
 

     “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”             Jeremiah 29:11 

      We spend a lot of time thinking about 

God’s plan for us. There is nothing wrong 

with thinking and wondering about that 

plan God has for your life. But do we include 

God in our plans. Is God incorporated into 

every area of our lives? Or do you include 

God in your life only when there is trouble, 

grief, or pain?  

     God cares about every intricate detail 

within our lives. Jesus reassured us that 

even that he numbers the very hairs on our 

heads (Luke 12:7). After knowing this fact, 

we should realize that when it comes to our 

problems and difficulties, everything is 

small compared to our big God.  

     This is a powerful verse of scripture from 

the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah’s message 

in this passage is radically different that we 

like to perceive the text. The prophet        

Jeremiah was writing to a group of people 

(Israel) who were held in captive.  They had 

been ripped (taken away) from their homes 

and now were living in exile.  As Jeremiah 

writes this passage, he is reminding them 

that although they’re not were they expected 

at this time in their live, God has not forgot-

ten them. Even amidst this insanely hard 

situation, God’s plan stood. Jeremiah knew 

very well that God’s plans are always good. 

He also knew that God had not forgotten 

them. God hasn’t forgotten his people  - just 

like he hasn’t forgotten you.  

     The last two years with the COVID-19 

pandemic, and with new strains of the virus 

continually surfacing, it has been a difficult 

year. Many of our friends, family, and loved 

ones have suffered from this virus; some 

even have lost their lives. We have had fami-

ly members battling cancer, heart disease, 

and some who have lost jobs due to the 

downturn in our economy (maybe you were 

one who lost your job). Today, even during 

these very tough situations, God wants us to 

know He has a plan and purpose.  

     He also wants us to know that as we sub-

mit to His plan, He will use us to bless the 

world. The key remains during both the 

good and difficult times in our lives: God 

says, “you will seek me and find me when 

you search for me with all your heart.” Are 

you searching after God with all your heart? 

How does God want you to trust his plan 

amid life’s daily difficulties? How does God 

want to use you to be a blessing to others? 

Let 2022 be the year that we bless others 

and share that God is with them amidst life’s 

difficulties.                    Pastor Jeff Hamrick  

  

Trustees Meeting 

Sunday, January 9th @ 11:30 AM 

 

Leadership / Visioning Team 

Sunday, January 23rd # 11:30 AM 

 

Cub Scouts 

Meet Monday evenings at church 

7:00—8:30 PM 

 

Drive-Thru Church Event 

January 15th @ 4:00—6:30 PM 
 

  

 Bible Study (@ Fellowship Hall   

& Online via Phone) 

January 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th 

Taste & See the Lord is Good Study 

Stay tuned— 

Wonderful Wednesday Meal and 

Programming (due to recent the 

recent rise in COVID Cases), we 

will continue to monitor before 

resuming Wednesday evening 

meals and fellowship time.  

 

• “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your paths.”                  Proverbs 3:5-6 

• .”If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatev-
er you wish, and it will be done for you.”         John 15:7
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
First Troutman UMC 
           Troutman, N.C. 



 

January 1st  - Analee Spath   January 2nd  - Dawna Hamrick 

January 4th  - Jackson Yager  January 9th  - Patty Wilson 

January 10th  - Austin Dillon  January 13th  - Jeff Hamrick 

January 14th  - Skye Adams  January 16th  - Hunter Owens 

January 17th  - Jason Yager   January 19th  - Savannah White 

January 19th  - Ashley Saleeby Mize January 26th  - Phil Brown 

January 27th  - Phyllis “Jo” Levan January 28th  - Sam Williams  

704 528-5110 

www.troutmanmethodist.com 

P.O. Box 717 
204 Mills Avenue 

C O N T A C T  

S O C I A L  

Facebook 
Facebook.com/TroutmanUMC 
 

 

 

 

First Troutman United Methodist  

To Worship, To Learn, and To 
Share  the name of Jesus Christ 

to others.  

Notable January Birthdays in Past years  - January 1st (Paul Revere); January 6th (Joan of Arc);      

January 8th (Elvis Pressley); January 15th, (Martin Luther King, Jr. ); January 17th (Betty White) & 

January 17th (Muhammad Ali); 
 

     Troutman First UMC  - Notable January Birthday’s  

2022 Visioning & Leadership Development 
 

Would you like to covenant with Pastor Jeff and your leadership 

team in visioning and developing short-term and long-range 

plans for Troutman First United Methodist.  If you are interest-

ed in developing long-range strategies for Troutman First, join 

us on January 23rd from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. For our 

first meeting, we will be reading together the book,  Scrappy 

Church: God’s Not Done Yet, by Thom Rainer. Let pastor Jeff 

know if you want a copy of this book, so you can participate.  



 

During the Month of January - This month, we will examine 
our relationship with Jesus! As the graphic says, it is not 
religion, it is a relationship with Jesus.  

Upcoming Sermon Topics 
 

January 2nd  - 2nd Sunday Christmas 
Matthew 2:1-15 

Exit & Serve Christ 
 

January 9th - Baptism of Jesus 
Select Scriptures from Genesis 3 

Are You a Genesis 1 or 3 Christian? 
 

