
 

     And God is able to bless you abundantly, 
so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every 
good work. As it is written: "They have 
freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever." Now he 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread 
for food will also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 
your righteousness.      2 Corinthians 9:8-10 
 
     If you are as old as me, you probably 
have heard the catchy old song lyrics, “grey 
skies are going to clear up, put on a happy 
face.”  What we don’t mean, is wear a mask 
that has a smile drawn or printed on it. Let 
people really know that you’re happy. You 
are happy because you have Jesus living in 
your life. Being a Christian is not all about 
being serious about your mission. You share 
the joy that you have received. You tell of 
the abundant grace you are experiencing in 
your life. It is about sharing what you have 
in this life and what Jesus is going to give 
us for all eternity when we leave this place. 
 
    But today, those gray skies are parting to 
the celestial blue when we take a peak at 
what is happening around our church. The 
trustees are working hard at remodeling the 
kitchen so that we will have more food 
preparation space, and appliances to pre-
pare and cook food. Ministry events are  

being planned and are taking place at 
Troutman First United Methodist. Summer 
Day Camp (sewing classes for teens is al-
most full! Praise God!). Inside—Out Church 
Event is being planned (see next page for 
more details), where we take the church 
outside into the playground. At this event, 
we hope to meet and learn more about our 
neighbors and friends. Staff Parish is active-
ly searching for a Youth and Children’s staff 
member to work with our young people.  
 
     But also, grey skies are clearing up each 
and every Sunday, as we see more and more 
people attending in-person worship each 
week. It has been a long and arduous year, 
but yet we persist, and will prevail, as the 
vaccines continue to roll out, and more peo-
ple are becoming more willing to venture 
out. We are still keeping safe, wearing our 
masks, keeping our distance, but we can 
once again worship together in larger and 
larger groups.  
 
    If you are local, come join us for worship 
services. Hopefully sometime soon, we may 
even see the return of the coffee hour before 
church, our Wednesday evening fellowship 
time, etc. (This Pastor is chomping at the 
bit for that moment).  My prayer is that you 
stay safe, and stay healthy. Blessings.  

                          Pastor Jeff 

Meetings 

Sunday, May 16th  Inside-Out Church 

Committee Meeting @ 11;30 AM 

(Discipleship, Mission & Outreach) 
 

Divorce Care 

Tuesdays evenings from 6:30—8:00 PM 
 

Compassion Crafters Workday(s)   

    Thursday, May 6th  9:00—until 

Thursday, May 13th  9:00—until 

    Thursday, May 20th  9:00—until 

Thursday, May 27th  9:00—until 

 Bible Study (@ Fellowship Hall & 

Online via Phone) 

May 5th  - 6:30 PM 1 Thessalonians 5 

and 2nd Thessalonians 

May 12th  - 6:30 PM Revelation        

“Our Extravagant Hope” 

May 19th  - 6:30 PM Revelation        

“Our Extravagant Hope” 

Boy Scout Car Wash—May 22nd     

9:00—1:00 PM 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His 
face to shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord 
turn His face toward you and give you peace.”  
                                     Numbers 6:24-26 

 And my God will meet all your needs according to the 
riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.             Philippians 4:19           
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 

First Troutman UMC 
              Troutman, N.C. 



 

May Birthdays 

May 2nd  - Ashley Poteat 

May 5th  - Jean A. Ervin 

May 10th  -  Avery Dillon 

May 12th  - Teresa Houser 

May 17th  -  Linda Franklin 

May 22nd  -Jean H. Ervin 

May 25th  - Pam Bendele 

May 26th  - Mac McCabe 

May 29th  - Wayne Rogers  

Anniversaries  

May 17th  - Jason & Julie Yager 

May 18th  - Ronnie & Olga Guill 

May 25th  - Josh & Angela Wyatt  

     In June, July, and August, Troutman 
First UMC will sponsor an event in our 
outdoor playground area entitled “Inside 
Out Church.” This missional/outreach 
event will be sponsored so that we can get 
to know our neighbors and to share with 
them the love of Jesus Christ. During the 
event, we hope that our church members 
will have deep conversations with our 
community residents who attend: listen to 
their stories and share yours with them. 
The purpose of this event is to establish 
connections with the community. After a 
connection is established, invite them to 
join us in worship.  

     In the month of June, we plan to have a 
Luau theme (BBQ, trimmings, dessert, 
etc.). There will be fun events planned for 
the evening. July’s event will be the 
theme: Americana (hotdogs, trimmings, 
watermelon, ice cream, etc.). For this 
event, we hope to offer some music, possi-
bility of sparklers in the parking lot, and 
other activities for all age groups. At the 
last event in August, we hope to have the 
theme of “Back to Normal.” We hope by 
this time things will be returning back to 
normal as our children prepare to head 
back to school.  
 

