
 

Psalm 139:1-4 says, “O Lord, you have 

searched me and known me! You know when I sit 

down and when I rise up; you discern my 

thoughts from afar. You search out my path and 

my lying down and are acquainted with all my 

ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, be-

hold, O Lord, you know it altogether.” And then 

later in verse 16 David writes, “Your eyes saw 

my unformed substance; in your book were writ-

ten, every one of them, the days that were formed 

for me, when as yet there was none of them.”       

 

     We serve a God who knows us better 

than we know ourselves. We live in a 

world that constantly bombards us with 

attempts to define who we are and what 

we should do. Our news media is full of 

advertisements that tell us what we 

need.  For some of us, our jobs tell us 

how we should spend our time and find 

a sense of self-worth. Our friends and 

families often define us by what we have 

done or said in the past.  Sadly, even our 

churches can define us according to how 

we can best meet the needs of the 

church rather than getting to know who 

we truly are.  That is why, I give thanks 

to a God who knows our true selves.  

     From the foundation of the earth, 

God knew he would make us. On the day 

we took our first breath, he already had 

perfect , pleasing plans in store for us. 

He has known our every thought and 

looked upon our   every action with 

grace.  We could not be more known 

than we are by our heavenly Father. 

There could not be a better guide 

through the chaos of this life than the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

     To be a person with healthy, life-

giving boundaries starts with being a 

person of  vision.  The only place to get 

true vision is from the only One who 

truly knows and loves you.  God, alone, 

longs to be the north on your compass. 

He longs to give you honest insight into 

how He has made you. He longs to give 

you a sense of how He sees you and feels 

about you. Will you open yourself to re-

ceiving a revelation of who you are with 

God. If you do, you will be better 

equipped to follow His leadership into 

His perfect and pleasing will for your 

life. Begin this week of vision and 

boundaries by meeting with your heav-

enly Father in prayer.  May you be over-

whelmed by a fresh revelation of how 

loved you are  - just as you are.  May you 

find freedom and joy this week, as you 

receive vision and set boundaries under 

the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  

                         Pastor Jeff Hamrick  

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 9th, 10:30—12:00 
 

April Drive-Thru Meal 

Saturday, April 9th  

4:00—6:30 PM  
 

Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thurs. Comm. @ 7:00  PM 

Good Friday Svc. @ 7:00 PM 
 

Community Sunrise Svc @ TFUMC at 

7:00 AM (Light breakfast following). 

Easter Sun. Worship @ 10:15 AM 
 

 Bible Study @ Fellowship Hall   

April 6th, 13, & 27th  

Study of the Gospels of Jesus  

With The Chosen video series 

April 20th  - Easter Break 
 

Women’s Outing 

April 21st—Pie In The Sky 

Meet at Church @ 5 PM 
 

Compassion Crafters 

Thurs  @ 9:30 AM April 7th & 14th  

Saturday @ 9:30 AM April 23rd.  

 

Consignment Sale (Angels Armoire)  

April 28th  - April 30th  

• “Vision without action is merely a dream. Action 

without vision just passes the time. Vision with       

action can change the world. “ 

                                       Joel  A. Barker      
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Worship—10:15 AM 

 

Passion for God! 

 Compassion for People! 

Note from Mission & Witness Chair—Mr. Kenny Overcash   

     The Mission and Witness team has created a beautiful bookmark (see 

example at the left) to be passed out to people outside our church to help 

the community be aware of our presence. We also have nice ink pens with 

our church name, address, and phone number printed on them.  

     One of the ways that we are going to distribute the bookmarks and ink 

pens  is at the Troutman Farmer’s Market. We have received permission 

from the town of Troutman to pass them out during the market twice a 

month.  

     Volunteers are needed to spend an hour or two at the market simply 

handing customers a book mark as they come to the market. Simple task.  

     If you would be interested in helping, please see Kenny Overcash to 

schedule a time to serve. It will be a great way to serve our church by mak-

ing people aware of our presence and to serve our God by our witness  

within the community.                               Kenny Overcash  

Note from Compassion Crafters—Ms. Sonya Yager 
 
Compassion Crafters is going strong.  We have over 100 stuffed animals due to the generosity of 

the congregation.  We are always looking for people to sew so we have made up kits for the cuddle 

buddy bags and little quilts which include the directions and also twin sized quilt kits.  So if you 

are someone that likes to sew but can't come to Compassion Crafters 

please contact me at my phone number 717-628-6262 or see me in 

church for a cuddle bag kit.  Thank you Sonya Yager.  

