
REVELATION 
SESSION 2 

Chapters 2 & 3 
How to Read Revelation 



Let’s talk about how to 
make up our missed week. 



 REVELATION is a HYBRID DOCUMENT 

• A Letter 

• A Prophecy 

• An Apocalypse 

• It is also has liturgical / worship elements as well 
as political, or theopolitical, elements, meaning 
“The use of Christian theology to critique 
national, civic, and political structures.” 



 REVELATION is a LETTER 

• A Revelation is a circular pastoral letter intended 
for 7 real churches in Asia Minor (modern 
western Turkey). 



 REVELATION is a PROPHECY 
(1:3; 22:7, 10, 18, 19) 

• Prophecy is speaking words of comfort and/or 
challenge, on behalf of God, to the people of 
God in their concrete historical situation. (p. 23) 

• John, the Revelator, is steeped in the OT 
prophets. (particularly Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, 
Jeremiah, Joel, and Daniel)  (p. 23) 

– It’s been claimed that 278 of the 404 verses in 
Revelation contain one or more OT allusions.  (p. 23) 



 REVELATION is a PROPHECY 
(cont.) 

• Prophets both warn and comfort.  It’s less about 
predicting the future in the way we often 
interpret that phrase and more about 
pronouncing on behalf of God his will for a 
situation. 

• “Prophets comfort God’s people in crisis because 
they need assurance, despite all signs to the 
contrary, God is God and will one day bring an 
end to all evil and oppression.” (p. 24) 



 REVELATION is a PROPHECY 
(cont.) 

• Let’s watch a video about biblical Prophecy. 



 REVELATION is an APOCALYPSE 

• Its basic function is to sustain the people of God, 
especially in times of crisis. 

• Its meant to create hope 

– By critiquing the oppressors 

– Exhorting defiance by the faithful 

– Emboldening confidence in God’s ultimate defeat of 
evil 



 REVELATION is an APOCALYPSE 

• Its meant to help us see the present moment in 
history in a divine perspective. 

• Revelation is intended to reveal, not conceal. 

• It’s not meant to give us some sort of foresight 
and predict the future, as much as give us a 
theological insight into the present. 



 REVELATION is an APOCALYPSE 
(cont.) 

• Apocalyptic literature uses highly symbolic 
language and vivid images to make its point. 

– “The language of Revelation ‘works’ not by imparting 
information, but by helping the reader to experience 
what John experienced.” (p. 17) 

– It’s kind of like the imagery of political cartoons 
which are full of symbolism, exaggeration, and 
fantasy.  (p. 17) 



 REVELATION is an APOCALYPSE 
(cont.) 

• You might call it “literal non-literalism” 

– It’s non-literal, but real nonetheless 

• Let’s look at a video about the use of Metaphor in the 
Bible 



• If there’s time, let’s look at a video on Narrative 
plot in the Bible. 



 The Situation in REVELATION 

• Let’s read beginning on page 31 in Michael 
Gorman’s book. 

• Though “Rome” is never referred to explicitly in 
Revelation, the historical context of when it 
was written makes it the overwhelming image 
that is in John’s mind given the known 
experiences of first-century Christians. 



 The Situation in REVELATION 
(cont.) 

• It doesn’t appear that active physical 
persecution is the context of Revelation. 

• Rather, “it is because Christians must 
disassociate themselves from the evil of the 
Roman system that they are likely to suffer 
persecution.” (p. 33) 

• Revelation is therefore, likely a response to 
“ordinary empire” – everyday evils, injustices, 
and misguided allegiances.” 



 The Situation in REVELATION 
(cont.) 

• “Complacency about Rome was the crisis.” (p. 
33) 

• “Nearly all interpreters of Revelation recognize 
that the entire book is a critique and parody of 
the Roman Empire and of the cult of the 
emperor that was rampant in the Roman 
province of Asia in the second half of the first 
century.” (p. 40) 



 The Situation in REVELATION 
(cont.) 

• Imperial Cult – an elaborate “God and country” 
civil religion 

– The gods have chosen Rome 

– Rome and its emperor are agents of the gods’ rule, 
will, salvation, and presence among human beings. 

– Rome manifests the gods’ blessings – security, peace, 
justice, faithfulness, fertility – among those who 
submit to Rome’s rule. 

 



 The Situation in REVELATION 
(cont.) 

• Imperial Cult – an elaborate “God and country” 
civil religion 

– The rule of the gods through Rome was 
accomplished by violence, domination, and 
“pacification” 

– The emperor was worthy of praise, devotion, and 
allegiance. 

– The imperial age is the long-awaited golden age. 

 



 The Situation in REVELATION 
(cont.) 

• Imperial Cult 

– Read second paragraph on page 43 

 

– Now let’s talk about “civil religion.” (page 48 ff.) 


