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The Trumansburg Area Churches share with 
heavy hearts that not only are we faced with the 
COVID 19 virus pandemic, we are reminded of 
the ever continuing oppressing pandemic of 
racism. The killing of George Floyd is not only 
tragic; it is a reminder of the countless other 
unnecessary tragic deaths that have occurred 
throughout history. Racism is not new, nor is 
white supremacy or white privilege. It is time that 
we face and end these atrocities once and for all. 

 
It is with thoughtful and prayerful hearts that we ask for peace during these protests 
against these senseless killings. We pray that all injustices be thwarted in a peaceful 
manner. It is hard to know exactly how to respond. We are called to respond, but how? 
Racism is imbedded deeply especially within the United States, but also throughout 
the world. 
 
We can begin with prayer. Prayer may not change the world or the present events, but 
it will change us as individuals. Possibly prayer can change us enough to be able to 
make even that one small change that can possibly make a big difference. We can pray 
that God changes hearts. We can pray for healing. 
 
It seems perfectly obvious with those who are peacefully protesting, that God is calling 
us to a way of change, to a way of peace with justice, to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
All three synoptic Gospels say that Jesus told us to love God and love our neighbors. 
(Matt. 22:37b-40, Mark 12:30-31, and Luke 10:27) It is imperative that we continually 
remind ourselves of the words that Jesus taught. 
 
On His way to the cross, when Jesus knew that the hour had come to complete his 
mission, he told his disciples, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you.” (Jn. 14:27) 
As Dr. Mary Mikhael reflected in an article for Global Ministries, “Peace is related to the 
well-being of people, to their health and prosperity which of course implies stability and 
friendly relationships.” It is so fitting that we work toward this end. 
 
History has proven that violence only begets violence. We are reminded of the 
words Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, "Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that.” 
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