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Pastor’s Corner
Ninety Years Young – Happy Birthday First Troutman UMC
Colossians 3:16 - Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts.
Proverbs 16:31 NLT "Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained by living a godly life."
Have you ever wondered who first coined the phrase, “it’s my 29th birthday?” When in actuality
it is twenty-six removed (as I just recently celebrated another birth year). I have never been one to
really dwell on age, it doesn’t matter to me really how old I am. But as I age, I can tell that it is
important that we keep track of the years passed. Despite the increasing number of candles that are
on my birthday cake, I choose to enjoy each year as it comes and count it as a blessing, not
something in which to dread.
One thing that comes with getting older is that the comfort level with myself has increased. At
some point, I realized God had created me to fill a special spot in His plan, a place no one else could
fill. Thus, the competition in life diminished and I enjoy my friends and family without concern of
what I did.
"For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good
things He planned for us long ago." Ephesians 2:10 NLT
This year, First Troutman UMC celebrates ninety years of ministry in our current location. As we
look back over the past years, we celebrate the ministries and opportunities that God has given us
to reach out in love to those living in the town of Troutman, surrounding areas, and the world. We
also vision and anticipate what God is calling us to do as a church? What is He leading us toward?
Too many times we are busy doing the same things; filling the calendar with “what we did last
year,” and we really have no vision for where we are going. Jeremiah 29:11 says that “God has a
plan.” God has a desire, a vision, and a plan for First Troutman UMC. We must have faith and

courage to fight through the fear of the unknown and trust God. God will not let the church fail.
God will help us meet the needs of the present, invest wisely into the future, and to help us explore
new ways to reach our next generations. Let us celebrate our past 90 years and look forward to the
future and beyond.
Pastor Jeff Hamrick
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
REFRESHMENTS 9:00AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15AM
WORSHIP ANEW
SERVICE 10:15AM

FREE
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL
Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 5:30 PM
KIDS CLUB, YOUTH &
ADULT BIBLE STUDY
6:30PM

COMMUNITY CLOTHES
CLOSET
EVERY MON. & WED.
9:30—11:30AM
Carrie Larson, Coordinator

Happy Hearts Adult Ministry
Thursday February 21
11:30 Lunch
12:00 Program
Lunch is $5.00—Fried chicken, potato salad, green beans and dessert.
FUNNY STORY DAY—GAME DAY
On this day, we plan to laugh and have fun!
First, come prepared to share the funniest story
that ever happened to you in your life.

Second, come prepared for some table games to enjoy with each other.
Invite a friend, and call Gilda with your reservation. 704-528-5110
Community Clothes Closet
Thank you to everyone who has donated toiletry items for the Clothes Closet! Those items will go fast
and we are glad to have a supply of those items. We would like to continue accepting donations for any
toiletry items and we thank you in advance for your support!! I would like to extend a big thank you to
ALL of our volunteers that have helped with the Clothes Closet and continue to volunteer their time!
Without, we wouldn’t be able to continue this mission! I am working on a communication board to have
at the Clothes Closet so we are able to inform everyone of all of our upcoming events. If there is anything
you would like to share on that communication board, please let me know.
Thank you,
Carrie Larson
carrie@signshopbtm.com

Angel’s Armoire Consignment Sale
The dates have been set for the Spring Sale and are April 10th-13th.
Drop Off and Set Up will be April 4th-6th. I will be in need of volunteers
to help make this sale just as successful as our fall sale was! We will need help during set up with the
racks, tables, tagging clothes, sorting clothes, hanging clothes; during the sale with checking out customers, helping keep items organized, and helping customers find items; during clean up with sorting all of
the items by seller number, and putting racks, tables and chairs back to their original place. Please let me
know if you would be interested in volunteering. Tagging and Registration for the Spring Sale should be
up and running this week. Please like Angel’s Armoire Consignment Sale on Facebook and help spread
the news of our spring sale!!
Thank you,
Carrie Larson
angelsarmoire@gmail.com