Special thanks to this dedicated group that are reaching out to our 

community with love with their time, gifts, and talents.  

  Prayer Quilt given to Elizaveta & Kenny Llwelyn 

This prayer quilt was made by Sonya Yager, Hope Bridges and 

several other ladies from our church. The squares stand for the 

towns, cities, and roadways in Ukraine. The flowers in the blocks 

stand for the people of Ukraine. The blue and yellow borders are 

the borders holding the country together. On the back of the quilt 

with its many colors represent the millions of people around the 

world praying for Ukraine. Such a lovely gift for the Llwelyn   

family. At our prayer time, we wrapped Liza and Kenny in the 

prayer quilt, and Troutman First prayed over them, their families, 

and Ukraine. Thank you to the quilters of our church.  



 

March 27th, 2022  - Troutman First Welcomed 

Elizaveta & Kenny Llwelyn  

Our special quest in worship on Sunday, March 27th, 

2022 was Elizaveta Llwelyn and her husband Kenny.  

They currently reside in Northern Iredell County 

(Statesville area). Elizaveta is from Mariupol Ukraine. 

Her family was still residing in Ukraine until the war    

began with Russia. She comes from a large family (and 

now she has family spread across the world due to the vi-

olence happening in Ukraine).   

Elizaveta shared of churches in Mariupol and others cities 

aiding in the sheltering and relief effort for those Ukraini-

ans still trapped within their borders. She shared that 

many have come to know Christ as their Savior from 

these relief efforts. We also enjoyed her sharing in song. 

She sang “How Great Thou Art” in her native tongue. A 

special love offering was collected and $600 was raised to 

give to her and Kenny. They have stated they will send to 

their family to aid in their survival within Ukraine. In 

closing conversations with Elizaveta, she stated one 

brother living in Romania at moment with wife and three 

kids, is trying to relocate to Statesville, North Carolina. If 

you would like to donate any money toward this reloca-

tion, please mark check or offering envelope: Relocate on 

check. Any and all funds collected, will be given to Kenny 

& Elizaveta for this effort.  

Please continue to pray for Elizaveta & 

Kenny’s family in Ukraine and other 

parts of the world as they wait for jus-

tice and peace for their country. Pray 

for their safety, and that they will soon 

all be reunited safely together.  The 

picture above is her parents and       

siblings.  

From Elizaveta, the picture on the left is of her 

oldest brother and his family. They had to leave 

Mariupol, to flee from bombing. Elizaveta and 

Kenny are helping them with documents to 

come to USA. But this family also needs help 

with finances for plane tickets for all family 

members. Please help us collect money. Any do-

nation big or small will help. As mentioned 

above, if you would like to help, mark memo line 

on check: “Relocate Ukraine Family.” 



 

April 10th  - Hope Bridges  April 11th  - Earl Adams 

Aril 13th  -    Robin Schade  April 13th  - Zach Cothron  

Aril 13th  -    Lance Sigmon  April 14th  - Will Brown 

April 17th  -  Nancy Sigmon  April 17th  - Pete Plyler 

April 17th  -  Keisel Larson   April 19th  - Andrew Shumaker 

April 21st  -  Gail Short  April 24th  - Eric Wilson  

April 25th  - Christian Mills  April 26th  - Jeff Maloney 

April 26th  - Marchia Boone  April 29th  - Sheila Dagenhart    

704 528-5110 

www.troutmanmethodist.com 

P.O. Box 717 
204 Mills Avenue 

C O N T A C T  

S O C I A L  

Facebook 
Facebook.com/TroutmanUMC 
 

 

 

 

First Troutman United Methodist  

To Worship, To Learn, and To 
Share  the name of Jesus Christ 

to others.  

Notable April Birthdays in Past years  - April 2nd—Marvin Gaye; April 3rd  - Jane Goodall;   

April 4th  - Maya Angelou; April 7th  - Billie Holiday; April 15th  - Leonardo da Vinci;  

April 16th  - Charlie Chaplain; April 23rd  - William Shakespeare; April 25t—Ella Fitzgerald 

Anniversaries 

April 6th—Mac & Linda McCabe  

April 19th-Gordon & Carol Hebbard 

From the Journey Class  

     If you are not attending a Sunday School class or a small group 

study, please consider joining us on Sunday mornings. We share in 

a time of Bible study and class discussions on the various stories 

contained in both the Old and New Testaments. We seek to grow 

our faith by learning about the relationship between God and his 

chosen people and how this led to His Son coming into the world to 

establish His church.  

