
 

     I am not ashamed of the gospel, because 
it is the power of God for the salvation of  
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, 
then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a 
righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to 
last, just as it is written: "The righteous 
will live by faith."   Romans 1:16-17 
 
     We live in a Good Friday World, but we 
must remember, we are Easter People! 
What an amazing message to be reminded 
of as we head into Easter week. We do live 
in a Good Friday world. A world full of    
suffering, questioning, unfairness, troubles, 
mistakes, hurts, losses, and grief. Good   
Friday in our Christian faith is the day we 
commemorate Jesus’ suffering and death 
on the cross.  
 
     How easy it is to stop right there; just 
short of healing, and not realizing the hope 
of the resurrection. The story did not stop 
on   Friday. The hope of Easter is all about   
Sunday. It is hard to accept suffering,      
illness, hurt, and pain. It may seem like  
Friday will never end. You may have been 
given a diagnosis you didn’t want to hear, 
but we need to remember and live, Sunday’s 
coming! We have the hope of healing and 
an even greater hope of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  
 

     We trust in a God that has been faithful 
to strengthen us for the battle. As Easter 
people, our prayer should be; work through 
us God for your glory. Teach us to be de-
pendent on your grace.  
 
     What do Easter people look like? They 
gather with other Easter people and Wor-
ship the Risen Lord. They proclaim that “He 
Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed,” through their 
song, praise, and worship. Easter people 
proclaim the truth: claimed by the Crucified 
One. Easter people do not live in fear or 
failure of total defeat because they know 
that death has been defeated and their hope 
is found in the name of Jesus’ the Risen 
Lord and Savior.  
 
     Do you believe the message of this week 
that Sunday is coming? I believe that with 
all of my heart and soul. I am not ashamed 
of the gospel. In fact, I am excited about the 
Good News of the gospel. Even though I 
may live in a Good Friday world today, I am 
convinced that Sunday is coming.  
 
     You may live in a Good Friday world 
friends, but take hope, Sunday is Coming. 
Happy Easter, join us as we celebrate the 
Risen Lord! Hallelujah, He is Risen.  
 

                          Pastor Jeff 

Easter Sunday 

Outdoor Worship at 10:15 AM  

Bring your lawn chairs.  

Meetings 

Sunday, April 11th Finance Committee 

at 11:30 AM 

Sunday, April 25th Administrative 

Council Meeting at 11:30 AM 

Divorce Care 

Tuesdays beginning April 13th from 

6:30—8:00 PM 

Compassion Crafters Workday(s)   

    Thursday, April 1st  9:00—until 

Thursday, April 8th  9:00—until 

    Thursday, April 15th  9:00—until 

Thursday, April 22nd 9:00—until 

Thursday, April 29th 9:00—until 

 Online Bible Study (Weekly) 

April 7th  - 6:30 PM Colossians 4 

April 14th  - 6:30  1 Thessalonians 1 

April 28th  - 6:30 1 Thessalonians 2   

• Live in awareness that Christ lives and that He 
lives in His people.                                                  Morris 

• The resurrection gives my life meaning and       
direction and the opportunity to start over no 
matter what my circumstances.                      Sherrill 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 

First Troutman UMC 
              Troutman, N.C. 



 

April Birthdays 

April 11th  - Earl Adams 

April 13th  - Robin Schade 

April 13th  - Zach Cothron 

April 13th  - Lance Sigmon 

April 14th  - William Brown 

April 17th  - Nancy Sigmon  

April 17th  - Pete Plyler 

April 17th  - Keisel Larson 

April 21st  - Gail Short 

April 23rd  - TJ Cothron 

April 24th  - Eric Wilson 

April 25th  - Christian Mills 

April 26th  - Jeff Maloney 

April 29th  - Sheila Dagenhart 

April 6th  - Mac & Linda McCabe 

April 19th  - Gordon & Carol Hebbard 

      

     The butterfly has long been a Christian 
symbol of the resurrection, for it          dis-
appears into a cocoon and appears dead, 
but emerges later far more         beautiful 
and powerful than before.  The three stag-
es of the butterfly’s metamorphoses are 
symbolic of the three stages in the life cy-
cle of Christ and the Christian. 

     The caterpillar’s non-stop eating re-
minds us of normal earthly life where peo-
ple are often preoccupied with taking care 
of their physical needs.  The caterpillar’s 
life also reminds us of Jesus’ life on earth. 
Caterpillars then “entomb” themselves in 
what appears to be lifeless cocoons por-
traying the crucifixion and burial of Jesus 
and the death of all humans. 
 
     The third and final stage is the appear-
ance of a butterfly with jewel-colored 
wings and the ability to soar, which repre-
sents the resurrection into a new and glo-
rious life free of material concerns and 
restrictions. 
 

       

 

 

A major theme in Paul’s teachings is that 
“we shall all be changed” (1 Cor. 
15:51).  The Christian hope is that what is 
sown in the grave as a weak mortal body 
will be raised an indestructible spiritual 
body not subject to temptation, sorrow, 
death, or pain (1 Cor. 15:44-54).  Through 
death the spirit will escape – not from its 
body but from the vulnerabilities and 
hardships of mortal flesh. 

