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2 n d  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  C O R I N T H I A N S  
 

1) Authorship: There has been no credible challenge to the apostle Paul being the author of 

this letter. (1:1; 10:1) 

 

2) Date: Reference the “1st Letter To The Corinthians” outline for more information on how the 

dating of 1 Corinthians is confidently ascertained.  Working with a relatively solid date for 1 

Corinthians (‘Letter B’), the writing of 2 Corinthians (‘Letter D’) can be reasonably placed in late 

summer or early fall of 56. 

 

3) Destination: The letter was carried to the same church in Corinth as was described in the “1st 

Letter To The Corinthians” outline. 

 

4) Events & Dialogue Leading To Provenance: Titus visited Corinth (8:6), presumably to 

administer the collection of money for the church in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:2).  Possibly due to 

outside disruptive intruders to the Corinthian church, and in spite of Paul and his companions’ 

best efforts from visits and letters, the situation in the Corinthian church continued to deteriorate, 

which led to Paul’s “painful visit” (2:1; 11:4, 22; 12:21; 13:2). Titus appears to have been sent 

back to Corinth carrying a more severe letter (7:8, 12 - ‘Letter C’).  Subsequently, Paul leaves 

Ephesus to spread the gospel in Troas (2:12) and Macedonia (2:12-13; 7:5; 8:1-4; 9:2; Acts 20:1).  

Eventually Paul meets back up with Titus while in Macedonia who delivers good news to Paul 

regarding the Corinthians responsiveness to Paul’s written admonitions (7:5-16).  It seems 

probable to many scholars that Paul wrote 2 Corinthians 1-9 either separately, or at an earlier 

time than 2 Corinthians 10-13 due to a sharp difference in tone from the former (optimistic) to 

the latter (pessimistic).  With the completion of the latter portion of the letter while back in 

Macedonia, Paul sends the whole letter (‘Letter D’) to Corinth with Titus and two companions 

(8:17-18, 22). 

 

5) Purpose: Most scholars agree that there are three basic divisions of purpose to this letter. 

a. Chapters 1-7: Paul lays out why his itinerary changed using a rather “conciliatory” tone, 

reflective of his heartfelt ties to the Corinthian church. 

b. Chapters 8-9: Paul appeals to the Corinthians to complete the collection for the church in 

Jerusalem in preparation for his arrival. 

c. Chapters 10-13: Paul responds to seeming challenges to his authority, to which he proceeds 

to argue his case for his apostolic authority and will exercise discipline if need be once he 

arrives should these attacks continue. 

 

6) Special Issues: Is 2 Corinthians one coherent letter, or a compilation of at least two, and 

possibly three (some might argue even more) ‘letters’ that Paul originally wrote separately and 

then sent together?  It appears likely that it was written in at least two phases due to the radical 

change in tone between chapters 9 and 10, and there are also many who would argue that 

chapters 8-9 are a separate writing.  Was it more than one letter that was compiled together at a 

later date?  Less likely.  Were there more than one ‘writing occasions’ that Paul then sent as one 

letter?  More likely. 
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