     Last quarter, we studied a series of lessons based on the 

“questions Jesus asked.” This next quarter, we are studying      

scripture leading us into the Easter season. This study is from the 

International lesson of the United Methodist Church. Please join us 

in this time of study in the fellowship hall at 9:15 AM each Sunday 

morning .                                          Submitted by Ralph Dagenhart 



 

Upcoming Sermon Topics 
 

April 3rd  -  Surprise Message (You have to be in attendance to find out!) You will be blessed!  

April 10th  - Palm Sunday  - John 12:12-19 & Philippians 2:5-11  - “Mad After Him!” 

April 14th  - Maundy Thurs Comm. @ 7:00 PM  Ex. 12:14 & 1 Cor. 11:23-26 “In Remembrance”  

April 15th  - Good Friday Service @ 7:00 PM  - Portions of John 18:1  - John 19:42 

April 17th  - Easter Sunday! - Community Sunrise Svc. @ 7:00 AM—Rev. Dan Hazen New Perth 

                       Easter Sunday Message  - 1 Corinthians 15:19-26  - “Alive in Christ” 

April 24th  - 2nd Sunday of Easter  - John 20:19-31—“Peace Be With You”  

 

Bible Study Wednesday Evenings 
Study of Jesus and the Gospels 

 
April we begin Season #2 of “The Chosen.” The video 

series continues as we focus on Jesus’ life in the gospels. 

Season # 2 of  “The Chosen” is full of many of Jesus’ 

miracles and important teaching moments within the   

gospels. It is never too late to join this study. Every week, 

we are learning something new and interesting in the lives 

of the disciples and from Jesus’ teachings.   

 
April 6th -  The Chosen Season 2—Episode 1—”Sons of 
Thunder “ We hear James & John, sons of Zebedee’ story.   
 
April 13th  -  In Episode 2 of Season 2, we hear disciple 
Nathanael’s story and dive deeper into Matthew’s back-
ground.  
 
April 20th  - Break for Easter Week   
  

April 27th  -  Episode 3—Jesus healing in Samaria.  

 

Living Cross  - On Easter Sunday, April 17th, First Troutman will continue our tradition of decorating our 

cross with fresh flowers. If you have fresh flowers at home or in your garden, please bring Easter morning to our 

worship service to decorate our living cross. There will be some fresh flowers provided (if you forget). After the 

service, the cross is carried out into the front yard where it is displayed. The Easter Message lives on—He Is  

Risen and is living in each of us. Let us prepare to celebrate The Risen Lord.  



 

 Mission & Vision statements  

Proverbs 29 says: “Where there is no    

vision, the people perish.” 

     January 2022, our leadership team at 

Troutman First United Methodist cove-

nanted together to read three leadership 

books: Scrappy Church, Outstanding 

Leadership, and Strengthening Your 

Soul of Leadership.  The group has been 

meeting once a month after worship to 

discuss vision and goals for TFUMC. 

     One area that the leadership team 

evaluated was our current mission and 

vision statement. There was nothing 

wrong with the current statement, we 

evaluated if the statement matched our 

current ministry and missional efforts. 

The leadership team developed a new 

Mission and Vision Statement and at our 

Administrative Council meeting on 

March 27th, voted these two statements 

as the new direction for our church.  

Mission Statement 

Discover  

All eyes are opened to the grace and love 

of God and lives are transformed 

through the act of worship.  

Develop 

In a loving and inclusive environment, 

disciples of Jesus Christ are nurtured 

and prepared.  

Deploy 

We respond to needs locally and 

throughout the world as the Holy Spirit 

sends disciples forth to serve.  

Vision Statement 

The vision of Troutman First United 
Methodist is: 
 
To shepherd programs focusing on 
the local congregation and the 
growing community.  
 
Encourage fresh expression and in-
novated ministries while continuing 
to embrace traditions.  
 
Enhance spiritual well-being 
through a variety of opportunities.  
 
Grow our gifts and abilities as we 
are called by God. We don’t just talk; 
we do as Jesus did.  
 
Serve our community and our world 
through mission and outreach min-
istries. 
 
Cultivate online and face-to-face   
relationships with people.  

     We pray that as we continue to 

plan and vision as a leadership team, 

that the congregation of TFUMC will 

get behind our Mission and Vision 

statement. We ask that you support 

our efforts to move the Body of Christ 

at Troutman First United Methodist 

forward in ministry as disciples of 

Jesus.  In Jesus Name! 

