
 

John 15:1-5 - says, “I am the true 

vine, and my Father is the                  

gardener.  He cuts off every branch in 

me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 

that it will be even more fruitful. You 

are already clean because of the word I 

have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I 

also remain in you. No branch can bear 

fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless 

you remain in me. “I am the vine; you 

are the branches. If you remain in me 

and I in you, you will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do            

nothing.” 

     What does it mean to you to “abide in 

Christ?” Abide in Christ means allowing 

Jesus to take up residence in your life. It 

means that you dwell with Him. Just as 

the vine is nourishment to the fruit on 

it, Jesus is your source of nourishment. 

Jesus is the true vine and the source of 

our life. Cultivate your relationship with 

Him by spending time in His presence, 

reading your Bible, praying and singing 

songs of worship.  

     Jesus stated “abide in me and I in 

you!” That is such a wonderful promise 

that as we move closer to Him, He 

moves closer to us. But there is much 

more to this promise. Jesus doesn't just 

move closer to us. He changes us. He 

causes us to be fruitful if we allow Him 

to prune us and to get rid of the sinful 

desires, attitudes, and actions that pre-

vent us from being fruitful in the life 

that God created for us to have. Without 

God, we can do nothing, BUT with HIM, 

we can do impossible things.  

     Apart from God we can do nothing. If 

you can comprehend that surrendering 

to God in your life, dreams, and plans is 

the best option for you. It will lead to an 

exciting and fulfilling life. But it is a 

dark and dangerous, worrisome road if 

you try to live a life without Christ. A 

word of warning: that God as your gar-

dener, means that He has to prune our 

lives. That can be uncomfortable, but if 

you prayerfully spend time consistently 

in His presence, you will produce the 

most delicious fruit that will truly bless 

our world. So this month, activate your 

faith muscle by trusting God and expect-

ing Him to intervene in your day. Ask 

Him to help you recognize all that He is 

doing in your life. Blessings to each of 

you this day as you live in the vine.  

 

          Pastor Jeff Hamrick  

 

May 5th  

Inside Out Church Meeting  

6:00 PM  
 

May 8th  

Mother’s Day 

Celebrate the Mothers in our lives.  
 

May 25th  

Inside Out Church 2.0 in Playground 

Community Event 

Wednesday, 6:00—8:00 PM 
 

 

 Bible Study @ Fellowship Hall   

May 4th, 11th, and 18th  

6:30—7:45 PM 

No Bible Study on May 25th 

Come celebrate at Inside Out 
Church  

 

May 29th—Holy Humor Sunday 

Relaxed, Casual Worship  

Outdoors on Front Lawn 

W/ Brunch & fellowship  
 

Compassion Crafters 

Thurs  @ 9:30 AM May 6th, 13th, & 

27th   

Saturday @ 9:30 AM May 21st  

 

 

 “When you look into your mother’s eyes, you know that 

it is the purest love you can find on earth.”  Mitch Albom 

 “A mother is she who can take the place of all others but 

whose place no one else can take.”  Cardinal Meymillod
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
First Troutman UMC 
           Troutman, N.C. 



 

May 2nd   - Ashley Poteat  May 6th  -  Vivienne Shumaker 

May 10th  - Avery Dillon   May 12th  - Teresa Houser  

May 13th  - Mavis Gutierrez  May 17th  - Linda Franklin 

May 21st  - Jamie Shumaker  May 22nd—Jean H. Ervin  

May 25th  - Pam Bendele   May 26th  - Mac McCabe 

May 29th  - Wayne Rogers    

704 528-5110 

www.troutmanmethodist.com 

P.O. Box 717 
204 Mills Avenue 

C O N T A C T  

S O C I A L  

Facebook 
Facebook.com/TroutmanUMC 
 

 

 

 

First Troutman United Methodist  

To Worship, To Learn, and To 
Share  the name of Jesus Christ 

to others.  

Notable May Birthdays in Past years  - May 2nd —Catherine The Great; May 4th  - Audrey Hepburn;  

May 6th  - George Clooney; May 20th  - Cher; May 24th  - Bob Dylan; May 24th  - Queen Victoria;  May 29th  - Bob Hope  

Historical Events in May  - May 20th, Amelia Earhart flew across Atlantic Ocean;  

South Carolina became the 8th State in the Union on May 23rd, 1788  - Happy Birthday South Carolina.  
 