     How can you help? First, be in prayer 
for these events. Pray that God will pro-
vide the funds, community residents who 
will attend, and volunteer faces from our 
church members to greet the community. 
Second, Invite a friend, a family, or some-
one you do not know to attend these 
events. Third, Plan to volunteer, to come 
engage in conversation with the commu-
nity residents who will attend. Fourth, if 
you wish to help financially to sponsor 
this event, you can earmark a donation on 
your check to the church in the memo 
field: “Inside Out Event.”  
 
     We need our members at Troutman 
First to be a part of this event. Our next 
planning time for this event is Sunday, 
May 16th at 11:30 AM in the fellowship 
hall. Will you join us? Members of the 
Mission, Witness, Discipleship & Out-
reach are encouraged to attend.  

704 528-5110 

www.troutmanmethodist.com 

P.O. Box 717 
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Easter Live Cross 
In 2020, due to the Corona Pandemic, we were unable to celebrate Easter gathered together in the sanctuary as the Body of 
Christ. One tradition that we missed as the Body of Christ was the decorating of the “Live Cross” with flowers from each of our 
gardens. This year we celebrated Easter (the symbol of our hope—The Resurrection of Christ). We were reminded of renewal 
and of new life that we experience as Resurrection People. Here are a few pictures to enjoy our Easter celebration together.  



 

Continuing & Up-Coming Sermon Series  - Counter Culture  -  During this sermon series,  we will ex-
amine several ways Jesus calls His people to be counter culture so that they can ultimately live it 
well .Jesus does not call us to simply oppose the culture or to blindly assimilate to it but rather to be a 
loving counterculture in the midst of it  - a community that can look similar in some ways but also is dis-
tinct  as it follows Christ. This begins with heart change and moves to our actions and behavior in such 
areas as our relationships, possessions, self worth, and the way in which we worship.  
 

Sunday, May 2nd  - “Scarcity vs Abundance”  
Sunday, May 9th  - “Worthy vs Worthless” 

Sunday, May 16th  - “Hate vs Love”  
 

Rise Up Sermon Series  - After the completion of the Counter Culture sermon series, we will focus 
on rising up as we begin a series entitled “Rise Up.” During our time together, we will look at what 
death needs brought back to life. We will focus on two familiar scripture passages John 11:1-44 (Lazarus 
rises from the dead), and Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Valley of Dead Bones coming to life).  
 

Sunday, May 23rd  - Lazarus  
Sunday, May 30th  - Valley of the Dead Bones 

 
If you miss any of these messages, they are available online at our Facebook page.  

Sermon Series 
Counter Culture 

 
When—May 2nd  

Thru 
Sunday, May 16th  

 

Sermon Series 
“Rise Up” 

 
Sunday, May 23rd  

Thru 
Sunday, May 30th  

 

Bible Study Series 
Revelation: Our Extravagant Hope 

 
On Wednesday, May 12th, we will begin 
a new study series entitled “Revelation: 
Our Extravagant Hope.” We will dive 
into the message of hope that the book 
of Revelation has for the believer. All 
too often we approach the reading of 
Revelation with doom and gloom all   
because of what we encounter and read, 
but for the Christian, we miss all the 
promises, and messages of Hope that 
Christ gives to the believer. Come join 
us for this exciting time of study. We 
will also offer a dial-in option. We will 
be meeting in the fellowship hall at 6:30 
PM for this study time.  



 

Rev. Dr. Carl Arrington will be retiring at the end of June 
2021.  With Rev. Dr. Arrington’s retirement, a new District 
Superintendent will be appointed to the Appalachian District 
in which our First Troutman United Methodist Church is a 
member. We thank Dr. Arrington for his leadership, vision, 
and direction and wish him a happy retirement.  

   Appointed as the new District 
Superintendent of the Appalachian 
District is the Rev.  Lory Beth 
Huffman. Rev. Huffman has been 
currently serving as Sr. Pastor at 
Boone United Methodist Church. 
Help us wish the Rev. Huffman 
success as we work with her under 
her direction, vision, and leader-
ship.   

     On Sunday, May 2nd, Staff Parish Chair, Ms. 
Patsy Biddy made the announcement that Pastor 
Jeff Hamrick has been re-appointed to Troutman 
First United Methodist to begin his fifth year. 
Rev. Hamrick and his wife Dawna, are excited to 
be reappointed here at Troutman First United 
Methodist and look forward to continue serving 
alongside the wonderful folks here at Troutman 
First United Methodist.  
     We hope that you are excited that Rev. 
Hamrick has been reappointed and will pledge to 
support his leadership and to work alongside 
him as we serve together in the kingdom of God. 
Pastor Hamrick’s door is always open for you to 
drop by and visit, share your dreams, your disap-
pointments, your struggles, or your desires for 
our church. Let us make 2021 / 2022 a year of 
growth and disciple making for the Kingdom of 
God. God’s blessings as we serve together.  
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Hello May! 
  


