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Fourth Sunday of Easter Acts 4:5-12 
Year B Psalm 23 
“Good Shepherd Sunday” 1 John 3:16-24 
 John 10:11-18 

“Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

Psalm 23:6 
 Today, in the church calendar, is sometimes referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday.  The 
Collect of the Day tells us as much, “O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your 
people.”  But the collect itself is merely quoting from our gospel passage where Jesus proclaims, 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11)  
This is also echoed in John’s first letter where he says, “We know love by this, that he [Jesus] laid 
down his life for us– and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.” (1 John 3:16) 

The ‘theological math’ of this equation is rather simple.  Jesus is the shepherd, we are the 
sheep, and the way that the love of the shepherd has been demonstrated and confirmed to us is 
that Jesus has laid down his life for us – he died for us!  Therefore, out of love for our fellow 
brothers and sisters, we should “lay down our lives” as well “for one another.”  That’s it.  The 
‘math’ isn’t complicated.  Jesus laid down his life for us, and therefore as followers of Jesus we 
should do the same for one another.  In other words, if we are to live like Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit then we must be ready and willing to lay aside our wants and desires in 
preference to both our friends and our enemies. 

For Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 
you may be children of your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:43-45)  A few months ago I shared a 
definition of love written by a Nazarene pastor friend of mine.  He put it this way, “Love is a 
demonstrated preference for the wellbeing of others, over and above myself, even at great 
personal expense, with help from the Holy Spirit.” (Rev. Cliff Purcell) 

Like a shepherd laying down his life for his sheep, we too are called to do likewise as 
followers of Christ with both our friends and our enemies.  Saint Paul tells us this, “Dear 
friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, ‘I 
will take revenge; I will pay them back,’ says the LORD.   Instead, ‘If your enemies are hungry, 
feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning 
coals of shame on their heads.’  Don't let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.” 
(Romans 12:19-21) 

Imagine spending one week, or maybe even just one day, paying special attention to how 
to “prefer the wellbeing of others over and above ourselves” (not forgetting that this applies to 
our enemies as well).  What would that look like in our family relationships?  What would that 
look like in our marriages?  How could that impact how we raise our children?  Can it affect our 
interactions with the people that live literally next to us?  What does it look like as we dine in 
local restaurants?  What form could this take as we deliberate on legislation within the walls of 
the capital?  How could this kind of love affect our politics or even how we view our rights?  Can 
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this kind of love push beyond national borders and into the scope of all humanity regardless of 
nationality, ethnicity, or race?  What does a self-sacrificial love look like in the face of 
horrendous acts of terrorism?  What would a Christ-like kind of love look like when applied to 
both the personal and local as well as the global?  Are we asking too much of love?  Are these the 
wrong kinds of questions?  Unfortunately, I’m not so sure that they are. 

Can the love of God really conquer the darkest of evils? 
Yes, it can  …  because it already has!  What Satan undoubtedly believed to be a victory for 

the forces of evil – the unjust execution of God himself in the person of Jesus – was in fact the 
revealing of God’s plan all along and his power through the loving sacrifice of himself (the 
shepherd) for his sheep (us). 

Jesus appeared to be reckless in all the wrong ways in his final days prior to his crucifixion.  
He didn’t weed out the traitor, Judas, in their midst and expel him from the twelve.  He didn’t 
join Peter in fighting back when they came to arrest him in the garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus 
stood silent when given the chance to save his own life by refuting the lies that had been told 
about him in a mob driven sham of a trial.  Remember, “love is a demonstrated preference for the 
wellbeing of others, over and above myself, even at great personal expense, with help from the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Jesus even goes so far as to pray for God’s forgiveness to be extended to those who had lied 
about him, who had deserted him, who had ridiculed him, who had mocked him, and ultimately 
who killed him. 

The love of the shepherd bore the weight and force of all the evil of this world so that we 
wouldn’t have to.  We call that forgiveness.  Sin in need of forgiveness was the far greater issue in 
God’s eyes – even greater than his own earthly life.  Jesus died a humiliating and pitiful human 
death so that we wouldn’t have to die an eternal death.  For in his earthly death we see that 
physical death no longer wins.  It is not the last card that can be played.  It is not the ace up 
Satan’s sleeve.  Death is, in fact, the mysterious mechanism of God’s saving grace because 
through death has come the gift of eternal life.  That is what we remember and celebrate in this 
season of Easter!  A Savior who not only willingly walked to his death at Calvary, but also walked 
out of the grave three days later as if to say, “Now let’s really start living!” 

We read Psalm 23 today.  This psalm is arguably the most widely recognized and most 
beloved psalm out of the whole psalter.  It is a psalm that beautifully conveys our trust in the 
saving provision and protection of our God even when surrounded by the evils of this world.  The 
Lord is our shepherd who is worthy to be followed.  He knows the way to safety.  He knows the 
way to provision.  He knows the way to life - new life, real life.  He revives our souls.  To re–vive. 

Vivere is Latin meaning “to live, to be alive.”  To re–vive our souls means to re–life our 
souls.  To take a dead soul in sin and re–life it to a forgiven soul of eternal heavenly life.  That is 
the post-resurrection life of Jesus!   That is the life of Jesus; a shepherd who lays down his life so 
that we might in turn do the same.  That is the life we are called to today. 

In the cross Jesus was plunged to the depths of our depravity and our sin.  And in the 
cross he brought with him his goodness, his mercy, and his love to follow us all the days of our 
lives, for surely we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

The Lord is my shepherd.  Amen. 


