(v. 10). He revealed His intimate sovereign
knowledge of His children (vv. 17-18). Proclaiming His deity, Jesus declared that the
Holy Spirit evoked true worship from the
hearts of God’s people, not from a specific
location (vv. 23-24).

Troutman, N.C.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Church Meetings
Staff Parish October 13th @ 5:45 PM
Administrative Council, Sunday,
October 10th @ 11:30 AM
Cub Scouts
Meet Monday evenings at church
7:00—8:30 PM

Drive-Thru Church Event
When we focus on who God is, what he’s
October 16th 4:00—6:30 PM
done, and all he’s promised, we can rejoice
in His constant presence as we worship Him Compassion Crafters Workday(s)
with other believers, in our living rooms, in
Thursday 10/21 & 10/28
a sanctuary...and everywhere! Because God
Bible Study (@ Fellowship Hall
is with us. His presence never leaves us.
& Online via Phone)
Where do you enjoy worshipping God?
October 6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th
How do you enjoy His presence and experi@ 6:30 PM
ence His joy while worshipping Him?
Revelation: Extravagant Hope
Prayer— Amazing God, please help me
worship You as I rejoice in who You are,
Stay tuned—
what You’ve done, and all of your promises
to do for me. Thank you for the truth of Wonderful Wednesday Meal and
Programming set to resume in
your Holy Word (your scriptures). Amen
November. Watch for more
details.
Pastor Jeff Hamrick

October Birthdays
October 1 — Ronnie Guill
October 9 — Kenny Bradburn
October 11 — Phil Hurst
October 12 — Sarah Owens
October 15 — Gilda Pryor
October 16 — Frank Sims
October 30 — Nan Williams
NOVEMBER Birthdays
November 8th - Don Levan
November 9th - Missy Jablonski
November 12th - Kaitlyn Adams
Whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus
Colossians 3:17
What kind of legacy are you leaving or
want to leave for your children? One father
shared with his son that he did not have
much to leave for his son. He later shared
that he did have a good name, then later he
explained so “don’t mess up.” Those wise,
weighty words were uttered by Mr. Johnnie
Bettis as his son Jerome (Pittsburg Steelers
star player) was leaving home for college.
Jerome quoted his father in his
American Professional Football Hall of
Fame acceptance speech. These wise words
Jerome carried with him throughout his
life and have been so influential that he
closed his riveting speech with similar
words to his own son. “Son, there’s not
much that I can give you that’s more important than our good name.”
A good name is vital for believers in
Jesus. Paul’s words in Colossians 3:12-17
remind us who it is that we represent (v.
17). Character is like the clothing that we
wear; and this passage puts the “Jesus
label” of clothing on display: “As God’s
chosen people clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,
and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another. And over all these virtues
put on love” (vv. 12-14). These are not just
our Sunday clothes.” we are to wear them
everywhere, all the time as God works in us
to reflect Him.

When our lives are characterized by
these qualities, we demonstrate that we
have His name. Just like the children’s
book, “The Emperor’s New Clothes,” we
will have the best clothes in the whole town
because they are the Jesus Label.
As you evaluate your wardrobe, how
“well dressed” are you with Jesus’ character? How can you seek His wisdom, power,
and guidance to reflect Him even more
clearly?
Proverbs 22:1—”Choose a good reputation
over great riches; being held in high esteem is better than silver or gold.”
Your names and your photos give you a
unique identity. Make and maintain a
good name in the hearts of people. Paint
good photos in their minds.
Author unknown
Prayer—Father, forgive me when I don’t
represent Jesus well. Give me strength and
courage to be better dressed for Your
glory and Christ’s name sake. Amen.

November 17th - Shirley Boger
November 22nd - Gordan Hebbard
November 24th - Donna Auld
November 28th - Virgil Crater

October 10 — Craig & Beth Sasser
October 11 — Jeff & Brenda Maloney
October 19 — Virgil & Laura Crater
October 21 — Warren & Nancy Nye
November 20th - Larry & Nancy
Sigmon

To Worship, To Learn, and To
Share the name of Jesus Christ
to others.
First Troutman United Methodist

CONTACT
704 528-5110
www.troutmanmethodist.com

P.O. Box 717
204 Mills Avenue

SOCIAL
Facebook
Facebook.com/TroutmanUMC

Upcoming Sermon Topics
October 24th - Deuteronomy 20
Victory is ours!
October 31st - Galatians 5:6-16
Hardwired for Connection!
November 7th - Philippians 4:6-7
All Saints Sunday
Turn Your Worries over to God!
November 14th 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Humbly Grateful or Gratefully Humble

Get Out of My Head
Sermon Series

November 21st - Philippians 3:18-21
Setting our Minds on Things Above!
November 28th - 1st Sunday of Advent

We continue our study series on Renewing our Minds entitled—Get
Luke 2:22-38, Romans 8:24-26
Out of My Head! We will focus on stopping the spiral thoughts that
Good News in Troubling Times!
bombard our minds. If you miss any of these messages, they are
available online at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
Bible Study Series
Revelation: Our Extravagant Hope

During the month of October & November
we continue our study in the Apocalyptic Book
of Revelation. Please study ahead the following chapters and come join us.
October 20th - No Bible Study
October 27th - Revelation Chapter 18 & 19
November 3rd - Revelation Chapters 20 & 21
November 10th - Revelation Chapter 22 &
Follow Up
November 17th - 14 Signs of the End Times

I Am Thankful
For flowers and squirrels and birds
that have wings.
For lions and tigers and all
living things.