                Troutman First UMC  - Notable March Birthday’s  

Anniversaries 

May 17th  - Jason & Julie Yager 

May 18th  - Ronnie & Olga Guill  

May 25th  - Josh & Angela Wyatt 

From the Tenets of Faith Class   

     If you are not attending a Sunday School class or a small 

group study, please consider joining us on Sunday mornings. 

A new class is trying to form that discusses the beliefs and  

tenets of our faith as United Methodist.   

     We are currently meeting behind the church sanctuary in 

the parlor. So far we have had maximum of four participants. 

Topics that we have discussed today include: the Trinity, and 

graces. If you have questions or wonder what we believe as 

United Methodist Christians, this would be a great class for 

you. Come join us, any age person is invited to attend. If you 

have questions about this class, please contact Pastor Jeff. We 

hope to see you soon.  

                  Submitted by Pastor Jeff Hamrick  



 

Upcoming Sermon Topics 
 

May 1st     -  3rd Sunday of Easter  - John 21:1-19  -  Sermon title - Feeding and Tending!   

May 8th    - 4th Sunday of Easter / Mother’s Day - Acts 9:36-43 - “Art of Being a Good Neighbor”  

May 15th   - 5th Sunday of Easter  -  John 13:31-35  - Sermon Title  “What are you known for?”  

May 22nd - 6th Sunday of Easter - John 14:23-29  - Sermon Title  - “Sent in His Name.”  

May 29th  - 7th Sunday of Easter / Holy Humor Sunday ! - See Below for details.  

 

Bible Study Wednesday Evenings 
Study of Jesus and the Gospels 

 
May we continue our bible study series “The Chosen—

season # 2. We are nearing the end of this dynamic video 

presentation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This series has 

asked the question to each of us, what does it mean to be 

Chosen by Jesus?”  

 
May 4th -  The Chosen Season 2—Episode 4—”The Perfect 
Opportunity.” A look at the disciples and the opportunity 
that they had to study and learn at the feet of Jesus Christ. 
 
May 11th   -  In Episode 5 of Season 2, - “The Spirit.” Jesus 
begins to discuss the Holy Spirit with the disciples.  
 
May 18th   -  In Episode 6 of Season 2, - “Unlawful.” The 
disciples receive the news of John the Baptist death.   
  

May 25th  - No Bible Study—Come to Inside Out Church 

2.0 in the playground / park and enjoy mid-week worship. 

 
Holy Humor Sunday - On Sunday, May 29th, Troutman First will be having worship outdoors on the front 

lawn. This will be a special, relaxed atmosphere gathering with a brunch served. Plans are to have a bouncy 

house for the children and at a point in the service, we will let them have fun and laugh as they enjoy the bouncy 

house. There will also be music and some occasional humor during the service. Again, this will be a relaxed time 

as we gather together. We encourage you to bring your lawn chairs. As the date draws closer, we will be asking 

you to bring items for the brunch to share with community neighbors. Please be intentional and think of a 

friend you can invite to come with you.   



 

Easter Worship Pictures  

     What a glorious celebration we had at Troutman First worshipping the Risen Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. During the service, we decorated the “living cross.” When the service was finished, the cross 

was carried outside onto the front lawn for our final benediction. The cross remained on the front lawn 

for all to see then for the next several days. We were remined that the Resurrection is for all of us and 

that we are to share our testimonies and stories of faith. The disciples were found at first locked in the 

upper room; the same place they had their last meal with Jesus. When Jesus entered the locked room, 

He breathed the Holy Spirit upon them and told them to “get out of the house.” As they left the upper 

room, they went with power and authority and proclaimed the Resurrection of Jesus. It is our turn 

now to go and share the great news. 1 

 



 

 

 

Summer Sewing & Cooking Classes at Troutman First United Methodist 

     This year, Sewing and Cooking classes will be offered to students ages 9 through 15             

during the summer months. If you know someone interested in learning the skills to sew 

or to cook; this is the perfect opportunity and a great class. Dates for the class: 
 

Sewing Classes / Camp  - June 20th  - June 24th (9:30 AM until 2:00 PM) 
 

Cooking Classes / Camp  - June 27th   - July 1st (9:30 AM until 2:00 PM)  

 

     Registration fee is $25.00 for sewing camp, and $25.00 for cooking camp or $40 if the 

child signs up for both camps. Scholarships are available for those  that might need finan-

cial assistance. If a child signs up, we would like for them to attend all days registered (if 

possible).  Rules for the classes: be courteous, kind, and respectful to all those involved. 

