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Are We There Yet? 

 
 “Are we there yet?” 

Where we used to live my wife’s best friend was two and a half hours away from us.  Angela and the 
kids made that drive numerous times over the years we lived in Montana.  Over that span of time we got 
used to all the landmarks, all the times of day to avoid in order to minimize traffic, and also we got to know 
how long it took to get to our destination from any given point along the way. 

Our son, in particular, is quite good at knowing how to get somewhere after only having been 
there a few times, and sometimes after having only been there once.  When he was younger and he was 
still getting his lefts and rights mixed up, as long as you could see which way he was pointing sitting in the 
back seat, he could get you those two and half hours from Helena to Ronan, Montana, with a high degree 
of accuracy.  In other words, for being relatively young, he has always had a very highly developed sense of 
direction and the ability to read the navigating landmarks. 
 With that in mind, it was surprisingly annoying on our trips to Ronan when we were asked the age 
old question that all drivers will hear uttered from the back seat of their vehicles while on any length of 
road trip – “Are we there yet?”  And it can be especially irksome coming from someone that has repeatedly 
demonstrated the actual knowledge of how to get there. 
 When said driver is asked said question there really aren’t many options for answers are there?  
After all, it is a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ question.  “Are we there yet?”  And if we are honest the percentage of times 
that the answer is ‘yes’ is so minuscule (because would they be asking if we were actually there) that, 
practically speaking, there is really only one answer that is ever given, “No.”  However, for my own sanity 
I’ve stumbled on another answer that is simultaneously honest, accurate, and causes less angst within the 
vehicle.  My new answer to the question of “Are we there yet?” is “We’re getting closer.” 
 To be honest, I am continually amazed at how well this answer soothes the boredom of the one 
asking the question, and likewise, doesn’t grate on my psyche as well.  “We’re getting closer.” 
 Oh, forgive me, I forgot to say this earlier, but “Happy New Year!” 
 It is the first Sunday of Advent.  However, there is nowhere to be found any “city sidewalks, busy 
sidewalks.”  No baby Messiah’s, no Mary and Joseph, no “Angels we have heard on high.”  No.  It almost 
feels as if there’s something else going on today, doesn’t it?  We often think of Advent as anticipating 
Jesus’ birth.  However, if that’s the case, I fear that we need a vocabulary change because we can’t 
anticipate something that has already happened.  Right?  We can remember Jesus’ birth, but we anticipate 
something else. 
 It’s like we’re caught in the middle of something, right?  Today is our yearly reminder of what the 
term ‘advent’ actually means.  An advent is a ‘coming’, or an ‘arrival’ – like a birth.  But how can this be 
the first Sunday of Advent and not have any mention of Jesus’ birth?  That’s because remembering Jesus’ 
first advent is only part of our preparing for the season of Christmas.  We rejoice that Jesus has come to 
earth already once, but we anticipate his coming to earth again.  That is what today and these coming weeks 
force us to recon with.  Jesus’ second coming – his second advent. 
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 We are very much in between something – between Jesus’ first coming and his second – between 
our temporal home and our eternal home.  And from somewhere behind the great driver’s seat in the sky 
comes, “Are we there yet?”  Only the answer isn’t merely a curt “No.”  The answer is, “We’re getting 
closer.” 
 The answer “No” causes me to have no sense of anticipation, no sense of preparation for arrival, no 
sense of immediacy, and in my boredom of the back seat no sense that we will ever get there.  However, the 
answer of “We’re getting closer” says that I’d better be ready.  There is a sense of movement, of progress, a 
sense that I’d better anticipate needing to prepare for when we get there.  That is the First Sunday of Advent.  
The First Sunday of Advent has little, if anything, to do with Jesus’ first coming, and it has everything to do 
with his second. 
 It is easy to lull ourselves into thinking that Jesus will never come again, that we’ll never get to our 
destination.  While our mouths will say that we long for Jesus’ second coming, our thoughts, our words, 
and our actions betray that we aren’t expecting it to happen any time soon.  In other words, what are we 
actually doing to prepare for Jesus’ next advent – when he comes again?  We are saved by God’s grace, but 
Jesus also often implores us to be ready for his second coming, which requires action on our part.  And 
Jesus gives us two actions in today’s gospel for us to do.  Will you turn with me to Luke, chapter 21, 
beginning at verse 34. 

“‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation [carousing] and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For 
it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may 
have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’” 

Look at verse 36.  Jesus tells us to “be alert” and “to pray.” 
 Be alert.  Be fully aware and attentive.  Be wide-awake and keen.  Is your faith swift and agile and 
nimble, ready to flex its confidence in God’s saving power?  Does your faith ascend the steps of the 
watchtower each day and strike a pose of vigilance, readiness, and caution for the Day of the Lord?  Is your 
faith on guard ready for the attacks of the Devil and more so ready for the final victory of our God!  Is your 
faith bright and perceptive, quick and clever, nimble, lively, and zealous?  Is it determined, diligent, engaged, 
and enterprising?  Is it observant, discerning, and wise?  Is your faith fast on the draw, is it on the ball, is it on 
it’s toes, is it switched on, and ready to go?  Jesus say, “be alert.” 
 And after being alert Jesus commands us to pray.  Talk to God, both silently in your heart and 
mind as well as vocally and out loud.  Ask, beseech, urge God’s remembrance of his people.  Appeal, 
implore, and solicit God’s mercy.  Submit your will to his and ask for his forgiveness.  Seek and solicit the 
“strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36) 

Pray.  For the Day of the Lord, the second coming of Christ, Jesus’ advent to come is nearing.  
Learn the landmarks of faith – what directions to turn as we journey forward toward heaven so that the 
next time you ask “Are we there yet”, the answer will get our attention. 

Are you ready?  Because we’re getting closer.  Amen. 
 