  Pastor Jeff Hamrick 

 

 

 

 “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:5–6).  

 



 

 

 

 
 
     Community Garden 

     We would like to thank Virgil Crater for preparing the TFUMC 

community garden plots for the Cub Scout troop to plant         

vegetables in the open spaces. As of now, the Cub Scouts have 

planted some potatoes. Plans are to also plant some cucumbers, 

squash, and tomatoes.  

     Also, a big thank you to Mr. Jim Pittman who has taken care 

of the community garden for years. If you have never checked 

the garden out, it is located on pathway headed toward clothes 

closet. Jim has blackberries, and asparagus growing in our     

garden.  If you have a green thumb, you are always welcome to 

come play in the dirt.  

 

Thank you to Ralph Dagenhart & Virgil Crater for putting our new sign welcoming the community to 

our church as they drive by TFUMC.  Our current sign says, Church is Community, Come Be A Part.  

Community Volunteer Spotlight 

We would like to thank Ashanti Pittman for volunteering and 

giving back to our community closet. Ashanti  is grateful for 

TFUMC allowing families to come to the clothes closet to find 

clothes for families. Ashanti gives back by volunteering.     

Ashanti’s husband is a pastor at a local Statesville church.  



 

 

 

Welcome Children’s Coordinator  

Troutman First welcomes our new part-time children’s coordinator, 

Ms. Alice Ervin Ward. Alice began working for Troutman First on 

March 14th and has hit the ground running. She has already intro-

duced herself to the Cub Scout Pack, Home-School Group, and our 

clothes closet shoppers with children. Alice may seem familiar to many 

of you as she grew up in this church, moved away, and has now re-

turned home. We welcome Alice and look forward to supporting her to 

succeed in this position. How can you support Alice? You can           

volunteer to assist her with planned children’s activities and events 

and pray for her. Get to know Alice, you will find a loving, caring individual who loves kids.  

Welcome to TFUMC! Alice Ward. 

Note from Alice Ward (Children’s Coordinator) 

I am delighted to be working with children and families at 

Troutman First United Methodist Church! Troutman First has 

opened its doors to children through many opportunities to    

develop their faith with the help of Sunday school, worship,    

acolyte, children’s church, and outings such as the bowling fun 

on Saturday, March 19th.  

     When working with my children and children in church, 

scouting, and after school programs, I have learned that children desire all the time, attention, 

and love we can give them. I hope to add to the wonderful work of the volunteers already                       

working with the children in the church and to develop a children’s program that will promote 

growth in their faith.  

     Troutman is growing at a fast pace and new families will be seeking a church family. The com-

munity events offered by the church are providing opportunities for children and families to    

became a part of TFUMC. I will also focus on providing activities and programs that could be  

extended to the children in the community. I believe that working together, great things will  

happen at Troutman First United Methodist.  

     I look forward to meeting the children, families, and members of the church.  

Alice Ward 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator.  

Summer Sewing Camp (for Kids)  

June 20th—June 24th (Monday thru Friday), Troutman First will offer a summer 

sewing camp for children ages 9 through 15. The cost for the class is $25 

(scholarships are available for kids who need assistance).  Lunch will be provided 

each day. The classes begin at 9:30 AM and last until 2:30 PM. During the week, 

the kids will be making various items (some for them to take home, and other 

items to give back to the community). If interested, or want to know more, contact 

Sonya Yager at (716) 628-6262. 



 

Crisis Pregnancy Center Outreach Project 

     During the month of April up until Mother’s Day 

2022 (Sunday, May 8th), Troutman First will be 

filling baby bottles with our loose change. All the 

monies collected in the baby bottles will then be 

given to Iredell County Crisis Pregnancy Center to 

help mothers with costs of delivery, and other ex-

penses. Last year we did this project and over $286 

dollars was collected. Can we beat that amount this 

year? We are also asking you to bring in baby 

wipes to give to Crisis Pregnancy Center. These can 

be left on the front two pews of the Sanctuary. 

Thank You for helping with this project. 

 

On the Horizon Outreach opportunities (be on the look-out for more details). 
 

March 13th—April 3rd  - Special Love Offering Collection for Back To School Bash. Please consider 

giving a love offering to help with Back 2 School Bash for Statesville & Troutman school kids. 

April 3rd—May 8th  - Baby Bottle Loose Offering Collection—Monies to Crisis Pregnancy Center.  

