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First of all, a BIG THANK YOU to all the congregation for giving me the opportunity to
go on a three month Spiritual Renewal Leave. I have heard great things about the
worship leadership and about the care that you all gave to each other. It’s good to
be back!
I was very faithful to the purpose of my time. I did VERY little in the way of
accomplishing tasks and projects. That’s not what this was about. It was about
renewal/refreshment. Much to my surprise, I did not get bored. But I was ready to
get back.
What I learned:
So far, my biggest learning is happening as I re-engage a regular schedule. The image
that I have shared is that it is like taking a long quiet walk under the stars and then
opening the door to a big loud party. After so much time alone and quiet, the hustle
and bustle of “normal” life is loud and demanding.
I am learning that one does not have to be swept away in the raging current of daily
business. Still working on quite how to avoid that, but I know that my soul is capable
of remaining calm and centered in the midst of tasks and duties.
I am also learning that rest is important. Along with the phrase, “laughter is a form of
worship”, I am going to add to my internal dialog a phrase from Robert Ludlum’s
character Jason Bourne, “sleep is a weapon”. (I need to come up with better
wording, but you get the idea.)
There are some profound personal learnings as well. Our District Superintendent,
Jeff McDowell said more than once in reference to Spiritual Renewal Leave, “It
changes your brain chemistry”. A lot of this has not crystalized in my mind in any
way that I can put into words. One thing that has reached clarity is that I need quiet
time to myself in order to be able to give of myself to others. (I recommend to you
the book Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking by Susan
Cain to help understand the introverts in your life.)
I am paying attention to other lessons God has for me as we head into the busy
season of Fall. Perhaps the simplest way of putting it is to remember to pause, look
for God in the moment, be sure to make the time to do what feeds your soul, and
feel free to stand back and watch the world go by every now and then.
May God give you peace in the depths of your soul - in whatever circumstances God
places you!
Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

Save the Date…..December 2, 2017…………
32nd Christmas Bazaar and Luncheon! Submitted by Judi Eastburn
It’s never too early to think about our biggest fundraiser!
This year, Grandma’s Corner returns, the jewelry table, the RADA
cutlery table by the UMW, and of course our wonderful baked
goods table and all our crafts! If anyone has any ideas for some
new areas, please let one of the organizers know soon. At this
point we are still a bit unsure of the luncheon but should have
news soon.
What we need everyone to be thinking about and help us with are:
* Good quality items for Grandma’s corner, please contact Kay Cooke or Ronda Ketcham if
you have items you would like to donate now, they will be happy to take them off your
hands.
* Quality jewelry items, contacts are Kate Sinko and Mary Alice Freeman.
 Jams, jellies, pickles, tis the season for canning, why not make a few extras for the bazaar?
 Crafts, we are always looking for crafts (sewn/quilted items, wood crafting items, dolls,
wreaths) (put on your thinking caps, I’m sure you all have some great ideas!) to sell at the
bazaar, people come to us just to see the wonderful items we make and they buy many of
them!
We need people to come forward to co-chair the bazaar luncheon! Meg Gaige and Nancy
Irish have done a wonderful job for several years. Nancy has moved on to other things and
Meg needs to take this year off but can help coach people right up to about 2 weeks before
the actual Bazaar. We will need 2 co-chairs—one who will oversee the kitchen and one who
will oversee the dining room. In order to simplify everything, the plan is to keep the menu and
“culture” of the luncheon the same as the past several years: HOMEMADE SOUP, SALAD &
BREAD (plus yummy ice cream for dessert!). There are always a LOT of fantastic volunteers
who do everything from making homemade soup & breads, providing ice cream, beverages &
ingredients for the salad, to ladling up soup, mixing salad ingredients, slicing bread, serving
guests, busing, washing dishes, setting up & breaking down. The crew always has a REALLY fun
time! If you wish to volunteer for one of these lead positions and have questions, contact
Meg, she is very willing to guide you on your journey. You can contact her at: 387.6903
(home), 228.7895 (cell), or email: gaigemeg@gmail.com. Many look forward to our lunch!
We desperately need people to help the Friday before the bazaar (pricing items and general
setting up) and the day of the bazaar (selling, selling, selling!). Our people manning the various
areas at the bazaar need people to step in so they can take a break! Any ideas you might have
for our bazaar, please pass them along to Peg Benham or Judi Eastburn. We so much
appreciate all that the congregation does to make this event such a success! You will hear
more from us as the time gets closer.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Labor Day, September 4, 2017
• National Grandparents Day, September 10, 2017
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2017
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15–Oct. 15, 2017
• First day of autumn, September 22, 2017

UMW starts up meetings in
September…
The next UMW meeting will be held on
September 9 at noon at the church. A soup or
dessert, coffee and tea will be provided. Please
bring a sandwich for yourself. All women of the church are welcome.
Please join us.!
UMW meets the second Friday of every month, September through June.
If you have any ideas for programs you would like to see presented at
these meetings, please let Sylvia Mitchell know.

