
 

Lamentations 3:22-24 says, “The stead-
fast love of the Lord never   ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ 
says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in 
him.'”   
 
A new year marks a new beginning: a time 
for the children of God to reground them-
selves in the love of the Father. God loves 
to use new seasons to remind us of his de-
sire to continually make us new.  From 
winter to spring we see that which ap-
peared dead burst forth into beautiful    
arrays of God’s glorious work. And God 
longs for the same fresh start in our lives as 
he does for his creation. He longs to make 
things new as the new year begins. 

With the beginning of a new year, 2021, it’s 
time for us to gain perspective on that 
which needs rebirth. Whatever sin has   
entangled you this year does not have to 
gain victory over you in the next. Whatever 
lie you’ve believed that’s wrecked your 
emotions, thoughts, and actions does not 
have to win the battle over your mind next 
year. Whatever wound or disappointment 
that has hurt you can be healed and reborn 
to empower you for that which is to come. 

God’s heart is to meet you where you are 
today. He longs to meet you at your great-
est point of weakness and pain and wrap 
you up in his love. He longs for you to know 
he is with you, for you, and will walk with 
you into newness of life. “His mercies never 
come to an end;  they are new every morn-
ing” (Lamentations 3:22-23). God has   
limitless, powerful grace for you today. Run 
to him with your failures and struggles. 
Run to him with the pain of others’ words 
that he might speak his healing truth over 
you. 

Your heavenly Father loves you and is for 
you. He has new beginnings in store for 
you. But just as a tree needs fresh sunlight, 
warmth, and rain to bear fruit again, you 
need the refreshing rain of God’s grace and 
the warmth of his steadfast love to be made 
new. You can’t do it on your own. You 
weren’t made to do it on your own. All you 
need for a new beginning is wholly availa-
ble in the arms of your loving Father. Open 
up your heart to him today and receive 
newness of life. 

  Pastor Jeff 
 
 

  

Compassion Crafters Workday(s)   

    Friday, January  8th, 9:00—until 

     Friday, January 29th, 9:00—until 

Administrative Council Meeting 

     Sunday, January 24th, 11:30 AM  

Online Bible Study (Weekly) 

January 6th—6:30 PM Ephesians 1 & 2 

January 13th-6:30 PM Ephesians 3 & 4 

January 20th-6:30 PM Ephesians 5 

January 27th-6:30 PM Ephesians 6 

 

• The biggest room in the world is the 
room for improvement.  

• Improvement means doing something 
that we have never done before.  
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Vision without action is 

merely a dream. Action 

without vision just passes 

the time. Vision with action 

can change the world.  

Joel A. Barker 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%203.22-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%203.22-23


 

January Birthdays 

Jan 1st  - Analee Spath 

Jan 2nd  - Dawna Hamrick 

Jan 3rd  - Emma Renteria 

Jan 4th - Jackson Yager 

Jan 9th  - Patty Wilson 

Jan 10th  - Austin Dillon 

Jan 13th  - Jeff Hamrick 

Jan 14th  - Skye Adams 

Jan 16th  - Hunter Owens 

Jan 17th  - Jason Yager 

Jan 17th  - Michelle Walden 

Jan 19th  - Savannah White 

Jan 26th   - Phil Brown 

Jan 27th  - Jo Levan 

Jan 28th  - Sam Williams 

Anniversaries  

Jan 1st  - Jim & Kim Britland 

Jan 12th  - Brent & Dina Spath 

Jan 19th  - R.J. & Patty Wilson 

Jan 24th  - Lannie & Jean Brown 

A new year begins. It carries with it last year’s 
yet-to-be-fulfilled hopes and dreams and 
plans. It offers    renewed hope that God will 
make Himself known to and through us. That 
He will do away with all that hinders us from 
being the leaders we long to be. That He will 
transform our fear into God-confidence . . 
pride into humility . . .personal hurts and fail-
ure into restoration and renewal. We pray for 
transformation, to love more like Jesus, to live 
and lead more like Him, to experience His 
transforming power more fully. Where do you 
long for God to make Himself known in your 
life and leadership? 

This year, 2020, has taught us many things. 
Some of the things we likely wish we had not 
had to learn; but many of the things that came 
out are good things. We learned how to appre-
ciate others for what they do for us, we 
learned how much we value spending time 
with those we love, we learned that we enjoy 
being in the presence of our loved ones, we 
learned that a phone call or text can make 
someone’s day, and we learned that life is 
valuable and sometimes taken for granted.   

During this crisis, we have made it our focus 
to show appreciation to those serving in the 
community, finding alternate ways to spend 
virtual time with those we love, and be inten-
tional in communicating and encouraging 
others through calls and texts. As states and 
countries begin to reopen and we regain the 
ability to move about, go to work, and go to 
stores and restaurants, how do we make sure 
we don’t lose sight of these good things we 
learned during this crisis?  Since we are al-
ready doing this, the easy answer is, “Just 
keep doing it.” But, just as with the cruise, 
after 7 days of being away and enjoying    

quality time with the family, it would end, and 
life would pick up again with jobs, family, 
church, friends, and activities. 

When I was younger my dad used to tell me, 
“Keep the mainest thing, the mainest thing!” 
He was telling me to make sure I kept the 
most important things at the forefront and 
not let other, less important things, divert my 
attention. Sometimes that was, and is, easier 
said than done. It takes prayer, dedication, 
and commitment to accomplish this. God’s 
Word is always a good place to start when you 
have a challenge at hand. Here are some 
Scriptures that encourage staying focused on 
what is important: 

• Colossians 3:2 – “Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things.” 

• Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, 
in humility value others above your-
selves, not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the 
others.” 

• 1 John 3:11 – “For this is the message you 
heard from the beginning: We should 
love one another.” 

• Psalm 37:23-24 – “The Lord makes firm 
the steps of the one who delights in him; 
though he may stumble, he will not fall, 
for the Lord upholds him with his hand." 

I challenge you to take some time to ponder 
those things that you learned during this cri-
sis. Decide what things you want to continue 
doing and make them your “mainest things!” 

704 528-5110 

www.troutmanmethodist.com 
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Troutman, NC 28166 
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