May, June & July—Donations of Athletic Shoes for School Children (More Info. To come).  

April Drive-Thru Meal 
     Mark your calendars for our next drive-thru meal event. On April 9th, from 4:00 to 6:00 (or until 

food runs out) we will be serving hotdogs with buns, chips, baked beans, 

slaw, and dessert. Everyone loves the all time favorite: hot dogs. So, please 

tell your neighbor and encourage them to   attend.   

     There are flyers at the church for you to pick-up to give to neighbors and 

friends. You can also put these up in some of the local businesses. Please 

take a few after worship and start circulating the good news thru town.  

     March’s meal of goulash was a huge success. Thank you to Leigh Payne, 

Joyce Clodfelter (head cooks) and all of the team who helped to prepare the 

meal. It was a cold evening and people stopped coming by for food around 

5:15 pm. The remaining bags of food were then distributed to Food Lion & 

Lowes Corporation employees. Thank you TFUMC for feeding the community.  

Outreach Items  - Month of April  

While out shopping in the 

month of April, pick up some 

extra toiletry items for our 

monthly outreach      project. 

The items we received will be 

used in our Troutman First 

Food Pantry stock, as well as, giving some items to 

local nursing homes. Residents in the local nursing 

homes are always in need of extra   toiletry items. If 

you can purchase these items, bring them during 

the Sundays of April and leave on the front pews of 

our sanctuary.  



 

 Where do You Fit? 
1  Some church members are like wheelbarrows  - no good unless pushed.  

2.  Some are like kites  - they fly away and get lost.  

3.  Some are like kittens  - they have to be petted.  

4.  Some are like footballs  - their bounce is unpredictable.  

5.  Some are like trailers  - they have to be pulled.  

6.  Some are like balloons  - full of wind.  

7.  Some are 100%  - regular in attendance and activities.   Where are You!        Submitted by Danny Ervin 

 

 

Happy Spring from Troutman 1st UMC Youth! 

We are excited for all the adventures and service projects our youth have planned and are doing! We are headed 

in the direction God has laid out for us and are very excited!  The youth have been very   active in the Sunday 

School lessons and are learning in very creative ways about the Old Testament! We are starting to decorate our 

classroom with these weekly projects! We are also starting to do our own creative drawings, color pages and other 

forms of art to decorate the space with and make it Youth inviting! In February we went grocery shopping and 

stocked the food pantry with well needed items for those in need! We also got pizza and snacks to watch The War 

Room Movie and it was fantastic!  The Youth are learning how to pray and getting more comfortable in doing 

so.  In March, we went bowling for our event and had 11 youth and children! They all had a blast and enjoyed the 

fellowship with new friends and family! In April, we are having an Easter Rock Painting day with the Children 

and will be participating in the consignment sale for our service project.  In May, we are going to a Hickory    

Crawdads game and Christian concert where Love and The Outcome will be playing after the game! Stay 

tuned for more to come from our Youth!                             Julie Yager, Youth Coordinator, TFUMC 



 

Please remember these shut-ins during the month of April by sending them a card letting them know 
you are praying for them. These notes are always encouragement and support to our friends as they 
wish they could be with us for worship. Some are recovering at home, while others are in nursing    
facilities.  
 
Ms. Jean Brown         Mr. Jack Ervin      Ms. Shirley Boger 
P.O. Box 402          P.O. Box 394     219 Skyuka Road 
Troutman, NC 28166   Troutman, NC 28166    Statesville, NC 28677

Congregational Care 

Community Easter Fun  

On Saturday, April 9th, 10:30 AM to 12:00 pm, Troutman First will sponsor a fun day 

in the playground (weather permitting) for community Easter Fun. This event will   

feature painting rocks in Easter Egg colors and hiding them for community residents 

to find throughout our town. There will be games, crafts, activities, and of course food 

(pizza, and many other delicious snack items will be served). If you would like to assist 

with this fun event for community children, please let Leigh Payne (our outreach  

chairperson) know as soon as possible. Please invite your children, grandchildren and 

all neighborhood kids.  

 

 

 
Women’s Outing   

     Thursday, April 21st, the women of the church will be 

having an outing to Pie In The Sky Pizza, Mooresville. Meet 

at the church at 5:00 PM., for the event.  

     The group will carpool to Pie In the Sky for supper.                   

Please let Patsy Biddy or Leigh Payne know if you are able to 

attend.  

     It will be a fun outing with lots of laugh and fellowship.  
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Happy Valentine’s Day  