Be on time, and ready to learn; and to have lots of fun. Keep work area neat and clean 

(especially at the end of the day).  

 

     If you know someone interested and they need a registration form; or if you have addi-

tional questions concerning either camp/classes; please contact Ms. Sonya Yager at the 

following phone number (716) 682-6262. 
 

Thank you to Angel’s Armoire Volunteers  

Thank you to all those from the church who volunteered and helped with 

the Angel’s Armoire consignment sale on Thursday, April 28th —

Saturday, April  30th. For the consignment sale, individuals consign with 

our church and drop off their items for resale. Then the items are placed 

strategically for the shopper to notice the bargains within our fellowship 

hall. On the day of the sale, shoppers come in, browse, and hopefully pur-

chase items that they can use for their families. Typically at the sale, you 

can find bargains on books, toys, games, clothes, and baby items. On   

Friday the items are reduced by twenty-five percent (if the seller gives 

permission to reduce their items). On Saturday, 

any items remaining are reduced half-priced 

(again, if seller gives permission).  The profit 

raised from the sale goes  into Troutman First 

children’s and youth ministry funds. I know that it is a lot of work for the   

volunteers, but these funds help further the work in God’s kingdom as we 

reach out to youth and children.  The church normally has two sales a year, 

one in the spring, and one in the fall season. If you know someone who might 

like to consider consigning with Troutman First in the Fall, please have them 

contact the church office (704) 528-5110. We can get them information on 

how to consign. A portion of profits is returned to the consignee. Thanks 

again to all who helped make this event a success.  



 

 

 

Greetings from the Children’s Ministry 

Note from Alice Ward (Children’s Coordinator) 

     We had a great turnout for the Easter Egg Hunt event this past month! There were around   

twenty plus children and many adults who came as well. The children enjoyed painting rocks and 

placing them on the greenway for others to find along their way. They also played games, took 

their pictures with the “Peanuts Gang,” hunted Easter eggs on the playground and loved eating 

pizza. A big thank you for those who contributed items or volunteered. Leigh Payne and Julie  

Yager, Thank you for planning a wonderful event.  

     In Sunday School and Children’s church, the children have been learning about Lent.           

Activities focused on the Last Supper, the garden, Palm Sunday, and the resurrection of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. One of my favorite times with the children is hearing their prayer       

requests. I love their caring hearts! The youth also helped to decorate the stairwells and hallway 

on the third flower with a kaleidoscope of beautiful butterflies.  

     One of my favorite things to see, on Palm Sunday, is the children bringing the palms to the  

altar. An added blessing for me this year was seeing everyone waving their palms! On Easter 

Sunday, the children and youth created a beautiful cross on the sidewalk in front of the church. 

Such an amazing project as a result from a request to play with chalk. Thank you Mavis for this 

suggestion.  

     The sound of children is a wonderful thing! We have had up to seven children in Children’s 

church and had little ones in the nursery this past Sunday. Please keep our children’s ministry in 

your prayers as we reach out to the children and youth in this community.  

 

  Alice Ward 

  Children’s Ministry Coordinator.  

Lending Library (Books for Kids)  

     An idea has been proposed to Alice Ward (Children’s Minister) and Pastor Jeff 

for a lending library of books for the children. The concept: build an enclosable 

shelf / bookcase type structure and place in playground area, near fellowship hall, 

or inside the church sanctuary. Then people can donate or purchase books for 

children. As people come to church, they can take a book, read the book, then re-

turn. Or if they enjoy the book, they might keep for themselves. What do you feel 

about this suggestion? Any ideas, or suggestions for this ministry? Is it worthwhile 

for Troutman First to undertake this project? Let us know your thoughts.  



 

  Congregational Care 

 

 

Spring / Summer Happenings with our Youth  

There are some exciting activities planned for the Troutman First Youth group Spring and Summer 2022. Please 

mark your calendars and make plans to attend. If you know a youth who could be involved, please invite them or 

connect them with Julie Yager.  

