
 

     You are no longer wandering exiles. This 
kingdom of faith is now your home country. 
You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. 
You belong here, with as much right to the 
name Christian as anyone. God is building 
a home. He’s using us all  - irrespective of 
how we got here  - in what he is building.  
He used the apostles and prophets for the 
foundation. Now He’s using you, fitting you 
in brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ 
Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all the 
parts together. We see it taking shape day 
after day  -  a holy temple built by God, all 
of us built into it, a temple in which God is 
quite a home.      Ephesians 2:19-22 MSG 

      What tradition do you most associate 
with the Christmas holiday? For many, it 
would be the tradition of traveling or going 
home for the holiday to be with family.    
Images of a wreath on the front door, gifts 
under the decorated tree, the chatter of the 
family as they gather around the food-laden 
table and maybe there are Christmas carols 
playing softly in the background. There is 
something special to return to the home of 
your parents to catch us with family that you 
seldom get to see. Or, maybe your have the 
tradition of opening your home for those 
who are far from their own or who don’t 
have a place to call home for now.  
     Home was God’s idea from the start. 
When God joined Adam and Eve, it was for 
home and blessing. And today, home is still 
a priority in God’s kingdom; a place to gath-
er, to love and to belong.    
     Home is meant to be a place where the 
people are drawn to and it is why Christmas 

is so pivotal because though we were        
estranged from our Heavenly home and 
from the presence of God our Father, God 
sent His only Son to be born that ALL might 
ultimately find their way HOME. When the 
Son of God entered the world, it was to 
bring the love of God to the people so we 
could experience his love and blessing. The 
ultimate reason Christ came was so we could 
find out way HOME (to find a way to His 
eternal Home).  
     The arrival of Jesus born of a virgin, is 
central to life and gives us identity and pur-
pose, belonging and acceptance. When 
Christ returns again and He will establish 
Heaven on earth, there will be no more wan-
dering, no more tears and sadness, no more 
images of despair and pain. Our worship 
will be joyful knowing that our Savior has 
replaced war with peace and fear with calm. 
     While you are preparing your home for 
the season, whether rushing about, relaxing 
with friends or having time on your own, my 
prayer is that you are overwhelmed by a 
sense of belonging and of value. That you 
feel the love, care, and forgiveness that God 
expressed to you personally when He gave 
Jesus to the world. As a church, our prayer 
is that we will carry this extended message 
of hope, love, acceptance and peace to the 
individual (both near and far) in need of 
good news.   
     Merry Christmas, dear friends. May the 
roads you travel be light and memories 
meaningful. And may you always find your 
way back HOME. Love,  

   Pastor Jeff Hamrick  
  

Town of Troutman                  

Christmas Parade 

Saturday, December 4th, 11:00 AM 

Visit from Santa Claus 

Sunday, December 19th @ 9:15 AM  

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

And Communion Service 

Friday, December 24th @ 7:00 PM 

Cub Scouts 

Meet Monday evenings at church 

7:00—8:30 PM 

 

Drive-Thru Church Event 

December 11th @ 4:00—6:30 PM 
 

  

 Bible Study (@ Fellowship Hall   

& Online via Phone) 

December 1st, 8th, and 15th  

Taste & See the Lord is Good Study 

Stay tuned— 

Wonderful Wednesday Meal and 

Programming set to resume in 

the first of the year Watch for 

more details.  

 

 “May your home be filled with the magic and joy of 
Christmas and may your hearts be filled with love and 
warmth.” 

 “From home to home and heart to heart, from one place 
to another. The warmth and joy of Christmas brings us 
closer to each other”                                 Emily Matthews
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December Birthdays  

December 5th  - Nancy Nye 

December 5th  - Ed Pryor 

December 11th  - Brian Hebbard 

December 14th  - Laura Crater 

December 17th  - Shon White Jr.  

December 19th  - Elizabeth Bradshaw 

December 21st  - Aidan Hebbard 

December 25th  - Jack Ervin 

December 27th  - RJ Wilson 

December 29th  - Ava Poteat 

 

 

     Can you imagine that first major home-
coming day in history? Soldiers, servants, 
tentmakers, rich merchants on camels, 
large families on foot, and crying babies on 
hips all had arrived to crowded streets and 
overbooked hotels.  

     Caesar Augustus had ordered a census 
and wanted everyone near and far to be 
counted. So everyone squeezed into the 
city. Well, almost everyone. The shepherds 
were still out in the fields—but nobody no-
ticed them.  Poor, outcast, and overlooked 
by everybody, the shepherds figured they 
didn't count anyway.   I wonder if 
you’ve ever felt that way. Joseph’s 
great-great-great-and even greater-
grandfather, was David. So, Joseph had to 
go back to Bethlehem to be counted too. 
And of course, he brought along Mary, who 
was pregnant with the baby Messiah inside.  

     I wonder if Mary remembered God’s 
promise of a Bethlehem-born Savior. Trav-
el is slow when you are about to have a ba-
by and you are riding on a donkey. When 
Mary and Joseph finaly arrive in Bethle-
hem, the only room left was a stable for 
animals. When Mary and Joseph finally 
arrive and get settled in the stable, Mary 
had a baby, God’s only Son, Jesus. Mary, 
like any good mothers, gently wraps him in 
a blanket, and I can only imagine that Jo-
seph carefully tucks him into the feeding 
troth in the manager.  

     

      I wonder if Joseph peeked outside the 
stable to see if anyone important was com-
ing to see the Savior. Out in the fields were 
the shepherds who were watching their 
sheep. They did not know that a Savior had 
been born into the world. God was about to 
change that. Like a new dad bursting with 
excitement, God announced to the world 
that Jesus had arrived. The first people 
God wanted to tell were the shepherds. The 
sky was dark except for a bright new star 
shining in the distance. The air was silent 
except for the snoring of sheep and a few 
off  - duty shepherds. Then angels appear 
and God’s glory shone all around. The 
shepherds were terrified. “Do not be afraid, 
the angels reassures them that they have 
GREAT NEWS for everyone everywhere.  