First Troutman Yard Sale – March 8th & 9th
In recent weeks, shows have become popular about the subject of de-cluttering the mess from
your life. These shows claim that “our mess” causes stress and that if you’re not taking care of
the clutter in your home, you may not be taking care of yourself either. According to
Psychology Today and Web MD, people tend to feel like life is out of control when they
surround themselves with more things than they can manage. So, basically what they are
saying is that everyone has a little “junk” lying around the house. Ok, some of us have more
than a little.
On Friday, March 8th, and Saturday, March 9th the church will
sponsor a Spring Yard Sale in the church fellowship hall. What a
perfect time for us to get rid of some of the “clutter” in our lives.
Start collecting your stuff you would like to donate to the yard
sale. If possible, price these items in advance and watch the
bulletin / newsletter for when to drop these items off at the
church for the Yard Sale.

RANDY’S SHARE NIGHT

Tuesday, February 12th 4 to 8pm

Eat In or Take Out

COME OUT AND ENJOY SOME GREAT FOOD
AND FELLOWSHIP!
10% OF ALL RESTAURANT PROCEEDS DURING
THESE 4 HOURS GO TO TFUMC
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 19th
in the room off the kitchen. We have a meal at 6:30pm.
We also have Bible Study each meeting.
All men of the church are welcome and encouraged to attend.
We need your talents for projects in our church
& missions in the community.
HELP MINISTRIES will be meeting February 18th
at 6:00pm at Julia’s Talley House
COME AND FIND YOUR PASSION FOR HELPING OTHERS!
Food Pantry needs for February are canned beans and/or dried beans (bags).
Thank you so much for your generosity to those in need!
We deliver meals February 11-15. We need volunteers for meal delivery;
this would only be once a month & is so important to those who receive these meals.
If you can help, please call the church. Thanks!

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
The worship committee did a great job planning for the recent season
of Advent! All the programs were a blessing to the congregation.
It is now time to plan for the upcoming season of Lent. Easter is on
April 21st this year. There is much planning and work to be done between now and then.
The first Worship Committee meeting of 2019 will be held on Sunday
February 10th at 11:45 in the fellowship hall. PLEASE make arrangements to attend this short meeting to begin the processes necessary to
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior!
If anyone that is not on the committee would like to come and assist in
the planning, please fell free to do so! The more input the better!
Kenny Overcash

Our Prayer Concerns
In Assisted Living/Shut-ins: Annie Lapish, Norma Boone, Jo Levan,
Jean H. Ervin, Carleen Willard, Maxine Warren, Donnie Bolton,
Madeline Bradburn, Lucille Ervin
Members: Jackson Yager, Kathy, Tommy & Shirley Boger, Kelly Miller, Jack Ervin
Pam Bendele, Jean A. Evin, Kim Britland, Clarice Miller, Wynell Clement,
Relatives & Friends: Hilda Mitchell, Chris Triplett, Tracie Sharpe, Debra Johnson,
Misty Faw, Lauunah Settlemyer, Jeffrey Olson, Davis Overcash, Richard Reep,
Jayme Frazier, Max Smith, Angela Sipes, Josie Frazier, Robert Wingate, Shyanna Petry,
Mia Ray, Mark Boger, William Summers, Clark Lockwood, Paulette Doss, Norma Blevins,
Bonnie Cook, Rene Bailey, Barbara Ince, Christina Flanders, Kathy Wise,
Sandra Ciocca, Devin Kiser, Anthony Fogle, Mary Lou Bolton, Mike Gunter, Casey Odem,
Steve Turbeville, Eleanor Hager, Allie Mae Brooks, Rick Ervin, Diane Arrington,
Bryan Paslay, Julie Bryant, Tiffany Alexander, Lee Yager, Eric Adams, Susie Hoffman,
Joan Ervin Belk, Kenneth Allen, Natalee Brown, Ken Groth, Carter Bobak,
Wes Armstrong, Cyrus Shamloo, Seth Overcash, Joe Burchette, Ray Elmore, Luz Martinez,
Rev. Leroy Flohr, Ken Crissman, Brandi Porcelli, Elizabeth O’Neal, Britt Walden
Missionaries: Wollin family
*Please call the church, if you or a family member is hospitalized. Also, please keep us
updated with relatives and friends about how long to keep them on our prayer list.