Note from the Choir Loft…
Choir practice will start up on September 14 .
News on Bell Choir will be announced at a later time.
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A Spiritual Retreat…. Growing with God…
Submitted by Rev. Cheryl Hine
Are you interested in spiritual retreats? Check this one out!
Cheryl is one of the leaders at the Liverpool UMC. She has outlined the program
below. Questions: Call Cheryl at 607-387-6565.
The intent of the Growing with God program is to offer participants a path to a deeper
relationship with God through spiritual disciplines and a prayer life that leads us to trust God’s
guidance and direction in our lives. Topics will include contemplative prayer practices and
traditional spiritual disciplines, using a different Biblical scripture for each session. With each
scripture used, we will explore the history and heritage of the scripture as it relates to our
Christian faith, and then apply what we learn to spiritual practices in our own lives.
This is the best way I can describe the program which also gives participants a taste of the 2yearTending the Soul program. Growing with God is endorsed and encouraged by Bishop
Webb and our Upper NY Conference in general. It is a pilot program this year, and if it is
successful, it will be offered in several locations. For this year, since it is a pilot program, it will
be offered in three areas of the state---the eastern, central and western parts of the state. The
central part of the state is the closest location for Trumansburg, and will be held at the
Liverpool UMC in Liverpool (Exit 37 on thruway---the Trumansburg side of Syracuse). The
Growing with God program will run from 10 AM – 3 PM on the second Saturday of each month,
beginning September 9 and ending in May.

Prayer Chain Update...
Starting August 27, Mary Jamison will be taking back
the prayer chain requests. You can email her
alma78@fltg.net or call her at 387-6474.
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2017 CROP Walk...
Spread the word! Our annual Trumansburg Area CROP Hunger
Walk will be Sunday, October 8, 2 P.M. We’ll be raising funds for
our Food Pantry and for hunger-fighting projects beyond our
community. Envelopes for walkers will be available early
September. If you wish, you can start raising funds on-line:
register for the Trumansburg walk at
www.crophungerwalk.orgTrumansburgny.
Questions: Carolyn Lange, 607-387-5220,
rlange3@twcny.rr.com .
Host Church: To be announced

A Note from Rev Jeff:
A while back we at TUMC had a presentation and discussion about how we might be able to do
something in support of refugees. So far, we have not been able to find ways of offering direct
assistance. But as I mentioned from the pulpit, there is now something that we can do!
Ithaca Welcomes Refugees (IWR) has worked with 9 refugee and immigrant families this year. http://
ithacawelcomesrefugees.org/. Among the many other things IWR has accomplished is that they are
opening Global Roots Play School http://globalrootsplayschool.org/ which is designed to care for the
children of parents who are taking English as a Second Language classes at First Presbyterian Church
in Ithaca. In conversations with folks at BOCES, IWR learned that not having care for their young
children was an impediment for some of the parents who want to take these classes. IWR’s response
was, “We can do something about this!” and Global Roots Play School is the result. My daughter,
Bronwyn, is the Director of the school, which will be housed in St. Paul’s UMC and will be open Mon
– Fri mornings for children ages 18 mos. - 5 yrs. Very exciting for me is that Bronwyn will be
combining both her passion for children and her commitment to social justice.
The Play School is reaching out in many ways for funding, one of which is through GiveGab and
fundraising leaders on that site. My wife, Sue, is one of those leaders on the GiveGab site.
Please consider donating to this very worthwhile program which will change the lives of immigrants
and refugees in Ithaca.
If this sounds like a worthwhile ministry to you, you can give via the link below:
https://www.givegab.com/p2p/global-roots-play-school/susan-j-losey
or you can send a check directly to:
Ithaca Welcomes Refugees
315 N. Cayuga Street
Ithaca, NY 14850 USA (please put “Global Roots Play School” in the memo line of the check)
If you have any questions you can contact me - tumcpastor@fltg,net, 387-4227.
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Only 19 weeks to Go!!!
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson
Chair, New Year’s Day Dinner Committee
I know, I know…it’s still summer and why am I already thinking
about New Years?? Because, before you know it, the dinner will
be upon us.

