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FROM THE DESK OF THE RECTOR 

 
November 7, 2018 

 
 
Hello Fellow “Pen Pals with Paul” Participants! 

Enclosed you will find your second installment of letters from Paul in preparation for our next class 

session!  This month we will be looking at the two letters that Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica. 

I can’t tell you how overjoyed and encouraged I was last month with nearly 100% of the class 

reporting that they had read the first letter, Galatians, in its entirety.  That right there makes this whole 

endeavor worth it!  My goal is quite simple.  I want us to be reading our Bibles, and doing it in hopefully 

a new and refreshing way.  Judging from the feedback that I got after the last class I think that we are 

largely hitting the target. 

This style of study – though lacking in detailed verse by verse exegesis – can accomplish 

something that is often missed; a larger sense of the whole.  But isn’t this how we most naturally meet 

someone new in our own lives?  Our natural interactions as human beings are to move from generalities 

(themes) to details.  As we get to know each other we ‘fill in the gaps’ in our stories, and the themes that 

have been present all along become more rich and endearing as we move from general impressions to 

detailed knowledge of each other.  There is absolutely a vital place in the church for detailed study of 

words, verses, and passages.  However, our weekly lectionary on Sundays does not easily facilitate 

showing us a more broad view of each book as a complete unit.  Therefore, in our class each month we 

are looking at some details, but by no means all of the richness and nuance of Paul’s writings. 

That being said, I feel that we are already seeing the fruit of this type of study, and for that I am 

wonderfully blessed!        (There’s a back side to this letter.) 



Here is what to do in preparation for our next session on Wednesday, November 14. 
 

1) RSVP to the church office or to me that you are going to be there so that we can accurately 
prepare the meal and the materials. 

 

2) Invite your friends!  All are welcome.  We can provide materials from the previous months to 
any newcomers. 
 

3) Read all of 1 & 2 Thessalonians.  Remember that I recommend reading them each in one 
sitting straight through, and preferably out loud. 

 

4) Acts chapters 17 and 18 will give some background for the setting and timing of Paul’s letters 
to the church in Thessalonica.  This is not required reading, but is highly recommended (and 
not all that long). Remember that these letters are written to a specific group of people for a 
specific purpose.  Therefore, be looking for clues as to the context of why Paul is writing this 
letter.  Ask yourself, “What is the point?”  What is the relationship that Paul had with the 
people?  What does he seem to be responding to?  What’s Paul’s attitude?  How is the letter 
structured and divided up?  Etc. 

 

5) Bring your Bible, and your Yellow Folder to class. 
 

6) Be ready to share your thoughts and impressions from reading this letter, as well as any 
passages that impacted you or that you had questions about. 

 

7) PRAY!  Please pray for humility of heart as we approach these holy writings.  Pray for the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to be proclaimed.  Pray for the grace of God to enrich and enliven our 
faith.  Please pray. 

 
See you on November 14!  Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Please RSVP. 

 

 

Grace & Peace 

 The Rev. Gabriel Morrow 
(518) 903-9667 - call or text 
rector@calvarybh.org 


