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Believe me when I say that I 

too am "done". I am ready to 

be back in a packed sanctuary 

singing and praying. I am 

ready to see all of your faces in 

person as I look out on Sunday 

morning to see the body of 

Christ gathered in our 

beautiful building. Friends, I 

know that you know by now, 

when we gather again, it will 

look differently. You and I 

have read the same articles 

about outbreaks at churches 

who gathered too soon and did 

not put proper protocol in 

place. This may not be the way 

we prefer to do things, but they 

are the way we need to do 

things. I know some of you are 

anxious to return, ready to get  

 

back and are less concerned 

about protocol. Some of you 

are anxious/cautious and 

concerned about gathering 

inside the building for 

worship. I assure you that we 

hear both sides of your 

concerns. As we prepare for 

relaunch of our worship, 

consider these few things: 1. 

Pray for this team and their 

work. 2. If you are able to help 

with the relaunch, volunteer. 3. 

Save your sharp or hard 

comments for a time when we 

are not in crisis. May we as a 

church, continue to be a 

blessing to this community.  

The Church is Not the Building 

It feels like forever since we worshipped 

together in our beautiful sanctuary. I am 

enjoying outdoor worship on the front 

lawn of our campus; however, I miss our 

worship in the sanctuary.  

It feels like forever since we chatted 

around the dinner table at Wonderful 

Wednesday & Dinner church fellowship.  

It feels like forever since we walked up to 

someone and greeted them with a kind 

handshake or a big Troutman First hug. 

But it really hasn’t been forever.  

This past month, I was reminded of what 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 has to say: “There is a 

time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under the heavens.” This, 

too, is only a season.  

A season of wearing masks; not because 

we like them, but because we love each 

other and care for our safety. A season of 

being distant as a way to care for one 

another. A season of living in our dis-

comfort zones so that we can beat this 

illness. It is during this season that we  

are reminded of the truth about church: 

“The church is not the building, but the 

people.” This isn’t just a saying, but reality. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

are united no matter where we are 

physically. The church is not a business 

like a grocery store or a restaurant, but a 

mission outpost. Our bottom-line isn’t the 

almighty dollar, but whether we are 

reaching people with the love of God. We 

can be the church at home or really 

anywhere. Nothing can close the church – 

not even a pandemic. We will still be God’s 

people. Witnessing in love wherever we 

are, supporting one another, and growing 

in our love of God. Time is weird, and we 

know there is a time for all things. Our 

God is bigger than time. And this holy 

disturbance that we are experiencing and 

participating in will change us for the 

better. I’m so grateful that God has placed 

me here “for such a time as this.” I can’t 

wait to see what the next year will bring!  

      Pastor Jeff Hamrick, Sr. Pastor 
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On Sunday, July 12th, our 

confirmand students, Allen 

Tyree Ragler (mentor 

Douglas Haneline), Austin 

Wright Dillon (mentor Ralph 

Dagenhart), and Johnathon 

Kasay Franklin (mentor 

Kenny Overcash) professed 

their vows of confirmation 

before a large crowd of 

family, friends, and fellow 

church members at our 

outdoor worship service.  

Confirmation began in 

February 2020, but due to 

COVID-19 presented some 

challenges beginning in mid-

March. These young men 

and their mentors 

persevered and completed 

the journey on Sunday, June 

28th.  

During our time together, we 

studied what it meant to be a 

disciple of Jesus Christ, the 

history and doctrines of our 

church, and the importance 

of Jesus’ birth, death, and 

His resurrection in our 

beliefs.  

 

Outdoor Worship 

For the first Sunday of 

August, August 2nd, we will 

have worship outdoors on 

the front lawn of our 

church. If inclement 

weather (rain), please watch 

for services online from our 

Facebook page. Special 

music will be provided at 

each service by our music 

team. We will continue to 

monitor what Governor Roy 

Cooper and Bishop Paul 

Leeland recommend for 

resuming worship in our 

sanctuary. There will be 

special distancing rules in 

place for the safety of all 

members in attendance.  

Scripture Sunday’s in August 

8/2 – Genesis 32:22-31 

8/9 – Matthew 14:22-33 

8/16 – Pastor Jim Preaching 

8/23 – Matthew 16:13-20 

8/30 – Exodus 3:1-15 

 

If you have a special 

musical talent and would 

like to share with one of our 

services, please let our 

music director, Kenny 

Overcash know (704) 682-

1444. Thank you to all who 

have help provide special 

music during the months of 

June & July.   

Each student was asked to 

write a belief statement at 

the end of confirmation. 

Their statements are 

included below: 

Allen Tyree Ragler 
Parents: Ronnie & Olga Guill 
 

I believe that God has given 
me a family and happiness. 
I believe God has healed 
many people and has given 
them happiness as well. I 
believe God has shown 
signs of forgiveness for 
everyone. I believe God has 
answered our prayers for 
me and for everyone.  
 

Austin Wright Dillon 
Parents: Josh & Sara Dillon 
 
I believe God created the 
earth and everything in it. I 
believe God sent down His 
only son to die on the cross 
to free us from our sins, I 
believe that Jesus gave His 
life for us so that we may 
have our sins forgiven. I 
also believe that Jesus has 
the power to heal. And 
those are my beliefs.  
 
Johnathon Kasay Franklin 
Dad: Mark Franklin 
 
I believe God can heal and 
forgive everyone’s sins 
even if someone does not 
believe in Him.  
 

  

John Kasay’s statement 
cont. 
Even though people do not 
believe in Him, He still sees 
them as His children.  
 
