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Thanking God for Your Servant Hearts
One of my favorite reality television series to watch is
Undercover Boss. The premise for the show is that the
leader of a large business comes into the enterprise as

an entry-level employee. In disguise, the executive trains to work in some capacity of the organization (front desk clerk, cook, factory worker, etc.). Toward the end of each episode, the employees

find out that they have been working alongside “the big boss.” This reveal almost always comes as
a shock. On most occasions, the executive is pleased with the worker’s job performance and they are
rewarded for their effective service. Most often, the boss will discover new ways to make the worker’s job more efficient or effective. The owner also finds interesting ways (vacations, debt erased,
etc.) to reward faithful employees. What motivates business owners to do all this? Often, the executive is simply so thankful for the servant heart that the employee has shown.
Whether or not our earthly employer ever acknowledges the work that we accomplish, we
know that our Lord Jesus has promised to stay with us always – even while at work. It doesn’t
matter if we are collecting a paycheck in a secular job, volunteering to teach Sunday school, keeping
the nursery, working in the clothes closet, or delivering meals to shut-ins, our Savior promises to be
with us (Matthew 28:20). There are times in our lives that we are aware of Jesus’ presence, and other
times He seems distant. But Jesus always sees what we do, hears what we say, and knows what we
think! How do you feel about this reveal? Every moment of every day, he is looking for reasons to
say, “well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).
In this season of Thanksgiving, I want to thank God for a church that continues to witness

God’s love to those that we serve. Thank you to all who give selfishly of your time, talent, monies,
and energy, to share Jesus’ compassion to the young, old, the sick, those in prison, the lonely, the
hungry, the poor, the discouraged, and confused (Matthew 25:34). I thank God for you, and for your
faithful service! Well done! Let us keep sharing and serving others in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen!
Happy Thanksgiving Pastor Jeff

OUR VISION: To be a spiritual connection in the Troutman community…..an example of
Christian love to all, and the body of Christ reaching out to those in need.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Dine with your neighbors. Join the conversation.

Free home cooked community meal
Hosted by:
Troutman 1st United Methodist Church
204 Mills Ave. 704-528-5110
EVERYONE WELCOME—NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Wednesday, November 23rd, at 6:00pm

“Food for Thought” – October 23rd, 2019
Wednesday, October 23rd, First Troutman sponsored a community event entitled “Food for
Thought.” The evening began with worship music led by Kenny Overcash & David Saleeby. After
music, Pastor Jeff gave a devotional based on Psalm 139:13-18 – “Fearfully and Wonderfully
Made.” The message challenged us to look at how unique each of us have been created and that
God knows us intimately inside and out. Then a delicious meal of Baked Ziti, Salad, Garlic Bread,
and homemade deserts were served to those attending. When the meal was completed, table
groups worked on becoming creative artists as they painted a pumpkin assigned to their table. It
was interesting to see how each pumpkin then became “fearfully and wonderfully made” by our
resident artists. Also, during the evening, Dawna Hamrick offered face painting for the little ones.
Special thank you – Danny Ervin for going and picking up pumpkins for the Event, Linda McCabe
& Sonya Yager, and all the cook team for preparing our delicious meal, all those who served the
meal, and led in table host discussions. Our next event will be Wednesday, November 13 th at 6:00
PM. The theme for this month will be “I Am Thankful” focusing on the Thanksgiving Holiday
approaching. Please help us spread the word and invite community residents and visitors to come
join us as we continue the conversations.

Compassion Crafters

Compassion Crafters is going strong. On Oct. 16, Sgt. Landon of the Troutman Police Dept.
was at our Wednesday night meal and we presented him with 50 of the cuddle bags which they
will use to help children in crisis or need. On October 25, Dawna Hamrick and myself were at
the skilled nursing unit at Iredell Hospital and presented Joan Johnson, Activity Director with
24 walker caddies and 4 lap afghans to be used for the patients in that unit. Both agencies were
very appreciative of what we are doing for them.
Sgt. Landon also indicated that they could use sensory/fidget blankets for autistic children. So
in the coming months we will be making those for the police department. We will continue to
make the cuddle bags, walker caddies, afghans, fidget blankets and quilts.
If you are interested in sewing or would like to learn we meet on the 2nd Friday and the last
Saturday of every month. If you are unable to come on those days and would like to sew at
home we have the materials and you can just contact me and we will make arrangements to get
the materials.
If you have any of the following and would like to get rid of them please donate to the Compassion
Crafters. We need hair ties, narrow ribbon, rick rack, fringe, buttons and flat shoe laces. We need these
for the fidget blankets and the walker caddies. Thank you for your support. Sonya Yager