What better symbol of the Resurrection — 
an inanimate object out of which comes 
life.  Butterflies are the perfect symbol of 
the tomb Christ conquered and every 
Christian’s hope of their own rebirth. 
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Reverse Easter Egg Hunt 
     On Saturday, March 27th, the Children had a Reverse Easter Egg Hunt in the church playground. Special 
Thanks to Leigh Payne, Dawna Hamrick, Brenda Sue Scott, Julie Yager, Angela Wyatt, and Sharon Chaaban for 
assisting with the event. There were eleven total kids present (six of our own, and five first-time visitors). The kids 
painted rocks (to go with the sermon series theme  - The Journey of the Rocks). These rocks contained cheerful 
messages, resurrection and Easter greetings, and  news that Jesus loves you. After the kids painted the rocks, they 
were hid along the Troutman greenway, local businesses, and around Troutman First United Methodist Church.  
After hiding the rocks, the kids enjoyed pizza, snacks, and received Easter treats. Also, during the month of March 
at children’s church, the kids made cards for Troutman First shut-ins. Look for upcoming activities for our kids.  

Financial Update  - 2021 
For the month of March we fell short of the budgeted amount needed for the month. At the end of the month of 
March, we are currently behind budget for YTD  - $2,671.00. Will you pray how you can give during the month 
and help us make up our deficit? Your financial contribution helps to support the ministries and outreach         
opportunities of our church. Several have asked where they should tithe their monies received from the stimulus 
check, at current time please earmark funds toward budget.  
 
To give your financial contribution to Troutman First United Methodist, you may mail donations to the following:  
Troutman First United Methodist, P.O. Box 717, Troutman, North Carolina 28166. 



 

Boy Scout Eagle Project (Completion) - In March 2021, Boy Scout, Sam Adams completed his Boy 
Scout Eagle project. If you have not been by Troutman First United Methodist playground, drive by 
and check out the completed project. Thanks to Sam’s Eagle project, we now have a nice concrete pad 
and six brand new picnic tables for families to enjoy outings, have lunches or suppers while kids enjoy 
our playground, or to sit and watch their little ones play on the equipment. Also, thank you to Virgil 
Crater for securing the church sign with the aid of the scouts with some new concrete support.  
 
Troop 174 will have a Chicken Barbecue Saturday, April 24th, watch for more details!  

Celebrate the Risen Savior 
Easter Sunday Morning 

 
Sunday, April 4th, 2021 @ 10:15 AM 

 
Arrive at church and place your folding lawn 
chairs on the front lawn. (There will be an  
usher watching the lawn chairs while the cross 
is decorated inside the sanctuary.  

 
Then join us in the sanctuary for the decorating 
of the  Easter cross with live flowers.  (Please 
bring any live flowers from your yard,  there 
will be some at the church for guests).  

 
After cross is decorated, the ushers will carry 
the cross out to the front sidewalk.  

 
Congregation will be dismissed to follow the 
cross out to the front lawn. The service will 
conclude with a Resurrection Sunday morning 
message and song.  
 



 

New Organ Installation 
 

On Tuesday, March  23rd, Hopper Music Company from     
Raleigh,  North Carolina, and seven men from Troutman First 
United Methodist installed an Allen Organ into our sanctuary. 
Sunday, March 28th, was the first opportunity we had to hear 
Kenny Overcash play our new organ. We hope to have a dedi-
cation of our new organ with special organ music within the 
near future. Thank you to all who donated monies to the    
purchase of a new organ and to those who helped install.  
 

NEW ORGAN INSTALLED 



 

Football Team 
South Iredell  
High School 

 
Snacks & Waters 
Were collected 
In the Month of 

March to support 
the local football 

team. 

On Thursday, March 16th, the Congregational Care / Outreach 
team of Troutman First donated a soup luncheon to the Iredell 
Home Health Care Workers. This meal was an appreciation meal 
for the work that these health care professionals have provided 
during the difficult time of COVID-19. Thank you to all the women 
who provided soup, and dessert for Iredell Home Health. Please 
see below some of the comments from the staff at Iredell Home 
Health.  
 
Debbie RN: your church ladies sure can knock it out of the park with the 
soup.  
 
Karen, RN: the soup and cookies are wonderful! Please tell your church, 
thank you very much.  
 
 
Helen, Occupational Therapist: Hey Dawna! Please thank the Troutman 
church that sent us all those wonderful delicious soups! They were so 
delicious! Thanks again, we really appreciate it! 
 
Barbie, Scheduler: Please tell the person that made the Tortellini Soup it 
was amazing and thank you for bringing it here for all of us. 
  
Linda Thompson, Director: Please tell the lady that made the chicken 
soup it was the best I ever had, no joke! 
  
Renee and Loria, co-workers in billing: That was really wonderful and 
everyone really enjoyed the soup.  We kept smelling it warming up in 
there and so we decided to take an early lunch and break into it!  We 
went back and tried several kinds. 
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Sewing Day Camp 

for Kids Ages 9 – 15  

June 14th – June 25th  

(9:30 AM – 2:00 PM) 

Classes held at  

First Troutman UMC  
Beginners sewing classes for 

children ages 9 through 15th will be taught from June 14th – 

June 25th (M-F) at    Troutman First United Methodist (204 

Mills Avenue, Troutman).  

The basics of sewing will be taught to the children.  

Cost for the class is $25 per child. 

There are some scholarships available if needed assistance with the cost. 



 First Std 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
City, ST 

Permit # 000 

Troutman First United Methodist 
P.O. Box 717 
Troutman, NC 28166 

The MESSENGER 
Volume 21 * Issue 4 

April 2021 

HAPPY EASTER   


