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L E T T E R  1  T O  T H E  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  

 

1) Authorship: While the letter lists “Paul, Silas and Timothy” as authors (1:1), it is widely accepted 

that Paul was the primary author (2:18-3:5).  This letter carries with it the scholarly endorsement of 

being one of the undisputed Pauline letters. 

 

2) Date: There is much consensus that this was Paul’s first letter written which we still have copies of.  

It is thereby commonly held that it is therefore the oldest Christian writing that has been preserved.  

Most scholars place it being written in A.D. 50 or 51, therefore putting it during Paul’s second 

missionary journey (A.D. 49-52). 

 

3) Destination, Provenance & Background: The letter was written to the newly formed church in 

Thessalonica, which Paul, Silas and Timothy had planted after preaching in Philippi and subsequently 

coming under significant persecution (Acts 16:11-40; 1 Thess. 2:2).  After spending at least three 

weeks (Acts 17:2-9) – and possibly longer (Phil. 4:16) – in Thessalonica, Paul and his colleagues are 

forced to leave the city by local Jewish leaders (Acts 17:5-9, 10).  Paul soon separates from the other 

two for fear of his being arrested, and eventually makes his way to Corinth via Athens.  Once Silas 

and Timothy rejoin him and report on the status of the various churches they have planted, he is 

compelled to write to the Christians in Thessalonica.  Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia, a 

Roman province in northern Greece.  It was significant in size and wielded strong influence in the 

region both politically and economically.  It was also known for its support of the imperial cult. 

 

4) Occasion: The persecutions that forced Paul, Silas and Timothy to leave Thessalonica most likely 

continued in their absence (3:3), only now it was directed at the new local Christians.  This prompted 

Paul to send Timothy from Athens to Thessalonica to check on the status of their new church, and 

whether or not they were withstanding the persecutions (3:2-5).  Timothy met back up with Paul in 

Corinth (Acts 18:1) with the good news that they were indeed standing strong.  Paul then appears to 

have felt compelled to write to the Christians in Thessalonica, “to strengthen the Thessalonian 

believers with reassurance and instruction.” (3:13; 5:23) (Gorman, Apostle, 151) 

 

5) Purpose: It has been suggested that there are three basic purposes to Paul’s writing to the 

Thessalonians. 

a. To clear up any misconceptions regarding Paul’s premature departure from Thessalonica. 

(chaps. 1-3) 

b. To remind them of some important ethical responses to their new faith. (4:1-12) 

c. To comfort and offer hope to the Thessalonians in light of the deaths of some fellow Christians. 

(4:13-5:11) 

 

6) Special Interest:  

a. Rapture Theology: 4:17 plays a vital role in the establishing and maintaining the concept of a 

Christian rapture, which is very popular among large segments of western Protestant Christianity. 
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