Commission on A Way Forward
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General
Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26,
2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to receive and act on a
report from the Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was
authorized by General Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bishops to
examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and
exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.
On Sunday, February 17th, 2019, after the morning worship, a brief overview
(a healthy conversation) will be presented to our congregation concerning the
proposed plan that will be presented by the Commission on a Way Forward for vote
at the General Conference the following week. Members will have the option to stay
after worship for this special presentation or leave after the benediction.
Will you please join me in praying everyday between now and the time for the
special vote that will take place at General Conference. In particular, please pray for
The United Methodist denomination and our way forward. Pastor Jeff
GREAT TIME TO JOIN THE CHOIR!
I am in the process of looking over the possibilities for Easter music, and thought that it
would be a great time to invite those of you that sing to join us for the Easter season (and
hopefully after!)
I know that there are many of you that sit in the pews every Sunday and hide your talents
under a bushel basket. God said not to do that! I have mentioned to several of you that you
need to join us. I hope that you will see a way to make that happen.
You will be joining a talented group that loves to sing praises to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Yes, it
requires some of your valuable time (rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7:30pm and Sunday mornings), but your
talents should be put to good use.
My dad always preached to us about using our talents. He and mom were quite talented musicians themselves.
They used their talents in church their whole lives. Dad always told us that “if you don’t use your talents, God
will take them away and give them to someone who will.” His philosophy was “use it or loose it!” That
should never happen!

With that in mind, come and use your talents in the church choir!

Kenny Overcash

New Discipleship Opportunities at Troutman First
Check out the new Discipleship
Development Opportunities
Pre-K—Toddler Classes—Linda Franklin
Kindergarten—1st Grade—
Carrie Larson & Julie Yager
2nd—5th Grades—Dawna Hamrick & Jim Pittman
Youth (6th—12th) - Jim Wollin & Missy Jablonski
Young Adults - Pastor Jeff
Journey - (Jean Brown & Patsy Biddy)
Whitener Little—Ralph Dagenhart
Come grow with us in the discipline of spiritual growth!

Troutman History
Now let’s see where were we, oh yeah 1861 the “Troutman Depot” has just been built giving the area a
chance to develop and grow.
In surveying for the railroad, they reached the Wagon Shop of the Troutman boys in the summer
of 1860. This is where the railroad would put the depot and it became “Troutman’s Depot”. This name
for this area stuck and later we will see it becomes just Troutman. This area was referred to as “Hickory
Crossing” for some time because of a huge hickory tree that stood in the fork in the roads there where
the depot was located. Still another name for this area was one that still hangs around today. Nearby
was a post office called the “Fallstown Post Office” and from that the area was sometimes called
“Fallstown”. There is still some of Fallstown around. When the depot was put in, the post office moved
closer to the depot and the area then became known as the “Troutman’s Depot”. You can see how
growth can cause things to change even the name we use to make a location known to all.
Later in the 1880’s there were dreams of making Troutman’s a kind of tourist center where
people would come and spend quiet vacations. There was another attraction to add to the draw to the
location, that being the Linster’s Springs, which formerly was the Poison Springs and later became what
is now known as Barium Springs, which is only a very short distance from Troutman. All of this was
developed into a kind of resort, also in this time frame an attempt was made to establish this place as a
church center and a school center.
The growth of Troutman’s area was not well planned but came about as a result of normal
growth. It was after 1900 before the village grew enough to be a merchandising center, church center
and school center. Troutman’s became an incorporation with a charter written and a city government set
up in 1905, with the official name of Troutman rather than Troutman’s. I have not found any where that
shows when the name went from Troutman’s Depot to just Troutman’s, but I feel sure that happened
just as many other things happen to just shorten the name to make things easier for folks to say. We as
people have a tendency to do that very thing, shorten things to make it faster and easier for us all.
Well that is a little more history; more next time.
Melvin Ervin

