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Hello Fellow “Pen Pals with Paul” Participants! 

Enclosed you will find your first letter from Paul right in your own mailbox in preparation for our 

next class session!  I’m also writing my own letter to you to answer some possible questions you may have. 

 

Why am I getting this letter from you? 

You’re getting this because you either attended our first “Pen Pals with Paul” Bible Study, or you have 

expressed interest and/or RSVPed for the upcoming session on October 10. 

 

Do I need to RSVP for the October session or will you assume that I am coming? 

Please RSVP!  We have volunteers cooking each month and out of consideration for their hard work we 

need to have an accurate count even if you attended last month.  Assumptions won’t help our cooks.  Hard 

numbers will. 

 

Can anyone come to “Pen-Pals with Paul”? 

Absolutely!  Tell your friends and coworkers.  All are welcome! 

 

Do I need to read all of Galatians before the October 10 session? 

Yes.  You won’t be graded on this, but I will be preparing the class assuming you have read it.  I would also 

recommend reading it as near to October 10 as possible so that it is fresh in your memory. 

 

Why did you give me a separate copy of Galatians in this letter?  Don’t you want me to read my own Bible? 

Absolutely!  Read your own Bible.  But if you are interested, the enclosed copy is formatted to more 

resemble an actual letter with the hopes that it will be a new way to literally ‘look’ at the text.  One 

recommendation I like to give is to read it out loud.  It’s a whole new experience.  The enclosed letter has 

no chapter or verse numbers. I haven’t made any changes or additions to the text.  You’re reading it 

precisely as it is in the Bible. 

 

What translation are you using in the enclosed letter? 

The enclosed translation is the New Living Translation (NLT).  “The goal of any Bible translation is to 

convey the meaning of the ancient Hebrew and Greek texts as accurately as possible to the modern reader. 

The challenge for the translators was to create a text that would make the same impact in the life of modern 

readers that the original text had for the original readers. In the New Living Translation, this is 

accomplished by translating entire thoughts (rather than just words) into natural, everyday English. The 

end result is a translation that is easy to read and understand and that accurately communicates the 

meaning of the original text.” 

 

 

 



Do I need to bring my Bible to the class? 

Yes.  We will be referencing various passages by chapter and verse, so even if you’ve written all over the 

enclosed copy in preparation for the class (hint, hint), please still bring your personal Bible. 

 

Why are we reading Galatians first? 

This year we are going to be reading Paul’s letters in roughly chronological order.  We don’t know exactly 

the order they were written in, but part of our learning will be to look at how we can make educated 

guesses as to which ones were written before others.  Galatians can be debatable as to where it falls in the 

order, and we’ll talk about why I’m choosing to do it first. 

 

Do I have to read it all at once?  I like to read one chapter a day. 

I guess if that is how you would read a letter that comes in your mail box – one page a day.  I tend to read 

letters in the mail all at once – and often over and over again.  Please read it all in one sitting if at all 

possible, but I trust your judgment.  I read it out loud to myself and it took 22 minutes - longer than your 

average letter, but, I suspect, much shorter than you might have thought to read a whole book of the Bible. 

 

Do you have any pointers on some things to think about and look for as I’m reading? 

I’m glad you asked, yes I do!  Remember that these letters are written to a specific group of people for a 

specific purpose.  Therefore, be looking for clues as to the context of why Paul is writing this letter.  Ask 

yourself, “What is the point?”  What’s is the relationship that Paul has with the people?  What does he 

seem to be responding to?  What’s Paul’s attitude?  How is the letter structured and divided up?  Etc. 

 

You mentioned the book of Acts in the first session.  Should I read that too? 

That would be wonderful, and incredibly beneficial for the entirety of the class all year long!  This is not 

required, but Acts contains the historical record of the missionary journeys that Paul’s letters are directly 

connected to.  It can be tough to read all of Acts in one sitting, but it is well worth your time to work 

through it in a steady manner over the span of several days.  You will be greatly blessed! 
 

How can I be best prepared for class? 

Read the letter, mark passages that you would like the class to talk about (e.g. favorite passages of comfort, 

clarifications, ‘problem’ passages, etc.), bring  your Bible, bring your yellow folder (if you don’t have one 

yet, talk to me), and pray.  Pray that each of us will experience the life-giving joy of dwelling in God’s 

scriptures.  Please pray. 
 

See you on October 10!  Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m.  Please RSVP. 
 

 

Grace & Peace 

 The Rev. Gabriel Morrow 
(518) 903-9667 - call or text 
rector@calvarybh.org 