January 16th - Second Sunday Epiphany 
1 Corinthians 6:19 

Is God pitching His tent in your backyard? 
 

January 23rd - 3rd Sunday of Epiphany  
1 John 4:21 

Neighbors to Love, Not Commodities to Use 
 

January 30th - Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
Scripture TBD 

You Aren’t Who You Think! 

 

Bible Study Series 
Taste and See  

 
      January 5th, we will continue with our 
Taste and See Bible Study series. During our 
study we will discover God among Bakers, 
Butchers, and Fresh Food Makers.  
 
January 5th—Savoring the Salt of the Earth 

January 12th—Relishing the Olive and Its Oil 

January 19th-Discovering the Liturgy of Table 

January 26th-Review and Taste Session 

Please remember these shut-ins during the month of January  by 
sending them a card letting them know you are praying for them.  
 
Ms. Jean Ervin Mr. Don Levan    Ms. Shirley Boger  
Jurney’s          219 Skyukka Road 
         Troutman, NC 28166 

The New Year 
Another year is coming to a close. 
We can forget our troubles and woes. 

For me, this year was tough. 
It brought many emotions, was tearful and rough. 

Now another year is approaching fast. 
Let's hope it's a New Year with love and health; 

let's hope it's a blast. 

May all of your dreams come true 
And you find peace and love in all that you do. 

May this world know the gentle sound of a hush. 
May it calm all its anger and                                    

slow its pace from the rush. 
May we all hear the sound of joy 

And push away all that hurts, all that destroys. 

The New Year I hope will be good to us all. 
Care and calm, a helping hand when we fall. 

Listen more, slow down, and say I love you. 
Stop for a moment; take a breath, take in the view. 

Appreciate your family; tell them you care. 
Do something exciting, a thrill or a dare. 
Enjoy all that the New Year may give. 

We have but one life, so let's learn to live. 
It's a New Year, a brand new start. 

Always remember, live and love from your heart. 

CARING FOR ONE 
ANOTHER 



 

 Having A Clear Vision!   

There are many instances in the Bible when 
we are reminded of the  importance of hav-
ing a good and clear Vision. 

Habakkuk 2: 2 says: “Then the LORD said 
to me, Write the vision. Make it clear on 
tablets so that anyone can read it easily.” 

What does having a VISION really 
mean? What does it have to do with 
me? 

Proverbs 29:18 tells us that “ Without Vi-
sion, the people perish… but he that keeps 
the law is blessed.”  

The Living Bible version says: “When people 
do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. 
But whoever obeys the law is joyful.” Anoth-
er version says it like this: “When there is no 
knowledge of God, the people are unre-
strained. But how great is the nation that 
knows and fulfills the laws of God “ 

Having VISION is to see what God sees, 
appreciate the whole picture and to clearly 
see the things that God puts in our hearts 
and visualize them becoming a reality. 

Why is it important to have a vision? 

Vision is important because it gives you pur-
pose and direction. The vision helps you to 
determine your future and to make it yours, 
to make it a reality. Without vision, people 
have no purpose, no destination, no direc-
tion. Do you want to live like this? I don’t 
think so. 

Most financial, family and social problems 
happen when people don’t know their pur-
pose or destination. They get involved in 
activities only to fulfill programs or guided 
by trends of the moment. They don’t really 
have a clear vision of where they are going. 
I’ve been there before. Have you? 

It is important to have vision to see in ad-

vance where you are going. Having a Vision 
will make you want to jump out of bed every 
morning. When you see clearly all the things 
that God has for you, it will change you for-
ever. There is nothing better than to know 
that He created you to fulfill a purpose 
and achieve great things. 

Characteristics of the Vision:  

1- Having VISION is a God thing. 
We see in the Bible that the vision is initiat-
ed by God and it has been given to us. 
That’s why deep inside, you have a sense of 
purpose, like your life is supposed to have a 
meaning and a plan. 
Habakkuk. 2:2 Then the LORD said to me, 
“Write the vision. Make it clear on tablets so 
that anyone can read it easily.” 

2- The VISION without YOU is useless. 
You need to receive the vision. God is look-
ing for Visionary people who are determined 
to fulfill the Vision; people that understand 
what things should be done and know that 
all this comes from God. 

3- The VISION will be tested. 
All Vision will be tested by various conflicts 
and adversities. We must allow the vision to 
be tested and stand the test of time. If the 
Vision is of God, nothing will stop us. 

4- The VISION takes time. 
It does not come immediately, it is a process. 
It needs time to grow, mature and be imple-
mented. The vision needs you to take care of 
it; you work until you see it performed. 

5- The VISION must be communicated so 
that more people will get involved in it. 

Habakkuk 2: 2 says—Make it clear on tablets 
so that anyone can read it easily.”… which 
means we need to share with others. They 
will listen to it and will want to be part of it. 

Remember what the Bible says “without 
Vision, you will perish…” 

 

 

Thank you Sheila Dagenhart and the Congregational 

Care team for all that you did for the shut-in’s during 

the month of December. The cards, gifts, and treat 

bags were appreciated by all. Thank you for a job well 

done and we look forward to what 2022 has in store.  



