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ALL SAINTS 
(with baptism) 

 
 I’m wondering if you might permit me to have a brief conversation right now with Skylar 
Manke?  If you haven’t met Skylar yet, you’ll get a chance in just a minute.  Skylar is going to be 
baptized as soon as I’m done talking, so I’ll keep this brief.  (By the way, Skylar has been living 
outside of her mommy for 32 days.)  And Skylar, if you happen to doze off or feel a little distracted 
during our conversation, don’t worry, that’s not all that uncommon when I’m preaching. 
 Skylar, you have a wonderful mom and dad who love you.  They love you so much that 
they want you to meet and to get to know the most important person in the whole universe – his 
name is Jesus.  It may seem odd that I’m calling Jesus the most important person when your 
mom and dad are sitting right here.  But I think they understand what I’m saying. 

You already know that your family loves you because they take care of you.  They make 
sure your tummy is full.  They make sure that you’re warm on chilly fall days.  They make sure 
that you are safe even when you are feeling scared.  And they will love you even at 3:00 am 
should you need to let them know that you are awake. 

On that thought of getting up at 3:00 a.m., give me a second, I want to remind everyone 
else here of something important that they’ve heard before, but it’s worth repeating nonetheless. 

LOVE is a demonstrated preference for the well-being of others, over and above myself, even at great 
personal expense, with help from the Holy Spirit. 

Skylar, when they do those things - like getting up at 3:00 a.m. - they’re actually teaching 
you about Jesus. 

Here’s some things for you to know about Jesus as you get to know him. 
Your mommy and daddy feed you, but Jesus also feeds us.  He feeds us with food that 

God sends to us from heaven!  That’s what’s happening when you and your family come up and 
kneel at this rail here. 

Jesus also makes sure that we have all the clothes we need to take care of us. 
That reminds me of something else I want to tell everyone else here today. 
Can you all turn with me to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 6 beginning at verse 10. 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole armor of 

God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 
on the breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 
proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able 
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to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To 
that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:10-18) 

So Skylar, what that means for you is that sometimes there will be bad things in this 
world - things that make God very sad.  But God will give you everything you need, even when 
things are bad.  He will always take care of you.  Think of it like having all the clothes you need. 

Jesus gives us a special belt made out of truth.  Truth is things that are right and good. 
Jesus even gives us special clothes that will protect us from getting hurt.  Those special 

clothes are made out of obedience to God and living how he wants us to live. 
Jesus even gives us shoes, and those shoes will help bring peace to this world by sharing 

the love of Jesus. 
I wonder if you have anything yet that helps you feel extra safe?  Definitely your mommy 

and daddy do that for you.  But maybe you have a blanket or a stuffed animal that also help you 
feel safe - those are kind of like a shield - and Jesus protects us and keeps us safe by giving us faith 
to trust that he will love us no matter what. 

And Jesus has an amazing hat just for you.  And you’re about to get that hat in just a 
minute.  Jesus calls that hat salvation.  When you come up here and I pour the water on your 
head you are being saved from the bad things in our lives that God calls sin.  You may not realize 
it yet, but you aren’t perfect.  But Jesus is.  Jesus knows what to eat.  Jesus knows what to wear.  
Jesus knows what to do.  And today God, who created this whole world and is also the daddy of 
Jesus, is going to live inside of you.  I know that sounds a little odd, but it’s really true! 

Jesus also teaches us how to think and talk and behave.  He does that with the Bible.  The 
Bible is a book that comes straight from God to us.  It’s important that you learn your Bible .  You 
never know when it might come in handy. 

You may not have any brothers or sisters (yet), but Jesus will be a big brother for you.  And 
even extra to your father and mother, you have another Father in heaven who has known you even 
longer than your mom and dad have. 

When you get baptized you’re going to be brand new today, which is a little strange given 
that you aren’t all that old.  But something this important doesn’t need to wait.  In fact, today 
has a special name.  It’s All Saints Day.  A saint is a Christian who puts their faith and trust in 
Jesus, and today that is the amazing gift that your mom and dad are giving to you.  Until you 
learn how to put your trust in Jesus, your parents, your godparents, and everyone here today, are 
going to help you do it, to teach you how to love Jesus with your whole heart. 

Jesus can take care of all the bad things in this world.  It may not always make sense how 
God does that, but that’s where we have faith and we trust that he knows the right way no 
matter what.  You know, Jesus can even raise people from the dead!  We just heard a story about 
that.  Jesus was even dead himself once, but now he is alive, and he will be alive in you, the 
newest of the all the saints. 

Oops, we’re out of time.  I guess we’ll have to save the sermon for another day.  Amen. 


