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L E T T E R  T O  T I T U S 
 

 

1) Authorship: The author is the apostle Paul, as stated in the text (1:1). 

 

2) Recipient [Destination]: 

a. The letter is addressed to Titus who is living and ministering on the island of 

Crete.  It is the fifth largest island in the Mediterranean.  The collective morals of 

the culture on the island had deteriorated to such a level that even their own 

prophets ridiculed them (1:12). 

b. Titus was a convert of Paul’s (1:4) and a trusted companion for many years.  

When Paul traveled to Jerusalem to meet with the leaders of the church he took 

Titus with him (Gal 2:1-5).  Though he is not mentioned in Acts, his name appears 

13 times in the New Testament.  Presumably he worked with Paul in Ephesus 

while on Paul’s third missionary journey, and eventually was sent to the church in 

Corinth to assist them in their development and work (2 Cor. 2:13; 7:6, 13-16).  

He was one of Paul’s “most cherished and trusted associates” (Gorman, 572) (2 

Cor. 2:13; 8:23). 

 

3) Provenance & Date: 

a. Paul is on his way to Nicopolis (3:12), where he is planning to spend the winter. 

b. It has been customary to date this letter also in like manner to the letters to 

Timothy, and therefore in the mid 60s, after a possible release from his Roman 

imprisonment. 

 

4) Occasion & Purpose: There are three suggested themes in this letter. 

a. Church structure and order (1:5-9) 

b. False teaching (1:10-16) 

c. Community relations and belief (2:1-3:11) 

 

5) Special Issues: This letter, along with the first letter to Timothy, is of special interest to 

those who are concerned with church governance and hierarchy (1:6-9; 1 Tim. 3:1-7). 
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