
 

Psalm 27:5 says, “For in the day of 
trouble he will keep me safe in his 
dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter 
of his sacred tent and set me high upon 
a rock.”  
 
It is hard to believe that it has almost been 
a year since the COVID-19 pandemic hit 
our nation. During this trying time, we can 
still be of good faith because we know that 
God is in control. As our world has changed 
this past year with sheltering in place, and 
worshipping online, we can take comfort 
knowing God still reigns. The Bible is full of 
great men / women of faith who sheltered 
in place and the subsequent good that 
emerged after sheltering.    

Noah sheltered in the safety of the ark for 
forty days and night. After sheltering in 
place, Noah emerged as a Father of all the 
Nations.  

Jacob sheltered in the home of his uncle 
Laban to escape the wrath of his brother, 
Esau. Jacob emerged twenty-years later 
with a new family, new wealth, and a new 
identity. He became Israel, the new name 
for God’s chosen people. Joseph was shel-
tered for thirteen years in slavery and pris-
on, God used this to prepare him for great-
ness to save his chosen people from famine.  

Moses sheltered in a remote desert for forty
-years, God used Moses to free the children 
of God from Egypt and lead them to a new 
promised land. God sheltered Naomi in the 
barren land of Moab, she and her daughter-
in-law, Ruth, traveled to Bethlehem to par-
ticipate in a great love story that resulted in 
the birth of one of Jesus’ ancestors.  

As God was sheltering Paul in prison, Paul 
wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Philemon.  While John was on the isle 
of Patmos, John would write the greatest 
prophetic document of all time: the  Book 
of Revelation. After Jesus was in the tomb 
for three days and three nights, Jesus came 
forth in power with salvation to save the 
whole world.  

How has God used your sheltering in 
place? If you let Him, He will use it for your  
good and for the good of other people.  Will 
you use this time to slow down, and to take 
the time to listen to God. If we abide in 
him, then we can do the bidding of our 
God. For now, I pray that you find solace in 
the promises of God.                     

                           Pastor Jeff 

Compassion Crafters Workday(s)   

    Thursday, February 11th  9:00—until 

    Thursday, February 25th, 9:00—until 

Discipleship Committee Meeting 

     Sunday, February 21st, 11:30 A.M. 

Online Bible Study (Weekly) 

February 17th —6:30 PM Philippians 1 

February 24th -6:30 PM Philippians 2 

March 3rd  - 6:30 PM Philippians 3 

March 10th  - 6:30 PM Philippians 4 

 

• A house is a home when it shelters the body 
and comforts the soul.                        Phillip Moffitt 

• Everyone is in need of a shelter from the 
storm, be the shelter, be kind.                 Louduraj 
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He who dwells in the shelter of 

the Most High will abide in the 

shadow of the Almighty.  I will 

say to the Lord, “My refuge and 

my fortress, my God, in whom I 

trust. Psalm 91:1-2 



 

February Birthdays 

Feb 5th - Dina Spath 

Feb 7th  - Bill Patterson 

Feb 9th  - Trinity Adams 

Feb 9th  - Peter Danielewski 

Feb 11th  - Carleen Willard 

Feb 11th  - Olivia Adams 

Feb 12th  - Scarlett Walden 

Feb 13th  - Brenda Sue Scott 

Feb 19th  - Allen Ragler 

Feb 22nd  - Cory Habict  

Feb 24th  - Jillian Yager 

Feb 28th  - Maxine warren  

 

Anniversaries  

Feb 8th  - Rabhi & Sharon Chaaban 

 

How will you spend Valentine’s day? 
Will you spend time romancing that 
special someone? Or will you possibly 
remember that special someone who 
is no longer with you.  

However you choose to celebrate this 
day set aside for love, why not try to 
celebrate it in a different way.  

What if we remember that we are in 
love with Jesus; He is our valentine. 
So on this day, let us spend some time 
reflecting on how much Jesus loves 
me. You can still give your spouse, 
your children and the grandchildren 
some token of affection such as cards 
or candy. The joy for you can be let-
ting your family know that you love 
them and telling them that Jesus loves 
them more that you ever could.  

It is a good day to interject that nug-
get of truth about the love of God. 
Everyday is a Valentine’s day to me 
because God makes me feel loved and 
special. My advice is to take a differ-
ent look at how you can use this day 
to witness the love of God to someone 
else or invite some friends to know 
more about His love. Whatever your 
status is, be sure to let Jesus know 
that He is the love of your life no mat-
ter how you celebrate.  

