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“You can never truly enjoy
Christmas until you can look up
into the Father’s face and tell
him you have received his
Christmas gift.” -John R. Rice

A publication of First Troutman United Methodist

Message from Pastor Jeff—”An Unprecedented Christmas”
Since March 2020, we have become all
too familiar with the words: “Wear, Wait,
and Wash.” These words are not new;
Christians have been living these words for
centuries.
Wear - every person born again of Jesus,
forgiven of their sins, wears the light of
Christ. Matthew 5:16—Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven. “
At Christmas, we celebrate the light that
shines in the darkness, Jesus. We in turn,
shine our lights into a dark world (a world
of pain from COVID, a world of hurt, sin,
tensions, and from oppression).” So we
wear the “light” of Christ so that the entire world sees his glory.
Wait - It was four hundred years between
the time the last prophet spoke concerning
the prophecy of the Messiah until his birth
in Bethlehem. Still today, we “wait.” We
say, even so Lord Jesus, come quickly. We
prepare and look for his return to save us
from this sinful world that is groaning and
crying out for his return. Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount

up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint. This Christmas we wait,
and pray, renew our weary souls.
Wash - Emmanuel, God with us, born in
a manager came to offer forgiveness. He
offers us the gift of eternal life—our sins
washed white as snow—totally cleaned.
John 3:16-For God so loved the world,
that he gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him will
not perish but have eternal life. May our
prayer be, wash us clean,, white as snow.
As Christians, we add another “W”
word to the list—”Wonder.”
Wonder - During Christmas, we are
reminded that the “Word” became flesh
and made His dwelling among us. The
glory of the One and Only Son came from
the Father, full of grace and truth. Jesus
came and moved into our neighborhoods.
He came and dwells among our pain,
grief, joys, success, struggles, and guilt.
Experience the Wonder of the Christ
Child, let him dwell with you during this
most Unprecedented Christmas.
In His Service, Pastor Jeff Hamrick

Hark the Hearld Angels Sing
Merry Christmas 2020
&
Happy New Year
From
Troutman First UMC

Many of the carols we sing have a rich theological tradition,
and “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!” is no exception. It was
written by Charles Wesley, who was an English Methodist
leader and hymn writer.
The first stanza describes the great news of the Savior’s
birth. God has sent the One who will reconcile the sinner back
to Himself. Therefore, all the nations should rise and sing and
proclaim the good news, which is Christ the King! The next
stanza speaks to the mysticism of Christ’s coming and the
good news in it. The final stanza tells of the accomplishment
of Christ and the power that it brings.
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Poinsettias Donations
Poinsettias were given in honor or memory of the following individuals for
Christmas 2020 to adorn our sanctuary during Worship.

‘Arise from the circumstances that
have kept you in bondage and enslaved; rise to a new life. Shine – be
radiant with the glory of the Lord;
for your light is come, and the glory
of the Lord is risen upon
you.’ (Isaiah 60:1-2) I don’t know
how things are with you. Maybe right
now everything is great for you –
that’s good. Praise the Lord! Maybe
some of you have deep concerns or
issues in your lives that are keeping
you down and you feel as if you are
under a cloud of darkness. To you the
Lord says, ‘Rise from the depression
in which circumstances are keeping
you...Shine, be radiant with the glory
of the Lord.’ Give your burden to
Him and let Him be your Guide
through the difficulties you may be
facing. All glory and honor to Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen!
"Christmas is not a time nor a
season, but a state of mind. To
cherish peace and goodwill, to be
plenteous in mercy, is to have the
real spirit of Christmas."
Calvin Coolidge
"My idea of Christmas, whether
old-fashioned or modern, is very
simple: loving others. Come to
think of it, why do we have to wait
for Christmas to do that?"
Bob Hope

Memory
Kenneth & Joyce Overcash by Kenny Overcash
Ernest & Annie Lou Sherrill, Betty Whitener Sherill by RJ & Patty Wilson
Joan Edmonds by Hope & Steve Bridges, Melina & Mavis
Our Parents & Loved Ones by Linda & Mac McCabe
Buzz Troutman by Linda, Lisa, Laura and family
Our Loved Ones by Sonya Yager & Family
Rowe & Louise Dagenhart, Margaret Ford by Ralph & Sheila Dagenhart
Larry & Julie Bryant & Kelly Miller by Ralph and Sheila Dagenhart
Norman & Lula Bauman by Jeff & Dawna Hamrick
Hoyt & Luna Hamrick & Elsie & Lee Morrow by Jeff & Dawna Hamrick
Honor
Linda Troutman by Lisa, Laura & family
Clarice Miller by Her Children and Grandchildren
Our Children (Kristin & Seth; Tim & Lisa) by Jeff & Dawna Hamrick
To the Glory of God by Phil Brown & Donna Auld
Our Loved Ones by Sonya Yager & Family
Micah Austin by Jeff & Dawna Hamrick
Gilda Pryor by Jeff Hamrick

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Due to COVID-19 and the pandemic, this year
our Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion
service will look very different. This year, our
church will offer a walk-thru worship experience
based on the scripture passage from John 1:1-14
(The Incarnation).
In this worship experience, those who attend
will be allowed in the sanctuary socially distanced (and masks) with their family group.
Once entering the sanctuary, those who attend
will encounter The Incarnate “Word” of God—
Emmanuel With Us.
Our musicians will add worshipful, inspirational Christmas music, and communion will be
served, On this night of Christ’s birth, we will encounter the “Word becoming flesh,” a “Light for
a dark world,” as we “Wait for His promises,”
and experience “the Gift of God’s own son.” I am
excited about our offering for a “Different Christmas.” Will you invite your neighbor and make
plans to attend. Come Celebrate Emmanuel God
with Us in this most difficult year.
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Compassion Crafters - Sonya Yager
In recent weeks, Compassion
Crafters have been sewing fidget
blankets for several senior care
centers located in Charlotte. These
centers are: “The Ivey” (an adult
day care center); The Plantation
Estates (a retirement community
with a memory care unit); and at
Aldersgate (A United Methodist
retirement unit with memory
care). A fidget blanket is an item
that has multiple items sewn on
the blanket that will help to occupy

the residents time and keep
them challenged mentally. As a
group, Compassion Crafters is
excited to have added these three
Senior Centers as outreach
groups. We continue to look for
other areas to serve and minister
to older adults and to our young
children. If you are interested in
sewing and would like to join our
group, please call or contact
Sonya Yager at ((716) 628-6262.

