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FROM THE DESK OF THE RECTOR 

 
March 5, 2019 

 
Hello Fellow “Pen Pals with Paul” Participants! 
 

Enclosed you will find your letters from Paul in preparation for our next class session. 
This month we will have two letters to cover, but don’t worry they aren’t long.  In fact one of the 

letters this month, Philemon, is only 335 words in the original Greek.  (This letter from me is longer 
than that!)  Believe it or not that doesn’t make it the shortest book in the Bible.  There are two other 
books which are shorter than Philemon!  Can you guess which ones?  (Ask me at class and I’ll show you.)  
Our second letter, Colossians, was most likely written roughly at the same time as Philemon.  These two - 
and next month’s letter, Ephesians - were all sent with the same two individuals, Tychicus and Onesimus 
(Philemon’s runaway slave which you will read about). 
 Be sure to go to calvarybh.org/penpals_with_paul to find a link to this month’s videos.  
Watching it at least once before we get to class will help a lot. 
 
Here is what to do in preparation for our next session on Wednesday, March 13. 

 
1) RSVP that you are going to be there so that we can accurately prepare the meal and the 

materials.  Please call the church office or send an email to omanager@calvarybhg.org. 

2) Invite your friends!  All are welcome! 

3) Read all of Philemon and Colossians.  Remember that I recommend reading each in one 
sitting straight through, and preferably out loud, which is not hard to do this month. 

4) I highly suggest reading Acts 28 for some background of the setting of where Paul was most 
likely ‘residing’ when he wrote these letters.  Interestingly, we don’t have any record of Paul 
ever going to Colosse himself. 

5) Bring your Bible, and your yellow folder to class. 

6) Be ready to share your thoughts and impressions from reading this letter, as well as any 
passages that impacted you or that you had questions about. 

7) PRAY!  Please pray for humility of heart as we approach these holy writings.  Pray for the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to be proclaimed.  Pray for the grace of God to enrich and enliven our 
faith.  Please pray. 

See you on March 13!  Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Please RSVP. 

 

You Bless Me!  Grace & Peace 
 The Rev. Gabriel Morrow 

(518) 903-9667 - call or text 
rector@calvarybh.org 