John 3:16   - For God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.  

Once we experience God’s lavish, un-
conditional love, the only reasonable 
response is to share that love with 
others. Jesus also gave a command 
that appears illogical and at times im-
possible.  

Luke 6:27—”But to you who are will-
ing to listen, I say, love your enemies! 
Do good to those who hate you.”  

Our natural tendency is to love only 
those who love us, which Jesus said is 
no credit to us. The selfless love He 
described can only be expressed with 
supernatural help from God’s Spirit, 
but it offers the world an undeniable 
witness of God’s transforming love 
and power. 

Maybe we should use February 14th 
to reach out to those who don’t come 
to our mind when we think of Valen-
tines. Try sharing God’s love to some-
one new this year.   
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At TROUTMAN FIRST 

Compassion Crafters 
 

     During the past year, the Compassion 
Crafters have not been inactive. Members 
of this group have either quilted / crafted 
at home sheltered in place; or have gath-
ered at Troutman First to sew. The project 
that seems to occupy their sewing time at 
the moment is manufacturing “Fidget 
Blankets.”  
     Fidget blankets are created for dementia 
and Alzheimer patients who are in elderly 
care facilities, Adult day cares, or memory-
loss units. These blankets contain items 
sewn into the fabric that stimulate and 
keep the mind active and engaged.  The 
Compassion Crafters serve three nursing 
homes in the Statesville Area, and two 
adult daycare homes in Charlotte with 
these blankets. The group is currently fill-
ing an order for one-hundred fidget blan-
kets and have delivered twenty-six blan-
kets year-to-date.  If you wish to learn how 
to sew and make a “fidget blanket,” I am 
sure these ladies will teach you the skills.  
     After fidget blankets, this group plans to 
make wheelchair quilts for nursing home, 
or home-bound shut-ins. These colorful 
quilts will be blankets /quilts that can fit 
over the recipients laps without interfering 
with the wheels of the wheelchair. As this 
is a new project by the group, there are no 
pending orders.  
     Thank you to Sonya Yager for her lead-
ership, and all those who are quilting and 
sewing on these projects and more. “Glory” 

Shoes For Kids  - B2SB 
 

     In 2020, with the COVID-19 pandemic 
the Back 2 School Bash was unable to host 
foot-washing and shoe distribution at the 
event. To supplement and aid children who 
needed new pairs of Shoes, the Statesville 
UMC Missional network (in which our 
church is a member) created a shoe distri-
bution ministry. Our own Lay Pastor, Jim 
Wollin is instrumental in this ministry.  
     Guidance counselors from twenty-three 
North Iredell, Statesville, and Troutman 
schools alert the network of children who 
are in need of a new pair of shoes. At that 
time, Jim and laity member Emma, from 
Christ Boulevard, fill the request from an 
inventory amount left-over from B2SB 
purchases. If the shoe size requested is not 
in inventory, they purchase the shoes from 
a local vendor. Once the shoe order has 
been filled, the shoes are either dropped 
off at the nearest church to that school that 
placed the request. Or, if the pastor or a 
laity is unavailable to drop off the request, 
Jim Wollin will deliver to the guidance 
counselor.  
     As of this date, one hundred-forty-eight 
shoes have been distributed to school chil-
dren in need. I love Jim’s quote, we have 
children in our schools now with “happy 
feet.” Troutman First UMC, you have 
helped make this a reality for children in 
need through the purchase of shoes, or 
financial contributions. To God be the  
“GLORY,” as we say in church.  

Souper Bowl Month—
February 

 
     During this month, the youth 
will be collecting canned food 
items, financial contributions (to 
shop for food), or gift cards to 
Food Lion for in-store purchas-
es. Troutman First Food pantry 
on average feeds eight to ten 
families per month.  
     It takes non-perishable food 
items being in stock so that local 
families who are in need do not 
go hungry. At this time, our food 
pantry is low on stock of the fol-
lowing food items: 

Canned Meats 
Instant Potato 

Pancake Syrup & Mix 
Cereals  / Oatmeal 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Canned Food Items w/pop tops 
Peanut Butter 

Crackers / Saltines 
Canned Fruit 

 
At this time we do not need 

Green Beans or Corn 
Any other vegetables are needed 

 
You can drop these off at the 
church office, or bring to in-
person worship during the 
month.  Thank you for helping! 