CARING FOR ONE
ANOTHER

For mountains and rivers,
for water and air.

Please remember these shut-ins this month by sending them a card
letting them know you are praying for them.
Ms. Jean H. Ervin
Ms. Shirley Boger
Jurneys—Room #2 219 Skyuka Road
1942 Van Halen Dr. Troutman, NC 28166
Statesville, NC 28625

Mr. Don Levan
P.O. Box 671
Troutman, NC 28166

For Mom and Dad who
show me they care.
For food on my table,
and something to drink.
For yellow, orange, purple, and pink.
For love and caring people all around.
I am thankful.

American Red Cross Blood Mobile Drive - On Tuesday,
November 23rd from 3:00 to 7:30 PM, the American Red
Cross and Troutman First will sponsor a Blood Mobile Drive
at our church fellowship hall.
Currently there is a need for blood donations as blood
supplies are critical. The American Red Cross in particular
needs O+ or A+ blood types. If you can donate power blood
donation or regular donation, please sign up at American
Red Cross and search for our blood drive on November 23rd.
If you could assist at the blood mobile drive by checking in
blood donors, serving snacks, or setting up and tear down
before or after the blood mobile drive, please let us know at
the church office. (704) 528-5110.
Food For Thought—Drive Thru Meal
Saturday, November 13th, 4:00 to 6:30 PM, Troutman First
United Methodist will serve the community a free meal (drive
-thru style). The menu will consist of the following: Chicken,
gravy, dressing, green beans, cranberry sauce, roll, and
dessert. We need volunteers to help serve, cook, and direct
traffic for the event. If you could volunteer an hour, two, or
three, please let us know at the church office by Wednesday,
November 10th. Invite your friends, neighbors, and those
within the community to come enjoy a free meal. We will
serve until the food runs out. The past two events, we ran out
of food early.
Clothes & Food Ministry
Do you know someone who is in need of either clothes or food? Our clothes pantry is well-stocked
for winter and coats are starting to arrive for the fall/winter season. If you know someone who could
benefit from a fall wardrobe, please call the church office and let us make an appointment for these
individuals to browse the clothes closet. We have a huge assortment of large size-women’s clothes
(many brand new donated just recently). We also have a well-stocked food pantry thanks to the generosity of Troutman First UMC members. So, if you know someone who could use a box of food,
please have them call or stop by the church office so we can assist them with food. Blessings.

Thanksgiving - November Highlights
Happy Hearts Event—Thursday,
November 4th
On Thursday, November 4th, Thrivent Financial and Troutman First United Methodist will sponsor a Happy Heart Event
(open for all people). The event will feature speakers, music,
food, and fellowship. Thrivent will sponsor the meal. The meal
begins at 11:30 AM. To assure enough food is prepared for the
event, we need you to RSVP with the number attending - Please

call the church number (704) 528-5110 to RSVP. The workshop
that Thrivent is sponsoring is entitled: Prepare Wisely: End of
Life Strategies. The workshop will feature creating a solid strategy to make things easier for your family
after you are gone. Learn what documents you need so your final wishes are known and carried out.

A Thanksgiving Poem

What Can You Do in the Fall?

By Paul Laurence Dunbar

Tommy and Tina and Edgar, too
Went out to the yard for something to do

Thou hast, with ever watchful eye,
Looked down on us with holy care,

In the summer the three of them always
had fun
Running in sprinklers and enjoying the sun.
When winter comes they’ll make a snowman
They’ll try to build it as tall as they can.
But it’s not winter yet and it’s not clear at all
What kind of fun they can have in the fall.
They mope around the yard in back
They have to avoid Dad’s big leaf stack
He was out here all weekend
raking up a pile
He’ll be back to back it all up in a while.
And suddenly the kids all get a big grin
They race to the pile and dive right in.

And from thy storehouse in the sky
Hast scattered plenty everywhere.
Then lift we up our songs of praise
To thee, O Father, good and kind.
To thee, O Father, good and kind;
To thee we consecrate our days;
Be thine the temple of each mind.
With incense sweet our thanks ascend;
Before thy works our powers pall;
Though we should strive years without end,
We could not thank thee for them all.

Troutman First United Methodist
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The MESSENGER
Welcome October & November
Thank you for the cooler weather
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