Jean Brown
I was born July 21, 1939 in Statesville near Monticello School. I went to school there my first
two years.
Growing up on a large farm has left me with pleasant childhood memories. My sister and I,
along with our two brothers, grew up with chores like gathering eggs and feeding the chickens. I never
tried to milk a cow, but my brothers were experts.
Our fashions were jeans and flannel shirts until we started to school. Then my mother learned
how to sew. Dresses were the attire for school girls in those days.
A football player became my husband. I cheered for him from the sidelines. We were married
almost sixty years ago. We have two daughters who have gifted us with two sons-in-law, six grandchildren, two granddaughters-in-law, and five great-grandchildren. We have a son who died in 1997.
I have been a teacher all my adult life. First, it was in Iredell-Statesville Schools. I had good
years with my eighth and ninth graders.
Now I am a teacher in my church. I had always known the name of Jesus even as a child. But it
was as a bible teacher that I learned who Jesus really is. My hope for my church is that it will be there
long after I am gone.

Life & Times of Lannie Brown
Born 1940, Lytton St., Troutman, NC. One day at Church Jean Malbouef told me she delivered
me. Jean was a nurse who lived at the Apartment the Church owns.
Moved around growing up; Troutman, Washington DC, Troutman, Statesville (two places),
Troutman, Florida (two places), West Iredell, Statesville, Troutman. By this time, I was seventeen and
had learned to pack light.
As you can imagine I changed schools a lot, eight or nine times to complete 12 years. Friends in
lots of places.
Met Jean at Troutman High, she was a Cheerleader; I was on the basketball and football teams.
Married at York, SC.
My grandfather owned a sawmill on Lytton St., my dad’s nickname was Sawmill Brown; he was
in the construction business and started on his own in 1946. I worked for him in the summers as a
laborer. My uncles owned a Kitchen Cabinet business; I worked for them in the summers and then in
the office. I worked for International Paper Co as a production scheduler. I was in the Army National
Guard as a part timer, went on Fulltime Active Duty with the National Guard for 30 years. Traveled all
over North Carolina and the US. After retirement I worked for H & R Block for a few years, I would be
laid off every year on April 15; this suited me.
First memories of Church were the Front St. Baptist Church in Statesville, then the Baptist
Church in Florida. Next was Monticello Methodist Church on Island Ford Road west of Statesville.
I came to Troutman FUMC at age 15 and have been here ever since.
I have been on most of the Church committees, Chairman of some.
I would like to see our Church grow and serve our community.

Be My Valentine’s
Youth Rose Sale
Pre-order your valentine roses today! Not just for your significant
other! Think of your mother, father, friend, co-worker, son or
daughter, the list is endless. Giving a rose to someone who has
been a part of your life can be a great way to say you care.
The youth will provide a vase and card with each set (Single $8,
Trio $15, Half $25). You may personalize the message if you wish.
All orders need to be paid in advance. Your set will need to picked-up in the fellowship
hall February 14th between 10am-7pm. Dead line for orders is February 12th. If you have
any questions please call Dina Spath 704-658-5742. Thank you for your love and devotion
to one another.
1 John 4:16
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.

Five Simple Statements of Wisdom (Maybe)
1. If you tell the truth, you don’t need to remember anything.
2. Never test the depth of water with both feet.
3.Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their
shoes. That way, when you criticize them, you’re a mile away
and you have their shoes.
4.If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving is not for you.
5. Generally speaking, you aren’t learning much when your lips
are moving.
See you in church!

Pastor Jim

WOLLINS IN ALBANIA—OUR MISSIONARY FAMILY

Jamie Wollin Announces Successful Negotiation For
Building For Auto Mechanic Shop in Tirana, Albania
After months of negotiation to rent appropriate building space
to house an auto repair and training shop, Jamie Wollin, our
missionary, announced on Facebook that he had leased a
spacious building that was his first choice. It will allow for a
tech training center for the Roma men he works with who
struggle with unemployment. This building lease has been a
dream of Jamie’s for a year and will provide hope to a
community of men in need of support.
Jamie Wollin—Friends, here is the shop! Thanks to all of you
who have prayed for a place for this ministry. Transformation of this place is coming this year!
We’ll keep you posted with pictures and prayer requests and other needs.