Mother’s Day Fund Raiser  - The youth will be selling carnations for mothers on Sunday, May 1st. The cost to 

purchase a carnation is $2.00. The carnation comes with a card that you can write your personal greeting for 

your mother, spouse, or favorite mother figure.  Place your order with Julie or any of the youth this week.  

Hickory Crawdads game & Christian Music Concert  - Saturday, May 14th, the youth will be meeting at 

4:15 PM at LP Frans Stadium (home for the Crawdads) address is 2500 Clement Blvd, NW, Hickory.  The game 

begins around 5:00 PM. After the baseball game, there is a Christian concert with group: Love & the Outcome. If 

you are interested in attending, please see Julie Yager for more details.  

Service Project—During the months or May & June, the youth are going to begin working on remodeling and 

updating the bathrooms on the second and third floors. If you have time to aid in this project, please see Julie or 

one of the youth members. If you have any suggestions for updates, I am sure they would appreciate.  

Youth Lock-in  - On Friday June 10th at 6:00 PM until Saturday morning June 11th at 10:00 AM, the youth 

will lock-in at the church for fun, fellowship, and study time.  If you could chaperone, or would like to participate, 

or know a youth, who might enjoy, please let Julie Yager know.  

Please continue to pray for the youth ministry of Troutman First United Methodist as we look to grow.  

                                                                                          Julie Yager, Youth Coordinator, TFUMC 

Please remember these shut-ins during the month of May by sending them a card letting them 
know you are praying for them. These notes are always encouragement and support to our 
friends as they wish they could be with us for worship. Some are recovering at home, while oth-
ers are in nursing   facilities.  
 
Ms. Jean H. Ervin         Ms. Pam Bendele   Mr. Wayne Rogers 
Jurney’s Room 1         463 Georgie Avenue  109 Shady Cove Road  
1942 Van Haven Drive   Troutman, NC 28166  Troutman, NC 28166   
Statesville, NC 28625  Birthday May 25th  Birthday May 29th   
Birthday May 22nd           
  
Mr. Don Levan    Ms. Carleen Ervin Willard 
Autumn Care Room #303  502B North Ash Ave 
2001 Van Haven Drive  Newton, NC 28652 
Statesville, NC 28625 



 

Crisis Pregnancy Center Outreach Project 

     Thru Mother’s Day 2022 (Sunday, May 8th), 

Troutman First will be filling baby bottles with our 

loose change. All the monies collected in the baby 

bottles will then be given to Iredell County Crisis 

Pregnancy Center to help mothers with costs of de-

livery, and other expenses. Last year we did this 

project and over $286 dollars was collected. Can 

we beat that amount this year? We are also asking 

you to bring in baby wipes to give to the Crisis 

Pregnancy Center. These can be left on the front 

two pews of the   

Sanctuary. Thank You 

for helping with this 

project. 

 

 

 

Back 2 School Bash  - Shoe Collection  
 

During the months of May and June, we will be collecting athletic shoes (tennis shoes only) for the 

Statesville / Troutman Back 2 School Bash. We will be receiving shoe 

tags soon that tell whether to purchase for boys or girls and the size of 

shoe needed. Please pray how you might participate with this event. All 

shoes are given out at the event on August 13th at Statesville High School 

from 9:00 until 1:00 PM. If you would like to volunteer for the event, 

please see Pastor Jeff.  

Thank You—April Drive-Thru Meal 
     Thank you to those who helped with the April Drive-Thru Meal. The volunteers were off this month, 

but a great time was had by all who helped serve.  

Please note: For the next (5) months, we will not have a DRIVE-THRU 

Meal. Our outreach / evangelism project will be in the playground area of 

our church. We will be feeding the community with local food vendors. 

Mark your calendars for the (4th) Wednesday nights of May, June, July, 

August, and September. The event begins at 6:00 PM and ends around 

8:00 PM. The evening starts with music, worship, table activities, and food 

and fellowship. Please make plans to attend and invite a friend. We will be 

partnering with our sister Troutman UMC church—Wesley Chapel United 

Methodist off of Weather’s Creek Road.  

Outreach Items  - Thru Mother’s Day  

This project was reported in 

April, we finish this project on 

Mother’s Day  - May 8th. 