 We celebrate the 
accomplishments of these 
three outstanding young 
men.  
 
These three young men 
along with Mr. & Mrs. 
Ronnie (Olga) Guill, and 
son, Piotr Danielewski also 
joined the membership of 
the United Methodist 
Denomination and the local 
congregation of Troutman 
First United Methodist. We 
welcome these six 
individuals into our 
congregation. Blessings to 
each of you.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the 
Troutman First 

Staff  

Welcome to our Confirmands & 

New Members at Troutman First 

United Methodist Church 



 

Month of August – Spotlight Fifth Street Ministries 

Trustees Projects Update 
 
During our time absent from 
assembling together in 
Worship, the Trustees have 
been at work on the following 
improvement and beautification 
projects at Troutman First.  
 

A. Deep cleaning of the 
carpet and pews within 
the church sanctuary, 
choir loft, and balcony. 

B. Mulch around the 
perimeter of the church 
property.  

C. Polished brass offering 
plates, cross, and 
banister/railings in the 
balcony area.  

D. Filling in scratches/dents 
on pews, and altar rails, 
with stain and polish.  

E. Installed a new Ring 
doorbell system to alert 
when there is a visitor.  

F. Installed new WIFI 
(Spectrum Network) 
giving church faster 
internet access.  

G. Pressure washed the 
sidewalks and front stairs 
leading into sanctuary.  

H. Elevator lift maintenance 
has been performed. 

I. Worked at the Clothes 
Closet putting Winter 
clothes in attic and 
bringing summer clothes 
down from attic.  

J. Repair of the church 
organ and television 
monitor in choir loft.  

K. Concrete pad and air 
conditioner units are 
being replaced for 
Fellowship hall.  

 
The Board of Trustees are 
working hard to keep the 
church in good condition for 
many years to come. Thank 
you to all who have 
volunteered or working on any 
of the above projects for the 
beautification of our church.  

 

 
 

 

5th Street Ministries is 

supported by grants and 

donations from 

individuals, churches, 

civic groups, business, 

and fundraising efforts. 

They appreciate all 

support as they serve 

thousands of individuals 

each year in a variety of 

ways, addressing the 

needs of those who are 

without home, those who 

live a life of poverty, and 

those who have 

experienced domestic /    

and/or sexual violence. 

How can you help 5th 

Street Ministries carry 

out the work of Diakonos 

into the world where the 

need is great? Here are a 

few suggestions of items 

in need by 5th Street: 

     Canned Vegetables 
     Canned Meats  
     Pasta  
     Cream of Soups 
     Creamer 
     Sugar 
     Coffee 
     Cleaning/Disinfecting 
           Supplies 
     Deodorant 

   

     Body Wash  
     Shampoo/Conditioner 
     Razors 
     Robitussin (generic) 
     Nasal Spray 
     Tylenol 
     Sunscreen 
     Cough Drops 
     Allergy Meds 
     Tums / Acid reducer 
     Neosporin 
     Multi-Vitamins 
     Hydrocortisone Cream 
 
Financial donations are also 
needed. If you can donate 
any of these items, please 
bring to church during the 
month of August. We will 
drop off items to 5th Street 
Ministries in September.  

THANK YOU for continuing to Give to TFUMC 

Thank you for continuing to give! We 

are so appreciative that you continue to 

give during this crisis. As summer is 

winding down and we head toward fall, 

please remember to give faithfully to 

the ministries of our church.  Here are 

all the ways that you can continue to 

give:  

A To give from home, visit our web-site 

www.troutmanmethodist.com, and 

choose online giving. Your gift is a one-

time secure financial donation.  

B. You can also send your 

checks to the office as mail is 

checked every day!  

Troutman First UMC  

P.O. Box 717, 

Troutman, NC, 28166.  

C. Want to walk your check  

 into the building? Visit us 
during our business hours 
Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m.– 
1:00 p.m. Thank you again for 
being faithful in giving.  

http://www.troutmanmethodist.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

First Troutman UMC 
P.O. Box 717 
Troutman, NC 28166 
(704) 528-5110 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events / Miscellaneous 

Troutman Independence Day Parade – Canceled 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Troutman Independence Day Parade has 
been canceled for Year 2020. We hope the town will be able to host the 2020 
Christmas Parade. 

Troutman First United Methodist Homecoming (September 27th, 2020) 
Special Music Guest – Golden Valley Crusaders (Bluegrass Gospel Group who 
celebrates 50 years of music ministry this year) will be guest musicians. Pastor Jeff 
Hamrick will be our guest speaker. We will continue to monitor COVID-19 
situation and make decision on Homecoming 2020 by first of September.  

Honor or Memorialize a loved one with Fellowship Hall Table Purchase 

Troutman First Trustees would like to replace our current hardwood tables and chairs with 
the tables/chairs pictured in the photo below. If you would like to purchase a table in 
honor or memory of a loved one, please write a check to Troutman First a designate 
Table Purchase. $400 will purchase one round or rectangular table and six chairs.                                     

             
   

 
Congregational 

Care 

Please send card/notes to these 

in the spotlight this month. 

Ms. Shirley Boger  
219 Skyukka Road 

Statesville, NC 28677 
(Sympathy at Tommy’s passing)  

 
Mr. Danny & Jean Ervin 

P.O. Box 478 
Troutman, NC 28166 

Danny B-day 8/23 
 

Ms. Maxine Warren 
Peachtree Room 12 

2806 Peachtree Road 
Statesville, NC 28625 
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