Jamie and Holle just announced that they will be coming to North Carolina for 8 weeks
this summer. We are already making plans for a Wednesday night evening at the churchwith the entire family!
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Refreshments 9:00
Sunday School 9:15

Wednesday

Tuesday
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1

2
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14

15

16

21

22

23

Happy Hearts

Friday Night

11:30am

Jam 7 - 9 pm

Clothes Closet
Clothes Closet

9:30-11:30am

Worship Anew 10:15 9:30-11:30am
Wed. Meal 5:30pm
Scout Sunday

Kids Club, Youth &
Bible Study 6:30pm
Cub Scouts 7pm
Choir Practice 7:30

10

11

12

Refreshments 9:00
Sunday School 9:15

13
Clothes Closet

Clothes Closet

Worship Anew 10:15 9:30-11:30am

9:30-11:30am
Randy's BBQ
Share Night 4-8pm

Wed. Meal 5:30pm

Worship Team

Kids Club, Youth &

meeting 11:45

Bible Study 6:30pm
Cub Scouts 7pm
Choir Practice 7:30

17

18

19

Refreshments 9:00
Sunday School 9:15

20
Clothes Closet

Clothes Closet

9:30-11:30am

Worship Anew 10:15 9:30-11:30am
Wed. Meal 5:30pm
Discussion about

Help Ministries

Methodist Men

Kids Club, Youth &

Special General

meeting 6pm

6:30pm

Bible Study 6:30pm

Conference 11:45

Cub Scout Leaders
Cub Scouts 7pm

24

25

Refreshments 9:00
Sunday School 9:15

Troutman Elem

Clothes Closet

Worship Anew 10:15 9:30-11:30am

Choir Practice 7:30

26

27

meeting 7pm

28

Prayer Breakfast
Randy's BBQ
8:30am
Clothes Closet
9:30-11:30am
Wed. Meal 5:30pm
Kids Club, Youth &

Cub Scouts 7pm

Bible Study 6:30pm
Choir Practice 7:30

BIRTHDAYS: Dina Spath, 5th; Bill Patterson, 7th; Trinity Adams, 9th; Carleen Willard, Olivia Adams, 11th;
Carolina Wright, 16th; Natasha Rogers, 19th; Cory Habicht, 22nd; Jillian Yager, 24th; Maxine Warren, 28th
ANNIVERSARIES: Rabhi & Sharon Chaaban, 8th

If you are receiving this newsletter by “snail mail” and have an e-mail address you would
like us to send it to, please e-mail gildapryor1@gmail.com
or call me at the office, 704-528-5110.
This will save the church paper and postage, you will receive the newsletter faster,
and it will be in full color! You can also access the newsletter on our website at
www.troutmanmethodist.com.
The website has a calendar, a schedule of events, and you can listen to the sermons.
from the past Sundays.

Troutman First United Methodist Church
PO Box 717
Troutman, NC 28166

FEBRUARY 2019 SERVANTS
USHERS: Chief: Lannie Brown, Kenny Bradburn, Phil Hurst, Sheila Dagenhart

KEEPER OF THE CHURCH:
SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY:
ACOLYTES
2-3 Caytlyn Larson
Jillian Yager

Josh Dillon
Donna Auld

TELLER: Billie Powell

WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY
Donna Auld
Erin Hodges

JUNIOR CHURCH
Carrie Larson
& Helpers

2-10 Austin Dillon
Avery Dillon

Sharon Chaaban
Donna Miller

Linda Franklin
& Helpers

2-17 Aidan Hebbard
Cara Shea

Gilda Pryor
Missy Jablonski

Linda Franklin
& Helpers

2-24 Lizzy Hodges
Eddie Hodges

Carol Hebbard
Aubry Sims

Linda Franklin
& Helpers

Thank you so much for serving.
If you can’t serve on the day listed,
please switch with someone else.