While out shopping, pick up 

some extra toiletry items for 

our monthly outreach project. 

The items we received will be used in our Troutman 

First Food Pantry stock, as well as, giving some 

items to local nursing homes. Residents in the local 

nursing homes are always in need of extra toiletry 

items. If you can purchase these items, bring them 

thru Mother’s Day and leave on the front pews of 

our sanctuary.  



 

 May 25th  - Inside Out Event  

Matthew 28:19-20 says: “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, to the close of the 

age. "  

     January 2022, our leadership team at 

Troutman First United Methodist made 

the decision to once again sponsor the 

Inside Out Church event in our church 

playground area. However, this year, we 

decided to partner with our sister    

Troutman UMC church, Wesley Chapel.  

     After the leadership team met, the 

group decided on the theme of the “I 

Am” statements of Jesus Christ. The 

group then came up with dates for the 

events. On the fourth Wednesday of the 

month beginning May and going 

through September. The event will be 

held in the Troutman First playground 

area. At each event, the two churches 

will feed all those attending with a ca-

tered food truck.  

     The theme for the first event on May 

25th, 2022 is “I Am the Vine.” We will be 

focusing on being connected with Christ 

and what it means to Abide in the Vine 

(Jesus). The event will begin with music 

at 6:00 PM. (A light snack will be given 

to the kids). The featured musical guest 

for the first event is Friendship United 

Methodist Praise Band of Newton, NC. 

Delivering the message this evening will 

be Pastor Jeff Hamrick. After a time of 

music and worship, then we will have a 

group activity led around tables by  

members of Wesley Chapel and Trout-

man First. Around 7:00 PM supper will 

be served to the guests.  

     For our first catered meal, Poppy’s 

Lunch Wagon will be preparing and 

serving the meal. The menu for the first 

event includes: waffles covered and 

smothered with Macaroni and Cheese 

(and bacon bits, if you like). Drinks and 

dessert will also be available. We ask 

each person attending, if possible, to 

bring a lawn chair.  

     Here is where we need the entire 

church to participate. Start inviting your 

friends, neighbors, and anyone who does 

not attend a local church home/family. 

We want people to come out and see the 

Body of Christ in actions (loving on the 

people). What better way for new resi-

dents moving into Troutman notice 

Wesley Chapel and Troutman First and 

the warm, loving, caring spirit that is in 

both congregations. Will you also start 

praying for this event? That the good 

news of Jesus’ love for everyone will be 

shared and that someone will come to 

know Jesus as Savior.  

     I am excited for the possibilities to get 

to know our neighbors both new and old. 

I am also anxious to share the good news 

of Jesus Christ with friends new and old. 

Will you catch that same excitement? 

Thank you for being a church there 

cares.           Pastor Jeff Hamrick 

 

 

 “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:5–6).  

 



 

Note from Ladies Night Out (April 19th)   

     The ladies from Troutman First UMC gathered at the church on Tuesday, April 19th, and then for 

fun, food and fellowship headed to Pie N the Sky, Mooresville. The food was delicious as always. The 

laughter and fellowship was priceless. And the time together as Sisters N Christ was priceless. Thank 

you to all the women who participated. If you missed the first event, make plans to attend the second 

one (coming soon). Thank you to Leigh Payne and Patsy Biddy for coordinating this event.   

 Note from the                   

Worship Committee  

 

 

 

 

 
Plus One Month  - June 2022  

(Invite a Friend, Pray for a Friend, Bring a Friend to Church) 
 

During the month of June, the worship committee at TFUMC would like 

to challenge each person to Invite a Friend, Pray for a Friend, and then 

bring that Friend to Church. We want to see our church filled with guests 

that sense and feel the spirit and want to return because they were loved. 

There are special activities planned throughout the month.  

To kick-off the event 

Sunday, May 29th—Brunch and worship on front lawn; this will be a     

relaxed atmosphere and it is entitled „Holy Humor Sunday.” There will be 

jokes, laughter, music, fellowship, and food. Bring a lawn chair & friend.  

Sunday, June 5th—There will be Birthday Cake and punch as we celebrate 

the Birth of the Church (Pentecost Sunday). This will happen at worship.  

Sunday, June  19th—Kenny Overcash will deliver the morning message 

while Pastor Jeff is away at Annual Conference.  
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