
 

With the recent crispness in the air, have 

you noticed little yellow leaves falling from 

the trees and dancing across our porches 

and driveways. I love summer and part of 

me longs to whisper to the trees to ―hold 

on a little longer. Come on; you’ve got this, 

think green!‖ Maybe, I selflessly want them 

to hold on so I don’t have to rake the leaves 

from the yard. But graciously the tree lis-

tens to its Maker rather than my foolish 

whispers. In order to flourish in this new 

season, the tree must let go of its decayed 

leaves. They have performed well for a sea-

son, but their time has drawn to a close. 

Autumn is a wonderful time to observe 

nature. As I watch the swirling leaves 

stirred by the wind, I am reminded that 

they display an important lesson for all of 

us to follow suit in a way. Just as the trees 

don’t stubbornly hold on to their dead 

leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to any un-

necessary weight in our lives. When we 

long to enter a new season, the old can 

easily inhibit the new if we allow it. God’s 

Word reminds us to: 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 

brawling and slander, along with every 

form of malice. Be kind and compassion-

ate to one another, forgiving each other, 

just as in Christ God forgave 

you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV) 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we 

must first identify it. How can we do this? 

» By reading God’s Word.  

» By allowing His Spirit to show us the 

necessary heart changes we need.  

» By being willing to shun practices such 

as bitterness and anger.  

» By asking God to help us let go of the 

guilt from the past. 

     What are you holding on to today that is 

preventing a freshness to the season 

ahead? Could it be that the decayed leaves 

are piling up and your heart needs to dis-

card them for good? If so, why not reach 

out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear 

from you.  Ask Him to shine light on any 

thoughts, circumstances, habits or other 

―decayed leaves‖ you might be clinging to. 

As you watch the leaves fall during this 

season, our prayer is that you are remind-

ed to let go of anything that would hinder a 

fresh relationship with God. 
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Fall Is 
Here! 

I N S I D E  t h i s  i s s u e  

 When Jesus chose His first 

disciples, He selected busy 

men, but not too busy to put first 

things first.  

 When we become partners with 

Christ in His work, He becomes 

a partner with us in our work.  

 Get the pattern of your life from 

God, and then go about your 

work and be yourself.  

Phillips Brooks  

 A Christian Is 

          A mind, through which Christ 

thinks. A heart, through which Christ 

loves, A voice, through which Christ 

speaks, A hand, through which 

Christ lifts.  
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        As I have gotten older, I have 
become terrified of heights. With that 
being said, the last time I was at the 
Dollywood Theme Park, I was afraid 
to ride those rides that 
went high up in the air. 
While at the theme 
park, I discovered a 
simple truth: as much 
as I don’t like heights, I 
do not like disappoint-
ing my niece and neph-
ews. So, what did I do, 
when my nephew want-
ed to go on the Barn-
stormer ride, I realized 
that it was out of my 
comfort-zone! I must 
have asked him four-times if he was 
sure he wanted to do this. Needless to 
say he really wanted to ride this ride. 
My knuckles were white the whole 
time we were on the ride.  

     Why do I tell this story? Because 
there are many situations in life 
which gives us an unexplainable cour-
age to face even our deepest fears. 
The same is true in our lives of faith. I 
can’t tell you how many times I have 
sat at the bedside of a person who is 
dying and found myself in awe as he 
or she showed a courage and even 
readiness for going to be with their 

Lord and Savior. The only thing I can 
credit it to is faith. God promises that 
he will never leave or forsake us. He 
meant it! 

Faith unleashes a cour-

age both beautiful and 

unexplainable. Does 

that mean that if we 

find ourselves terrified 

of a given situation or 

afraid of what the fu-

ture may hold that we 

somehow have weak 

faith? No! Part of living 

a life of faith is knowing 

and trusting that when 

God has called us to a task or chal-

lenged us to face what we are afraid 

of; He will also give us the courage to 

see His calling through. And so, to my 

sisters and brothers in Christ, I want 

to challenge you to spend some time 

asking God to reveal His calling for 

you to you, and then trust that He will 

give you the courage to see that call-

ing through. Your brother in Christ,  

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R :  

God Given Courage  
―Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, 
for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you or forsake 
you.‖ Deuteronomy 31:6  

It’s the first day of Fall. A time of  

hot chocolatey mornings, and 

toasty marshmallow evenings, 

and best of all, leaping into leaves.      

Winnie the Pooh 

Autumn is a second 

spring  

when every leaf is a 

flower.  

Albert Camus 

Birthdays 

Oct. 1—Ronnie Guill 

Oct. 9—Kenny Bradburn 

Oct.11—Phil Hurst 

Oct. 12—Sarah Owens 

Oct. 15—Gilda Pryor 

Oct. 16-Frank Sims 

Oct. 30—Nan Williams 

Oct. 31-Elizabeth Vanvleet 

Pastor Jeff Hamrick 

During the month of October, we will con-
tinue our studies of Paul’s letter to the 

church in Corinth (2nd Corinthians) and 
begin a study of Galatians. 

October  7th—2nd Corinthians 8&9 

October 14th—2nd Corinthians 10&11 

October 21st-2nd Corinthians 12&13 

October 28th—Galatians 1&2 

On Wednesday, October 7th, 2020 we will return 
to meeting in person in our church fellowship hall. 
We will also offer dial-in options for Bible Study.  

October 2020 

 Bible Studies 
First Troutman United Methodist  

Oct. 10-Craig & Beth Sasser 
 

Oct. 11—Jeff & Brenda Maloney 
 

Oct. 19– Virgil & Laura Crater 
 

Oct. 21—Warren & Nancy Nye 



 

Trustees Happenings! 