Quickly, I want to go back to noontime, January 1, 2017. It was a great day, weather wise. The
kitchen was bustling with preparations. The dining hall was already beautifully decorated,
tables and chairs were waiting to be filled. People were already lined-up to get their seats.
The kitchen was in full swing getting all the take-outs ready. Everyone came for the A-game
and were ready for 1 pm to get the dinner started. The pace was frantic, food was going out
and empty bowls were coming back. It was “Fast and Furious” just like the movie with that
name. Before we realized it, the dinner was over, volunteers were taking a breather and
eating the food that they prepared, and getting themselves ready for clean-up.
Now, fast forward to the present. My mind, though in summer mode comes up with the
following: 1) Inform people that 12 turkeys will be needed – ask for donations of, at least, 2024 lb. turkeys; 2) Turkey donors should cook their turkeys, if, however, they do not want to, a
list of turkey cookers should be available; 3) Volunteers are greatly needed. Over the past 2
years, our church has lost individuals who volunteered for many years. Replacements are
needed! You know the saying, “it takes a village…” well it takes the entire congregation to
make this 96th Annual Dinner a success!
Now, I know that many of you cannot physically volunteer, but you can help to donate
ingredients or give a monetary donation to help defray the cost. More donations cut down on
final expenses and therefore MORE PROFITS! Last year we made over $2,000 after expenses,
I would like to continue this tradition. I realize that 2017 has been a rather expensive time for
the church with repairs and other expenses but even a small monetary amount is greatly
appreciated.

Some of you, over the past few years, have graciously helped out on December 30th to clean
dishes, or December 31st, to peel potatoes, cut-up bread for the stuffing, or chopping up
veggie’s for the cole slaw, etc. This year New Year’s falls on Monday. Therefore, we will doing
all the cutting, peeling etc, on Sunday. No decision has been made whether it will be during
the church service or after. (I’ll get back to you on that!)
Well…that’s all I’m going to say for the time being. It’s now up to all of you. Think about this
very important ministry that our church provides. When it comes time, I know that this
congregation will provide. 96 years is something to brag about – Right?
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A note from the Trustees:
Submitted by Dick Peterson

Thanks to lawn mowers
The summer is going quickly and soon the Fall season will be upon us. We
thank the many people who have signed up to mow the church lawn this
summer. The lawn continues to look great because of your care. Thank you
all!

Possible tree removal
We have had a tree service look at removing the trees between the church and the apartment
house next door. Although these trees provide some shade in the late morning, the brick
repair folks indicate that the trees don’t do our brick exterior any good. The area remains
damp all of the time because the sun is blocked. A local tree service looked at the situation
and gave us a very good price to remove all of the trees. We next need to talk with the new
owner of the property next door. The trees are not helping his building either. We will keep
you informed about this as we reach a final decision.

Fall Chicken Barbecue and pie sale!!
The first day of fall is Friday, September 22nd. On Saturday,
September 23rd we will have our fall chicken barbecue and pie
sale. Mark your calendars and stop by for some delicious chicken
and a wonderful Methodist pie (or two!). This is our last barbecue
of the year and we hope for a sell-out. Anyone who wishes to
help out with the various tasks, such as working the barbecue,
selling chicken and pies out front, and clean-up, let the trustees
know. It is always a fun time and most of the work is done before
noon. Pies are generally available after 9 AM and we will have chicken available by 11 AM. We
hope to see you there!

From The Editor’s Desk….
This will be short and sweet but I do hope you will go online (www.trumansburgumc.org) and
take a look at this issue in color if you can as you will notice a page of photos from the
summer services that I am sure will show up better in full color, as well as my photos from my
trip.
We had some great summer services but it’s good to see Rev. Jeff back! I will be going in for
some, hopefully, minor surgery on the 28th of this month so please keep me in your prayers,
so far God has done a great job in taking care of me but I think it’s your prayers that have
spurred him on! Until next time……………………………………………
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A God Winks Vacation……
Submitted by Judi Eastburn
For those who were at my talk on the July 30, you will remember already hearing some of this.
This year my trip to Santa Fe was much different I think than all the other trips. I have been
very much thinking about all that I have to be very thankful for since all my illnesses. So I think
this time when I held that little baby, Ezra, for the first time it was even more special than ever
before. I feel like I soaked in all the love and gave out all the love that I could to my children
and my grandchildren. They are such a blessing in our lives, are they not? On this trip our kids
took us to a place called “White Rock” which is an overlook that is just beautiful. It’s located in
Los Alamos, NM and when standing on the overlook, you look down into this canyon where
you see the Rio Grande River running through it. It’s almost like a mini grand canyon. What a
beautiful place! If you are ever in the area, plan to make a stop there. Panoramic photo
below.

All in all, our trip was just wonderful and if you have ever wondered if God answer our prayers,
I have a little story for you. On our way home, I was
riding in the car and quite bored and decided I would
take out the time to thank God for giving me this
wonderful trip, for all the time spent with my family and
for letting me stay on this earth a bit longer. As I looked
up from my prayer, the sky was pretty much clear blue,
no clouds but directly above me was a cloud cross, I
decided it must be God saying “your welcome”. So yes,
God does answer us! And I did quickly grab my phone
and take this shot just to prove it! So there is my
vacation story, what is yours?
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Please check the calendar for September at
www.trumansburgumc.org or check with your committee chair
for meeting dates/times
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