God’s Son the Savior of the world was just 
born. I wonder why God told the shepherds 
first. The shepherds believed and they 
could not wait to see the Son of God. They 
dropped everything and ran across the field 
through the streets, past people, and into 
the stable where they found God’s Son 
sleeping in a manager.  

      The Savior had arrived to welcome the 
world. It was a special homecoming day in 
Bethlehem.  
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First Troutman United Methodist  

To Worship, To Learn, and To 
Share  the name of Jesus Christ 

to others.  



 

During the Month of December  - Come Home For Christmas! 
Join us for our sermon series in our safe sanctuary. You may wear 
your mask, sit in the balcony, or space yourself apart in our        
spacious sanctuary. But Come Home! We miss our family.  

Upcoming Sermon Topics 
 

November 28th  - 1st Sunday of Advent 
Luke 2:22-38, Romans 8:24-26 

Sermon Series— 
Come Home for Christmas  

The Hope of Home 
 

December  5th  - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Luke 2:8-20; Isaiah 9:6-7 

Peace at Home 
 

December 12th  - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Luke 1:39-45; Psalm 13 

The Joy of Home 
 

December 19th  - 4th Sunday of Advent  
1 John 4:7-16 

Love found at Home 
 

December 24th  - Christmas Eve 
Luke 2:1-7 

Home comes to Earth! 

 

Bible Study Series 
Taste and See  

 
      We will begin on December 1st a new study 
series entitled Taste and See. During our 
study we will discover God among Bakers, 
Butchers, and Fresh Food Makers.  
 
December 1st  - You’re Invited to the Table  

December 8th - Delighting on the Fruitfulness 

of Life  

December 15th  - Chewing on the Bread of Life 

December 22nd  - No Study  

Please remember these shut-ins during the month of December  by 
sending them a card letting them know you are praying for them.  
 
Ms. Carleen Willard Ms. Maxine Warren    Ms. Jo Levan  
502B North Ash Ave. Brookdale—Peachtree    Maple Leaf  
Newton, NC 28658 2806 Peachtree Road    1101 Maple Care Lane 
    Room #12      Room #214 
   Statesville, NC 28625     Statesville, NC 28625 

 
Let Every Day Be Christmas 

 

Christmas is forever, not for just      
one day,  

 
For loving, sharing, giving, are not to 

put away.  
 

For mountains and rivers,                       
for water and air. 

 
Like bells and lights and tinsel, in 

some box upon a shelf.  
 

The good you do for others is good you 
do yourself.  

 
By Norma Wesley Brooks   

 

CARING FOR ONE 
ANOTHER 



 

 

December Outreach Project - During the upcoming month of 

December, our Outreach project will be to remember Nursing 

Home Patients with gifts for Christmas. Gift ideas include: throw 

blankets, lotions, large seek and finds, tissues, fuzzy slipper socks, 

men’s socks, hair brushes, or comb, Adult coloring books,          

deodorant, wall or desk calendars, and body wash. If you could 

purchase any of these items, please bring them to the church by 

Sunday, December 19th and leave at the  front of the church on 

the side pews. Thank you for helping with this outreach project.  

Food For Thought—Drive Thru Meal 
     Meal Sponsored in Memory of Bill & Lucille Ervin 
 
Saturday, December 11th,  4:00 to 6:30  PM, Troutman First   

United Methodist will serve the community a free meal (drive

-thru style). This meal has been sponsored by members of 

Troutman First UMC in Memory of William (Bill) and Lucille 

Ervin. The menu will consist of the following: Pulled Pork 

Barbecue, Buns, Potato Salad, Slaw, and Dessert. We need 

volunteers to help serve, and direct traffic for the event. If 

you could volunteer an hour, two, or three, please let us know 

at the church office by Wednesday, December 8th. Invite 

your friends, neighbors, and those within the community to 

come enjoy a free meal. We will serve until the food runs out. 

In our past events, we have ran out of food early.   

 

 

Winter Coat Drive  
 
Employees of Case Farms in Troutman is sponsoring a winter coat drive for children, women, and 

men to help those in need. Case Farms plans to donate the collected coats to Troutman First United 

Methodist Clothes Closet. If you know a child, or someone in need of a winter coat, please have them 

call the church office to set-up an appointment to visit the clothes closet and browse the coats that 

will be donated. The church 

number is     (704) 528-5110.  



 
 Spend time in study and prayer this Holiday time ( A Note from SPRC ) 

     Staff Parrish Committee would like to thank our Staff for all their hard work during the Pandemic. 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

We know that times have been hard for us all during this time but 
we would like to ask for you to consider a donation that will be 
shared with our Staff Parrish Employees for Christmas. 
 
Each has remained faithful serving our congregation and we 
would like to give them something to express our appreciation to 
them during the Holidays.  
 
We will be collecting money during the Sunday Services for the 
next few weeks and this will be shared with our team.  
Thanks to each of you for all your support with all our financial 

needs this year.   

        Blessings from your Staff Parrish Committee. 

 

 

 

A Visit With Santa Claus 
 
Sunday, December 19th, during the Sunday 

School hour at 9:15 AM, we will have a spe-

cial event which will include light snacks, 

music, a short devotional, and a visit from 

Santa Claus for the children and adults.  

Please invite and encourage all children, 

grandchildren to attend and get their last 

chance with Santa Claus before the 25th.  
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Merry Christmas from Troutman First UMC  