 

 

Food For Thought—Drive Thru Meal 
     Meal Sponsored in Memory of Bill & Lucille Ervin 
 
Thank to all those who helped sponsor the drive-thru meal in 

Memory of William (Bill) and Lucille Ervin in December. The 

meal served was Barbecue, Potato Salad, Slaw, Buns, and 

dessert. Those who picked up the meal enjoyed. Thank you 

also to the Boy Scout Troop #174 for fixing the BBQ.  It was 

delicious and you did a great job preparing the meat.  

 

 



 

 

 



 

Thank You Troutman First 

     During the month of December, our outreach 

committee collected items for Jurney’s Nursing 

Home of Statesville. Thank you for the generous   

outpouring of items for this mission event. There 

were over twenty fleece blankets collected for the  

residents, along with other items such as hand lotion, 

fuzzy socks, large print word finds, crossword       

puzzles, and hygiene products. The staff at Jurney’s 

was amazed at the generous outpouring from our 

church.  

    Thank you to our Outreach Coordinator and the 

generous folks at Troutman First. Continue to watch 

the newsletter, emails, and listen to our phone trees 

for other ways to be the Body of Christ is missional 

efforts. Blessings to each who were able to help.  

 

Thank You! Thank You! On Sunday, December 19th, our church also collected over $700 for the 
tornado victims in recent storms in Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa. This money will 
be mailed to UMCOR for Disaster relief. Also, thank you to our Good Samaritan Fund and the Jour-
ney’s Sunday School class for purchasing Christmas presents for two families within our area.  

Case Farm Partnership 
     Case Farms (385 Pilch Rd., Troutman) 

chose to partner with Troutman First United 

Methodist and our Drive-Thru Meal Pro-

gram. On this past Tuesday, December 21st, 

Case Farms    presented our church with a 

check for $500 to sponsor a future drive-

thru meal. The check was then presented by 

the community outreach   coordinator, Ms. 

Vickie Waddell, of Case Farms. 

     During the month of December, Case 

Farms Employees collected Coats, Hats, 

Scarfs, and gloves and donated to Troutman 

First Clothes Closet. The box on the left is 

the huge selection of Coats for our Clothes 

Closet Ministry.  If you get a chance, send 

Ms. Vickie Waddell and Case Farms a 

“Thank You” note on behalf of our church. 

January Drive-Thru Meal 
The drive thru-meal for January  

2022 will be Chili Beans and the 

Trimmings (which of course will 

Include dessert). The meal will  

Be held on January 15th from  

4:00 PM until 6:30 PM (or until 

We run out of food). Please share 

The word with those in located in 

Our community so they can come and enjoy a delicious 

meal . We can always use help in the kitchen and drive-

thru direction crew. We always have a great time. If you 

could help, please let Pastor Jeff or Linda McCabe know.  



 

  

 

 

Confirmation 2021 / Youth News (Welcome New Troutman First UMC Members)  

We welcome our 2021 Confirmand Students into Membership at Troutman First UMC on Sunday, 

December 19th, 2021. Youth who joined our church are Aidan Michael Hebbard (Mentor, Jason 

Yager, and Parents Brian & Stacy Hebbard), Jillian Faith Yager (Mentor, Leigh Payne, Parents    

Jason & Julie Yager), Melina Hope Gutirrez (Mentor, Julie Yager, Parents Steve & Hope Bridges). 

We also welcomed into membership Mr. Steve Bridges (transferred membership from Clyde First 

Baptist Church), and Hope Bridges (transferred membership from Maggie Valley First Baptist).  

We welcome these members into our membership and look forward to seeing what 

God has in store for the Confirmands as they continue to grow in Christ.  

Santa Visited on Sunday, December 19th 

Sunday morning, December 19th, Santa Claus visited First Troutman United Methodist during the Sunday School 

hour. A special thanks to the Outreach Committee for providing a snack breakfast as members of the church enjoyed 

chatting and visiting with Santa Claus. Hope each of you got what you asked Santa Claus for that morning.  



 

Welcome new members to Troutman First United Methodist  
On Sunday, November 14th, 2021, we welcomed the following new members into the congregation of 

Troutman First United Methodist.  

Ms. Patty Pierce  - transfers membership from Central United Methodist, Concord, NC. 

Ms. Leigh Payne—transfers membership from Holy Trinity Lutheran, Troutman, NC.  

Ms. Marchia Boone—transfers membership from Huntersville, United Methodist, in Huntersville, NC.  

(Not Pictured—Ms. Ashley Saleeby Mize ) - Ashley and her son, Oliver, transfers from a Lutheran 

church in   Hickory, NC.  

Sunday, December 19th—We welcomed Steve & Hope Bridges and daughter Melina.  

We also welcomed Aidan Hebbard and Jillian Yager. For 2021, we welcomed 9 total individuals to our 

church.  

We welcome these individuals and families into our congregation and pledge to support them with our 

prayers and welcome them with love.  
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Happy New Year “2022” from Troutman First 