Financial Update  - 2021 
For the month of January, we met our budgeted offering amount needed for the month. At the end of the month, 
we had collected $425 more than budgeted. Thank  you for your faithful giving (this is a “GLORY.”). 
 
To give your financial contribution to Troutman First United Methodist, you may mail donations to the following:  
Troutman First United Methodist 
P.O. Box 717 
Troutman, North Carolina 28166 



 Bible Journaling or Verse Mapping 
By Brenda Sue McKamey-Scott, Lay Leader 

     Are the above titles strange words to you?  Well, they were to me until Covid-19 came around.  As with most of 
us, we were looking for things to do when we had to shelter in place.  There are only so many closets or drawers 
you can clean out and then you think; what do I do next?    
     Pinterest might be the favorite application of some of us and I am no exception; our go to when we are looking 
for something to make, do or create.   I started seeing all these beautiful words and drawings that people were do-
ing on their Bibles pages. It piqued my interest and with that created an outlet for me when I was doing my morn-
ing devotion and a new adventure during my time of being alone.   
     To Bible Journal, I take a favorite verse or meaning to me and locate it in my Bible, highlight it and then pray 
that the Lord gives me a vision of what I need to do, whether just apply words or do a drawing and words.  Here 
are a few pictures of what GOD has given to me.   

  

     The little owls are napkins which I pasted to a tree which is watercolor.  The napkin came from a Bible journaling friend in 
Russia. I belong to a group on Facebook called Sacra Via along with several members of our church.   The second picture is one 
I did on a canvas at Christmas time. If you attended Christmas Eve service you saw it.  Some asked why not Mary holding Baby 
Jesus, but I felt I wanted our Lord holding his only Son.   The last picture is watercolor again with a small field of trees stand-
ing tall.   
     I wanted to ask others to help me start a journaling group, so with the help of Dawna Hamrick, Patty Wilson, Patsy Biddy 
and Leigh Payne we got together for two sessions before COVID-19 stopped us.  Our goal is to grow our group of anyone who 
wants to learn, share and study your Bible.   I have some extra Bibles just for journaling and if you would like to join us please 
reach out to any of us above or call me at 704-689-5014 or email  skylady0246@gmail.com if you are interest in learning to 
journal.  I promise you do not have to be an artist to learn, create and experience Bible Journaling.  I have 3 Bibles looking for 
a new home. More to come. 
     As for Bible Verse Mapping, most of us remember conjugating sentences when we were in school and a new passion of mine 
has become Bible Verse Mapping which I discovered when I was learning about Bible Journaling. I saw interest again on     
Pinterest of how you can dig deeper into a verse to understand the meaning of the Who, What, When, Why and How of GOD ’s 
WORD along with other translations, the Greek or Hebrew words, and take each word and define definitions or synonyms and 
root words.     
Let us look at the Verse, Design, Develop, Actions and Outcome of mapping a verse with an example below:      

VERSE: What Verse am I mapping?  What key words or phrases are speaking to me today?   Select and write your verse to 
map and the translations. (i.e.  KJV, SBV, etc.) 

 Design: What different translations make up the design for this verse?  Underline key phrases or words repeated.  Write 
your verse in two or more translations.  Identify key words or phrases that stand out among the varying translations. 

Develop:  What is the Greek or Hebrew meaning for the underlined phrases or words?  Look up key words or phrases in 
Greek/Hebrew.  Write down definitions, synonyms, and root words.  Discover any underlying meanings in the verse 
and note it.     

 Actions:  What actions developed the story in this verse?  What is happening in this verse?  To Whom?   Research and 
document the people, places, and the context reference.  Ask:  Who, What, When, Why and How?  Note connections to 
other concepts in Scripture you are familiar with and/or find in your research. 

Outcomes:  What is GOD saying to me today?  How do I apply this to my life?  Review your map from beginning to end 
(Verse to Action).  Notice what God is saying to you through the verse map.  How does this truth apply to your life?  
Write a one to two sentences summary of what you learned.  Anchor the verse you mapped to your life…. This is the 
treasured truth the map brought to you. 

If you are interest in knowing or learning more about either Bible Journaling or Bible Verse Mapping please reach out to me 
and let me help you get started.  I have templates available for either right or left handed persons, let me know if interested.  

      Love and Blessings to you all,  Brenda Sue 

mailto:skylady0246@gmail.com


 First Std 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
City, ST 

Permit # 000 

Troutman First United Methodist 
P.O. Box 717 
Troutman, NC 28166 

The MESSENGER 
Volume 21 * Issue 2 

February 2021 


