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L E T T E R  T O  T H E  C H U R C H  I N  E P H E S U S  
 

1) Authorship: The letter identifies the author as Paul (1:1; 3:1; cf. 3:7, 13; 4:1; 6:19-20).  

This has gone without dispute until the modern era of criticism.  Since the burden of proof 

should lie on the side of those who are to go against the historical attestation of the church, 

the requirements to overturn the unanimous voice of history are too large to accomplish this 

revision.   The arguments against Pauline authorship all rely on a strong measure of conjecture 

with very little textual or historical data that bears enough weight to swing the pendulum of 

history the other direction. 

 

2) Provenance & Date: Reference the entries for Letter to the Colossians and Letter to 

Philemon for background information regarding this discussion.  With that in mind, I would 

argue that Ephesus can be safely removed from consideration of the provenance of this letter, 

which would leave Rome as the likely location of Paul’s writing.  Therefore, it would place it 

early in the 60s. 

 

3) Destination: 
a. Many scholars accept the Roman city of Ephesus, and the Christians thereof, to be the 

destination and audience of the letter. 

b. There are also many who feel that this is the Ephesus copy of an unspecified circular 

letter that was being delivered and shared with several churches in the area. 

i. Given Paul’s prior extensive relationship with the Christians in Ephesus and his 

clear affection for them (Acts 19; 20:13-21:1), it would seem striking that the 

letter to the ‘Ephesians’ is so ‘distant’ in its tone (1:15), and lacking in any sense 

of affection so clearly portrayed in Acts 20:13 ff. 

c. Some scholars feel that this might be a letter that was sent to Laodicea that Paul 

instructs the Christians in Colossae to exchange with their own letter. (Col. 4:16) 

i. Five of the earliest, and arguably most important, Greek manuscripts lack the 

phrase “in Ephesus” (1:1). 

ii. Both the letter to the Ephesians and the letter to the Colossians are carried by 

Tychicus (Col. 4:7; Eph. 6:21). 

iii. Marcion's canon (mid second century) refers to a letter written by Paul to the 

Laodiceans, but does not include a letter to the Ephesians (Tertullian, Adversus 

Marcionem 5.17). 

 

4) Occasion & Purpose: The letter does not appear to have any specific purpose, nor is 

addressing any particular error.  Paul seems to want to inspire the readers to comprehend how 

vast God’s purposes and grace are, and to become aware of God’s high goals for the church. 

 

5) Special Issues: None other than what have been summarized above. 
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