Treasures of the Heart
In the twelfth chapter of Luke we hear Jesus say “Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”.
Often times, we look at these last eleven words, and just consider them a reflection of a giving habit. However, Jesus goes beyond conventional wisdom and suggests that money might just as well shape the condition of one’s heart rather than simply reflect it. After all, he doesn’t say, “Where your heart is, there your
treasure will be, also.” He says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be, also.” Sometimes we
put our money where our mouth is, but there are special times when we put our money where we want our
mouth AND OUR HEART to be.
Jesus knew that what we do with our money – how we spend it, save it, invest it, give it – both reveals and
directs what is in our hearts. He knew that our financial decisions get to the heart of things, and so things
financial can be deeply spiritual issues. Jesus invites us to imagine what our lives would look like if our
treasures shape our heart.
May you and I be intentional and faithful about where our treasure lies and support our church with heart
felt gifts.
Pastor Jim

Happy Hearts
Adult Ministry

Thursday, November 21st
at 9:45am

We will gather at the church at 11:15am. Lunch will be served at 11:30am.
After lunch, there will be a Veterans Program and patriotic music.
Please join us for this special time of food, fellowship & a good program.
Please let Gilda Pryor or Jim Wollin know that you are coming.

RANDY’S SHARE NIGHT

Tuesday, November 19th 4 to 8pm
Eat In or Take Out

Come to eat and enjoy our Share Night. You can reserve a side room table
spot for dinner with friends. Look for sign-up sheets in the sanctuary.
10% OF ALL RESTAURANT PROCEEDS DURING
THESE 4 HOURS GO TO TFUMC
YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENT
Happy November Brothers and Sisters in Christ! I just wanted to take this opportunity to let you know how exited I am to take on the Youth Group for Our
Church! God laid this on my heart a little over a year ago and I have been praying and discerning over it since! In September, I had the opportunity to go back
to a special place and work for Christ! I confirmed what God had planed for me
and I am ready to do His work for the Youth of Our Church! Please stay tuned
for more fun and exciting things to come! In the meantime, youth Sunday School will be from 9:15 to
10am in the Youth room on the third floor! We will also meet Wednesday nights after Wednesday
Night Meal from 6:30 - 7:30pm in the Youth room! Thank you so much for allowing me to be a part of
this Church Family and continue God’s Work! Blessings to all! Julie Yager

Open Door Family Care Resources

Ten churches have joined as supporting members
Three churches are considering joining
Two non-profits have joined as supporting members
One governmental agency is considering it
We are in the process of developing our 3 year plan
If you would like to know more, contact Pastor Jim

Our Prayer Concerns
In Assisted Living/Shut-ins: Annie Lapish, Norma Boone, Jo Levan,
Jean H. Ervin, Carleen Ervin Willard, Maxine Warren, Madeline Bradburn
Members: Jackson Yager, Kathy, Tommy & Shirley Boger, Kelly Miller, Jack Ervin
Pam Bendele, Jean A. Evin, Kim Britland, Clarice Miller, Wynell Clement,
Perry Mills, Brenda Sue Scott
Relatives & Friends: Hilda Mitchell, Chris Triplett, Tracie Sharpe, Debra Johnson,
Jeffrey Olson, Davis Overcash, Richard Reep, Jayme Frazier, Max Smith, Angela Sipes,
Josie Frazier, Robert Wingate, Mark Boger, William Summers, Clark Lockwood, Paulette Doss,
Bonnie Cook, Rene Bailey, Barbara Ince, Christina Flanders, Kathy Wise, Sandra Ciocca,
Devin Kiser, Anthony Fogle, Mike Gunter, Casey Odem, Steve Turbeville, Eleanor
Hager, Allie Mae Brooks, Diane Arrington, Bryan Paslay, TiffanyAlexander, Lee Yager,
Kenneth Allen, Natalee Brown, Ken Groth, Seth Overcash, Joe Burchette, Ray Elmore,
Luz Martinez, Rev. Leroy Flohr, Ken Crissman, Brandi Porcelli, Elizabeth O’Neill,
Janice Estes, Betsy Coan, Susan Sokoll, Chris Arthurs, Roy Yager, Susan Grey
Missionaries: Wollin family
*Please call the church, if you or a family member is hospitalized. Also, please keep us
updated with relatives and friends about how long to keep them on our prayer list.

