
CALVARY COVID GUIDELINES 
Effective Sunday, May 30, 2021 

 

In consultation with the Vestry and clergy of Calvary, and after having sought input from the 

congregation, I have decided to move Calvary into the use of the new Diocesan COVID 

Guidelines, effective Sunday, May 30.  When we are on church property these are the rules that 

govern our COVID response moving forward. 

 

- Per updated Diocesan COVID Guidelines, masks, hand sanitizer use, and social 

distancing are all STILL REQUIRED to enter church buildings regardless of 

vaccination status. 

- There are some exceptions to this rule. 

o When parishioners are in their pew and not singing, we are now allowed to have 

our masks off.  In the interest of clarity and solidarity the rule of thumb for us at 

Calvary on Sundays will be, “If a church musician is playing for the purpose 

of leading the congregation in music, then everyone will have their masks 

on.”  When we sing, we sing as ‘one’ lifting our collective voice to God.  

Therefore, this is not about whether or not one chooses to sing or not - and 

thereby whether or not one needs to have a mask on - but rather this is about the 

collective ‘posture’ of worship that we take together in lifting our singular 

collective voice to God. 

o Lectors and those leading the Prayers of the People may now remove their mask 

at the lectern for the purpose of leading the congregation.  (The lectern is 10 feet 

from the front pew.) 

o If you are inside the church and moving around outside of your pew we are 

required to have masks on. 

o Deacons may have their mask off to proclaim the gospel.  (They will be 10 feet 

from the front pew.) 

o You will begin to see Fr. Gabriel go maskless for leading services provided he is 

properly distanced (10 feet), and in the case of Communion that the elements are 

covered when he is speaking. 

o Masks are still an effective communal defense against the virus, so we still 

encourage and support mask use as a principle of commendable practice for both 

the vaccinated and the unvaccinated.  Relational solidarity with a friend and 

loved one is a Christian virtue.  To wear a mask so that your brother or sister is 

not alone is a good and holy thing.  If Jesus could ‘put on’ flesh to save us, then 

we can also choose to wear a mask to support a friend, if you feel so led. 

- There are no changes to our current every-other pew seating arrangement and established 

social distancing protocols. 

- There are no changes to our current communion practices pertaining to distribution and 

consumption. 

- There are no changes to our current cleaning practices. 

- In small group worship (Morning and Evening Prayer, Wednesday Eucharist) and 

meeting situations where it is non-intrusively known that all persons are vaccinated, we 

can remove our masks.  Per diocesan guidelines, this principle can also apply to the altar 

party on Sundays (priest, deacon, acolyte), except for when we are singing. 



- Coffee Hour types of gatherings are now allowed.  We will be doing “Lemonade on the 

Lawn” outside after the Sunday morning service for the foreseeable future.  In inclement 

weather this will move into Cartmell Hall which will afford us more space than the 

Fireside Room and offer good cross-ventilation with windows.  We would encourage 

people to disperse throughout the whole building to fellowship rather than congregate 

only in one room.  That situation would still be governed by all the same principles 

shared above (social distancing, avoiding cross-contamination with drinks and snacks, 

masks when moving around the room, etc.). 

 

When we gather on Sundays, we gather to worship God.  That is our purpose.  Our task in these 

days is to keep that the priority, while also caring for each other through sacrificial love, and 

giving thanks for an increasing measure of respite from the burden of this pandemic.  These 

guidelines are our best effort to take all things into consideration, knowing that some may feel 

these guidelines are going too far and some may feel that they are not going far enough.  But 

remember, our purpose on Sundays is worship.  Our lived-out love for Jesus is our calling.  I am 

proud at how we have navigated these months during the pandemic thus far!  Our strength to 

persevere comes from the LORD and him alone.  He is how we face the task of faith during 

trials.  He is our Hope.  He is our Guide. 

 

You all bless me! 

 

Grace & Peace 

 

Gabriel + 