Fall Service Opportunities 
At First Troutman United Methodist Church   

Month of  

October 2020 

 

Playground Work 2020—Mulch Spread  

Dead Tree removed from our 
Playground area for safety 

concerns.   

Troutman First Trustees have been hard at work during the last few months 
taking care of our church property. Saturday work day found several individu-
als who helped spread mulch to insure safety of children as they play on our 
playground equipment.  Mold & mildew around playground sign was 
scrubbed, cleaned and removed.  
 
A decaying, dead tree was removed from the playground area to prevent the 
tree from falling on local gas station or within playground area.  
 
Sidewalks around church / sanctuary steps were pressure washed.  
 
Brass in sanctuary polished (balcony, and altar (cross/candle).  
Pews were polished and dents repaired. New lighting was installed overhead 
(ask Jim Williams / Phil Brown—how many lightbulbs).  
 
Organ has been repaired—waiting for us to return so Kenny can bless us with 
great music.  Many other projects—these are only a few to share.  

It takes an army of professionals to remove 
a dead and decaying tree.  

World Communion Sunday  - Special love offering will be taken during our 
time of communion for the ―Good Samaritan’s Fund.”  This fund helps those 
who are in need within our church, community, and county.  
 
Trails For Treats Event  - First Troutman will participate in the Town of 
Troutman “Trails for Treats” event. We need your help. Will you purchase and 
donate candies (especially big bulk item) or donate money to  help purchase the 
necessary candy for this event? Last year, we estimated handing out over 1,300 
bags of candy to local area children. We need either candy and/or monies before 
Sunday, October 11th.  
 
Samaritan’s Shoebox Ministry  - Troutman First UMC will be collecting 
Shoeboxes for the Operation Christmas Child—Samaritan Purse ministry.  Start 
Collecting and filling shoeboxes now. If you don’t wish to fill a complete shoebox, 
maybe you could donate items on the following Sunday’s in October. 

October 4th  - Toothbrushes, Wash Clothes (no liquids, or pastes)                                  
October 11th  - School Supply Items (no scissors)                                                           
October 18th  -  Toy for Boy/Girl that will fit in shoebox (no war related items)  
October  25th  - Clothes for Boy/Girl that will fit in shoebox  



 

 

       THANK YOU for continuing to Give to TFUMC  

Thank you for continuing to give! We are so appreciative that you still continue to give 

during this crisis. As fall and winter months approach— please remember to give faithfully to the 

ministries of                                                       

our church.  Here are all the ways that you can continue to give:  

A. To give from home, visit our web-site www.troutmanmethodist.com,  and 

choose online giving. Your gift is a one-time secure financial donation.  

B. You can also send your checks via mail;  mail is checked every day!  
Troutman First UMC  
P.O. Box 717, 
Troutman, NC, 28166.  

 
C. Want to walk your check into the building? Visit us during our office hours 

Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m.– 1:00 p.m.   Thank you again for being faithful in your giving.   

October 4th  - Staff Parish Committee Meeting - After Morning Worship  

October  8th  - Nominations Committee Meeting @ 11:45 AM (Church Parlor) 

October 9th  - Compassion Crafters (Fellowship Hall at 9:00 AM—until)  

October 11th  - Finance Committee Meeting at 11:30 AM 

October 11th  - Trustees Committee Meeting at 11:45 AM  

October 17th  - Troop #174 Chicken BBQ Sale @ TFUMC  - 7:00 AM—2:00 PM  

October 18th  - Laity Sunday (Recognition of Laity) 

October 18th  - Safe Sanctuary Training Event (Attendees—all who work with children) 

October 23rd  - Compassion Crafters (Fellowship Hall at 9:00 AM—until)  

October 25th  - Administrative Council Meeting - After Morning Worship 

October 31st  - Town of Troutman Trails for Treats  - 4:00—6:00 PM 

http://www.troutmanmethodist.com


 

 

Thank you for continuing to give! We are so appreciative that you continue to give dur-

ing this crisis. As fall and winter months approach— please remember to give faithfully 

to the ministries of our church.  Here are all the ways that you can continue to give:  

A. To give from home, visit our web-site   

B. You can also send your checks to the office as mail is checked every day!  
Troutman First UMC  
P.O. Box 717, 
Troutman, NC, 28166.  

 
C. Want to walk your check  

 into the building? Visit us during our business hours Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m.– 

1:00 p.m. Thank you again for being faithful in giving.  

The Pumpkin Prayer   
 

 Open my mind so I can learn about you (cut off the top).  

   Take away all my sin and forgive me for the wrong things I do (clean out the inside).  

Open my eyes so Your love I will see (cut two eyes). 

I’m sorry for turning up my nose to all You’ve given me  (cut a nose). 

Open my ears so Your words I will hear (cut two ears).  

Open my mouth to tell others You’re near  (cut a mouth).  

Let Your light shine in me so others can see (place a candle inside).  

MY HAPPY LITTLE PUMPKIN SHOWS  

HOW MUCH GOD LOVES ME! 

Please send a note or card to the following  

First Troutman Member to let them know 

you are thinking of them and miss them.  

Show these members some TFUMC love.  

Ms. Maxine Warren 

Peach Tree Room #12 

2806 Peachtree Rd. 

Statesville, NC 28625 

 

Ms. Jean H. Ervin 

Jurneys Room #2 

1942 Van Haven Dr.  

Statesville, NC 28625 

Mr. Jack Ervin  

P.O. Box 394 

Troutman, NC 28166 

 

Ms. Nancy Nye 

P.O. Box 201 

Statesville, NC 28677 
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