Open Door Family Care Resources—Jim Wollin
The Back2School bash was a
drive through event this year. Due
to COVID-19, foot washing or the
distribution of new shoes could
not happen per CDC guidelines.
For the past three months, we have
been accepting shoe requests from
school guidance counselors in the
(23) Iredell County Schools that

are supported through the
Back 2 School Bash—Statesville/
Troutman area. To date, 98 pairs
of shoes have been delivered to
children in need. Thank you to all
who have contributed shoes,
socks, or the financial dollars to
purchase new pairs of shoes.
This outreach touches many.

Jamie & Holle Wollin Love-Offering
This December, Troutman First
UMC will make a donation to Jamie &
Holle Wollin (our missionary family in
Albania) from our Samaritan Fund.
In past years, Jamie & Holle have
come home in summer months and
have blessed our church with an overview of their ministry. While they
were home, we always supported them
with a financial contribution.

Due to COVID-19, Jamie and his
family were unable to travel home. It
has been a difficult year for them,
just as it has been for all of us; however, ministry still continues.
If you would like to support the
ministry of Jamie and Holle, you can
make a special offering gift: just
mark your check or envelope: Jamie
& Holle or Albania Ministry Family.

Staff Parish Committee News

Troutman First Staff Parish
Committee would like to thank
our Staff for all their hard work
during this Pandemic.
THANK YOU!!!
We know that times have been
hard for all during this year; but
we would like to ask you to consider a donation that will be
shared with TFUMC Staff Employees for Christmas.
Each have remained faithful to
serving our congregation and
we would like to give them
something to express our deep
appreciation. We will be collecting money during the Sunday
services for the next few weeks.
The monies collected will be
shared with our Staff. Please
mark your check/gifts: for Staff
Appreciation.

Thanks you for your support for
our finances this year.
You can also mail your gifts to:
Troutman First UMC
P.O. Box 717
Troutman, NC 28166
Blessings from your Staff Parish
Relations Committee

Christmas Carol—Silent Night
"Stille Nacht" (Silent Night) was first performed on Christmas Eve 1818 at the
St Nicholas parish church in Oberndorf, a village in the Austrian Empire on
the Salzach river in present-day Austria. A young priest, Father Joseph Mohr, had
come to Oberndorf the year before. He had written the lyrics of the song "Stille
Nacht" in 1816.
It was Christmas Eve, 1818, when the now-famous carol was first performed
as Stille Nacht Heilige Nacht. Joseph Mohr, the young priest who wrote the
lyrics, played the guitar and sang along with Franz Xaver Gruber, the choir director who had written the melody. It was written for organ but was first performed
by guitar because the organ had quit working.
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Samaritan Shoebox Ministry—Shoeboxes
Thank you for your generosity for the Samaritan Shoebox Ministry. This
year, Troutman First prepared a total of (19) shoeboxes for this ministry.
The children helped prepare, package, and wrap the shoeboxes for dropoff. When dropped off in Mooresville, we were told that our boxes will go
with over 6,000 shoeboxes from the area. These shoeboxes will be shipped
overseas by the Billy Graham Association for boys and girls all over the
world. Thank you for helping make a young boy/girls Christmas extra special. God Bless You for your generosity! Here are some pictures for you to
enjoy.

TFUMC Budget
Thank You for your faithful giving in 2020
in the midst of a pandemic and our economic
struggles. We have (4) weeks left to make our
budget for 2020. We currently need $3,175 per
week over the next four weeks to make budget.
Would you prayerfully consider how you
might give extra or give for the first time. The
practice of giving is a spiritual discipline. Do you
give out of your love for Jesus?
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THANK YOU!!!
TO ALL WHO HELPED
WITH THE CLOTHES
CLOSET GIVEAWAY!
On Saturday, October 18th,
several church members worked
to purge the Clothes Closet of an
overabundance of clothes received during the COVID-19
pandemic. Tables and racks
were set—up outside and the
clothes were given away free to
the public. At the end of the day,
ten families were assisted, three
boxes/bags of clothes sent to
local rest homes for the residents, and items were delivered
to North Iredell to their Christian Ministry.
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Youth Christmas Photo Scavenger Hunt
Calling all Troutman First United Methodist Youth - Will you join us in
a little Christmas fun—a Christmas Photo Scavenger Hunt.
All participants will receive $10 cash and $10 towards a future youth
activity when restrictions from COVID are removed. The winner will receive $50 cash.
Letters are being mailed to all youth with instructions and rules. Will
you join in with this fun competition?

Holiday Office Hours
The Office will be closed on Thursday, December 24th and on Friday, December 25th for the Christmas Holidays.
Pastor Jeff Hamrick will be on vacation from December 26th
thru January 1st celebrating with his Dad for his 80th birthday. An
on call Pastor will be announced and details will be emailed to the
congregation.