NOVEMBER 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Friday Night
Jam
"Halloween"
7 - 9pm
Troutman Elem

3

4

5

Refreshments 9:00
Sunday School 9:15

Clothes Closet

6

7

8

Clothes Closet

Compassion

9:30-11:30am

Crafters

Worship Anew 10:15 9:30-11:30am

9

Sewing Day
Wed. Meal 5:30pm

9am - 4pm

Kids Club, Youth &
Adult Bible Study
Praise Team 7:30pm

6:30pm

Cub Scouts 7pm

Choir 7:30pm

10

11

12

Refreshments 9:00
Sunday School 9:15

13

14

15

16

22

23

29

30

Clothes Closet
9:30-11:30am

Clothes Closet

Worship Anew 10:15 9:30-11:30am
Tea & Sandwiches
for

Wed. Meal 6:00pm

Pastor's Appreciation

Food for Thought

11:45am

Community Meal

Praise Team 7:30pm

Cub Scout Leaders

17

18

Refreshments 9:00

Clothes Closet

Sunday School 9:15

9:30 - 11:30am

Worship Anew 10:15

19

Choir 7:30pm

meeting 7pm

20

21

Clothes Closet
Randy's BBQ

9:30 - 11:30am

Share Night 4-8pm

Trustees mtg. 11:45

Happy Hearts
11:15am

Wed. Meal 5:30pm

Shoe Boxes Due

Help Ministries

Methodist Men

Kids Club, Youth &

Back at Church

6pm

6:30pm

Adult Bible Study

Veterans Program

6:30pm

Praise Team 7:30pm
Cub Scouts 7pm

Choir 7:30pm

24

25

Refreshments 9:00

Clothes Closet

26

Leader's Prayer

Compassion

Sunday School 9:15

9:30 - 11:30am

Breakfast 8:30am

Crafters

Clothes Closet

Sewing Day

9:30-11:30am

9am - 4pm

Worship Anew 10:15

27

28

Wed. Meal 5:30pm
Praise Team 7:30pm

Cub Scouts 7pm

Kids Club, Youth &

DECORATE FOR

Adult Bible Study

CHRISTMAS 9:30AM

Choir 7:30pm
BIRTHDAYS: Jason Franklin, 1st; Aaron Rogers, Veronica Bendele, 4th; Josh Poteat, 6th; Don Levan,
8th; Missy Jablonski, 9th;
Kaitlyn Adams, 12th; Sally Habicht, 16th; Norma Boone, Shirley Boger, 17th; Ali Olthoff, 18th; Gordon Hebbard, 22nd; Donna Auld, 24th;
Virgil Crater, Kasey Larson, Erin Hodges, 28th
ANNIVERSARIES:

Larry & Nancy Sigmon, 20th; Tommy & Shirley Boger, 28th

If you are receiving this newsletter by “snail mail” and have an e-mail address you would
like us to send it to, please e-mail gildapryor1@gmail.com
or call me at the office, 704-528-5110.
This will save the church paper and postage, you will receive the newsletter faster,
and it will be in full color! You can also access the newsletter on our website at
www.troutmanmethodist.com.
The website has a calendar, a schedule of events, and you can listen to the sermons.
from the past Sundays.

Troutman First United Methodist Church
PO Box 717
Troutman, NC 28166

NOVEMBER 2019 SERVANTS
USHERS: Chief: Missy Jablonski, Hunter Jablonski, Carol Hebbard, Sonya Yager

KEEPER OF THE CHURCH:
SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY:
ACOLYTES
11-3

Lannie Brown
Donna Auld

TELLER: Jean Brown

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY

JUNIOR CHURCH

Allen Ragler
Aidan Hebbard

Sharon Chaaban
Lisa Mills

Leigh Payne
& Helpers

11-10 Caytlyn Larson
Keisel Larson

Gilda Pryor
Missy Jablonski

Carrie Larson
& Helpers

11-17 Jillian Yager

Carol Hebbard
Donna Miller

Angela Wyatt
& Helpers

11-24 Austin Dillon
Avery Dillon

Sheila Dagenhart
Nancy Sigmon

Dawna Hamrick
& Helpers

Thank you so much for serving
If you can’t serve on the day listed,
please switch with someone else.

